HEADQUARTERS

V.S, STRATEGIC BOMBING SURVEY
(PACIFIC)

¢/0 POSTMASTER, SAJ FRANCISCO

INTERROGATION NO. (USSBS Ne, 222) PLACE: TCKYO
Jap. Intel. No. 4 DATE: & Nov. 1945

Divieisn ef Origin: Jananose Intelligenece Section.
Sub ject: JLPANESE NAVAL INTELLIGENCE ORGANIZATION
Personnel interresated and background af each:

Rear Admiral TAXKEUCHI, ¥asru, IJN, graduated Naval Academy 1918;
ocmmissined a 2nd It. (Sub-Lt. er Ensign) in 1919 and assigned
duty on BB SETSU which was scran ed as a result cf the Disarme-
ment Conference snd converted to m target shin; wvost graduate
courses in gennery and torpedo schools, both six months each: was
then placed on an "eld DD', the KAGARO (only 300 tons, he states),
the shin credited, according to Adm. TKEUCHL, with sinking the
Ruczeien fleeshin in the Ruseo-Jao War in the bastle of RYOJUN
(PORT ARTHUR); went to B OZAHE; was trensferred to DD HARMKAZE:
1931, at time of “Manchurlan affair", was a studznt at the Neval
War College; 18&2, held command of "2nd cless DDV HASU: followed
with eerviee ss staff officer with 2§D OVERSE:S FLEET, then came
to TOKIO as = staff officer on the Navel Genoral Staff; 1936-37,
wns Navel Attncho at OTTAWA (Canada): uoon return to Jaron in 1939
became on instructor in the Naval War College tesching american
Havel History, 1941, commanded a Naval Alir (Seaplane) Group based
at YOKOSUKa: (2 scouting-training groun with cight plancs, scme
single and some 2 senters, "very old style"), made some flights,
howaver, as for e TAIWAN (FORMOSA): 1941 (end of year) left com-
mand of this eir unit two months before beginning of wer with
U.S. end was given a post in the "Board of Rescarch for Total War",
a civilisn orgeniuation directly under the Cobinet. Intorpreter
MIZOT4 (with 4dm. TAXEUCHI) who had hime~lf spend alevon years
in the U.S. a8 & business man, explained thet this Reseerch Board
was tho Jepenese equivalent of the U.S. {ndusiriai mobilization
board. adm. TaKUCHE) held this nost as a ¢ivilien, out of uni-
form. Wkile there he was not in good health (dense fever) and
. dié not &o £ great doal of work; July 1542, became Chiof of Fifth
Saution of Havel Genoral Beard end nccunied this cost until ~nd of
war; promotod to Rear Admiral in Soring of 1945; ginece Navy Genoral
Board wes dissolved hns been working for th~> American euthorities.

Where intarviewed: Navy Ministry.

Interrogrtor? Lt. Comdr. William H. BGTZER, USNR
Lt. Comdr. T. M. CURTIS, USiR

Interoreter: Maj. John O, PELZEL, USNR
Note: &dm. TAKEUCEI hed his own intororeter, SHUICHI MIZOTa,

who carried the burden of the int-rpreting, with
Maj. Pelzel asseisting and checking.
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Trenscript of Intorrogation (Rear Admiral TLKEUCHI, Kaoru, IJN)

SUMMARY

Rear Admirel TAKEUCHI, IJN, became Chief of the Fifth Section,
3rd Department, of the Navy General Staff in July, 1942, and held
thet post until the end of the wari

"Third Department (Rear Adm. N. NAKASE) is "Naval Intelligence".

NPifth Sestion" e "America snd possessions oxcept Philivoines".
Assigned duties were:

1. Intrlligence and provegenda campelgn toward USA and
Latin America.

2. Estimation of nationnl affsire of subject nations.
3. Plens for colleeting informetion on subject nations.

Fifth Seetlon consisted of ong Lt. Alde to adm. TAKEUCHI and

four sub-sections, 4, B, C, end D, each under a Comdr. or Lt.
Comdr., greduates of the Naval Academy, except for 37 new

graduates from the Npval hcademy who, brceuse of A surplus of naval
officers, were assigned to the Fifth Section in th: Summer of 1944
this was the entire offieer personnel of the section., Two clerks
and two tomporary civili-n emoluyees, graduates of foreign lan-
guage schools, comovleted the personnnl sat-up.

A, U.S. Home country, covering all aspects of American life.-
B. Overseas territories, Alsska, Hawall, Guem.

0. Latin America.

D. GConcerned exclusively with Aircraft; under a Havel En-
gineer. This one man hed cognizance »f the aireraft of
the enbire world.

WOTE: Cognizence of the U.S. Fleet when in home ports
came under (4) Seetion; when cruising, under
(B) Section.

There were no specisl intelligenee training schools to
orepare officrrs for the work of this section, such training
pg there was, being 4 me within the Section iteelf, and there
were no speeial intelligence courses at the Naval Academy.

There was no "official" coordination of intelligence ac-
tivities with the army or other govarnmentel pgencies, but
unoffieinlly, information wae exchanged "where appropriate", =nd
Adm, TAKEUCHEI hed requested such informetion be furnished him.

Before war with U.S. the Fifth Sesticn igsued monthly intel-
ligzence summaries, but later, due to printing and paper shorteges,
this became imposseible, and serially numbered leaflets wers oub-
lished periodically "when information justificd". In the name of
the Chief of the Genersl Staff, information prevared by this sec-
tion wos disseminated to Fleet Units by dispetch “when available."

222-2




e L s

Bgrosanne

SR T

5

SUMMARY (Cont'd)

Chief sources of information were:

(a) Nevol Attaches stationed abroed.

(b) Interception and recording of broadcasts, which in-
cluded short wave broadcests and U.S. intermediate
frequency broadcasts for domestic consumption.

(c) Certain smount of documents seized in yarious war
zones, leaflets, newspaners, documents, ete. in
destroyed or submerged vessels, including some from

Europe .

(a) Prisoner of War information.
(e) Aircraft shot down.
(£) Papers picked up "at sea" by fleet units (i,e. from

the water).

No sopecial nfovigicna were mede for analyzing captured
equipment, but such materiels and information were passed about
in the Navy Dept. to the section moet direetly concorned.

Adm. TAKEUCHI stated that his section "had nothing %o 4o
with photo ;ntelligenca", alshough " gome vhotos were passed on
and some information gaiped. '

Japenesc Naval Intelllgence had complote information on U.S.
floot units snd defenses in the Hawalian Area ofi 7 December 1941
and prior. "No trick at all - from your own newspspers snd pub-
1icntions which we could buy end from pereonal observation.”

(END SUMMARY)
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Q.l.

A,

What was the organlzation of the Navel Intelllgence activity which
you headed?

Zrd Dept., Naval Intelligence Section. Under this, 5th, 6th,
7+h, 8th Sections. I was head of Sth Section.

5th Section — Americe and possessions, except Philivnpines.
FOUR AIDES (Comdr. or Lt. Comdr, plus one It. eide).

A - Comdr. - United States - Home Country covering all
aspects of American 1life.

B - — Overseas territories - Alaske, Hawall, Guam.
Whenever fleet was in home port, 1t was under
(Ag Section — when cruising, under (B) Section.
(B) requires good men who understand fleet

problems. (4) mst understani political gques-

tions. Only one man in (A) and ome in (B).

C - —~ Latin Americe.
D - _ Concernad exclusively with aircraft, Naval

engineer. One man only. Must Dbe cognlzant
cf eircraft of entire world.

Young Lt. ~ _ Adde to Section Head. Was plcked for abillty

Q.2.

Q.3.

in English - also alde %o Supreme War Couneil.

2 clerks snd 2 temporary employees - rank of
warrant officer - civilian employees. Graiuntes
of foreign language gschools.

NOTE: Turine the summer of 1944 the Imperial Nevy assignel 37
graduates of the Navel Acedemy to the Bth Section.

A, B, and C - geetion heads — Were graduates of the Naval
Acedemy .

D woe o graduate of Naval Eneineering Sehool.

B was such a good man he wes taken by the fleet when the
war startedl and then Admiral TAKEUCHI served as B,

What special intelligenee training was providel for? What schools?
What speclel courses at the Nevel Academy?

Yo aspociel schocls. Conlucted own training as possible. No
special intelligenec courses at academy. Navy 444 not attach much
{mportance to intelliigence activity in oli days. Most of officers
were men of not toe rugzed health and slated to be placel on the
retired 1list as Ceptain. Only five men went ghrough the Intel-
ligence Sectlon ani reached rank of Admiral., Hal 1% not deen for
war, Adm, TAKEUCHI wae prepared to be plased on retirel 1llst as
Ceptein (aim, TAKEUCEI is s 1ittle Aeaf). :

How wore your intolligence activities integrated ani coordinated
with the army?

No official correlation, but informetion of Naval interest was re-
layed by Army General Staff and vice versa. .The reports were
teken for what they were worth. Coples of news renorte were ex—
changed.

222-4




T

R T e

Boer s p T

TR s S e e e

Q.4
A.

Q.5.

Q.7.

A.

Q.8.

A.

Were regular intelligence summaries prepared or published?

Not regularly but periodic summaries were published when
information justified, Prior to the war, these were issued
monthly: Due to vrinting and paper shortege, we were not
able to contime the practice. We published serially mum-
pered leaflets after the war started.

Did you disseminate intelligence information to Fleet Units
through dispatsh? Wes this on 2 regular schedule?

Yes, they did that in the neme of the Chlef of General Staff.
There was no routine schedule of routing.

Was there coordination with other govaernment agencies?

Yes, in the sense that all other ministries were asked to pass
on informetion of value. The Ministry of Treasury, the Foreign
Office would pass on informetion in their own fields. This was
of 1ittloe vslue to us, however.

What were your other sources of information?

(a) Naval attaches stationed abroad.

(b) Interception and recording of broadcasts, which included
#hort wave brosdsasts and U.S. intermediate frequency

_ dbroadcasis. .

(¢) A certain smount of documents seized in various wsr zones.
These coneisted of loaflets, newspaners, documents in
Aagtroyed or submerged vessels, including some from Barope.

(4) Prisoner of war information, i1.e., statements from prisonars.

(og Aircraft shot down.

(f) Pavers picked up at sea by fleet units (from water).

What sources did you find most relisble and effective?

The most valumble were saized documente. Unfortunately,
not meny of these were geized, however.

. Q.9. Where was the mein effort of your scction centored?

A,

Ye concentrated the efforts of the section in statistical study
of =11 dpta roceived by the section, probably = result of
peculiarity of my own experience, which included long study.

of Americsn history, going back to days of John Celvin. This
was Aone in the belief that if enough data was sifted, as in diamond
mining, enough data would result of value to meke it worth while.
In Japen there is a tendency to look on intelligence as synony-
mous with esplonage. This Apes not agree with my view. The
long term aspeet of my work was concentratel on collection of
all available date over a period of time, I have Aone this for
twenty years. To Ao thls kind of work properly, you must have

e large staff which I did not have in spite of repcated de-
mande. Until the summer of last year, when in addition to

five sectionel heads the navy nlaced 37 men just out of the
Navel iAcademy at my disvosel (under Chief, Bth Section -

AAm. TAKEUCHI). As ships were sunk, & surplus of officers

made this pnssible. Principal work given to these 37 offlcers
was translation of U.S. radio brosicasts and making summaries

of U.S5. data.
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Trangerdptef Interrogation (Rear Admiral TAKEUCHI, Keeru (1IN)
Q. 10 Were these vroadcasts helpfull?

No, Xothing of value wes gained from a single plece of news.

: ‘Broadcaats geemed to be controlled. @ver a long period, studying
records, they proved of econslderable value. There was a great
d1fferende between shors wave and intermediate (domestic) frequent:-
‘¥jos. Intermediate did prove of considerable value.

What information did you recelve from short wave radié in the
United States operated by J apanese? New Zealand agentel

Nothing of the kind. Should one be recelved, the operator

would be suspected of being an American spy instead of Japanese.
Agents in New Zealand, as clsewhere, ald not come under my depart—
men$.

Radio broadcasts by Japanese, from Hawali, orior to war?

I was not in this position at that time, but was told the Japancee
had none.

Diplomatic channels?

The navy had no direct dommnications Bueh information came
firsd to the Minletry,

Was any useful informadion galned from interception of U.S,
mail, letders, and diaries found on bodles of U,5. military
personnel, orisoners of war, etc?

No, nothing of significant value, Your authorities muet have been
cantious., I heard that U,S, asuthorities had given orders

that no diariee be kept. We sricd to have a smiliar order im-
posed without success,

What provision was made for analyzing egquipment captured?
Nothing of cutstanding importance, We were looking for Radar
and bombing equipment, Bquipment we obtained ¥as broken up
and not of much uee, Analysis was made within the Navy de-
partment by designers making gimilar equipment.

Did you get much aseful information from natives in the areas
of operation?

Far from being useful., We suspected them of working for the U.S,

Did you attempt in 5th Section of the Navy Department periodic
ostimates of U,S, strengthl?

T believe that up to the time I eame to occupy the position of
head of thc S5th Section a monthly summary was made, after the
war started, it was difficult to keep up. We collected data
of U.S, flect losses after actions and waited for canfirmation,
then made an estimate of what had actually occurred. I kept 2
graph of my own but did not pass 1t on until a check had been
made, It was so secret, I did not permit others into the room
whera it wae kept.

Bl o Liur s o
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Such information was not made availzble even within the Navy
Department?

TR
!

¥o, none available to entire navy.
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A,

Q.

A,

Q.

19

20

21

22

23

Q. 24

27
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What use was made of 1it?

After it had been checked, I dssued my opinion. I felt any other
information might be misleading, (NOTE: Adm TAKEUCHI, tn renly
to a query as to whether any other person or department was doing

thies, replied that he was the only one having cognizance of this
functiong.

What wae your msthod of estimating U, S. lossce?

We used varilous methods, One was getting information from the
Japanese fleet — by interviews — by U.S. radio tranesmission ro-
garding losees ~ from Japanesa flc:t forces engaged in particular
engagementss Often soveral months elapsed before we could say
what U.S. unite were engaged, We always checked up. In sevcral
instances whore onc engagemcnt followed another, it was several
months before losses in the first cngagement gould be estimatod.

Were these reports disscminated?

Those that we had confidence in, These were not nccessarily ac—
ecpted as official and final beceuee fleet officers often had
opinions of their own,

How successful were you estimates?

I took the view from the first that 100% accuracy was impossible
and would not attempt to make an estimate unless given a 20%
lecwsy, more or leds,

Did the 5th Seetion attemnt to keep a careful and timely recdord
of the location and composition of U.S, fleet untts?

Yes, to the best of our ability, and espccially before a large
naval engagement,

What were your sourceal

On basis of method alroady describved, In addition, we would

publish reports with the warning that they were not 100% ac—
curate,

Were you successful in this?

Yes, Had we not S Jhe floot well they would not have come
vack to us ae they wld often for other information,

Kowwgre these reporte distrituted?

We never made more than five or six coples, 80 could not zo
to departments not concerned with planning,

Were you able to predict U.S, future operations or landings?

We never attempted to play the pars of a forecaster, We never
attempted to reach concluslons, Intelligence is subject to a time
2imit, It was our policy not to arrive at conclusionas, but we
passed information on to those whose duty it was to deploy forces,
(duty of Operations sections), I impressad my subordinates with
this nrocedure,
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Q 28

A,

Q. 29

A.

Q. 30

Q. 31

Q. 33

A,

Q. 36

What information was gained from interrogation of »risoners and
how was this gottent

At various woints local unitse (navy) would do questioning, In-
formation so gained was transmitted #o Sth Section. A prisoner
of war camp, the only one controlled by the navy, was located

at OFUNA, This was a source of information, Prisoners were
accomadated temporarily (those taken by navy) and then turned
over to the army. Prisoners werc questioned at this camp, and
apnumber of my staff often went to this camp to do interrogating.

What is your comment on the value of these interrogations?

They were of very little value, Most men captured were of
lower rank, and in their first engagement, 4 carcer officer
graduate of your academy, ceptured, would not talk. My policy
wag not to force men to talk, Because of thias, men formerly at
OFUNA asked to be returned there, As an exception, captured
members of carrier crews gave information on the name of their
carrier. According to international law, name, rank, and unit
is requircd, This was of help in learning the identity of units,
(FOTE: On direct re-questioning, Adm, TAKEUCHI repecated that
internation law requirce NAME, RANK, and UNIT).

Did you rely on Photo Intelligence?
My esection had nothing to do with this,
Is there a separate unit dning this work?

No such indcpcndent unit existed, tut each air unit has its own
vhoto reconnaiesance reports.

Did you receive and evaluatc photo reconnalssance raports?

Photos were massed on to my section, and by studying photos,
some information wae gained,

Was any attempt made to collect data and analyze U.S. anti-
aireraft (Flak Inteclligence)?

It is possible that floet units dld this, It was not a function
of Naval General Staff,

What information did you have on 7 December 1941 and imnediately
prior thereto, including manber, type, and sizc of U,5. fleet
units in Hawallan waterst

Unfortunately, at that time I was a civilian and cannot glve an
answer with confidence that would be correct, To the best of
my knowledge, it was casy enough to deduct from your total
strength the number of ehips laild up in docke in the U.5, We
received the Army and Navy Registor, printed in Washington, and
by reading personnel items could tell where ghips were, This
publication could be purchaséd for 30 cents,

Did the navy department concern itself with ground installations
and defenses in the Hawall Areal '

Yes, we had access through U,5, anncuncements,
How was such information sccured?

No trick at all, It was sacured from newspapers, and by personal
observation before the war.
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Transeript of Interrogation (Rear Admitkl TAKEUCHI, Kaoru (17%)
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Q. 37 Was this sectlon reeponsible for euch information?

A, Yes, It was sent out to all departments of the Navy, and to
the Army,

Q. 38 How was it diseeminated?
A, In printed form - multiple copies.

Q. 39 A4re coplea available?

The Navy Ministry burned down. The recorda were burned.
Q. 40 Were no conies of any kind preserved?

* AL Wo.

)
[ 3
L]

Q. 41 With rogard to Japancse Naval Intelligence as a whole, what
were the outelanding services of Naval Intelligence to the
Japanese fleet units?

e
e

A, I have never pondered the question before, but feel sure that

the Intellirence srganization »f the Navy had no injurious ef-

. feet on the flset. Men in the fleet are usually not informed
on foreign affairs, My orgenization performed the duty of
passing on well serviced information.

Qe 42 WILL jou esmmin® on w1 Blnge, Lo Loty s Safryid e g, wien fho

doric of the 5tn ZJaedion yms mopt effeetlve, When 1% wae weakegt,

Reagcig?

A, - The effectivences of the eeections incroased with the nassage of

time, due to increased experiecnce, I believe that this was
trus of many of my conlleagues, We enjoyed greater confidence
of superinrs as time passed,

Q. 43 In the light of war experiences, how would the Admiral change
or improve his 5th Section operations?

. A, Without guestion, the first change would be an increased
staff, to brins men of superior qualities into sub-section
(B) (Overseas territorics, Alaska, Hawaii, Guam) vhich was
vacant during the war, Another chanme would be improvement
of conditions under which we worked:

= 1, Communiecations, which were poor,
* 2. Printing facilities, which were.also pocr, and be-
came more so toward the end of the war,

]
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