AFPPA=14 (10 Apr 46) ' : \

ekt MACR X0, 14798 _ |
COPY WAR DEP!RTVENT COFY
HEADQUARTERS AR‘Y AIR FORCES
WASHINGTON

¥ISSING AIR CREN REPCRT
IMPORTANT: This report will be compiled in triplicate by each Army
' Air Forces organization within 4€ hours of the time 2n
sireraft is officirlly report missing.

1, ORGANIZATICN: Location: Nerth Cermand or Lir Force

GROUP__19th BC UA DET/.CH/ENT
2, SPECIFY: Point of Departure n, Fld, Guam j Course

Intended Destination_ Oguta, Japan ; Type of “"Ission Incendiary Bomb
J+ WEATHER CONDITIONS AND VISIBILITY AT TIVE OF CHLEH OR WHEN LAST REYORTED:___ :

Six t.LFF_t& elouds, -
4. GIVEY (a Dntuﬂ_&iﬂ_ﬁnaﬂm } And location of Lnast

knovn wheresbouts of missing sireralt Unknown
{b} Specify whether ( ) Last sighted; ( ) Lest contacted by radio;
Forced down; Seen to Crashj or (X) Informetion not available.

5« AIRCRAFT WAS I10S5T, OR IS BELIE‘-’ED TO YAVE BEEN LOST, /S ! RESULT OF (Check
only ones ( ) Enuw Pireraft; { ) Enemy Pnti-.iirr:rﬂft, ( ) Other Ciﬂ:umut. mees
as follows Unknown

6. AIRCR*FT: Type, Model and Series B-29 A~GOEEF Serial No. |

7. ENGINES: _ Type, Model and Serjes ; AEF Serinl No, (n)_ |

(b) DM-210469 (¢ td)_%mﬁ
8. TNSTALLED WEAPONS (kurnisn below Make, and 3arial Number) Browning MachinsGuns

1782346 f!;%ﬁ PHM_ En; 1?37641_13143__{{:;_%
a
1'?35'!&3 THE NS LIS YERE TED A :Eh Batlle Casualty f ;

or (b) Nen-Battle Casu-lty
10, NUMBER OF PERSONS ABOARD AIRCRAFT:; Crew 11 iPrssengers ) 1Total 12
. (Starting with pilot, furnish the following particularss If more that 11
persons were pboerd aircraft, list similsr particulnrs on separate sheet

and attached original to this form).

Name in Full Sarial

Crew Position (Last Neme First) Rank _Humber Status
1, Pilot__J . 7/, S
T BT 6
de 4
bs [
%- D -
7. g
b———
0, K O'Brien, Nartin Iu: Col 31379758 _ A/A_____
1. 3 Sagwdye, Robert R, . _Cpl 12201515 = /I/A .

12. IDENTIVY 2TI0W THOSE PERSONS .10 ARE RELIFVED Tr HAVE LAST KNO.LEDGE OF
ATPCRAFT, AND CHECX APPROPRIATE COLIMN TO INDICATE BASIS FOR SAME:

12. G ﬁllnl, lﬂ-“i. '- uml mmim n‘fh.

1 P




WD, Ha AAF, Washington, Missing Air Crew Report,
. : Contncted Sawr
* Neme in Full * Serial ) Sr=. Forced

Ly last
(Lest name first)  Rank _ Number . Radio ,Sighted Grash Lending

e

O __ i i

e —f - -—

iF PEHSONNEL ARE BELIEVED 10 [AVE SURVIVED, ABSVER YES 10 ONE OF THE
FOLLOWIN® STATEMENTS: (a) Perachutes were used ; (b) Persons were ssen
walking away from scene of cresh ; or (¢} Any other resson (Specify} _

e AT ]
Ladle
Ll

—Uninown . , - .
14. ATTACH EYZEWITNESS DESCFIFPTION OF CPASH, FOFCED LANDI NG, R OTE=SR CIRCIP'STAMCES
“PERFTAIVING TCQ VISSING AIRCRAFT.
ATTACR \ERTAL PHOTOGEAPH, MAP, CHART, OR SKETC!, SFOAINC JPPROXIMATE
IOCATION "HERE ATRCPAFT WAS LAST S3UN. :
16. ATTACH A DESCRIPTION OF THE EXTENT OF SEAFCH, IF ANY, AND TVEN NAvE, RINK

AND SERIAL NWMBER OF OFFICER IN CHARCL HEREMajor Wilsom Moore, 401212, Air

Sea Rescue Twentistn Air Force and U, S, Navy.

15

Drte of Feport 28 July 1945 (ELT)

e

(Signnture of Freparing OFFicer)
GEORGE T. CHADAELL,

' Lt. Colomel, Air Cgrps, * )

REMARKS: Commanding.
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AFFPA-14 (10 Apr 4€) ACR MO, Py

TAR DEPAFTVENT
HEADQUAKRTERS ARMY AIR FORCES
YASHINGTCN

TMFORTANT: This report will be compiled in triplicate by each Army
Air Forces organization within 48 hours of the time an
aireraft is officially reported missing.

1. ORGANIZATION: Ipcatinn:_lm_mm_m Comnand or Air Force__20th
AROUF 3 SQUADRON 28th S0, } DRTACHMENT

3, SPEEITY: Point of Departure N Fld, Guam ; Course _ 28° BTG
Intended Destination Qmuta, Jepen 1 Type of Mission Incendiary Bombg.

3. TWEATEER CONDITICNS AND VISIRILITY AT TIVE OF CPASKF 0OF N2 LAST REPCPTED:

L. OIVE: ::aE Date 27 July 456 Time ]200 i And locetion ast known
whereabouts of missing aircraft _ ~imess W] (S st

(b) Specify whether ( ) last sighted; { ) last co tactg@d by radio;
( ) Forced down; ( ) Seen to Crash; or ( 9 Information not available.
¢, AIRCRAFT ~AS LOST, OR IS BELIEVED 70 I'AVE GEEN 10ST, AS A FESULT OF (Check
only one: ( ) snemy Aircrafi; ( ) Lnemy Anti-Aireraft; ( ) Other Circumstances
as follows Unkoown..._._ ... ey -8 =
6. ATRCFAFT: Type, V'odel and Seri’t pe39 A=30:BN ~'F Serial o, 82-94088
7. E'mIres; Tvpe, Model and mriﬂsw 3 AAF Serial No, (a)__
D-212163 (b)__pN=210469 (¢ fd)Tm-:mun__.
B8, INST WEAPOMS (Furnish ke, sype and Number
lﬂiw _ih)_m _-f'flm—'{dl_ﬂm
() 1787282 (£)_1787018 (E) J(h)_1782107. .
9. TVE PIRSONS LYSTED BalO™ .ZFL REPORTED aS1 Lai Rattla Casualty_ X
, - or (b) Non-Battle Casualty _ _

10. NIMBER OF PEPSON3 AROARD AIRCRAFT: Crew 111 Passengers 1 1 Total ]2
(Starting with pilot, furnish the following particularsy 1f more then 1l
persons were aboard aircraft, 1ist similar particulars on geparate sheet
end attach oripginal to this form), ;

Name in Full - Serial
Crew Positicn (Last Neme Firgt) Renk Nunber status

i, Filot _Hewitt, James 5216 MIA

2. CE A sk mﬁ;ﬁ,mﬁ,:#'_"_._ﬁm_ﬁm

3 B R IRE - ', Charles S, F/0  __ T-130895 _ MIA

S  Gothie, Johm W. _ _ let Lt. 0-679500 . . MIA.

- VIR, . _Hinively, Wayn ani 1i. 0=2 07 A il

SRR ___Apdrews, Willism M. _B0829448  MIA.

8. 0 _ _ Zencker, Robert J, Cpl.  50.218484  MIA. .

TSI I  Stearns, Frederick A, Cpl.. 21 376108 __ MIA X

2ds B daiiia ~ _Q'Brien, Martin W.Jr. Cpl. 51 S797B8 . MIA

& T A __Sawdye, Robert R. RO T T ST 7 W

5 TRNFFY 4510 TOSE PUPSONS "HO /FE B LI-VZD T0 MAVE LAST MNCL'DAE OF
AIRCPA®T, AND GHECK APPF OFFIATE COLUME TO INDICATE "ASIS FOR SAMis

(Cont'd on other side)



"D, Hq AAF, “ashington, #issing Air Crew Report.

' Contacted Saw
Mame in Full Serial by last Saw Forced Curreat

(last Nome First) TFank Number Radio Sighted Crash Lending gta
_El;_nhn._lml_!-_ . Capt. D=728304  Passenger - MIA
3 i B
13, IF P.+SONNMEL ARZ RELITVID 10 FAVE SIFVIVaD, ANS'ER YLS 10 OMa CF TIL

FOLLOVING STATE'ENTS: 1a) Parachutes were used 3 (b) rersons were scen

walking away from scene of crash ; or (c) Any aqther reason (apeci fy)

v, TTRGT ST TNESS DESCRIFTION OF CRASY, FORCED LAWDING, (R OTHER CINCUMSTANCSS
PERTAINING TO MISSING ATRCHAI'T. < A

15. ATTACH AERIAL PUOTCORAFY, MAP, CHART, OF SKETCH, SHUWING APFROXTATE
10CLTION 'FEFE ATHCFAFT WAS LLST SHIN.

16, ATTWCP 4 DESCRIPTION OF THE EXTENT-CF SUARCK, IF ANY,iND CIVEN KAVE, RANY
A'D SEPTAL NU¥BER OF OFEICER IN CHAROE HERE_ e

Data of Report

(Signature of Freparing QO:ificer)

L1 L]

REMARKS : T
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19 September 19;5

SUBJECT: Miesing Air Crew Report for A/C No. 42-94098
19th Bomb Group, 28th Bomb Squadron

TO: Commanding General, 20th Air Force, AFO 234, ¢/o Fostmaster
San Francisco, California

1. Request investigation be male of circumstances of loss of subject
aireraft in view of information contained in attached letter.

2. Miseing Air Crew Feport states that circumstances of disappearance
of a/e 42-94998 are unknown,

3. Request specific answers to following question inasmuch as report

from Major 0'Kelly (listed as O'Neil in one latter) has been given to nmext
of kin of several crew members,

(a) How many planes participated in this mission?

(5) How mary were lost?

(¢) Were all crew members of all planes interrogated? '
(d) 1Is there any basis for Major 0'Kelly's report?

(e) Has anyth further been received regarding
subject a/c? |

4, Request this information be forwarded to this headquarters with
least practicable delay.

FOR THE COMMANDING GENERAL:

N, W.Aeed @

1 Inel N. W, REED g
Cy 1ltr fr Mre. Stearns Major, Air Corps 24064
Chief, Notification Section
Personal Affairs Branch’
Personal Services Divielon, AC/AS-l



AISTA 704 1st Ind

HEADQUARTERS TWENTIETH AIR FORCE, APO 234, o/o Postmaster,
San Francisco, California, 2 0.

TO: Commanding General, 31lith Bomb Wing, AFO 334.
Request compliance with basic communication and return
through this headquarters not later than & October 1G45.
BY COMMAND OF LIEUTENANT GENERAL TWINING:

4 - 0 coy (Ol )
1 Incl: n/e Qh—m - § N Jl.( o
cvail W Allen
Meior, Air Qorpe
Bolg Am | MLUKDL Leuera
AMGAP 704 24 Ind, T)iH; enik

HEADQUARTERS, 314TH BOMBARDMENT WING, AFO 334, c/o Fostmaster, San
Francisco, California, 3 October 1945.

TO1

i Commanding Of ficer, 19th Bombardment Group, AFO 334.

Forwarded for compliance with dbasic communication srd return

through this heedquarters not later than 5 Outober 1945.

n/e

BY ORDER OF COLONEL STORRIE:

:'I. Incls WM

ALVIN EASKIN,
Captein, AGD,
Adjutent Genersl.

/%1



Ltr, AFPPA-8-BML, Hq AAF, Washington, dd 19 Sep 45, Restricted, Sudj: MNiseing
Alrerew Report for A/C 42-04098, 13th Bem® Op, 29th Bomd 8q,

34 Ind, cont'd,

flak, 8Set on fire and attacked by enemy air-
craft, Went into undercast and expleded, Enemy
fighter attacied twice from the nose, After 3-29
blew up, something followed A/C $111 lands-end,
It was a single light wvhite at firet, then greem,
a 1 then red tint,

(8) A/O 363 At 1539Z, observed huge glow over target - this
derkkened then muge explesion seer, FPleces of

flauing dedris ssen falling. (Reporting A/0 was
some distance from observation),

(9) A/C 4082, At target, 1555Z, observed yellovish flare or
light hanging in sicy ahead of A/C. Clouds surroun-
ded object and huge glov was seen, ITraders def-
initely coming from an A/C were seen going inte
this glowing mase, bYoth from right and left side,

(10) A0 912, At 15573, 3300N-131008, tall gunner saw glowing
object follow reporting A/C over target. Then
saw 2 sets of tracers from left and head on and
object exploded in alr and again on ground,

d. Major 0'Neill's (referred to as Major O'Kolly's) statement, which
mey have become somevhat altered in passing through other hands,
was undoudtedly based on discussion witk observing crev members,
Hovever, his statement with regard to the likelihood of crev men-
Yers of A/C 43-94098 having dailed out cannot have been more than
conjecture, as pone of the reports indicate that chutes Were seen,
In viev of the hour of the ooccurrence, approximately 0130, loocel
time, 1t would have deen extremely difficult to see cimtes if sny
had sppeared, so the mere fact of a negative report on chutes ob-
gerved does not conclusively indicate thet there were nons.

e, No.

lonel, Alr Corpe
1 Inel: n/c
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389 Meln Street
Keene, N, H.
September 5, 1945

Commanding General
Army Air Forces
Washington 25, D, C,

Dear Sir:

No doubt you will have several other letters on this same subject,
:u; my husband and I would appreciate am opinion op the matter explained
elow,

Our sop, Corporal Frederick A, Stearns, 31375108, was reported
miseing in action since July 27, 1945. Today we received a letter from
Gen. Johneon seying: "The report reveals that your son's bomber was
neither seen nor contacted by radio after taking off from its home base,
therefore the circumegtances surrcunding ite loes are unknown,® .

Several days ago we received from Mrs, Marilyn Appleby, wife of
F/0 Charles S. Appleby, a member of the crew, a copy of a letter written
to her by her brother, a marine stationed on Cuam, Following are some
extracte from that letter:

"What I have to tell you was told to me by Chuck's operstional -
officer, Major 0'Kelly, who has given me permission to notify you....0m
the evening of July 26 three hundred and fifty Marianas based bombers flew
oever Kyushu on another raid...They struck in the darkness before dawn and
left their targets blazing, before they headed back for home...One plane
out of three hundred and fifty failed to return, and Chuck and his crew.
were flying that plane,

I'11 try to give you all the details of what Major 0'Kelly and several
others have told me. I have talked to several who saw the plane in its
last few moments, As the raid was condvcted at night it was difficult for
everything lo be recorded, The plane had fulfilled ite duly and was reluri-

ing to home, but was over the island of Kyushu yet. It was noticed that ore

engine ceught fire, but the plane remained on a level course and a few
mimutes later was seen to breek into three pleces and fall. Then a fire
starts in an engine they either "bail out" or try to put out the fire. In
order to put out a fire a plane stops the¢ ome engine and dives the plane
downward, If the fire is too bad they keep it level and they leave the
plane ard go for safety to the earth, That is believed to be the cause for
keeping the plane level and so they undoubtedly jumped,”®

Since the latter from General Johnson saye that nothing was heard from
our son's plane after taking off from its home base, we wonder whether the
informetion contained in this letter is accurate, Since it was told to the
marine by Major 0'Kelly, we assumed that it was probably so, but since
receiving the letter from Washington today we are somewhat doubtful, If




this story is true, it would seem that there is some chance that the vrew
members may have been able to "bail out" and we have felt a 1ittle encouraged.

Tould you tell us whether you think we should believe this story or
not? Please urderstand that I am not asking for an opinion as to what the
chances are that my son may have landed safely, But surely the story about
what happened to the plane must be so if Major 0'Kelly told it to the marine
himself, If we could think that it is true, it would held a good deal.

Sincerely yours,
/s/ Gertrude B. Stearns
(Mrs, Frederick C. Stearns)




HEADQUARTERS
314TH BOMBARDMENT WING
APQO 334, o/o Postmaster
San Franclsco, California

704.5 30 July 1945,
SUBJECT: Missing Alr Crew Report.

T0: Commanding General,
Aray Alr Forces,
Washington 25, D.C.
ATTN: AC/AS, Personnel Nofification Branch.

Transmitted herewith 1s Miseing Air Crew Report of
26th Bomberdment Squadron, 19th Bombardment Group, this
Headquarters dated 28 July 1945.

FOR THE COMMANDING OFFICER:

1 Inel:
Missing Alr Crew Report Lt Uol, AGD,
#1, cited sguadron, Adjutant General,



[N

19TH SU/BARDMENT GROUP
AFO 994, e,. Fostmester
San Franeisco, California

28 July 1945.

The following nemed officer, 26ta Bomberdment Squadron, 19th
Bombarément Group, was reported MIA with Lt, Hewitt's crow om the
bombing mission to Gmuta, Japan, 27 July 1945 (BLT). He held the

position of Bombardier Imstructor in the 28th Squadron and wert on

the missicn in this capacity:

Cxrew Position DI.HIIH. Ieak &N

c NELSQN, Louis W, Cupt. 07283504

Current

e



"
. | g
LY
L

Capts Louls ¥, Nelson
Aot 1t, Janes B, Howdtd
Lot L4 Joha ¥, Gothie
2nd L4, Vayne "hdtely

¥/0, Cirzlee £, Applety

l‘/ﬂ.hﬂ&.m
W-m&hﬁ-
8/5gt, Dem Thormtem
Opl. fotert J, iancher
Cple Frederick ‘. 'teurns

M ¥artin Y, 0'Brien Jr,

Cple fchers Ry Soulye

irs. Bernice Therston (mother; '

Wy 54 O, Bolayn (A her)
Elging Jom

nml.h-u;h"pnri!
Centerfisld, Uish

g
d

719 Do Barr Street
Forsan, Olshoss

s, Sume 5, iancher (mother) 4

Box 217
Star, ldsho

S s . e (it
Keene, Mew Mmmpshire |
ire. Milda T, O'Grien (mother) *

2l Blgelow . venus
Thosgeouville, Coanvoticut

irs Roy R l-z‘{lnhr) v
dgrth Evans, New York
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