. e (G.S.Kushida-'tr&ns.)

5097

(By Jukichi Okada, Mayor of Nagasaki City) . "/

1, CHANGES HE FIGHTING SPI OF THE PEOP

Owing to the strategié advances mede by the Japanese Army at the outset
of the war, and to the government's continued thought control which had been in
effect prior to the war, as well as to the reports and propaganda by radio,
newspapers, and magazines, the esprit-de-corps of the people in the initial stage

of the war was excellent.

Not E;;n the April, 1942 maiden air raid by the U,S. Air Force failed to
dampen the people's will to fight. Subsequently, even at the time of the failure
of the Japanese Army #n its attack on Wake Island, and the losses of the various
Solomon and Bismark islands, they believed in victory and the fighting spirit
was quite high, Since the middle of 1944, with the losses of Tarawa and Mekin
islands, and with the retreat of the Japanese Army on Saipan, after successively
repeated island fighting, the U.S. forces finally landéd in the Philippines.

Added to this, due to the continuous disadvantageous war situation,
the increase in the war dead and wounded, the imminent threat in domestic living
conditions, the added extreme scarcity of medicinal and medical supplies, and the
intensification of sir raids by the Allied force with the accompanying frequency
of air raid warnings, the people gradually became restless, and there were some

who began to harbor a feeling of uncertainty regarding the future of the war.

Since the occupation of the main island of Okinawa in June of this
year, the true strength of the illied force was felt; at the same time, despite
the fact that the government tried to enhance the fighting spirit from the damage
wrought daily by air raids, many of the people possessed tragic thoughts of the

entire people dying in honor, and it 1is undeniable that there was a trend toward

_ an ebb in the fighting spirit. / 7[ df-' /92.» g) (ﬁ[/ 4
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2, PEQPLE'S WARTIME LIVING CONDITIONS.

Mready, for four years previous to the start of this present war, Japan
had been in fact engaged in warfare in China, end the attrition of men and materials
have not been small. With the conversion of domestic industries into the munition
industry, the degree of scarcity in civilian goods had been mounting; with the
outbreak of the Greater East Asie war, owing to the need for further mammoth
munitions material, the scarcity was further intensified. On the other hend,

a tremendous amounf of shipping was necessary for the vast theater of war, and

since communications with Manchuria, Korea, and the China contimemt became gradually
pinched, even though staple food and condiments had been rationed, supplementary
food such as fish, meat, vegetables, and fruits also became scarce from lack of
labor and transportation facilities. Clothing and manufactured textile goodsg

also were placed under the chit system from February, 1943. The points were
gradually lessened on these itmes, resulting in tremendous numbers of people

lacking in the requisite food and clothing.

In medical treatment as well, there was a scarcity of doctors due to
their answering the call to colors; medicines end drugs and nutritious food were
also prone to be scarce; especially, in the upbringing of nursing infants, it be-

ceme necessary to give the fullest attention.

On the other hand, the hours which the housewives devoted to air

defense training and labor operations increased gradually, and the purchasing of

food required a longer length of time when compared with pre-war days of unrestrict-

ed sales; and in line with the intensity of the Allied air reids, they sought
shelter in the air raid shelters irrespective of night or day, so that their

1iving, both spiritually and materially, became extremnely cramped.,
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the
Regarding the recreation of?masses—-in order to plan for the free and easy

will of the people, the government did not effect any possible restrictions;
however, subsequent to the fall of Saipan this year, when the war situation became
unfavorable in the extreme, steps were teken against theaters, and even the radio,
newspapers, and magazines became extremely dull and monotonous from the difficulties
encountered in obtaining materizsl and by reflecting the fierceness of the war
situation, so that just prior to the termination of the war, it must be said that
the people just did not have th;?%fig to indulge in any form of entertainment.
Luxury items such as "sake" and tobacco were placed on the ration list—-

the former immediately following the start of the war, and the latter since the

summer of 1944—-extremely dulling the coloring in daily living,(meking life drab.)

To make a mimm long story short, due to the fact that all the various
material necessary for civilian 1ife had been chenmelled into munitional use
from the very outset of the Greater East Asia war, as time went on, the degrece
of scarcity was further intensified both in quality and in quantity, so that at

the time of the termination of the war, living was forced into the barest and

simplest form.

3, CHANGES IN THE WARTIME LABOR AND PRODUCTION CONDITIONS,

The majority of the workable males were called to the colors, and since
the number of young, healthy, experienced 2aborers gradually diminished, labor was
supplemented by the young, the transferees from other occupations, and by those who

had retired., Yurthermore, two years prior to the end of the war, labor was

supplemented by students and

pupils from various schools,

any by women and girls.
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Although the workers could not raise their efficiency proportionately
due to leng working hours, inexperience, and from weakening constitution, on the
whole, it may be said that comparatively, they did not lose their fizhting spirit

to the very last, and stuck to their posts.

In the industrial division--even though at the heginning of the wear,
and after long years of the China In’bident, there was a comparative surplus of
menpower and a considerable amount of material stock on hand--corresponding with
the march of events in the war situation, vaerious bottlenegks in materials and
in land and marine transportation --in, needless to say the munitions and the
various other industiies--became acute., Vith the advent of this year, factories
suffered heavily from air raids, either halting or slashing production, and production

plummeted the closer the approach to the end of the war.

4« REACTIONS TO ALLIED PROPAGANDA,

Due to the government's control against written propegenda, it is a‘
fact that there was practically no recognizable reaction to what appeared to be
Allied propaganda. Towards the end of the war, ih this city, the extent of it was
in rumors to the effect that "such and such was dropped by Allied planes" and it

appears that the effects thereof were practically unobserved.

5. ENHANCEMENT OF THE ESPRIT-DE~CORPS AND COUNTERMFASURES VS,ALLIED PROPAGANDA,

The enhancement of the fighting spirit was es ecially effect=d through
reports by newspapers, magazines, radio, plays, and movies, as well as by entertain-
ment facilities. As for bolstering done by the associations within the "cho"(machi)
there was a tendency for neighborhood and preservation squads to be merely engaged
concomitantly through the enforcement of savings, intensification of production,

and keeping the pg tightl ealed
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No special worked-out policy may be recognized in lectures, notices,
or in functions,

Ae explained under the aforementioned caption 4 (reactions to Allied
propaganda) the government's control against stratagem was enforced, and towards
the end of the war, notices were giwen especially in cases where propaganda leaflets

dropped by Allied planes came into one's possession, for the notification thereof.
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