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IDEAl'H CRUISE ON HELL SHIP. 

,1,~OOAmer.icans 'Died 

•
In 19-Day Trip' 

Starving Prisoners Three Holds 
Suffocated in Dark, 


Crowded Holds 


THIS is the atory 0/ the cruiael 
Of death. Forty-nine days 0/ 


aavagery a'nd tragedy unequal­

ed in the wdrin the Pacific. A 

Jap-made hell from which· 300 

Americalt8 out of 1,600 emerged 

'alive. 

SurvtVora were interviewed 

in prwm campa in Japan; on 

hospital ships and basea in the 

Pacific. 


It ia the atory ola torturoua ' 

journey on prison ships from 

Manila to Bouthern Japan dur­

ing ·which men diea from Jap 

bullets, American. bombs. suf­

focation, diaease, starvation and 

murder. Some went insane. 


An official r ecord cannot be 

prepared for weeka, Reliable 


. lista of living and dead are un­

obtainable at preaent. 
. In spelling f!:Ilmes Borne phO­


netic methoda kat/. ' to be u~ed 

because Of ·· tILe uncertainty 01 

the survivora. Qtherwi&e.its ac­

curacy ia undOubted. 


By GEORGE WELLER 

THIN from ' nearly three years' 
confinement, guarded by bayo, 

neted Japanese, a column of Arnerl­
' can prisoners numbering some­
where above 1,600 men shuffled 'in 
ranks of four through Manila's 
dusty streets on the morning of 
December 13,1944, on their way 
from Bilibld prison to what in pre- ~~~ii:iii~W~~ii.ii.iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 
war days had been known :as "the ­
million dollar pier." , ' ,' Position of prison chambers ' 

Th\!y shuffled rather than march­ of . the death ship is shown
'ed because the sun 'was hot .and 
many of them were ill. The ragged ~, ' . " . ' . 
street boys of Manila made them .number Is siven by various SUrvlV-. 
furtive "V-far-Victory" signs. In the OrS as 1.615,1,619 and 1,~35) march­
lace curtained parlors of the poor ed, slowly through Manda not only
Philippine homes the cheap radios because of heat and Ulness, but lie­
were turned on full 'blast as they cause ,rumor )lad already spread 
approached, then turned down··after that they:were bemg se,nt to J~pan. 
they left; an htqp-ect salute ·of· the It . e, tI;Ils report ml;aut that theil" 
undergroUfttl :. . Q$~~ llP~,oLb'IIil:\g. r~ 

"Ne!Ll'l~(,.n .son.; e vet- cued and freed by "1MAii<.lhuu 
erans of Cene onaflUtn. .t.orcea rGded. Oldtt * 
wright. defen116 of llIat oro: thur l anded on i.bte '1iUlP­
regldor and Mindanao: Touehlnt p~e lslands on October 20. . .1 
reference to the then unknown fate. The pti,sonl!n anUdplI.ted. that 
Of th~ men "Was made by Gfineral thel~ journey by ~a t a- Japan might 
W\inwrlgltt In his .own story .of take as mu'ch as a week or ten days. 
four years in Jap prisonS published Had they reallzed what lay ' ahead 
serially in ;The Evenm, , Bulletl•. of .t,hem-that some wotild die .of 
About hal! were officers. They r~p-: sWfocation before even the next . 
resented 90 per cent of the field, dawn-many · undoubte~y would 
staff and medical officers who had- have chosen Immediate death on 
sustained the defense of,the 'Philip- the bayonets of the Japanese gUllr~ 
pines for six months totally w.ith- who, flanked them. 
out help ~romthe UnitedS~tes, Tl:a,ic Journey Luted '7 Weeks -. 
. The .otfl6ers r anked from ·Navy .., . . , . .. . . 
commariders and ileutenllJlt:~JoneIs I luany of the 'prlsqners we.r.e ,sur­
of .the Army and · Marirles.' dowri vivors of Vie death marcil' from Ba­
through lieutenants and ' ensigns; taau .toCamp O'Donnell, where 
Some were clvUlans who had been the wilful denial of water and food 
commissioned hastily after Japan by the Japanese cost the lives of 
struck south, Others were civilians hundreds of Americans. These men, 
who had helped In the defense ot. lncluding everything from highly 
Bataan and Corregidor.wltho_ut ever tralned' West Point and AnnBPofJB 
having 'formally entered the armed graduates to hastily enreglstered 
forces. T here were also 37 British missionary chapl!llns" had ·no' ink~ 
prisoners. ling that they were setting forth 
""The 1,600 prisoners (the exact IConUnued aD Pare Ten, Column Onel 

1 



highest ranking ,officers before the 
others. It was this circumstanceDEATH CRUISE ON HELL SHIP which was to make the death toll 
the heaviest the first night among 

Heroes of Bataan Died from Lack of , A ir ~:n~~do/:~~~:~~eann;~~t~:I~O~~ni~
the hopeless struggle for Bataan 
and Corregidor. The aithold's' h ' 'Frele,ghter's Decks' hatch was cut off from' free circll­lation of air by bulkheads fore andHeneat
aft of it. A long Slanting wooden 

___-,--,;.. ~______________________ staircase extended some 35, ~,__ feet 
fConUnued from the First Pare) , down through the hatch, down 

ona journey no less cruel and far I Route of Death Cruise which the prisoners weakly crept.
more extended than the death 
march to Camp O'Donnell, ' a trip Officers Beaten with nroom~ 
which for deliberate butchery and When the first ,officers reached 
needless saci.'lfice would take its the bottom of the ladder' they were 
place with the Alamo and the Bos- met by a Sergeant Dau. well-known 
ton massacre. at Davao, who wore a sword and 

Instead of lasting ten days, as the I had several privates under him 
prisoners expectP,Q, their journey to armed with brooms. Dau used the 
Japan would last seven weeks. In- sword to direct 'the privates, and 
stead of going the whole distance on , the privates used their brooms to 1 

the ship waiting for them at the beat the American officers back as 
million dollar pier, the prisoners far as possible into the dim bays 
would use four ships, besides motor of the hold. 
trucks, railroad freight, carll and "We had to scamper back in 
their own naked feet. And instead there," one officer describes it, "or 

.of arriving in Japan with 1,600 sur- a get a crack from , the, brooms · 01"/I)!Ii < 

",iyOrs, they would reach there with '0 vaCL Ie .Dau's sword.- There was a platform 
.Stllhtly .over 400 still alive, most ~ about five feet high built over the 
of.whom would .be so far sunken 0 Ocean. hatch ,above, and so the little ligilt 
that more than a hundred would die • that came down in mid-afternoon 
soon after being turned over to pris- ,'"flO' was deflected., Long before the 
on authorities ashore. fI' hold was fllled the air was foul and 

About 1,880 prisoners were cram- "breathing was difficult. But the 
med Into Bilibid military prison In ;, Japanese kept driving more men 
downtown Manila when the Japa- down the ladder from the deck, and 
nese, who saw the MacArthur pincer 0 OKINAWA Dau and his men kept pushing the 
closing around them, decided to firstcomers farther back into the 
move them to Japan. Many, like ' alrless dark." 
Commander Warner Portz, sharp- This hold's dimensions none of the 
nosed, kindly former senior officer prisoners could then estimate, be-
of the Davao prison camp, and Lieu- cause it was already too dark. at 3 ' 

' tenant Colonel Kenneth S.Olson. lin the afternoon, ,to se . s limit.s, 
1who had been commandan\ there, IThe loading alone in this hold took 

had been moved northward to Ma- one and 1\ half hours. The- first 0[. 
nlla on June 6, leaving in Minda-" [jcers who had descended were sit­
nao a residue of 175 officers of I ling down in bays, a double tier 
junior grade and about 600 enlisted svstem of wooden ' stalls something 
men in the camps at Davao and like a p 'ullman car. The lower bays 
nearby Lasang. The fate of these were three feet high. A man could 
men is only partly known today, and neither stand up nor extend hi.5 legs 
the reported finding of large caches Sitting down In them. 
of American skeletons in Mindanao SOU! I!. joEach bay was about nIne feet from 
leaves it still unclaritied. rl the passageway to rear wall. The 

The prisoners were thin and P'p- · · Japanese insisted that the Ameri­
weak. Their sustaining dish in BilI- pn' n a cans could sit ifl rows four deep, 

bit! was lugau. Lugau is watered Sea. each man's back against his neigh-

rice' made into a thin, gluey sub- bor's knees, in this nine feet depth. 

stance. So unnourlshing is lugau S. The elder officers who were fOl'ced 

that many prIsoners descending back in the rear almost immediate-

from the second floor of the Bllibid 'Iy began to faint. Instead of making 

prison for their morning dishful on more space in the center under the 

the ground floor found themselves fading light of the hatch, the Jap­
still too weak to climb the stairs to ' anese insisted that the men in the 

their pallets again. They would re- Map traces the ~~ Clays or norror aouara Jap m:u !SnIp wm:n center should not , even sit down,
 ' 
main in the prison yard to await ' some 1,600 American- prisoners were. transferred from but should be left standing, packed , 
the evening bowlful In order to hus- Manila in the Philippines to Kyushu, southern Japanese isle together vertically. 
band their strength for the evening _= When the Japanese on deck look-
ascent of the single flight of stairs. . . ' . -- -:- ed down through,the hatch they saw 

Against this liability of their own American air attacks ~top~ed sud- small ration of soap and some tOilet a pit of living men, staring upward, 
weakness the column of prisoners denly on Noyember 28, glvmg t~e paper. I their chests and shoulders heaving 
had an asset: a dedicated group of Japanese their chance .to sneak th~lr Sympathetic Filipinos were often as they struggled tor air and wrig­
doctors, both army and navy, poor frelgh,ters Into M~nlla. As With rapped back by rifle butts for get- gled .for better space. "The first 
in medicine but rich in spirit. In dra~gmg fee~ the prisoners. marched ting too close to the prisoners. The , fights," says one officer, ''began 
one of the camps-Cabanatuan- their last miles on American soil, column reached the million dollar when men began to pass out. We 
there had existed a group of irre- they feared that for them MacAr- pier about 2 P. M. The pier was knew then that only the front men 
sponsible men who lived in part by thur would come too late. ,crowded with Japanese civilians by in each bay would be able to get 
manufacturing spurious sulfathio- Straggler. Clubbed by Japs h~ndreds, ~ll well dressed, with enough air." I 
zole tablets, stamp.ed with a m.old The Japanese had divided them Wives, babies, luggage and of~en (COP1rlrht. 1945) 
made from a cartridge and selling . t th G h' h large casks of sugar to take With · , m 0 ree groups. roup one, w IC th ' At th' h 0 k ' 
them to the J.apan~se guards. But numbered about 500 su erior offi- em. , e pier was t ~ roy u TO~IORROW: How HerMS of ~ 
the Bi,libid doctors were superior . I d d k f • P Maru, a passenger and freight ship Bataan and Corregidor Were Herd- I 
From May 30 1942 three week~ cers'dmc u e ran s rom n~vy cl?m- of 9-10,000 tons, built in Nagasaki in ed Into Dark Hold of the Japanese ' 

"C " d 0 man er and army or maflne leu- 1939 . 
a fter the faII 0 f orregl ~r, to .cto- tenant colonel down through major . Hell Ship. 
ber: ~943, the naval medical Unit at and navy senior lieutenant. Group On hand to supervise the priso.n- ( 
Bll1bld ha? 'been un~e~ C~mmander two had a few majors, all the rest ers were several Japanese whom the 
L. B. Sartm, of MISSISSIPPI, who was of the junior officers, and some navy prisoners knew. !here was General 1 I. 
then succeeded by Commander medical corpsmen attached to their K~a, who .w~s m c~arg~ of all ' l 
Thomas H. !fayes of Norfolk. Ha~es respective doctors,' and numbered prisoners In , the Phlllppmes, and I 
was marchm~ through the Mamla about 600. Group three included all als? .Lt. N. Nogi, director of the 
~treets now With the column, marc.h- non·commissioned officers and en- Bllibld Hospital, a former Seattle I 
109 towa~d t~e death that was walt- listed men, a ' few medical officers, physician,who'in general had been I 
!Eg for him In F ormosa. _ about 50 American civilians and 37 kind' to.. Amerlcana :rhe prisonc:rs! 

The Japanese h ad' m.ade ·lplans' for British prisoners. This last g'roup. mounted by single file the gang- I 
evacuating the American. so Oller, comprising some 520 men, was in phmk to ,the ship. The Japanese 1 
but :r.I~lla was under almost con- charge of chief boatswain Clarence sentries all had narugis or clubs. I 
stant IUr bomb~rd~ent.. They had Taylor, of Cloverdale, Va. , and Long The Americans were already show- I 
not dared to brmg m ships of larg~ Beach, Cal.;· who had been execu- Ing signs of straggling from ,weak- 'I 
enough tonnage to carry so ma.n), tlve of the naval receiving station ness and frequently had to be I 
men. From t~e upper levels of Bill- at Cavite. In marching toward the touched up with a blow of the I 

wa . 

I 
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u(tu a cc: lUUt! UL .L ", Ulllcei'S 0 1 .jiF':l ting down In b ys, a double tier 

junior grade and about 600 enlisted system of wooden' stalls something 
men In the camps: at Davao and... like a p 'ullman car. The lower bays 
nearby Lasang. The f a te ot these r were three feet high. A man could 
men is only partly known today, and , neither stand up nor extend his legs 
the reported finding of large caches 
of American skeletons in Mindanao SOli! ~ 
leaves it still unclarilied. n 

The prisoners were thin and 
weak. Their sustaining dish in Blli­
bilt was lugau. Lugau is watered 

,PoP-·' 
'Pn (n a 

Sea 
rice' made into a thin, gluey sub­
stance. So unnourishing is lugau 
that many priSoners descending 
from the second floor ot the Bilibid l 
prison for their morning dishful on 
the ground floor found themselves 
still too weak to climb the stairs to 
their pallets again. They would re­
main In the prison yard to await 
the evening bowlfui In order to hus­
band their strength for the evening 
ascent ot the single flight of stairs. 1 

Against this liabUity of their own 
weakness the column of prisoners 
had an asset: a dedicated group of 
doctors, both army and navy, poor 
in medicine but rich in spirit. In 
one ot the camps-Cabanatuan­
there had existed a group of irre­
sponsible men who lived in part by 
manufacturing spurious sulfathio­
zole tablets, stamped .with a mold 
made from a cartridge, and selling 
them ~? ~he ~apan!,!se guards. ~ut 
the Bi,l1bld doctors were superIOr. 
From May 30,. 1942, .three weeks 
after the fall of Corregld?r, to ~cto-
ber.' ~943, the navai medical umt at 
Bllibld ha~been ':In~e~ ~mmander 
L. B. SartlD, of MISSISSIPPI, who was 
then succeeded by , Commander 
Thomas H. !layes of Norfolk. Ha~es 
was marchln~ through the Mamla 
streets now With the column, marc,h-
Ing towa~d the death that was walt ­
i!'g for him in F ormosa. , ' 

The Japanese b ad m ade ~lans' for 
evacuating the American, sooner, 
but JilanlIa was .under almost con­
stant air bomb~rd~ent. They had 

I ' not dared to bring In ships of large 
enough tonnage to carry so m~ny 
men. From t~e upper levels of BII1­

' 
Map traces the 4!:1 oays or lJ,orror aouara Jap nell ~mp WUI:n 
some 1,600 American- prisoners were. transferred from 
Manila in the Philippines to Kyushu, southern Japanese isle 

_= __ 
' ' . ' . . 

American air attacks stop~ed sud- small ration of soap and some tOilet 
denly on Noyember 28, giVing t~e paper. 
~a~a~rse th~l~ ch~ce ,~o sn~ak th~tl~ Sympathetic Filipinos were often 

sitting down in them. 
j.Each bay was about nine feet from 
the passageway to rear wall. The 
Japanese insisted that the Ameri­
cans could sit ill rows four deep, 
each man's back against his neigh­
bor's knees, in this nine feet depth, 
The elder officers who were forced 
back in the rear almost immediate-
Iy began to faint. Instead of making 
more space in 'the center under the 
fading light of the hatch, the Jap­
anese insisted that the men in the 
center should not even sit down' 
but should be left standing, packed 
together vertically. 

When the Japanese on deck look­
ed down through,the hatch they saw 
a pit of living men, staring upward, 

Itheir chests and shoulders heaving 
as they struggled for air and wrig­

relg, ers In 0 ~Dl a. s w rapped back by rifle butts for get- gled for better space. "The first 
dra~glng fee~ the prisoners, marched ,ting too close to the prisoners. The fights," says one officer, "began
i~elr last :U~\ ~n ~~erlc~ s1il, , column reached the million dollar when men began to pass out. We 
they ea~~ a t or I tern ac r- pier about 2 P. M. The pier was knew then that only the front men 

ur wou come 00 a e. crowded with Japanese civilians by in each bay would be able to get 
Stragglers Clubbed by Japs hundreds, all well dressed, with enough air." 

The Japanese had divided them wives, babies, luggage and often '(COpyrl.ht. 194~)
large casks of sugar to take witpinto three groups. Group one, which h . 

I 

l 

I 

I 

numbered about 500 su erior offi- t em. At the pier was t~~ Oroyku TOMORROW: How I.'eroes of ! 

cers, included ranks fru~navy com- Maru, a passenger, an.d freight s~~p Bataan and Corregidor Were lIerd- : 

mander and army or marine Iieu- of 9-10,000 tons, bUilt In Nagasaki In ed Into .Dark Hold of the Japanese · 

tenant colonel down through major 1939. , Hell ShIp. 

and navy senior lieutenant. Group On hand to supervise the prison- ====- ----~-- , - ,
, ~-- --====
two had a few majors, all the rest ers were several Japanese whom the ( 
of the junior officers, and some navy prisoners knew. !here was General I 
medical corpsmen attached to their Koa, who was In charge of all I 
respective doctors, and numbered prisoners in ', the Philippines, and 
about 600. Group three included all also Lt. N. Nogi, director of the I 
non-commissioned officers and en- Bilibid Hospital, a formei' Seattle I 
listed men, a few medical officers, physician . who ' In general had been I 
about 50 Aroeri(:&Il civilians and 37 kind to..Americana• . -';I'he. prisonnP.r1 
British prls·oriers. This last group. mounted by single file the gang- I' 
comprising some 520 men, was in plank to ,the ship. The , Japanese I 
charge of chief boatswain Clarence sentries all had narugis or clubs. I 
Taylor, ot Cloverdale, Va" and Long The Americans were already show- I 
Beach, ,Ca!.,' who had been execu- Ing signs of straggling from ,weak- I 
tlve of the naval receiving station ness and frequently had to be I 
at Cavite. In marching toward the touched up with a blow of the I 

bId the Americans had wll:tched the, pier the prisoners were further narugi. , i 

Ame~ican carrier plan~s dlve-bomb­
~~~t~~eh~~:~ica,!'led~v~ob~~~~~: 
would be able to keep the 'harbor
clear of shipping long enough so 
that the Japanese would not at ­
tempt to evacuate them. ' 

For some reason, however, the 

broken down into sections of 200 The Japanese elected to fill t l}e I: 
men, and had been provided with a afthold first, and to put aboard ~ the 

l~=~~~~~~~!!!!:::::!!!!!!,!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!IJ!!!!!!;:;;;:;;;:;;===;;!!!!!!!!!!!!!5~ 

D ay-by-DayGistof. Death Cruise , 
December IS, 1944-Approximately 1,615 American officers and men 
, ,(Jess 37 British), rlefenders of the PhlI1ppines captured In 1942, 


march out of Bilibid prison and sail from Manila aboard S. S. 

Oroyku Maru. • 


December '1o, 1944-0royku Mllru arrives off Olongapo Point near 
Subic naval base with approximately 100 prisoners suffocated 
aboard. Ship, is sunk by American bombing with death of about 
200 more ' prisoners. 

December 15 to Zl-About 1,300 surviving prisoners camp on Olon­
gapo tennis court in open under Japane~e guns. 

December 21 amI 22-Prisoners are taken by truck to San Fernando 
Pampanga and lodged in jail and theater, 

December 24-Prisoners are taken In railroarl boxcars to San Fer­
nando del Union in Lingayen Gulf. 

December 26-Prisoners ar e embarked aboard two freighters, "No. I" 
,and "No. 2" for Formosa. 

January I, ]94:1 - Prisoners arrive at Takau, Formosa, anrl are 
subsequently reunited on "No.2." Thirty-seven British are de­
barked to be sent to theil' Formosan priwn camps. 

January 6--Prisoners are again bombed by American planes with 
loss of about 350 more livp.s. Japanese refuse permission to re­
move bodies of dead from ship's hold. 

January 8-Jap~nese .give permissipn for American bodies to be re­
moved . I ' '\ 

January 8 to iO-American bodies are taken ashore and cremated. 
,January l!f':""'Survivors nU~lberingabout' 900 are transferred to an­

other freighter and sail for Japan. " 
January 30-Frelghter arrives at MOji, Kyushu with approximately 

435 prisoners alive. 
FebruarY~AppI'oximately 120 more prisoners die of effects of deat.h 

cruise. Of 1,615 who left Manila about 300 prisoners survive to 
be liberated in camps in Manchuria and Kyushu in September. 

http:prisonnP.r1
http:COpyrl.ht


DEATf/ eRU/SEON HEL.L SHIP. 


. j . 

Hatches Closed When 

Americans Appeal 


For Mercy 


GEORGE Weller contilZ!lc.~ 

hi .~ dramatic ~tory "Death 
·Cru.ise 011 Hell Ship," tduclt 

reveals ,lap OTutalit.lIltllcqualcfl. 
in tILe Pacific war. Of some 1,601J 
A merical! 1JTisolwrs taken from 
Manila to southenl Japan,ap­
proximately 300 survive(l the 
ordeal. Their stories were ob· 
tflined b11 ,\Veller ill priso)1 
Clllnps, 1'est camp,~, hospital 
ships aud at ·Americml bases iii 
t/tll .Pacific. . 

By GEORGE WELLER 
On December'13, 1944, the Japs 

began, herding some 1,600 Ameri­
cans, already weak and ill from 
nearly three years in Philippine I 

: prisoncamps,-.into the holds of the 
I hell ship Oroyku Maru in Manila. 

The men were to be taken to Ja­
pan, a trip they expected to last 
ten days. ' It took seven weeks of 

I .fantastic suffering, of madness, 

Commander 
FRANK J. BRIDGET, USN 

starvation and of death that came I Tried to keep struggling
quickly to the lucky ones. 

On that December afternoon 800 
men, including most of the higher. 
ranklng officel's, had been jammed 
into the dark, airless, foul-smelling
after hold. These men already were 
face to face .with death and the 
battle for survivaL 

.~leanwl;iie, . the Japanese .were 
',' herding abou t 600 others forward to 
the bow hold. The air here, too, 
was foul. Finally, the last party to 

'1 board, approximately 250 enlisted 

. 
fellow prisoners in order. 
He died later of starvation 

and Jap beatings 
====~========== 

Japan to Java, the treatment de· 
pendedon the interpreter more 
than on the commanding officer. 
Toshino left as much as possible to 
the interpreter, and his interpreter 
was a Japanese no survivor will ever 
forget. 

men and civilians, got the only fully Hunchback Jap Chief Torturer 
ventilated hold of the Oroyku Ma- MI'. Wads was a hunchback. He 
ru, the second hold forward. hated the straightbacked world with 

About 5 o'clock the Oroyku Maru a cripple's hatred, and a\l his hatred. 
· cast off, and headed down the bay. had turned itself on the Americans. 
' jNow the prisone~s d.iscovered into He had been an interpreter at Min­
· whose hands theIr lIves had been danao, and already laid up for hlm­

committed. Their guards were self an unusual record as spy and 
• mixed, some Japanese but mostly stool pigeon. The blood of the 

Formosans·; or as they were taught Americans who were to die need­
· to call them, "taiwanis." The whole lessly between Manila and Moji is 

'party was in charge of Lieutenant on the hands of all the Japanese into 
'T05hino, a Japanese officer of some- whose care they were committed. 
what western and Prussian aspect' IEut if you believe what the survivors 
with short clipped hair, spe~tacles say, the man whose hands are most 
and a severe manner. ineradicably smeared is Mr. Wada. 

Though Lieutenant Toshino was \There was something 'about him 
nominally in command, the real con- that made him always be called 

I trolfell, as it often did in Philip- "Mr." Wada. 
pine prisons, in the hands of the in· The Oroyku Maru, as It tnoved 
Itel'preter. In the prisons of Luzon down the barboI', became part ,,[ 
,and Mindanao, as everywhere from <Continued on Page 21, ColumD Three) 

I~--'--'-
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CITY MAN SURVIVED 

HELL SHIP ORDEAL 


But his Navy Friend from 


Philadelphia Died in 


Airless Hold 

George \Vel1ers tragic narrative. 

"Death Cruise on - a Hell Ship... • 
which started serial publication in 
The Bulletin yesterday, holds more 
than passing interest for one phila­
delphia.n. • 

He-is Chief Pharmacist's lI'Iate Al­
fred Staples Hagstt'Om. 1720 Spring 
Garden st., now attached to the 
Naval Hospital here. He is one of 
the 300 Americans out of 1.600 pris.. 

, oners aboard the Japanese ship 
Oroyku Maru who survived the ter­

-rible voyage from the Philippines 
to Japan. as described in Weller's 
iale. 

He saw t.he second atom ball fall =============!!!!!!!~ 
en Nagasaki. That is. he saw the 
£!normous. mushrooming ball of fire prisoner when General Wainwright 

.' - Ilnd smoke that went up from it and had to surrender. For nvo years be-
later. saw the indescribable effects. fore MacArthur landed in Leyte he 

He speaks with sorrow of another was a )Jrisoner. Then carne the hell 
Philadelphian, Pharmacist's Mate 
2d class Luther Carl Compton, who 
died that first terrible night in the 
after hold of the Oroyku. smoth­
ered to death. Most of the men sent 
Into that hold and packed in so 
tightly they could get no air were 
high-nnking officers. Cornpton was 

_sent along to look after them. most 
of them being ill or wounded. Many 
of them died the first night. Comp­
ton's widow now lives and worl;s 
here, 
""as on Corregidor 

Hagstrom was attached to the 
4th Marines at Shanghai when they 
were evacuated to the Philippines 
before Pearl Harbor. He Is sel'ving 
his ninth year in the Navy. They 
landed at Olongapo in the Sullic 
Bay region and almost at once be­
came -engaged with the Japs. He 
went all through the tragedy ot 
Bataan. was among those who got 
away to Corregidol ' and was tak.:>n 
- ==:============= enough you got away before the 

rock fall. Not many of us were fast 
by that time. We had only a few 
rags for clothes. almost no food. 
Beatings and clubbing with rifle 
butts was so common you hardly 
noticed when someone else was hit. 
Saw Nagasaki Ruins 
);,"About a month before the Japs 
qUit. I broke my arm and was taken 
out of the mine. After we were 
rescued. on our way to the dock. 
we were taken through what had 
been Nagasaki." 

"The city just wasn't there." he 
said. "\Ve knew then what that big - through, - Mr. Wada came again to 
ball of fire and smoke that we saw 
had done. If you had a model town 
built at wood and went over it with 
a plumber's blow torch, I imagine 
you might leave something that 
would look like Nagasaki. 

"The first Amel'ican I saw was 
Admiral Richard E. Byrd. He was 
gathel'ing evidence of Jap atrocities 
and Questioned me at length. 

"When I got to the dock, there 
was the cruiser Mobile. the most 
hcnutiful c;ght I had ever sC!en. And 
the biggest thrill any of us got was 
to see the Stars and Stripes floating 
over her'. Boy. that was a sight! It 
was so long since any of us had 
se~n The ~Iag." The wa:r Hagstrom I 
SaId that, It was all capital ~etters, 

He wears, besides hIs service rib-
bans. the Navy and Marine Presi· . 
dential Citation rihhnn . th.. A ...m.v 

ship voyage. 
."That's a good name for it-hell others simply grabbed blindly in the 

ship", Hagstrom says. "There's no 
use my trying to describe it when 
George Weller is doing the same 
thing. only I went through it. For 
30 days straight we had nothing to 
eat, almost nothing to drink. We 
were naked as we were born in 
winter weather. You get so vou 
don't miss food much. but the agony 
of thirst is always with you. I lost 
80 pounds. from 180 to 100. I've got 
-most of it back, but it's fatly tissue 
a nd some water from wet beriberi. 

"At Nagasaki I was put to work 
in a Jap coal mine. It was so deep 
that the trip d.own took halt an 
hour. There wasn't any safety fac­
till'. VIe worked with . Korean and 
Chinese slave lat-:,r, as well as 
Dutch. Australir.ii and English prls­
oners and Jap),'Jlliners. too. Nearly 
every r]ay">;t,Ineone was killed. You 
wou'.~ hear the roof timbers begin 
to ' creak and if you were fast 

Was on Hell Ship 


HAGSTROM 


DEATH ­CRUISE ON HELL, SHIP 

Heat, Bad Air Drive SO] 

To Knife Their Own 
(Continued trom the First Pare) 

i convoy of five merchant ships, 
protected by a cruiser and several 
destroyers and lighter- craft. They 
moved without lights. - their holds 
vomiting forth the hoarse shouts of _ 
the Americans. Discipline had be­
gun to slip in the struggling pits of 
the No.3 and No.1 holds. As air 
grew scarcer. the pleas for air grew 
louder and more raucous. Before 
long the Japanese threatened ­ to 
board down :the hatch and cut off 
all air. 

As -the cries ot struggling men 
persisted, the Japanese lowered 
down into the complete darkness 
of the pit a series of wooden buckets 
filled with fried rice, cabbage and 
fried seaweed: In the stifling dark­
ness, filled with moans and wild 
shouts. the buckets were handed 
around. The officers who had mess­
kits scooped In the buckets; the 

darkness. palming what they could. 
Some ate. but those in the rear 
ranks got little. 

Fear was already working its way 
on the bowels and kidneys of the 
men. Asked for slop buckets. the 

lJapanese sent them down. But 
the e buckets circulated in the ut- i 
ter darkness far less readily than 
tbe similar fOod buckets. A man ! 
could not tell what was being pass- I 

! 
I 
I 

American prisoners. c 

cd to him. food or eXCl·ement.­
Noise Displeases Mr, \Vada 

Mr. \Vada _was very dissatisfied 
\.,Ith the clamor Issuing from the 
struggling pits of Americans. "You 
are disturbing the Japanese women 
and children," he called down from 
the top of the hatch to Commander 
F rank ' Bridget. --who was shouting 
himself hoarse trying to keep order 
among the suffOCating men. "Stop 
your noise, or the hatches will be 
closed." - ­

[Editor's note: Commander Brid­
get was 48 years old, born in Wash­
illgton. D. C. Had seen 28 years' serv­ ~!!!!!!!~=!!!!!!!!!!!!!!===~!!!!!!!=!!!!!!!!!!!!!!~ 
ice in the Navy. Horne was In Cali­
lornia. Was awarded the Navy Cross had broken out on the horizon at 
and the Silver Star of the Army for that point where the Japanese cruis­
heroic service in the Philippines. er had -been . 
A Navy aviator') The Oroyku Maru crept t.hrough 

The noise of the crazed men could ·the mouth of Manila Bay and turned 
not be stopped and the hatches were thward in the darkness hugging
closttd , That was about 10 o'clock. nor • 
Then some of the men cl'ept up the closely the Luzon shore so that the 

'ladder -and parted the planks slight-
Iy. so that a little air ' could get 

the edge of the pit. "Unless you are 
quiet I 'shall give the guards the 
order to fire down into the hold." 
A kind of relative quiet had settled 
on the hold, the quiet of exhaustion 
and death: The floor was covered 
with excrement and urine. Almost 
atl the ' officers had stripped their 
bodies. so that the pores would have 
a chance to breathe what the lungs 
equid not. \ 
~Occ8.J;ionally an American wo"ld 
awaken from-""8"Sfupor out a I\1S 

Dilnd, One -began calling. around 
n\J.dnlght, "Lieutenant -Toshino. 
Lieutenant Toshino!" The others. 
fearful that the hatch would be 
closed again. shouted "knife him. 
knife that s __ b!" Some one said. 
"Df!nny, you get him!" There was 
aT movement a struggle and a 

• ' .. 

reach for light and air as co 
cesses behind them. Men w 

darkness and fetid a 

remaining vessels in the convoy 
could protect her. Meantime death 
strode through the fetid. slippery 
bays, taking impartially soldiers 
old and new. Major James Brad­
ley of Shanghai's !/lmous 4th Ma­
rines. passed away, Lieutenant Col­
onel John H. Ben nett of the 31st 
Infantry was suffocated and also 
Lieutenant Colonel Jasper Brady, of 
the same outfit. The Army Lieuten­
ant Colonel Norman B. Simmonds. 
\vho had the curious record of OtIce 

_ 

http:Australir.ii


I 
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As t he cries of struggllng men 
persisted, the Japanese lowered 
down into the complete darkness 
of the pit a series of wooden buckets 
filled with fried rice, cabbage and
fried seaweed. In the stifling dark­
ness. filled with moans and wild 
shouts, the buckets were handed 
around. The officers who had mess-
kits scooped In the buckets; the 

others simply grabbed blindly in the 
darkness, palming what they could. 
Some ate, but those in the rear 
l"8.nks got little. 

Fear was already working its way 
on the bowels and kidneys of the l 

Japanese sent them down. But 
these buckets circulated In the ut- i 
tel' darkness far less readily than , 
the similar fOod buckels. A man' 
cOUld not tell what was being pass- I 
ed to him. food or excrement.­ I

I
Noille Displeases IUr. \Vada I 

, . fi dl 
Mr. Wada .was very dlssatls e 

\~lth the clamor Issuing from the 
struggling pits of Americans. "You 
are disturbing the Japanese women 
and children," he called down from 
the top of the hatch to Commander 
Frank Bridget, ' who was shouting 
himself hoarse trying to keep order 
among the .suffocating men. "Stop 

Oroyku Maru who su rvived the ter- all air. 

high-ranking officers. Compton was e~t, almost nothm,g t~ drlllk. ~e men. Asked for slop buckets, the 

rible voyage from the Philippines 
to Japan, as described In Weller's 
tale. HAGSTROM 

He saw the second atom ball fall 
Th . h tl ' 

cn Nagasaki. at I~, e saw .1e prisoner when General Wainwright
~nol'mous, mushroommg ball ?f fire had to surrender. For '(wo years be-
and smoke tha~ went ';Ip from It and fore MacArthur landed in Leyte he 
later, saw the .mdescrlbable effects. was a pl·isoner. Then came the hell 

He speaks WIth sorrow of another ship voyage
Philadelphian, Pharmacist's Mate " , . I II 
2d class Luther Carl Compton, who '. ~,hal 5 a good na?:e "tor It-:- Ie 
died that first terrible night in the sIup , Hags,trom S8)S. Th~re s no 
after hold of the Oroyku, smoth- use my trymg to des~rlbe It when 
ered to death. Most of the men sent G~orge Weller IS domg the. same 
Into that hold and packed in so thmg, only ~ went through It. For 
tightly they could get no air were 30 days straIght ~ve had n~thlng to 

. sent along to look after them, most '\.~re na~ed as. \\e "ere born III 
of them being ill or wounded. Many \\m,ter ."e8the!. You get so you 
of them died the first night. Comp- don t nlls~ food much, . but the agony 
ton's widow now .Jives and worl,s of thIrst IS always With you, I lost 
here 80 pounds, from 180 to 100. I've got 

. 'most of it back, but it's fatty tissue
""as on Corregidor d f b 'b .

Hagstrom was attached to the an some water rom wet ert erl. 
"At Nagasaki I was put to work 

4th Marines at Shanghai when they in a Jap coal mine. It was so deelJ 
were evacuated to the Philippines that lhe trip down lOok hall an 
before Pearl Hal·bor. He is sCl'ving hour. There wasn't any safety fac­
his ninth year in the Navy. They lor. \Ve worked with . Korean and 
landed at Olongapo in the Subic Chinese slave lat.:--r, as well as 
Bay region and almost at once lJe- Dutch, Australir.n and English prls­
came engaged with the Japs. He oners and Jap}'lTliners, too. Nearly 
went ali through the tragedy of every r1ay'bt-dieone was killed. You 
Bataan, was among those who got wou'..t hear the roof timbers begin 
away to Corregidol' and was taken 1.0" creak and if you were fast 

enough you got away before the 
rock fall. Not many of us were fast 
by that time. We had only a few 
rags for clothes, almost no food. 
Beatings and clubbing with rifle 
butts was so common you hal'dly 
noticed when someone else was hit. 
Saw Nagasaki Ruins 

"About a month before the Japs 
quit, I broke my arm nnd was taken 
out of the mine. After we were 
rescued, on our way to the dOCk, 
we were taken through what 118d 
been Nagasaki." 

"The city just wasn't there," he 

I said. "\Ve knew then what that big 
ball of fire and smoke that we Saw 
had done. If you had a model town 
built of wood and went over it with 
a plumlJer's blow tOl'ch, I imagine 
you might leave somet.hing that 
would look like Nagasal'i. 

"The first American I saw was 
Admil'Rl Richard E. Byrd. He waS 
gathering evidence of Jap atrocities 
and questioned me nt length. 

"When I got to the dock, there 
was the cruiser Mobile, the most 
heautiful s!ght I had evcr scen. And 
the biggest thrill any of us got was 
to see the Star:s and Stripes floating 
over her. Boy. that was a sight! It 
was so long since any of us had 

I se~n The ~)ag." The wa~ Hagstrom I 

saId that, It was all capItal retters. 
He wears, besides his service tib­

bans: the . Na.vy a~d Marine Presi­
dentlal CItatIOn rtbbon, the Army · 
Distinguished United CItation rib- . 
bon, awarded Navy personnel who, did it get him!" And there was 
fo.ught on Bataan and Corregidor 
WIth the Army, and the. Purple 
Heart ribbon . Also he treasures 8 
letter from President Truman, sen t t 
to returning prisoners of war, weI- ­
coming them home and paying tri- ­
bute to their service. 

Hagslrom was married In 1939 to 
! Ruth Lewis, of Hammonton, N. J ., 

then a nurse in West Jersey Hos­
pital, Camden. She became a Navy 
nurse duringlhe war and now is 
attached to the Philadelphia Gen­
eral Hospital. 

your nOise, or the hatches will be 
closed." · . 

[Editor's note: Commander Brid­
get was 48 years old, born in Wash­
ington, D. C. Had seen 28 years' serv­
ice in the Navy. Home was in Cali­
fornia. Was awarded the Navy Cross 
and the Silver Star of the Army for 
heroic service in the Philippines. 
A Navy aviatOr.] 

The noise of the crazed men could 
not be stopped and the hatches were 
elos.ct. That was about 10 o'clock. 
Then &orne of the men crept up the 

closed again, shouted "knife him, 
knife that s __ b!" Some one said, 
''Denny, you get him!" There was 
a movement, a struggle and a 
scream in the darkness. Then some­
body else called: "Get Denny, he 

anoth~r struggle. Then there was 
foreboding quiet, all who heard won­
derlng what had happened. Men 

ho owned jackknives unclasped 
the big blade, prepared to fight if 
they were attacked. 

Yank Sob. AUa Convoy 
Around midnight the convoy itself 

ran into difficulties. The American 
planes were sparing Manila Bay by 
day, but the submarines were still 
palroling by night. The night at­
tack, a specialty of the Am~rican 
underseas fleet, was at its high point 
of the war. Prisoners who crept UP'l 
the ladder to open the planks for air 
l;f!ported an enormous floating fire 

I 

American prisoners, crammed 
reach for light and air as co 
cesses behind them. Men W 

darkness and fetid a 
===============~ 
had broken out on the horizon at 

that point where the Japanese cruis­
er had been, 

The Oroyku Maru crept through 
'the mouth of Manila Bay and turned 

orthward in the darkness, hugging 
n e 
closely the Luzon shore so that th 

ladder -and' parted the planks slight- remaining vessels in the convoy 
ly, so that a little air' could get could protect her. Meantime death 
through. Mr. Wada came again to strode through the fetid, slippery 
the edge of the pit. "Unless you are bays, taking impartially soldiers 
quiet I shall give the guards the old and new. Major James Brad-
order to fire down into the hold." ley of Shanghai's famous 4th Ma­
A kind of relative quiet had settled rines, passed away, Lieutenant Col­
on the hold, the quiet of exhaustion onel .John H . Bennett of the 31st 
and deat.h: The floor was covered; Infantry was suffocated and also 
wUh excrement and urine. Almost Lieutenant Colonel Jasper Brady, of 
atl the officers had stripped their the same outfit. The Army Lieuten­
bodies, so that the pores would have ant Colonel Norman B. Simmonds, 
a chance to breathe what the lungs who had the curiOUS record of once 
c uld not. '\ 

Occasionally an American wOHld 
awaken from-asfupor- ouC'O fllS 

Mind. One began calling, around 
nildnight, "Lieutenant . Toshino, 
Lieutenant Toshino!" The others, 
fearful that the hatch would be ' 
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. Houser, an outstandingly capable Ithrough the parted planks 0 t 
Igure who had organized M. P.'s of hatches, the men in three holds 
sort to keep order in the darkness, looked ~bout them; Some men \~el'e 
ho had busied himself running up in a stupor, a few were dead, a few 

UISE ON HELL, SHIP 

P ·0 the ladder to plead with the Japa- were mad. 'The first step wasDrive S"- orne rlsoners ese and cleaning up excreta in the get the insane under control. In the 
, ' darkness, was felled with exhaus- pit of the afthold, which was"d tion and later took the short way worst affected, there wereife Th~ir Own Cornra es' home. He had been General Jona- decks and a bottom hatch, leading 

than M. Wainwright's adjutant dur- into the bilge. The most violent of 

)rn in Wash­
3years' serv­
was in Cali­ ========================~~===~ 

e Navy Cross had broken out on the horizon at having been middleweight boxing 

t PI,.) 

hant ships, 
md several 
Il"aft. They 
their holds 
'e shouts of 
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us. Before 
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ggling men 
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Ig from the 
:icans. ''You 
nese women 
down from 

Commander 
ras shouting 
o keep order 
men. "Slop 

ches will be 

~ander Bl'id­

Arms Outstretched, Begging 


American prisoners, crammed into hold of lap prison-ship, 
reach for light and air as comrades suffocate in dark re- , 
cesses behind them. Men were driven mad by the heat, 

darkness and fetid air of the three holds 

ing part of the battle for Bataan. those who were mad were lowered 
Maj I' Maynard Snell, a veterinari- into this sub-hold. 

who nact been a ' professor at ~It was hot. The labored working 
LouisIana State University, fell ,and of hundreds of lungs had expelled 
'O!e no more. moisture which clung to the 

But in the darkness few kne\v of the ,bulkheads in gl'~at 
tllal t hese men had died, It is even 
po 

c:lually pass away till the next eve­
ning. ~"Once 'you passed out, you 

you were dead. 

Temperature 130 in Hold 
""The tempe'rature ' down there 

must have been 130 degrees at least, 
and it took a long time for a body 

d • to grow col " 
Major Howard Cavender, Dollar 

Line representative in Manila and 
manager of the Manila Hotel, wns 
among those who succumbed but 
were not recognized till light came. 

There was a tendency on the part 
of men near the border of madness 
to get up -and wander around, ns 
though to get assurance where they 
were. "You would meet one of these 
men. He would seem to tnlk per­
fectly normal. But all the time he 
we,mld keep putting out his hands, 
placing them on your shoulders in 
t he darkness, running them up and 
down your arms in the darkness, liS 
though trying to make sure that you 
and he were alive, and that you both 
were real. If you stepped away, 
he would follow you, pawing and 
trying to put his face close tei yours, 
to make sure you were there." 
I 

t~ey looked at their hands. 

had been soaked ,a long time 
hot water. But their throats 
sandpaper dry. They ,were in 
first stages of weakening through 
dehydration, aggravated by the loss 
of body salts, the spE:rks of energy. 

fCOPY1'lCtlt. 194~' 
TOt\IORROW _ 1,600 Prisoners 

Fight for Life in the Alrless Filthy 
Pits. 
------~ 

he Army for that point whcre the Japanese cruis-
Philippines. er had been. 

The Oroyku l'vIaru crept through 
d men could the mouth of Manila Bay and turned
atches were . ' 
,10 o'clock. northward In the darkness, hUgglllg 

crept up the ,closely the Luzon shore so that the 
lanks slight- remaining vessels In the convoy 
II" could get could protect her. Meantime death 
me again to strode through the fetid, slippery 

nless you are bays, taking impartially soldiers 


guards the old and new. Major James Brad­

0 the hold." ley of Shanghai's famous 4th Ma­


had settled rines, passed away, Lieutenant Col­
,f exhaustion onel John H. Bennett of the 31st 
,:"as covered Infantry was suffocated and also 
rl~e. Almo~t Lieutenant Colonel Jasper Brady, of 
Ll'lpped their the same outfit. The Army Lieuten­

would have ant Colonel Norman B. Simmonds, 
~at the lungs who had the curious record of O'Ilce 

\, 

~rican wOllld 
out-or-lIls 

.ling, around 
~t 'Toshlno, 
The others, 

~h would be ' 
"knife him, 

)me one said, 
There was 

Iggle and a 
Then some­

!t Denny. he 
Id there was 
en there was 

champion at Annapplis" wen't down 
and did not arise:'': Major Houston 
.;;;~::;;;::;;;;:::::::;~~=======r 

to 

the 
two 

side~ 

drops, 
Men tr,led to scrape oft l~lIS ~OIsture 

Ible that some ot them did not and drln~ It. Naked, sitting h~e g~l­
ley slaves between ~ach other s legs, 

Thel~ 
were gone," as an officer says, "but tl11gers seem~d long and thin, The 
only those near you could tell that ends were wrinkled as though th,:y 

In 
were 

the 

As the tjrst faint light crept do\vn 



DEATH CRUISE ON HELL SHIP 

Yank Bombs Hit Sick; 

\ No Water to Drink 

Crazed Prisoners, Mad with Thirst, Drink 


Blo~d; Dead Lie in Piles 


' 

CONTINUING hill moving 
story of "Dea,th Cruise," 

George ' Weller describes the 
amazing horrors of the first 
tlight and the nrrivalof the 
prISon Rhip off Sitbic Bay car­
ryi1tg 1,600 prisolterll from Ma­
'lila to Southern Japan. Ap­
proximately 300 men 3urvived 
the seven weeks' ordeal. Their 
storiCll, ga,thered in prison 
camps, Test campI!, hospital ships 

, and ' American basell, make a 
,tale of brutality unequalled ill 
,the Pacific war. 

By GEORGE WELLER 

JAMMED into the alrless, filthy 
, 

build, under medium size, about 150 
pounds, with a thin face and marked 
bow legs. 
+To the few who were not naked­
some had kept on their clothes even 
in the dripping heat as protection 
against being pawed by the wander­
ing insane men-he said: "Take off 
all the clothes you can. Don't move 
around. You use up extra oxygen 
that way and you sweat more. Use 
your shorts to fan each other." 

He showed them how the little air 
that, came 'down ,the hatch could be 
fanned with easy motions back Into 
the rear bays. Some' of the officers 
In the rear bays, lying in a stupor 
between suffocation and life, came 

pits of hell that were the three slowly alive. Others did not stir. 
holds of the Jap prison ship Oroyku The Japanese lowered a little rice,

and it was distributed by Warrant 
Maru, approximately 1,600 Ameri- , Officer Clifford E. Sweet, of the 
can prisoners fought for life. The U. S. S. Tanager. Water there was 
heroes of Bataan, Corregidor and 
the March of Death to Camp O'Don- none. 
nell were face to face with death Warrant Officer Smith looked 
again. around his tiny post on the vibrating 

Some already had failed. ' They counter of the ship. In a ten-foot 
had suffocated, been slain by their circle around him there were five 
fellows or simply had died of weak- officers. They sat, doubled up and 
ness from almost three years In prls- naked, like white-skinned fakirs 
on camps. Some were Insane, all praying. But they were cold and 
were naked or nearly so, and hun- dead. He wondered particularly 
gry, thirsty, sick. It was December, what had happened to 'one big man 
1944, and , they were on their way who had kept walking around all 
from Manila to Japan. night, stepping ' indifferently on 

Already they had spent one night , bodies and fOllowed by a train of 
curses wherever he went. For a 

in the black, horror-filled holds. tim~ 'he hM stopped by the ' rudder 
Dawn came slowly and at first al- " 

most no light filtered back into the and insl~d on sitting on Smith s
stomach: ''Fhis vagabond kept get-

rear bays, or shelves, where most ting into fights wherever he roamed 
o! the dead lay. C~ief Warran~ Of- In the fetid dark. In the faint light 
flcer Walt~r ~. SmIth, I!f San DIego, Smith could now see the big man, 
had found h~self a tinY shelf be- crumpled on the filthy deck, dead. 
r,ond the last tIers of the suffocated. He recognized another young man 
I -:vas jammed all" the w!ly ~.P whom he knew, went to him, fel this 

against the rudder. . he sal~. I heart and got no answer. 
could hardly see daybght at fIrst." B B Id f' f" ut r get was a ountaln 0 
Prulon:ers Fan Air B~k ' • hope. He 'climbed to the top of the 

Again , the gray-haIred, Indefatlg- ladder into the very ,muzzle ot, the 
a\>le Comm,nder Frank Bridget FormoSan guard. He talked ' to the 
took charge. ' He had ., fighting Icontlnu.d on PalO Ellht. Column On., 
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double, above and below, and the and 40 majors and lieutenant ~arty, took advantage of the slight Monica, there was enough air to 
average was a,bout eight feet by colonels have already died down hft in hope to order a roll call. Some maintain: discipline and plenty of T 

• 11, ~.:, feet." 	 w.here I came from,;' he added. sobering discoveries were made. The... T d . d d room. This group even had re- Hor 
The' Oroyku Maru coast~d. slowl hough neither of them knew it, ~a ness In uce mainly by lack of Bon 

lind uncertainly a'long the edge o~ Barr him,sell was to die of this aIr, and partly by I.ack of water, had sourcefulness enough to keep ba('.k l~ 
Luzon. In the m, orning, summoned wound, disease and neglect before cause? men to p81r off by .twos In Ithe wooden bucke~s that the Japa­
perhaps by the submarines which he reached Japan. the night, and go mauraudmg. ne.se. sent down With food. By reo 

had attacked the convoy during the Planes Strate the Shlpll Blood Seeps Through Planks tammg one each tIme,. they w~re

n' ht th A I 'I 0 f' . 	 able to accumulate benJos or tOIlet
Ig, e mer can panes' were ut 0 bombs but not out of gas ;...If they could not have water, they Ibuckets, enou h for them~elves. B 

I or bullets, the planes returned and. would have blood to drmk, and if Ii this time in ~he other holds m/
beg~n to st.raf~ the ship~. "It sou!ld- not blood,. then urine. There were !were Usi~g their messkits and th i~ 
ed like a rIveting machme, runmng slashed wrists, And "Cal" Coolidgp-, Ihats f r lat' b . d ~ d 
the whole length." These attacl(s a large, fat former Navy petty ot- I 0 , nnes, emg em~
co~ld not sInk ~he ship, but they ficer who had been proprietor of the It~~~et~ by ~he Jarnese. Men:n 
r8.1sed havoc With Its gun crews Luzon bar in Manila was found ' w 0 go a peep 0\ er 
First one crew was spattered t~ choked to death. Th~re had been t~elr hatc~ ,reported seeing .:·a ta!1 
deat~, then another. There was murder then; the prisoners accepted lJgh~h~us~ on t~e shore. .That s 
'nothmg wanting about Japanese that, too, with what distaste they ~~~IC, saId the Navy men WIth re-

DEA'TH CRUISE ON HELL SHIP 

Japs Won't Let Yanks Lift Dead Out; 
First Nigh~ of Horror Passes 

(Continued from the FIrst Pare) 
, Japanese and persuaded them to overhead. Soon they began their by whose blue glow they could see 

allow three or four of the uncon- attacks. each other's faces and the dead 
scious elde~ officers to be carried up Bridget, completely cool, sat at around' them. 
the ladder and laid out on the deck. the top of the ladder. Like an an- lU d 1\1 • S h 1 Bl d 
None of the dead was allowed ' to nouncer In a press box, he called a, en m eare 0 . 00 . 

be removed, and as soon as the un-- the plays. "I can see two planes Though the Amer.lCan filers 
conscious men revived they had to Igoing for ,a freighter off on our ,brough,t t.error to the .prlson.ers, they 
go down the ladder aga'in to make starboard sIde," he would say. "Now a!so brought two gifts-:-lIght and 
way for others. But Lt. Toshino, two more are detached from the Blr. In the shock and dIsorder, the 
the Jap in charge of the pl'isoners, formation. I think they may be hatch planks had become disar­
and Mr. Wada, the hunchbacked in- coming for us. They are! They're ray!)p. Each party of U, S. MedIcal 
terpreter, learned what was hap- diving! Duck, everybody!" Corpsme!!, when allow~d to take 

'!lo.. pening in the pits of the holds. . The Japanese gun crews opened up an offIcer who had famted, made 
_~ Yank Submarines Attack fl.re, and a wild cacaphony of gun use of the confusIOn to open the 

dialogue went back and forth planks more. At length Lieutenant I 
In the growing light, with the un- Thump, went the chock as th~ Toshlno and Mr. Wada gave permis­

balanced men out of the way and bombs hit the water. The bulkheads ' slon for some of the suffocated to be i 
the dead no longer taking their shook. The naked men lay flat on brought upon deck. 
share of air, and with everyone sit- the filth-smeared planks tI'embling Bridget's cool example, plus airI 
ting down and none wandering Lt. Col. Elvin Barr e'xecutive of and llght, brought an improvement 
around, it was pos~ible for the of- the 60th Coast Artiliery on Cor- i~ ~orale and pa~'tial. recovery 01 
flcers to take cogmzance of where regidor, who had fought his guns discipline. The situatIOn was not 
\~ey were. , magnificently until silenced by the altogether hopeless. If it grew bet­

"The whole space in the afthold," crossfire of Japanese artlllery and ter, they would live, If it grew
,~cording to Major John Fowler of dive-bombing, stumbled up to Fow- worse, and the attacks continued, 
Boston and Los Angeles, a 26th Cav- ler. Fowler was 'on the cargo deck' the Japanese could not send them 
alryman tak.en at Bataan, "looked Barr had been in the well-deck. 'to Japan, and they would be rescued 
to me about 100 feet long by about "There's a hole knocked in the by l\I~acArthur after all. 
40 feet wide. There were about 13 bulkheads down there," Barr said. Bndget and Commander Warner 
bays or llttle compartments on each He had a wound In his side that ran Portz, who as senior officer was 
side, and two across. Each bay was from armpit to hip. t-"Between 30 nominally in charge of , the whole 

courage. 	 could muster, but it seemed a nat-
An artillery officer say~: "They ural part of'the whole. 

were magnificent. As soon . as a A food detail that was allowed to 
crew would be wiped' out, another go up the ladder and forward to the 
would take its place," galley reported that a big ship, was :rhe half darkness that. still burning in the convoy, and that the 
reIgned below decks gave a strange course was turning back toward 
phenomenon. Bridget would an- Subic Bay. The Japanese captain 
nounce a dive bomber, "Here comes sent word that If they were badly 
one now!" And the prisoners would .stricken in another attack, he 
hear the scream of wiags. Then would give Bridget and Commander 
lying flat but with faces turned slde~ Portz the word when to bring up the' 
ways, they, would hear the crunch prisoners, which side of the ship they 

, of the strlkmg bomb. And suddenly should go over, and how far it was to 
the whole side of the bUlkheads nearest land. Through Lieutenant 
would be alive with bluish sparks. Coloriel E. Carl Engelhart, 'theI 

I 
""" The bomb's concufliion, causing American interpreter, the Japanese II 
the plates to scr~pe together, would sent down this warning: "If anyone 
throw of( the wIII-o'-the·.wlsp lights other than an officer in charge so 

much as touches the hatch ladder 
he will be instantly shot." ' 
'" Among the 2,000 Japanese ci­
vilians there was terror and confu­
sion. From the forward hold where , 
Lieut.enant Colonel Curtis Beecher 

, 	 of Chicago, was in charge, the Army 
physiCians Lieutenant Colonel Wil­
liam North and Lieutenant Colonel 
Jack W. Schwartz, along with sev­
eral doctors and corpsmen, were 
summoned on deck to take care of 
the Japanese wounded. Especially in 
the afthold blood seeped down 
through the hatch planks and gave 
the naked, panting men a spotted I 

appearance. 
In the middle hold, where approx­

==~=======~~======::! 
imately 250 men we;e under Com- ,as I 
mander Maurice Joses of Santa to 11 

. 
Between 3 and 4 in the afternoon 

the Oroy1lu Maru edged close to 
shore. The captain sent down worel 
that he was going to disembark all 
passengers. The American prisoners 
would be disembarked, too, as soon 

IVlap U.l r.1l ~L .lJ'Q; 
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fire, and a wild cacaphony of gun use of the confusion to open the 
. dialogue went back and forth. planks more. At length Lieutenant 
Ith the un- Thump, went the chock as the Toshlno and Mr. \Vada gave permis­
e way and bombs hit the water. The bulkheads slon for some of the suffocated to be 
Iklng their shook. The naked men lay flat on brought upon deck. 
'eryone ~it- the filth-smeared planks, ,trembling. Bridget's cool example, plus air 
wandermg Lt. Col. Elvin Barr executive of and light, brought an improvement
10r the of- the 60th Coast Artiliery on Cor- i~ I?orale and pa~tial. recovery of 
e of where regidor, who had fought his guns discipline. The sltuatl?n was not 

magnificently until silenced by the altogether hopeless. If It grew bet­
~e afthold," c~ossfire of Japanese artillery and ter, they would live. If it. grew 
I Fowler of dive-bombing, stumbled up to Fow- worse, and the attacks contlDued, 
a 26th Cav- ler. Fowler was'on the cargo deck' the Japanese could not send them 
an, "looked Barr had been In the well-deck. 'to Japan, and they would be rescued 
Ig by about "There's a hole knocked in the by MacArthur after nl)" 
re about 13 bulkheads down there," Barr said. Bridget and Coml!lander Warner 
'nts on each He had a wound in his side that ran Portz, who as senIOr officer was 
ch bay was from armpit to hip. t-"Between 30 nominally in charge of , the whole 
w, and the and 40 majors and lieutenant party, took advantage of the slight 
'ht feet by colonels have already died down lift In hope to order a roll call. Some 
• w.here I came from" he added sobering discoveries were made. The

'\ Though neither of them knew It' mndness induced mainly by lack of 
Isted. slowly B h ' If . ' air and partly b la k f t h d 
the edge of arr Imse was to die of this' Y c 0 wa er, a 

U 0 d wound, disease and neglect before caused men to pair off by twos in 

UISE ON HELL SHIP Map of First Day's Journey 

n't Let Yanks Lift Dead Out; 
t Nigh~ of Horror Passes 
Pa,e) 

them to overhead. Soon they began their by whose blue glow they could lee 
he unCOn- attacks. each other's faces and the dead 
carried up Bridget, completely cool, sat at around' them. 
I the de'ck. the top of the ladder. Like an an- Mad Men in Search of Blood 
lllowed to nouncer In a press box, he called " 
as the uIl'­ the plays. "I can see two planes Though the Amer!Can filers 
ley had to going for a freighter of! on our brough~ terror to the,PrJsoners, they 

to make starboard side," he would say. "Now also brought two glfts-:-itght and 
.. Toshino, two more are detached from the aIr. In the shock and dIsorder,. the 
prisoners, formation. I think they may be hatch planks had become dl~ar­

Ibacked in- coming for us. They are! They're ray~. Each party of U. S. Medical 
was hap- d1,ving! Duck, everybody!" Corpsmen, when allowed to take 

holds. ~ The Japanese gun crews opened up an officer who had fainted, made I 
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'.s mm h~eh he reached Japan the night, and go maurauding. I' nese sent down with food. By re- ' 
rmes w IC . ' . . .' du' th Plane8 Strafe the Ships Blood Seeps Through Planks tamIng one each time,. they were 
r rmg e , able to accumulate benJos, or tOIlet 
lanes ·were Out of bombs but not out of gas .....If they could not have water, they buck~ts enough for themselves By 

1 or bullets, the planes returned and would have blood to drink, and if ' this ~i~e In the other holds ~en 
began to st.raf~ the ship~. "It sou!1d- not blood, . then urine. There were Iwere USi~g their messkits and their 
ed like a rlvetll1g machIne, runnmg slashed wrists. And "Cal" Coolidge, hats for latrines being denied 
the whoie length." T~ese attacl<s II: large, fat former Navy petty of- buckets by the J~panese. Men in 
co~ld not sink the ShiP, but they flCer who had been propl'letor of the Hold 2 h t p
r81sed havoc with Its gun crews Luzon bar in' Manila was found I . w 0 go a ?ee " over 
First one crew was spattered t~ choked to death. Th~re had been ~!t~~hhatc~ ,rep~ted ~eemg "';h ta!l 
death, then another. There was murder then; the prisoners accepted Ig. ~us~ on e sore. . at s 
'nothing wanting about Japanese that, too, with what distaste they ~ubJ(~, said the Navy men with re-

I
~ 

Ithrow off the will-o'-the..wisp lights other than an officer in charge so 
much as touches the hatch ladder 
he will be instantly shot," ' 
i. Among the 2,000 J npanese ci­
vilians there was terror and confu­
si?n. From the forward hold, where 
Lieutenant Colonel Curtis Beecher 
of Chicago, was in charge, the Army 
physiCians Lieutenant Colonel Wil­
liam North and Lieutenant Colonel 
Jack W. Schwartz, along with sev­
eral doctors and corpsmen, were 
summoned on deck to take care of 
the Japanese wounded. Especially in 
the afthold blood seeped down 
through the hatch planks and gave 
the naked, panting men a spotted 
appearance. 

In ~he mIddle hold, where approx­

courage. could muster, but it seemed a nat-
An artillery officer saY$: "They ural part of the whole. 

were magnificent. As soon . as a A food detail that was allowed to 
crew would be wiped' out, another go up the ladder and forward to the 
would take its place." galley reported that a big ship was:rhe half darkness that , still burning in the convoy, and that the 
reigned below decks gave a strange course was turning back toward 
phenomen~n. Bridget would an- Subic Bay. The Japanese captain 
nounce a dive bomber, "Here comes sent word that if they were badly 
one now!" And the prisoners would stricken in another attack he 
h~ar the scream of willgs. Then" would give Bridget and Comm~nder 
lYing flat but with faces turned side- Portz the word when to bring up the' 
ways, th~y . would hear the rrllnch prisoners, which side of the ship they 
of the stnkl~g bomb. And suddenly should go over, and how far it was to 
the whole Side of the bulkheads nearest land. Through Lieutenant 
would be alive with bluish sparks. Coloriel E. Carl Engelhart,the 
.,. The bomb's concurr,ion, causing American interpreter, the Japanese 
the plates to scrape together, would sent down this warning: "If anyone 

imately 250 men were under Com- as guards were arranged on shore [ 

mander Maurice Joses of Santa to keep them from escaping. 

Monica, there was enough air to (Copyrl,ht, IPl~) 

maintain. discipline and plenty of TOl\[ORROW-After 24 Houn of 


room. This group even had re- I Horror, S
h'

Ip Run•.Agrou~d; More 
sourcefulness enough to keep back ,Bombs From American AIrplanes. 

,
the wooden buckets that the Japa­

hef. 
Between 3 and 4 in the afternoon 

the Oroyku Maru edged close to I 
shore. The captain sent down word 
that he was going to disembark all 
passengers.. The American prisoners 
would be disembarked, too, as soon 

i 
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'DEATH CRUISE ON HELL SHIP 


Vessel, Hit by Yank Bombs, 

Ca-tches Fire off Subic 


, 

Thirty Prisoners Die 
Swimming Ashore; 

Dead Pile Up 

CONTINUING his story, 
"Death Cruise 011 lIell Ship," 

George Weller today describes 
the adventures of the American 
prisoners bound for Japan as 
the;!) app"oached Subic Bay. Of 
1 600 men 'Who started from 

.' 	1I1allila in Dece'mber, 1944, only 
300 survived. Veterans Of Ba­
taall and Corrcgidor, they had 
spent two years in " Bilibib 
prison, Manila. At this time 
the United Statcs was chasing 
the J(IPS in the Philippines, 
MacArthltl" having landed Oit 

Lellte, October 20 mtd B-2.9.s 
were bombing the Japanese 
homeland. 

By GEORGE WELLER 

BATTERED by Yank pl;mes, the 
Jap hell ship Oroyku Maru, her 

three airless, stinking holds jammed 
with some 1,600 American prisoners, 
was aground off Olongapo pOint on 
the islAnd of Luzon. 

It was December, 1944, and the 
prisoners, heroes of Bataan and 
Corregidor, were on their way from 
BiIi~id prison in Manila to Japan. 
Already they had spent more than 
24 hours in the holds and many had 
died of heat, lack of air or at the 
hands of men driven insane. They 
were hungry, thirsty, fouled by 
their own filth. . 

With the Ship aground the ban 
on going on deck was strictly en­
forced. 

For the next three or four hours, 
until well beyond sunset and fall ot 
gloom into the holds, there was a 
scraping of chains and spitting of 
winches as the captain strove to 
free the Oroyku Maru. . Again the 
discipline began to crack. 

About 8 P..-M. the Oroyku- float­
ed .free once 'more, moved in to­
ward the American naval base at 
Olongapo, and about 10 began to dis­
charge her Japanese passengers. 

' 

Now the Japanese, knowing the most of them had Bibles or brevi- vertical iron ladder which supple­
conditions in the prisoners' holds by aries. A few other men had prayer mented the wooden stairs and began 

American planes attack t:le lap hell ship Oroyku Maru in 
Subic Bay, Luzon. Many of the Yank prisoners in the aft 
hold -were killed or' injured. Sketch at bottom shows posi- ' 
tions of the three holds in which the Americans were held, 

. ,and wh'ere the bomb hit 
========~~~===~=====~=========~ 

the number of dead already stacked books or religious works. Some to climb up. A big chief boatswain, 
on the decks, were fearful that a read them aloud. A Navy Lieuten- Jesse Earl Lee, of San Diego, pulled 
break for shore would take place. ant O'Rourke who had been on the him down before the guard above 

. Below decks the sane prisoners were Chinese river patrol took out his could draw a bead on him. They 
almost equally fearfUl that the un- prayer book and .read a few words tied him to the ladder until he 
balanced would unite against·them to those around him in the cargo quieted down. 
and rush the laddel\, They posted hold in the stern. .Commander Frank Bridget never 
guards there. . , Suddenly he stopped and began leJt his post on the wooden ladder. 
16 Chaplains in S Holds tearing pages out of the book and His voice was hoarse, now, from 

There were approximately 16 scattering them around. Then with- continual shouting. He was relieved 
chaplains in. the three holds and out warning he made a dash for the IContlnucd on Page Elghteen. Column Two) 

I 
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Japs Let ,Men Leave ' Ship 

Only in Groups of 25 


(Conllnutd trom the I'I.-ot Paul planes dived and dropped their 

occasionally by an officer of the bombs, small ones. The Oroyku 

4th Marines, Majol' Andrew J . Maru, began to list. She still had 

Mathiesen; of Los Angeles. Mathie- four lifeboats swinging at her davit:; 

sen had a cool smile that never on her starboa rd side. But the list 

came off; even in the darkness was to port, and she was so far 

hearing. his unruffled voice th~ heeled over that the lifeboats, if reo 

prisoners imagined that they 'COUld leased would have bottomed on her 

see that smile. "Not going to Japan, deck, rather than in the water. 

boys," he would say. Still right off +Another plane came around and 

old Subic. Not gOing to Japan." selccted Taylor's lifeboat for a 


I "For God's sake, boys," Bridget strafing job. "What happened was 

would rasp, "keep fa,nnlng. Don't the most lace-edged example of se­

leave your place. Every move you lective strafing I ever saw," says 


I make generates heat. There are Taylor. "Of the eight Japs, six were 

men in the back bays who are "'oing klllcd. We looked straight into theI 

to die llnless you sit still andokeep ~aces of , those machine ' guns, firing , 
fanning." Just 18 lnches apart., And as I sat 

Some. ob"eyed Bridget and Ma- in the stern the Jap on iny right was 

thiesen, but not all. Some could h,lt in th~ face and his whole head 

hear, or imagined they heard, men SImply dlslntegr~te~, and the Jap 

plotting against them in the dark- on my left was. hIt 10 the chest and 

ness. They unclasped their knives. b,ody a."d dIed, lnstantly. Some day 

Chief Pharmacist's Mate D. A. Hen- 1m go1Og to fl.nd out who that p~lot 

Sen worked his way across through wl!-s and tell .hlm h~ did the .fanclest 

thc foul and steaming aisles to a lit- tr!ck s~,oot1Og smce Wild Bill 

tie cluster of chief warrant officers. Hlckock. 

"Look," he said,. "I've lost my Life Boat 1:urns .Over I Americans ordered to leave the Jap prison ship after it was batter 
nerve. The fellows over in my bay The oarsmen who included three mowed down by Jap marine snipers as they swam toward shore a 
ar~ plottin~ agai~,st ~e. ~hey are pharmacist's ~ates second class, D iagram shows setup of beach 
go1Og t~ kill me. H.ls friends al- John T. 1stock, of Pittsburgh; Les­
~owe~ rJ~ .to s~ay until he.felt bet- ter R. Tappy, of Niagara, Wis., and , being the lightest and airiest, and ashore. The water was full of in th 
er, 0 1m e was talkmg non- Roy E. Lynch, of \Vaynesboro. some of the healthiest men had been I swimmin m b . . 

sense ~nd ~hat he must follow the Telln., were unharmed. But the 'gathered thcre. Captain Charles : captain s5n r:~ain~td ~~\ .Japa~ese the r 
genera or er and go back to1his lifeboa thad .turned ' over, and ~wo Brown, of Deming, N. M., was one : the bridge. He Imcw a fe~s lt~s i~n , an~h; 

ay. of the Americans were non-swlm- of the few who survived and he w 'ds f E l' I P g 
f In an hour he was back again,f~ll ~ers. The Japanese had provided was bleeding at nose and mouth : la~~ pri~one~: ~~ lie:~~ \~~r~fd the the n 

ho t e sam<: fe~r of death. Agam hfebelt~ for. themselves but none from concussion. Seeing him, an- q c y. be 5t 
they , told him It , was a halluclna- for theIr prisoners. The prisoners other member of the 200th Coast Ar- There were small fires breaking getie: 
tlOn, ,and sent him back. In the therefore stripped the dead Japs in tillery, Captain Ted Parker of Al- out in various places. The increas- came 
morntn~ he was found dead, ' his the water and put their lifebelts pn bUCluerque, made a wild r~sh for ing list had put out the coaldust fire see \I 

belly slit open. the non-swimmers. the lad~er, which was now sagging In the hold and the yellow smoke must0 

After O.royku dropped anchor al- . As "Taylor lay on his back, striv- and splmtered. A sentry shot him ceased pouring through the hatches. cans, mo~t no air came down the hatches, mg to rest before starting for shore, from above three times, twice But suddenly, beside the stern' anti· smal 
whIch were about 14 by 14 feet. the next wave of American planes Ithrough the body and once through aircraft gun littered with the bod· the ( 
There were no ventilators; animals dove on th~ir target. "I saw the Ithe head. ies of the crews killcd by strafing n?t 
could not 'oh~ve been shipped under ~Vhole' thing, a' bomb fall , hit near Tal, W t Th h P U. S. planes with the suffocated hlms , su~h conditIOns and lived. Besides the stern hatch, and the debris go e a er roug ores American dead piled nearby, the strue 
th;rst and lack of air, the prisoners flying up into the air. It looked as The guns had stopped and there ammunition boxes caught fire. They Bodil 
~vere suffering from crowd poison- though it would fall in the water was a I;ind of terrible silence. We began to explode. Abruptly the Po 
mg. Crowd poisoning takes two near us. I dived belowothe surface took hold of the shaky ladder and looting of the decks ceased and all have 
common ~orms _. the body may as far as I could · go." . ! climbed up through the smoke. \Ve scattered. Some prisoners 'ran for- woul 
burst out 111 ~xcesslve heat, causing This bomb caught the aft hold .round the deck covered with Jap- ward to look for life preservers in the Ii 
a swoon,. or It may turn to a cold just when the bodl'es of those who anese and American bodies. Our the cabins of the dead Japanese pas- a fo 
sweat, With dlzzmess and vomiting. had suffocated in the second night men were scooping up sugar from sengers. All the Japanese except reviv 

In the last. hours of 'darkness of were being removed. They includ- the lugg~ge and eatin? what they the captain's immediate circle - go to 
the second mght the Japanese sent led th<: Lieutenant O'Rourke . ey J~mped o,:,er. passengers, crew, soldiers - werewho could of It before t~ of th 
down a new word to Commander had trIed to escape from the hold We had a hard time f10dlng hfe- gone by lifeboat. bega 
Portz, the leader of the Americans, earlier; Lieutenant Commander I b.elts.. Only when we got over the The prisoners pushed open the ant
a~d . the three commanders of the Adolphe Hede, former executive of- Side, In that clean cool water, we stateroom doors. ' LoOking in, they tar ~ 
~If!'erent holds.. In the aft hold ficer of the USS Canopus,nnd a felt better. !here were bloody men saw that theirs were not. the l only dehy 
Bnaget announced it: "Good news, Navy Lieutenant Williams, former hanging to timbers, but they seem- dead of 'the Oroyku Maru. Huddled Willi 
boys! We're going to be put ashore executive of the Mindanao in the ed ~nc~uraged. Their bodies were together thickly as they huddled in and 
here. The Japanese civilians who Chinese river patrol. tak10g m water through their pores, roxholes and cities, the' Japanese rant 
are still alive have all been put The bomb, striking barely nft of and they felt cool as they struck out bad died in . their staterooms and San 
ashore, and our turn is next." the hatch, rained splinters into the for the beach." been left there during the night by swirr 
100 Had Already Died ...... hold full of n~ked men. The iron The last ~merican shot by the those who were already safe on a Ii! 

girder supportlOg the hatch planks Japanese whIle still on the decks of $hore. shou 

IOrWhkat ~d h??pened. was that the blew into the hold, falUng and brain- the Oroyku, according to George L. \ The ammunition ceased explod· A 
oy u aru s steenn~ gear had ing several men. There was a wild, Curtis, 53·year·old native of New jng; there were now only a dozen the ~ 

~een brOken by the persistent straf- uncontrollable rush for the ladder. Bedford,Mass., and Portsmouth, or so unwounded men alive on the ing 1
~~1~ a1u~h:h~uJd becomed~~ma~afge- "I saw the first man get it," says Ohio, ~ho ha~ beeri the Packard /lecks. A man in the \vater yelled, gele; 

et tomah: s aI?anes~ I ~o 01'- Major F . Langwith Berry, of Bur- ! agent .In MantIa, was his friend ~Hey, throw us down some sh4lcs." :;acl< 
fore releasfngP~~lalltlPu.latlOn~ be- lingame. Cal., taken on Bataan with "SC?tty" Lees, a P.hilippine mining Chief Bostswain Walter C. Smith, Marl 

+ 

the sho h ' e ~eflcans rom the 86th Field Artillery. "He had engmeer whose wife was °a' ~ohool- San Diego, threw him down four deck 
had a? w ele. neal y a h~1Odred just 'put his feet on the bottom of teacher in Freeport, III. "When I p~ir,whichtheswimmertiedaround who 
m ht ~~dY . d~ed. The pnsoz:ters the . ladder; If he had not been ~ot on deck and felt the boat ink- ~ IS neck before setting off for the moq 

Ob~g th e \~C\r f~nk a~d . shirts, there, I would have got it. He fell mg, I saw Scotty a little way olf," neach. For himself he found an- rail 
ey cou !l0 a ~,~ elr hav- back dead in my arms. 1 di says Curtis. "I was just startin~ to other pair of shoes, an officer's cap, Clyd 

ersacks, except for messklt and ean- know who he w~. I put hiIl\ down go toward him, and turned away ior' ~wo spoon~, a canteen and some 
~~~n ... And they were to wear n and jumped back in to the dark bays, a moment to see something. When Japanese cigarettes. He filled him- T( 
b re~ , th~ Jtpanese were sur that out of reach of the Japanese fire. I turned back ,he was staggering self up on water, put the cigarcttes New 
~ a ~:~te omel'lCanS could not go There I reached out and touched and I saw that he was shot, fot' h 
.ar-J ey attempted °to escape. Mr. the nvo men on each~5idlH>f me, wAo was bleeciing heavil~ in front." 0 

, Wada, the Jap Interpreter, stopped seemed1!,to be nQ} eE!p: They were Dazed from' being ' sfi'uck by" thit 
at the middle . hold and tol? Com· cold. Both had liffot).l:ed." , hatchway's beams Curtis barely'
mander MaunceJoses to mstruct ' . d h' h ' ---------- ­the men there to ·leave the shl in The deck above the prisoners was rna e. !s way as ore. An estimated --- ­

; 25-man groups' p perfo:-ated with many holes; IIght?7 clvlltans were In the party when 

. 'r was plentiful now. But suddenly a It left as pris~)IJers. and less than a 


The Oroyku Maru was almost . haze be an to a ear in. dozen are beheved to• . have 
I_

arrived. ....
" , . ~ ... L 
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Wreck 
01 Jap

Hell Ship 

Jeave your place. Lvery move you .. ... ........ - ~~ .. .......6 ~ ~ ... \.,. ... ..,tAo "! oiJuJ'.:I1 


make generates heat. There a re T.aylor. Of the e ight J 31Ps, ~ 1. were I 

men in the back bays who are going killed. We looked s~ralght Int~ !he 

to die ' l1nless you sit still and keep ~aces of. those machme guns, fmng . 

fanning:", ?ust 18 Inches apart., And , as I sat ' 


?ome' ob'eyed Bridget and Ma- ~~tt~~ s~!nf!~: ~~~ o~;n~~~f~th-::~ 

thiesen, ~ut ~ot all. Some could simply disintegrated, and the Jap 

hear" or Imagmed they, heard, men on my left was hit in the chest and 

plotting against them In ~he d~rk- body and died instantly. Some day 

ness, They uncl~sped their knives. I'm going to find out who that pilot 

Cluef Pharm~clst s Mate D. A. Hen- was and tell him he did the fanciest 

Sen worked hiS wa'! ac~oss throu~h trick shooting since" Wild BiJI 

the foul and steaming aisles to a l1t-Hickock " 
tie cluster of chief warrant officers. . Americans ordered to leave the Jap prison ship after it was batte"Look." he 'said, "I've lost my Life Boat 'l:urns .Over , 

mowed down by Jap marine snipers as they swam toward shore anerve. The fellows over in my bay The oarsmen, who included three 
are plotting against me. They are pharmacist's mates second class, D iagram shows setup of beach 
going to kill me." His friends al- IJohn T. Istock, of Pittsburgh; Les· 
lowed him to stay until he felt bet- Iter R. Tappy, of Niagara, Wis., and being the lightest and Ririest, and ashore. The water was full of in th 
tel', told him he was talking non- Roy E. Lynch, of ' Waynesboro, some of the healthiest men had been ' SWimming men, but the ' Japanese the I 

sense and that he must follow the Tenn., were unharmed. But the gathered there. Captain Charles . captain still remained at his post on Th 
general order and go back to ,Ihis lifeboat had turned 'over, and two Brown, of Deming, N. M., was one , the bridge. He Imew a few Iimpmg and 
bay. of the Americans were non-swim· of the few who sUI'Yivcd. and he words of English, and warned the the r 

In an hour he was back again, .full mel's. The Japanese had provided was bleeding ' at nose and mouth I la.st prisoners to leave quickly. be sl 
of the same fear of death. Again lifebelts for themselves but none from concussion. Seeing him, an-I There were small fires brealdng getic 
they told him it was a hallucina- for their prisoners. The prisoners o,ther membe~ of the 200th Coast Ar- out in various places. The incl'eas- cam( 
tion, ' and sent him back. In the therefore stripped the dead Japs In tbillery, Captall1 Ted P~rker, of AI- ing list had put out the coaldust fire see \1 

1 morning he was found dead, ' his the water and put their lifebelts on . uquerque, m~de a Wild rush for In the hold and the yellow smoke must 
t belly 'slit open. the non-swimmers. , . the lad~er, which was now saggi~g ceased pouring through the hatches. cans, 

I
, After Oroyku dropped anchor al- As ,Taylor lay on his back, striv- and splintered. A sent~y shot h!m But suddcnly beside the stern'anti. smal 

most no air came down the hatches, ing to rest before starting for shore, from above three times, tWice , aircraft gun 'littered with the bod. the 

a swoon, or it' may turn to a cold ' Just when the bodies of those who anese and Ame:lcan bodies. Our sengers. All the Japanese except Tevh 
sweat, with dizziness and vomiting. had suffocated in the second nightmthenlwere scooPdmg ,!p sugar from the captain's immediate circle - go to 

- b ' d Th I Ide uggage an eating what theyIn the last. hours of darkness of were eln~ remove . , . ey nc u - could of it before they jumped over. passengers, crew, soldiers - were of tll 
the second mght the Japanese sent ed th~ Lieutenant °Rourke who We had a hard time finding life- ,one by lifeboat. bega 
down a new word to Commander had tried to escape from the hold belts Only when we got 0 er th The prisoners , pushed open the ant 
Portz, the leader of the Americans. eadrlll'er ; HLdieutenant com~andefr l side 'in that clean cool wa~er w: stateroom doors. LOOking in, they tar I 

hand , the three commanders of the A 0 pee e, former executive 0 - f It 'b tt 'Th bl d' saw that theirs were not, the '. only dehy
'dlff Id f' f th USS C dee er. ere were 00 y men.erent ho s .. I~ ,t~e aft hold ICeI' o . e ~I'!opus,an a hanging to timbers; but they seem- dead of ,the Oroyk~ ¥aru. Huddled Will 
Bl'Id~et a~nou~ed It. Good news, Navy ~Ieutenant W,.llIams, ~ormer ed encoul'aged. Their bodies were ' together thickly as they huddled in and 
bO~s. We re gOing to b~ p~t ashore ex~cutlve .of the Mmdanao In the taking in water through their pores, foxholes and cities, the' Japanese rant 
hele. ,The ,Japanese CIVIlians who Chinese river p.a.~rol. and they felt cool as they struck out had died in . their staterooms and San 

able. But the Japanese did not for· M' F La 'th B f B r agent In Mamla was hiS friend l Hey, throw us down some slwes. 
get to make special stipulations be- I' aJor e 'Cal ng\tvkl erBr

y
t, °a UI' th- I "Scotty'" Lees a'Philippine m ining 1:hiet Bostswain Walter C. Sm. ith, Mar . Ingam, <" a -en on a a n w , ' . .. , ., D' h' h' d f deck

fore releaSing the Americans from the 86th Field Artillery. "He had . engineer whose Wife was a ~chool- wa!l l~gO, t Ie\,:, 1m ,own our who 
thc ship where nearly a hundred' t ' t h ' f t th b tt f teacher in Freeport III "When I pair, which the .swlmmer tied aroundJUs pu IS ee on e 0 om 0 ' • h' k b f t ' ff f h morl
had already died. The prisoners the ladder: If he had not been got on deck and felt the boat s 'nk- IS nec e ore set mg 0 or t (> rail 
m.ght take their pants and shirts, 'there I would have got it. He fell ing, I saw Scotty a little way off," beach. ~or himself he ~ound an· Clyd 

. bu they could not take their hav- back 'dead In m arms. I di not says Curtis. "I was just sta 'ng to other pall' of shoes, an officer's cap, 

which were about 14 by 14 feet. the next wave of American planes through the body and once through 
There were no ventilators; animals dove on their target. "1 saw the the head. 
could not "have been shipped under vvhole' thing, a' bomb fall, hit near Take \Vater Through Pores 
such conditions and lived. Besides the stern hatch, and the debris go 
h ' d I k' fl ' . h' It I k d The guns had stopped and theret ,rst an ac of all', the prisoners ymg up mto t e all'. QO e as

• ' , h h ld f II' th was a kind of terrible silence. Wewere su.lermg from crowd poison- t oug it wou a In e water 
. Cd" I d' d b I th f took hold of the shaky laddel' andmg. row pOison 109 takes two near us. Ive e ow' e sur ace 
common forms - the body may as far as I could go." " climbed up thr~Ugh the smo,ke. We 
bUI'st out in excessive heat, causing , This bomb caught the aft hold found the deck ~overed With Jap- ~n:ca~?nsO~f th~l~e~~ .f:;!~~~:r;a~~ ~h~J 

are stili alive have all been put The bomb, ,stnkln~ barel~ aft of f th b I" been left there during the night by swin 
ashore, and our turn is next." the hatch, rained splinters Into the or e eac 1. • those who were already 

. ..... hold full of naked men. The iron The last American shot by the . 
100 Had Already Died girder supporting the hatch plimks Japanese while still, on the decks of ShOle. , . +- \Vhat had happened was that the blew into the hold, falling and brain· the <?l'oyku, accordmg t.o George L. . T.he ammumtlOn ceased 
Oroyku Maru's steering gear had ing several men. There was a wild, CurtiS, 53-year-old native of New lng, there were now only 
been broken by the persistent straf. uncontrollable rush 'for the ladder. Bedford, .Mass:, and Portsmouth, or so unwound~d mcn alive on the ing I 
ing" and she had become unmanage- "I sa\v the first man get it," says Ohio, ~vho had been the. Pac~ard liecks. A man In the water yelle~; ::~~ 

, 

, 
, 

ersacks: except for me kit and can- know who he w I put hll1\ down go toward him, and turned away for two 5poon~, a canteen and sO,me 
teen. And they were to w ar no and jumped back Into the dark bays, a moment to see something. When :rapanese Cl,garettes. He fil.l!d .hlm. T( 
shoes; the Japanese were sure th t out of reach of the Japanese fire. I turned back .he was staggering : self up on water, put the cl .. alettes New 
barefooted A,mericans could not go There I reached out and touched and I saw that he was shot, for he 
far" if-they attempted' to escape. Mr. the two-men on each-sl~f me, wbowas . bleedinz~~eavily_ in front.,: . 
Wada, th~ Jap interpreter, stopped seemed~ . to be a~eep; They were Dazed from bemg struc~ by thEl 
at the middle hold and told Com- 'told ' Both had jjuftocllted." , , hatchway's beams, Curtis barely 
mander Maurice Joses to instru~t The deck above the prisoners 'was mad.e ~!s way ashore. An estimated ----------------­
the men there ~o leave , the ship ill perforated with many holes; light?7 CIVIlians ~ere In the party when 
25-man groups.r ' was plentiful now. . But suddenly a It left as prIS?nerS, and less th~n a 

'Th~ Oroyku Maru Wall almost yellowish haze began , to appear in, dozen a~e. ~eheved ~o have arrived. 
dead 1n the water, about 300 yards the bays, and a smeU of smoke. More .clvilians, perished from the 
off,Olongapo P?int. AtJ06es' order, "She's on fire," yelled someone. "The bomb 10 the stern of ~he Oroyku 
Chief Boatswain Clarence M. Tay- coaldust down here has caught. Let Maru than any other cause. 
lor, of Cloverdale, Va" and Long us get out of here! We'd rather be Somehow one of the lifeboats had 
Beach, Cal., took the first 25 men 51wt than suffocate!" - been lowered and Lieutenant To­
up past the Japan~se gl;lns and out "1 was standing right under the shino, in full fopnal unifOl:m, and l 
of the hold. He hned them up (It hatch," says Chief Boatswain Jesse Mr. Wada had made their way 
the accommodatIOn l~dder over the E, Lee, San Diego, "and I saw .the ~-=====""""~====::======== 
sIde. ,The Japanese Signed that the plane go into its dive.l had been , 
,Amel'lcan prisoners were to ~e used talking to an Army lieutenant, and I 
as oarsmen. Taylor taok SIX men he was saying how thirsty he was. I 
and himself as the first boat crcw, Then the' bomb hit, I was hit by one 
and ordered the other 19 prisoners of the hatch plan\,s, but I got UP" l 
to follow a~ crews in the next life- T l'f'member 1 he big yellow flash : 

ies of the crews killed by strafing n?t 
U. S. planes with the suffocated hlms 
American dead piled nearby, the stru 
ammunition boxes caught fire . They Bodi 
began to explode. Abruptly the Po 
looting of the decks ceased, and all have 
scattered. Some prisoners ran for- woul 

d I k f l'f ' 

safe on a Ii1 
shou 

A 
explod· the r 

a d,ozen 

http:seemed~.to
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fli~E;:;--;:O"'N~H7E~L;:-L-;:--;S:;-;H ~::::....-~~-..:::::: - ......-=-=-~~~-B -- Sl-7.I;-;:P · ' ~-each--au-ghi:er 

klen Leave 'Ship 
Groups of 25 

,0. planes dived and dropped their 

of the bombs, small ones, The Oroyku 


rew J , Maru . began to list. She still had 

Mathle- four lifeboats swinging at her davits 

t never on her starboard side, But the list 

arkness was to port, and she was so far 

ice, th~ heeled over that the lifeboats, if re-

y could leased would have bottomed on her 

Japan, deck, rather than in the water, 


'ght off +Another plane came around and 

Ill," selected Taylor's lifeboat for a 

Bridget strafing job, "What happened was 


Don't the most lace-edged example of se­

.ove you lective strafing I ever saw," says 

ere are T.aylor, "Of the eight Japs, six were 

I'e going killed, We looked s~raight into the I 


d keep faces of those maclllne~guns; firing . 
just 18 inches apart. . And · as I sat 

n d Ma- i~ t~e stern the Jap on iny right was I' 
te could h.lt III th~ !ace and his whole head 
rd men simply dlsmtegrated, and the Jap \ 
~e 'dark- on my left :-vas. hit in the chest and 
· knives body and died Instantly, Some day 
'A Hen~ I'm going to find out who that pilot 
th'rough w:;ts and tell .him h~ did the.fanciest 
· to a I't- tr~ck shooting Since ' Wild Bill 

. I Hlckoek."
officers. American~ ordered to lea,:e the Jap prison ship after it was battered by Yank planes wereiost my Life Boat ,:£urns .Over 

mowed down by Jap manne sn.lpers as they swam toward shore at Olongapo Point, Luzon.my bay The oarsmen, who included 'three 
rhey are pharmacist's mates second class, Diagram shows setup .of beach 
'ends al- John T. Istock, of Pittsburgh; Les­
felt bet- ter R. Tappy, of Niagal'a, Wis., and being the lightest and airiest, and ashore. The \vate~ \vas full ofng non Roy E L h f W b f th , in the empty canteen, and went to 

_. . ync, 0 aynes oro, some 0 e healthie£t men had been swimming men but
L 

the ' Japa . the rail. 
Bow r~e ~~nn., were unharmed. But the gathered there: Captain Charles captain still re~ained at his posnteosneIk to .hls lifeboat had turned 'over, and two Brown, of Demmg N M was one I the brl'dge He I(ne f I" The planes began to come back,. . f th f ,.., . i . W a ew Impm'" and for a moment he thought that 

. o . f the Ameflcam; were non-swlm- 0 e ew who. survived, and he words of English and 'd theo 
gam, f~1l ~ers. The Japanese had provided was bleeding at nose and mouth ' last prisoners t~ ieave \~~~~~ e the men in the water were gOing to 
· Agam !lfebelts for themselves but none from concussion, Seeing him an- q y. be strafed. But they waved ener­
aBucina- for their prisoners, The prisoners other member of the 200th Coa;t Ar- Tl~ere \~ere small fires hreaking getically to the planes. The pilots 

In the therefore stripped the dead Japs in tillery, Captain Ted Parker, of AI- ?ut I.n various places. The Incre~s- came down low, throttled back to 
lead, ' his the water a.nd put their lifebelts on bUlJ.uerque, made a wild rush for mg !1st had put out the coaldust fire see who it was in the water. They 

the non-SWimmers, ~,the ladder, which was now sagging In the hOld. and the yellow smoke must have 'seen that it was Ameri-
Ilchor al- As ,Taylor lay on his back, striv- and splintered. A sentry shot him ceased pourmg th:ough the hatches. cans, for they swooped up over the 
hatches, ing to rest before starting for shore, from above three times, twice B.ut ~uddenlY, .beslde th~ stern antl- small party that was gathering on 
14 feet. the next wave of American planes through the body and once through !llrcraft gun littered With the bod- the Ol.ongapo beach, and th.ey did 
animals dove on their target. "I saw the the head. les of the crews. killed by strafing ' n?t strafe the shore. Smith let 

ed 'under whole' thing a' bomb fall hit near U. S. planes With the suffocated himself down over the side and 
Besides the stern h;tch, and the' debris go Take Water Through Pores Americ:;t~ dead piled nea.rby, the stru~k out for ~he ~e~ch. 

prisoners flying up into the air. It lOOked as The guns had stopped and there ammumtlOn boxes caught fire. They Bodies on But-nmg Ship . . 
I poison- though it would fall In the water was a Idnd of terrible silence. We beg~n to explode. Abruptly the Possibly as m'any' as 30 men maY I 
.kes two near us, I dived belo\\' · the surface took hold of the shaky laddel' and lootmg of the decks. ceased, and all have died reaching shore. There 
ldy may as far as I could ' go." climbed up through the smol,e. We scattered. Some p~lsonersran fO.r- would have been many more but for : 
, causing This bomb caught the aft hold found the deck covered with Jap- ward t~ look for hfe pr eservers In the inct that cool water followed by 
:0 a cold Just when the bodIes of those who anese and American bodies. Our the cabinS of the dead Japanese pas- a fooling on land, with the ever­
lomiling. had suffocated in the second night men were scooping up sugar from sengers. .A~l ~he JaI?anese. except reviving hope that they would not 
~kness of were being removed. They includ- the lugg~ge and eating what they the captam s Immedl8;te Circle .- go to Japan, brought upthe morale 
aese sent ed the Lieutenant O'Rourke who could of It before they jumped over. passenge~s, crew, soldiers - were of the prisoners with a bound. Men 
IIImander had tried to escape from the hold We had a hard time· finding life- gone by !lIeboat. began to help each other. Lieuten­
mericans, earlier; Lieutenant Commander b.elts. . Only when we got over the The prisoners pushed open the ant Colonel William R. Craig was · 
rs of the Adolphe Hede, former executive of- Side, ·m that clean cool water, we stateroom doors. Looking in, they Lar gone' from heat exhaustion and 
aft hold ficer of the USS Canopus, and a felt better. · !here were bloody men saw that theirs were not. the '. only de~l~dration. Lieutenant Colonel ' 

DOd news, Navy Lieutenant Williams, former hanging to timbers, but they seem- dead of.the Oroyk).! ¥aru. Huddled William North tied him to a board 
~t ashore executive of the Mindanao in the ed enc?uraged. Their bodies were together thIckly as they huddled in and. swam him ashore. Naval War­
lIans who Chinese river patrol. taking In water through their pores, roxholes and cities, the' Japanese rant Officer Jeremiah V. Crews of 
been put The bomb, striking barely aft of and they felt cool as they struck out bad died in. their staterooms and San Diego, a big man and a g~od

b t." the hatch, rained splinters into the for the beach." been left there during the night by swimmer, went into the water with l 
..... h?ld full of naked men. The iron The last American shot by the those who were already safe on a lifejacket strapped on over hi.s 

girder supporting the hatch planks Japanese while still on the decks of shore. shoulders. 
Is that the ?Iew into the hold, falling and brain - the <!l'Oyku, according to George L . • The ammunition ceased explod- A last effort had been made by 
, ear had mg several men. There was a wild, CurtiS, 53-year-old native of New jng; there were now only a dozen the men who left the afthold includ­

tent slraf- uncontrollable rush for the ladder. Bedford, .Mass:, and Portsmouth, or so unwounded men alive on the ing Major John Fowler, of Los An­
lIID1anage. "I saw the first man get it," says Ohio, ~ho had been the Packard decks. A man in the water yelled, ' gcles, to pile the bodies in rice 
~;ot for- Major F. Langwith Berry, of Bur- agent .m Manila, was his friend l Hey, throw us down some sl1(les." sacks, two to a cask. As the Ol'oyku 

ons be- Iingame. Cal., taken on Bataan with "Scotty" Lees, a P.hilippine mining Chief Bostswain Walter C. Smith Maru began to bUrn, the bodies on 
~ from the 86th Field Artillery. "He had engineer. whose wife was a ~chool- S n Diego, threw him down fou~ deck could still be seen. Some men 
, hundred just put his feet on the . bottom of teacher In Freeport, III. "When I pair, which the .swimmer tied around who were wounded got a shot of 
prllo~ers the ladder. If he had not been got on deck and felt the boat sink- his neck before setting off for thE> morphine before they went over the 

: Ihll·t~ there, I would have got it. He fell ing, I sa\~ Scotty a ~ittle way all," heach. For himself he found an- rail from Lieuten~nt Commander 
r hAv back dead in my arms. ' no says Curtis. "I was Just starUng to other pair of shoes, an officer's cap. Clyde Welsh, of Chicago. 

andcan. kno who he was. 1 put him. down go toward him, and turned away for two spoons,' a canteen and some (Copyright. 1915) 

wear no and jumped back into the dark bays, a moment to see something. When Japanese Cigarettes. He filled him- . TOMORROW: The Men I<'irid a 
~~e that out of reach of the Jap nese fire. I turned back .he was staggering self up on water, put the cigarettes New Hel! on Land. 

.... t go Ther I reached out and touched and I saw that he was shot, for he 

- pet' Mr. Utll'~men oneacl:l~ side..()fm&, wbo \,,-as ble~gin.B: . Jteavil ~n front:' 

Ir, sopped seemed" to be- a~leep: They were Dazed from bemg s ruck by ' t lilf 

tOI~ Com- cold. Both had 1I1Iffocll ed:' hatchway's beams, Curtis barely ·
:. ~:u~ The deck above the prisoners was mad.e h!s way ashore. An estimated --------- - - ­

11 perforated with many holes' light 57 CivilIans were In the party when 
was plentiful now. But suddenly a it left as pris?ners, and less th!l" a 

as almost yellowish haze began . to appear in,. dozen are. ~e!leved ~o have arrived.
30? yardli the bays, and a smell of smoke. More .civillans . perished from the 

lies onter, "She's on fire'," yelled someone. "The bomb In the stern of~he Oroyku 
. . . •. MRruthan anv other cause. 

- ­ - - ­



DEATH CRUISE ON HELL SHIP 

Crowd 1300 Survivors 

on Tennis CO'urt 


Hospital made of Two A Hell Ship Hero 
Sheets and Couple 


of Raincoats 

ONTINUING "Death Cruise
C 011 Hell Ship," George Wel­


.ler tells how the Oroykl' Maru 

sinks in flames of! Subic Bay 


.	after being bombed by AmeTl­

can planes. It i8 December, 194* 

(/.nd MacArthur has been in the 

Philippines two months. ' The 

Japs are on the run. The 1,,'00 

8Mrvivors of the 1,600 Amel"ican 

prisoners, who started from Ma­

nila to Japan, swim ashore or 

land in boats and improvised. 

rafts. AIZ dodge Jap bullets on 

the way in. Many lose their 

lives. This story tvas obtained 

{rom the 300 men who survived. 

the seven weeks' ordeal of star­

vation' and brutality. Wehler 

talked to them in pri.5011 camps, 

hospital ships and bases in the 

Pacific. 
 .' 

By GEORGE WELLER 

THE Oroyku Maru, Jap prison 
ship carrying approximately 

1,600 Americans from Manila to 
southern Japan, had been ~o badly 
battered by American planes that 

' she was forced to land her passen­
gers on OIongapo Point, Luzon. 

Nearly 100 or the Americans al­
ready were dead from horrible con­
ditions in the ship's three holds, into 
which they had been jammed. Suf- the ship rather than through the 
foeation, hunger, thirst, madness- hatch, reached the beach. He said 

,and American bombs-had taken that he had heard men groaning and 
, 

. 

I The Japanese, however, sent out hands of the well-knownJ. N. L. 

, 
, 

Lieutenant Colonel 
CURTIS T. BEECHER 

of the 4th Marine Regiment, 
"who looked like Victor 
McLaglen," plunged into 

the sea and saved weaker 
swimmers 

~=~============ 

their toll. 	 believed that some were still alive 
When the order to leave the ship aboard. 

came the men had plunged into the 8-Foot Seawall Blocks 'Yay -' 
water and struck out for land. The first men to reach shore 

A few had cut loose rafts and found that there was no true beach 
planks on the offshore or starboard at all but ankle-deep water below 
side, which was high. They set out an eight-foot seawall. A few mount­
to swim toward t~e Zamb~les Moun- ed the seawall to lie exhausted in 
tains and a distant lighthouse, the sun. They had hardly fallen 
thinking to reach the beach there flat when a machine gun opened up 
and escape into the bush. on them. Tho shore was in the 

a motorboat from shore with a ma- P:s, tRe Japanese naval.j~::":il;lg 
chine gun and sniptlrs. One by One party, a kind of 'shock marines. . In 
the prisoners were hunted down. a clump of bushes about 200 yards 
Lieutenant Gerald Darling, of Dem- from the seawall they had mounted 
ing, N. M., set forth ona raft with a machine gun. 
three others; they slipped off Into Lieutenant Colonel Curtis Beech­
the water and were not seen again, er, of Chicago and Saratoga, Cal., a 
and he was picked off by the Japa- vigorous, gray-haired marine "who 
nese. looked like Victor McLaglen," 

A Major Peters<?n, who h~d been one prisoner said, took quick com­
in the forward hold and claimed he mand of the seawall situation. He 
left it' stralght through the side of, (Continued on Page 35, Column One) 
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tie cluster of chief warrant officers. . 

"Look." he said, "I've lost my Life Boat 1;ums.Over 

nerve. The fellows over in my bay The oarsmen, who included three 
are plotting against me. They are pharmaCist 's mates second class, 
going to kill me." His friends al- John T. Istock, of Pittsburgh; Les­

i lowed him to stay until he telt bet- tel' R. Tappy, of Niagara, Wis., and 
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Americans ordered to leave the l ap prison ship after it was battel 
mowed down by lap marine snipers as they swam toward shore a 

Diagram shows setup of beach 

being the lightest and airiest, and ashore. The wnter was full of in th 
tel', told him he was talking non- Roy E. Lynch, of Waynesboro, some of the healthiest men had been Iswimming men, but the ' Japanese' the I 

sense and that he must follow the Tenn., were unharmed. But the gathered there. Captain Charles ) captain still remained at his post on Th 
general order and go back to ,Ihis lifeboat had turned 'over, and two Brown, of Deming, N. M., was one the bridge. He Imew a few limping and 
bay. of the Americans were non-swim- of the few who survived, and he , words of English, and warned the the r 

In an hour he was back again, ,full mel's. The Japanese had provided was bleeding ' at nose and mouth last prisoners to leave quickly. be 51 

of the same fear of death. Again lifebelts for themselves but none from concussion. Seeing him, an- I There were small fires hreaking gelie 
t~ey told him it . was a hallucina- for their pri~oners. The prisone~s o.ther membe~ of the 200th Coast Ar- out in various places. The increas- cnmj 
tlOn, .and sent him back. In the therefore stripped the de~d Japs In tillery, Captam Ted P~rker, of AI- ,ing list had put out the eoaldust fire see \' 
mornm~ he was found ' dead, ' his, the water a.nd put their hfebelts ,on buquerque, m~de a Wild rush .for in the hold and the yellow smoke must 
belly slit open. . ' the .non-swlmmers. , , the lad~er, which was now saggl!lg ceased pouring through the hatches. cans 

After Oroyku dropped anchor al- As ,Taylor lay on his back, striv- nnd sphntered. A sent~y shot. h!m 
most no air came down the hatches, ing to rest before starting for shore, f~om ;~oveb Jhreed times, tWice 
which were about 14 by 14 feet. the next wave of American planes \ ro~g d Ie 0 y an once through 
There were no ventilators; animals dove on their target. "1 saw the t e ea . 
could not ' have been shipped under \vhole' thing, a "bomb fall , hit near Tal(e Water Through Pores 
su~h conditions an~ lived. ~esides th~ stern .hatch, an.d the debris go The guns had stopped and there 
thirst and I~ck of all', the prls~ners flymg up mto the all' . . It IQoked as was a kind of terrible silence. We 
~vere suffermg from. crowd pOlson- though It w<?uld fall 10 the water took hold of the shaky ladder and 
mg. Crofwd POISOnItn tbakdes two neafr us. II dlVedldbelo~v ' the surface climbed up through the smoke. Weg 
common orms - he 0 y may as ar as cou go. " f d th d k d ' h J 
burst out In excessive heat, causing This bomb caught the aft hold . oun ~:"c· ~overeb ; :lIt ;p- the cabins of the dead Japanese pas-
a swoon, or it may turn to a cold just when the bodies of those who anese an me~lcan 0 IeS. ur 
sweat, with dizziness and vomiting. 'had suffocated In the second night men were scoop109 ,;!p sugal' from• . the luggage and eating what they

In the last. hours of darkness of were being removed. ,They includ- .could of it before they jumped over. 
the second mght the Japanese sent ,ed th~ Lieutenant 0 Rourke who ;We had a hard time finding lIfe­
down a new word to Comm~nderhad . tr~ed t~ escape from the hold belts. Only when we got over the 
Portz, the leader of the Americans. earlier, Lieutenant Com~ander side, In that clean cool water, we 

,a!ld , the three commanders of the ~dolphe Hede, former executive of- felt better. ' There were bloody men 
dlf~erent holds.. I~ t~e aft hold flcer Of. the USS C~~opus,and a hanging to timbers, but they seem-
Brlilget announced It : Good news, Navy Lieutenant Wilhams, former d d Th ' b d' 

I W ' . t ' f th M' d a . th e encourage. elr 0 les wereboys. ere gomg to b~ »';It ashore ex~cu Ive .0 e 10 an 0 10 e taking in water through their pores, 
here. . The .Japanese CIVIlians who Chmese river ~a~rol. and they felt cool as 'they struck out 

I are still alive have all been put The bomb, stnkmg barely aft of f th b h" 
ashore, and our turn is next." the hatch, rained splinters into the or e eac. . 

. ...... hold fuIl of nakcd men. The, iron The last American shot by the 
100 Had Already Died girder supporting the hatch plimks Japanese while stil~ on the decks of 

What had happened was that the blew into the hold, falling and brain. the Oroyku, accord109 to George L. 
Oroyku Maru's steering gear had ing several men. There was a wild, CurtiS, 53-year-old native of New 
been broken by the pcrsistent straf- uncontrollable rush for the ladder. Bedford, ,Mass., and Portsmouth, 
ing" and s11e had become ~nmanage- "I sa\v the first man get it," says Ohio, ~vho had been the. Pac~ard liecks. A man in the ;,vatel' yelled, sack 
able. But.the Jal?anes~ did !lot for- Major F . Langwith Berry, of Bur- ~gentl~ Mamla, \':'~s , .hls f~l~nd , Hey, throw us down some sh{lcs." Mar 
get to mak~ speCial stlp~latlOns be- lingame. Cal., taken on Bataan with SC?tty" Lees, a ~.hlllppme mmmg 
fore r~leasmg the Americans from the 86th Field Artillery. "He had engmeer. whose wife was ~. school-
the ship where, nearly a hu. ndred J' ust 'put his feet on the bottom of teacher In Freeport, Ill. Whe.n I 
had already died. The prisoners the ladder If he had not been got on deck and felt the boat sm k­
might take their pants and shirts, ther e 1 wo'uld have got It. He fell ing, I saw Scotty a little way off," 
but they could ~IOt take .their hav- back 'dead m my arms. I did not says Curt}s, "1 was just starting to 
ersacks, except for me it an can- know wh' 0 h e was. i put him.. down go toward him, and l.urne.d .away for 
teen. And they were to wear no and jumped back into the dark bays, a moment to see somethmg. When 
shoes ; the Japanese were sure that out of reach of the Japanese fire. 1 turned back .he was staggering 
barefooted Americans could not go There 1 reached out and touched and 1 saw that' hc was ahot, for ho 
far if-they attempted ,to escape. Mr. the tw(tmen on eaeh 5Ide-~f me, who \lCas bleediQg ' heayl !y_ In fro.nt":; 
Wadll, th~ Jap interpreter, stopped seemed' to be a~leep: They were Dazed from being s{ruc~ by die 
at the middle hold and told Com- cold. Both had Buffoc'llted." , hatchway's beams, Curtis .barely 
mander MauriceJoses to instru~t The deek above the prisoners was mad.e .h!s way ashore. An estimated .-----------­
the men t.here to leave the ship. m perforated with many holes; 'light ~7 clvlhans ~vere in the party when 
25-man groUps.r ' was plentiful now. But suddenly a It left as prlS?nerS, and less th~n a 
Th~ Oroyku Maru was almost yellowish haze began , to appear in,. dozen a~e ~eheved ~o have arrIved. 

dead In the water, about 300 yards the bays, and a smell of ' smoke: More .clvlhans. perished from the 
off Olongapo Point. At ,J06es' order, "She's on fire' " yelled someone. "The bomb 10 the stern of !he Oroyku 
Chief Boatswain Clarence M. Tay- coaldust. dow~ here has caught. Let Maru than any other cause. 
lor, of Cloverdale, Va., and Long us get out of here! We'd rather be ' Somehow one of the lifeboats had 
Beach, Cal., took the first 25 men slwt than suffocate!" . been lowered and Lieutenant To­
up past the Japanese g¥ns and out "I was standing right under the shino, In full fOJ:Jllal uniform, and l 
of the hold. He lined t.hem lip -at hatch," says Chief Boatswain Jesse Mr. Wada had made their way 
t~e accommodatIOn 11.ldder over the E. Lee, San Diego, "and 1 saw the "--===",,,,====~=====__=-===o. 
Side. The Japanese Signed that the plane go into its dive. ,I had been I 
American prisoners were to be used talking to lin Army lieutenant, and 
as oat·smen. Taylor took SIX men he was saying how thirsty he was., 
and himself as the first boa~ crew, Then the' bomb hit. I was hit by one 
and ordered the ot?er 19 pnson.ers of the halch planks, but I got up. l 
to follow. as crews m the next hfe· I l'emember the big yellow flash ! 
boat~. There were .eight Japs in and the hot blas t of the explosion . I 
the fll'st boat With him. I IDoked for the Iieutcnant. He was 

"As we got in," says TaylOl', "I so full of holcs that he looked like ;1 
heard the sound of airplane motors. a pepper shaker, and he was quite I! 
I looked up and saw 12, all fighter- rlead . . ' I'll never forget tAle way the ' 
bombers. in four flights of three hold looked. There were at least B1_
each. They were American and dozen people , lying under planks. 
they, were circling ; for t heir dive." .The benjo buckets we had not ye t 

Lieutenant Toshino, the Jap in had time to empty were burst and 
chBrge of th~ prisoners, signalled were all over the bodies ." 
the boat from the rail to shove off. The afthold under the hatch was 
Taylor did so, The first wave or always the 'most favored position, 

But suddenly beside the stern 'anti- smal 
aircraft gun 'littered with the bod- the 
ies of the crews killed by strafing n?t 
U~ S. planes with the suffocated hlms 
American dead piled nearby, the struc 
ammunition boxes caught fire. They Bodi. 
began to explode. Abruptly the Po 
looting of the decks ceased, and all have 
scattered. Some p~isonersran for- woul 
ward to look fOI' life preservers 10 the I 

sengers All the Japanese except revil 
'th ' t . , . d' t . I ­e cap am s Imme la e clrc e . 
passenge~s, crew, soldiers - were 
,one by hfeboat. 

The prisonel'S pushed open the 
stateroom doors. ' LOOking in, they tar! 
saw that theirs were not. the , only deh~ 

a fo 

go t< ' 
of th 
bega 
ant 

dead of .the Oroyk)l ¥aru. Huddled Will 
together thickly as they huddled in and 
foxholes and cities, the' Japanese ran~ 
bad died in , their staterooms and San 
been left there during the night by swin 
Chose who were already safe on a ii 

shou 
Shore. A 
\ The ammunition ceased explod- the I 
Ing; there wel'e now only a ~ozen 
or so unwounded men alive on the ~e1e 

l:hief Bostswain Walter C. Smith, deck 
San Diego, threw him down four who 
pair, which the swimmer tied around 
his neck before se tting off fOr the.> ~~r 
beach. For himself he found an- Clyd 
nthcr pair of shoes, an officer's cap, 
two spoons, ' a canteen and some 
:rapanese Cigarettes. He filled him- TC 
~elf up on water, put the cigarettes Ne\~ 

.. 



- ----.------------------------------------------~-~----------------'t Well

D,J:9 A ~'H C'DUrTC'J:9 0,1\1 Hr'C''LL SHzr . as .wounded. Leadel'ship was/IS feet ojDL~ 'J J n .l..:JL 1 Y L. r pa.sslng lI1to the hands of Lieuten- mast.) 
ant Colonel Beecher, whose forward I' "When 
hold had suffered greatly, but no t so huts aroE h t d M S - much. e smokewIre on IX aus e en wimming "We SB:W seeing tHt,?at Bridget and P?rtzJaps F ­

. re fadmg, says' one Army lIeu- Navy m~- p t. "Their throats were almost scene. . im: 
- S ore rom urfliflo . rIson gone shouting you \ now to Nfrom ordp.rs; 

~ could hardly hear them. Bot had On theA h f B 
.' 

Sahara in the Philippines 
Some 1,300 thirst-crazed men and only one faucet with a trickle of water, That was the 
situation for the American prisoners .crowded into a tennis court on Olongapo Point, 
Luzon, where the sun beat down on theIr bare backs and the Japs made no effort to alleviate 

their suffering 

(Cor:tlnu<d from t". First Pate) men had lain in open sun for about ~ome cases wound ed men who re­

dy wounds, and Portz was wound- beyond c 
in the head, too. I had nevet establish~ 

bravery and leadership in my mander 
e that of Bridget when men I folk, Va., 

dying in the hold. As for another 


1 had come to think of him Clyde WI 


refere~'s . chair, had great diHiculty abpea~e~t 

I would of my own father." IIHiS next 
Sit on Concrete in Rows of 52 . similar nl 

Beecher, sitting aloft in the "Velch oj 

establlshlllg quiet and order, even . a oa}r N. 
in making himself heard. HOW /on tie , 
could over 1,300 men be arranged in , ~er\Lt. 
a single tennis court? It was the I ar? ~na 
pro?lem of the shiploads ' a. II overl LOTuhlsla~" 
agalll. e I , 

shee ~ al 
Finally it was managed - the l s tretched 

Japanese paid no attention to this, the sun. 
leaving each impossibl~ situation ferent f11 
,they cl'eated to the Amerrcans-that, Japs fun 
the prisoners would be seated in and lIal 

:rows of 52 men. This -meant a row Americar 
,of 26 men in each court from ' the jor Opel'1 
service baseline to where ' the net of the a 
ordinarily would be, plus 26 in the named S: 
same line in the opposite court. They Schwartz 
sat as they had in . the bays or mous hos 
shelves of the Oroyku Maru, with with anol 
their knees drawn up to their ChinS' j nel Jam 
The only variant of this that was Fr~ncisc( 
possible was sitting spread': 1I'!'.::le. medical 

,with each man's haunches in the .Japa n:-\X 
of his neighbor's legs. , I • 

The prisoners had barely got 
seated when they had reason t.o 

to their feet. A wave of three 
AmeJ,"ican planes came over the 
COurt. The prisoners crouched again 
a moment, not knowing whet her 
they would be strafed. But the first 
plane's target ' was the Japanese 
anti-aircraft gun on a Imoll beyond 
the tennis cou rt. 

The guns spol{e, the plane roared 
down and silenced the gun, and as it 
swung up again tl tinkle of empty 
.50-calibre cartridge cases came 
hurtling down and st.ruck the court's 
concrete . and a few sunburned 
shoulders. The second plane hit' the 
Oroyku Maru, apparently with Il 

bomb, for a flame leaped up, and 
the third plane dropped another 
bomb about 1,500 feet off. I 

The prisoners, standing tiptoe, 
supporting each other, saw it all. 
The Oroyku Maru, which had lain 
all daY lifeless in the water, negli­
gently smoking,. now burst into 
flames all over. There wa's no sign 

ordered Ihe strongest swimmers to two Hours, the Japanese gave orders mained of the approximate 1,600 of life on her decks. The ammuni­
plunge in aga in and help those who to them to brea k camp and prepare who had left Bilibid. tion began to go off. She burned 
were struggling. to move. The small aid station which They stacked their dead at the and burned, and in t.wo hours she 

He dived in himself and brought had been set up on the seawall by entrance to the court. They moved sank. (At the time of ilpan's' 5ur­
In about a half dozen. Each time he Lieutenant Commander Thomas H. ' Ihe tall referee's platform to the render she was still lying in the 
would say, "Come on; let's help the Hayes, of Norfolk, Va., wasimme- middle of the court where it be- ~ame place off Olongapo, with some 
men who are failing out there." diately packed into the messkits and Came a kind of lookout and como, . 
Chief Boatswain Taylor and he, clad canteens which r emained. When mand post. Commander Warner 
alike in ' nothing but shorts, brot.ight the. barefooted, su~burned m a rch- Portz was still nominally senior ofJ 
in man after man. One or two men ers were ready, With two men to Licer, but so exhausting had been 
had afterthoughts about the wreck, Help ea ch ~f the wo;mded, t.he Japs the experience he underwent in the 

. swam all the way out again, tilled f~rmed a lm~ to _gUIde ~h_em . With afthold that both he and .Command­
up on brown sugar, and swam back. bayonet~d nfles and cl~bs the e, I' Frank Bridget were dePleted.~~ 1 

It was difficult to persuade the , J.N.L~P. s were placed at mtervals ~. 
newcomers, once they .reached the of about 30 yaros along il ~rooked 
seawall, to sq:uat down in the cover lllle of ma::ch about a half mile long 
of the seawall, in the shallow water. to a t.enms court about 500 yards 
Not having heard the Japanese fire bac~ from ta~ seawall. _ 
while they were thrashing toward 1 ~e long lme of men straggleo 
shore, they refused to believe that along slowly and weakly. Occasion-
there was already a machine gun ally the Japanese batted t~em 
set up against them, Several im- alon~, but there were . no outright 
petuously climped up anyway, out beatmgs~ ~y about 3 III the after-
when one' was \vounded they 110un- noon the las.t of the bearded and 
dered back into the water again, and bandaged {lnsonel's were h.obblmg 
crouched in the lee of the fire-swept through t.he gate of the tenms court 
licawall, . . which was to be their prison, 

The American planes returned 

again. Beecher gave orders for the No Shadc 011 'l'Cllltis Court 

strongest men to run up I/-nd down It was a concrete court not far 
r 'p 



Sahara in the Philippines 
S.ome .1,300 thirst-crazed men and only one faucet with a trickle of water. That was the 
sltuahon for the American prisoners crowded into a tennis court on Olongapo Point 
Luzon, where the sun beat down on their bare backs and the Japs made no effort to alleviat~ 

their suffering 

ICor.tlnued from the First Pa~e) men had lain in open sun for about ~ome casE'S wounded men who re­
ordered the strongest swimmers to two hours, the Japanese gave orders mained of the approximate 1,600 
plunge in again and help those who to them to break camp and prepare who had left Bilibid. 
were struggling. to move. The small aid station which They stacked their dead at the 

He dived in himself and brought had been set up on the seawall by entrance to the court. They moved 
In about a half dozen. Each time he Lieutenant Commander Thomas H. t.he tall referee's platform to the 
would say, "Come on; let's help the Hayes, of Norfolk, Va., was .imme- middle of the court where it be-
men who are failing out there." dlately packed mto the messklts and Came a kind of lookout and com-I --- . 
Chief Boatswain Taylor and he, clad canteens which remained. When mand post. Commander Warner 
alike in nothing but shorts, brought the. barefooted, sUI;burned march- Portz was still nominally senior of- ; 
in man after man. One or two men ers were ready, with two men to ficer, but so exhausting had been 
had afterthoughts about the wreck, help each ~f the wo~mded, the J~ps the experience he underwent in the 

. swam all the way out again filled formed a Ime to gUide them. With afthold that both he and ,Command­
up on brown sugar, and swam 'back. bayonet~d rifles and c1~bs the 

It was difficult to persuade the J.N.L.P. s were placed at Intervals 
newcomers, once they reached. the Io.f about 30 yards along a crooked 
seawall, to squat down in the cover Ime of ma:-ch about a half mile long 
of the seawall, in the shallow water. to a t.enllls court about 500 yards 
Not having heard the Japanese fire back from tRe seawall. 
while they were thrashing toward The long line of men stragglei:! 
shore, they refused to believe that along slowly and weakly. Occasion­
there was already a machine gun ally the Japanese batted t~em 
set up against them. Several im- along, but there were no outright 
petuously climped up anyway, but beatings. ~y about 3 in the after­
when one was ;lYounded they floun- noon the las.t of the bearded and 
dered back into the water again, and bandaged IJl'lsonel's were hobbhn g 
crouched in the lee of the fire-swept thr?ugh t.he gate of.the ~enn s cour t 
lieHwall. . which was to be theIr pnson. 

The American planes returned I T ' 
again, Beecher gave orders for the No Shade 0 11 TCllnlS Court 
strongest men to run up I!.nd down It w as a concre te court not fa r 
in the water, waving their clothes. from a n old marine barracks, and 
The leading pilot seemed to get the undoubtedly some of the elder offi­
idea: He waggled his w ings imd eers had played there in the happy 
flew off. . (J days when service life had been a 
No Drinl{ing Water for 2 Day! ;;,:. country club. There was only one 

The Japanese set up systematic court. It was, of course, without 
foxholes in the bushes, with snipers shade or shelter of any kind. It had 
to covel' the seawall. The Ameri- th.e usual ball wire strung around,

With an unpainted wall about six 
cans were then allowed, after a par- feet high at the bottom. At the side 
ley, to climb up and rest in the sun,d was a tall referee's platform, and a 
un er the eyes of the Japanese small water faucet. 
rifles. Two marine officers, Major This court was (0 be the prison
Andrew J. Mathiesen, of Los Ar·.­ for approximately 1300 hun"rv
geles, and a Lieutenant Keene a t.hirsty, battle-shocked, ill anct' i;.{
graduate of South Carolina's Ci'ta .. 
del, approached the J.N.L.P.'s and 
explained that the Americans had 
been without water for two days. 
There was a small faucet near the 
Japanese positions. The Japanese 
allowed them to go in five-man de­
tails to the faucet. 

Around noon, after the'halt-nal{ed 

e,r Frank Bridget were dePlet_e_d_~~ I 
.. ~. 1 

t hey created to the Americans-thal 
t he prisoners would be seated in 
rows of 52 men. This meant a row 
of 26 men in each court from' the 
service baseline to where' the net 
ordinarily would be, plus 26 in the 
same line in the opposite court. They 
sat as they had in the bays or 
she!ves of the Oroyku Maru, with 
their knees.drawn up to their chins. 
The only variant of this that was 
possible was sitting spread,- ~'6 1 ~ 
with each man's haunches in the 
forI<; of his neighbor's legs. , 

The prisoners had barely got 
seated when they had reason to 
jump to their feet. A wave of three 
Ame,ican planes came over the 
court. The prisoners crouched again 
a moment, not knowing whether 
they would be ~rafed. But the first 
plane's target' was the Japanese 
anti-aircraft gun OIl. a knoll beyond 
the tennis court. 

The guns spoke, the plane roared 
down and silenced the gun, and as it 
swung up again (l tinkle of empty 
.50-calibre cartridge cases came 
hurtling down and struck the court's 
concrete . and a few sunburned 
shoulders. The second plane hit the 
Oroyku Maru, apparenlly with a 
bomb, .for a flame leaped up, and 
the third plane dropped another 
bomb about 1,500 feet off. 

The prisoners, standing tiptoe 
supporting each other. saw it all: 
The Oroyku Maru, which had lain 
all daY lifeless in the water, negli­
gently smoking,. now burst into 
flames all over. There wa's no sign 
of life on her decks. The ammuni­
tion began to go off. She burned 
and burned, and in two hours she 
sank. (At the time of ~pan's' sur­
render she was still lying in the 
same place off Olongapo, with some 
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trickle of water. That was the , 
court on Olongapo Point, 

laps made no effort to alleviate 

cases wounded men who re­
of the approximate 1,600 

wl1 0 had left Bilibid. 
They stacked their (lead at 

to the court. Thcy moved sank. 
referce's platform to the render 

of the court, where 
Came a kind of lookout and com-I 
mand post. Commander Warner 

was still nominally senior of­
ficer, but so exhausting had been 
the experience he underwent in the 

that both he and ,Command-
Bridget were dep~~~e_d_~a~ 1 

, ' 

' well as wounded. Leadersh!p wasI15 Icet oI water ovel' the tip of hcr , poml was in Ii poisoned condition, I 

passing into the hands of Lleuten- , mast.) " ' but the doctors had neither anes­
ant Colonel Beecher, whose forward I "When we saw those Jap nipa thesia nor scalpel. Finally they 
hold had suffered greatly, but not so huts around their guns go up in I cauterized , , a razor blade and 
much. smoke we likcd it cvcn more than I Schwartz amputated the arm with­

"We saw that Bridget and Portz seeing the ship go down," says one ~ out anesthesia. (The marine lived 
were fading," says' one, Army Iieu- Navy man. "We enjoyed the whole Ifor five days afterward on the ex- , 
tcnant. "Their throats were almost scene immensely." 'Iposed tennis court, fighting sturdi- i 
gone from shouting orders; YOU IU OW to Make a Hospital Jy for life, but finally he died Wl'en j 
could hardly hear them. Both ad On the 15-foot-wide strip of space the column moved,) 
bOdy wounds, and Portz was wound'i beyond one baselinc the prisoners \ The overpoweringly prevalent : 

.~ed in the head, too. I had never established their "hospital." Com- disease was diarrhea and dysentery, I 
:seen bravery and lcadership in my mander Thomas H. Hayes of Nor- ,and there was no drug to check it,: 
life like that of Bridget when men folk, Va" was now exhausted and Inor eve!1 food. "The Japs tell us," ! 

tbegan dying in the hold. As for another doctor,' Lt. Commander the offIcers announced from the I 
,.Portz, 'I had come to think of him IClyde Welsh of Chicago, took over. referee's chair', "that they have no 
'as I would of my own fathcr." ~ ~iS , next of rank, with a curiousl!' food or clo~hing .for us. We will 
Sit on Concrete in Rows of 52 SImIlar name, Lt. Commander CeCIl have to Walt untIl they send to 

. . . ' Welch of South Dakota, had dis- Manila." 
Beecher, sll till g aloft 111 the , appeared reportedly suffocated ' 

'f ' h' h d t d'ff It I ' (Copyright. , 19451Ie eree s c aIr, a grea I ICU Y aboard the ship The other doctors . 
establishing quiet and order, even I th N ·ct f th "h 't'l" TOMORROW: Another l1ay on,
in making himself heard How I' on e aBvy 

Sl eLo dOe fosNPI at, l.. the blazing tennis court with four . . were Lt. ruce ang n 0 or"
could over 1 300 men be arrangf!d 111 C I' d Lt A th B tt' \SpoontulS of water to a ma.n. 

. ' . ? I - h I aro lila an . I' ur arre 0.1., ---------~===== a sll1gle tcnllls cou.rt. twas t e, Louisiana. - " 
pro?lem of the shIploads all overl The "hospital" consisted of two 
agall1. sheet>· and a couple of raincoats 

Finally it was managed ' - the stretched to' give protcction from 

Japanese paid no attention to this, the sun. Otherwise it was no dif­
leaving each impossible situation ferent from the tennis court. The 

they created to the Americans-that Japs furnished no medical supplies 

the prisoners would be seated in and naturally the half-clothcd 

rows of 52 men, This meant a row Americans had none. The first ma-

o! 26 men in each court from ' the jor opel'alion was thc amputation 

service baseline to where the net of the arm of a marine corporal 

ordinarily would be, plus 26 in the named Specht by Lt. Col. Jack W. 

same line in the oppOsite court. They Schwartz, the surgeon of the fae 

sat as they had in the bays or mous hospital No.2 on Bataan, who 

shelves of the Oroyku Maru, with with anothcr Army lien tenant colo­
their knees drawn up to their chins. nel James McG. Sullivan ot San i 

The only variant of this that was Fr~ncisco sustained much of the I 

p<?ssible was si~ting spread'-.~. medical burden al~ the way to I 

WIth each man s haunches III the Japan arm'of the marine cor­
fOrk of his neighbor's legs. , I
 

The prisoners had barely got 

seated when they had reason to 

jump to their feet. A wave of three ll 

American planes came over the 

court. The prisoners crouched again 

a moment, not knowing whether 

they would be ~rafed. But the first 

plane's target' Was the Japanese 

anti-aircraft gun on' a knoll beyond 

the tennis court. 


The guns spoke, thc plane roarcd I 

down and silenced thc gun, and as it 

swul)g up again (l tinkle of empty 

.50-calibre cartridge cases came 

hurtling down and struck the cOUrt's 

concrete . and II. few sunburned 

shoulders. The second plane hit the 

Oroyku Maru, apparently with II 

bomb, for a flame leaped uP. and ' 

the third plane dropped another 

bomb about 1,500 feet off. I 


The prisoners, standing tiptoe, 

supporting each other. saw it aIL I 

The Oroyku Maru, which had lain 

all d<tY' 'lifeless in the watcr, negli ­
gently smoking" now burst into 

flames all over. There wa's no sign 

of life on her decks. The ammuni­
tion began to go ciff. She burned 


the and burned, an? in twol hou,rs she 
(At the tIme. of J~pan. s sur­

she was stIli lym~ 111 the 
it be- same place off Olongapo',wlth some 
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DEATH CRUISE ON HELL SHIP 

Four Spoons ofWater 


to Each Prisoner 

Sixth Day of Torture T or tured Travels 

on Sun-Scorched 
Tennis Court 

THE story 0/ how 1,600 Amer­
, tcall prisoners 0/ war, tak­


Ien from Manila to Japan in 

December, 1944, w ere 80 starved 

and tortzt red by the Japs that 

only 300 sltrv ived cont'illues. To­

day George Weller gets the 


'§CORREGIOOI?~~Americans as far as Sa'n Fer­

'lando pampanya. The eighth 

day since they left Manila. Their , Route followed by Ameri­

prison snip-Oroy ku Maru--haa ' can prisoners from""the time 


, bee'n sunk by Yank bombers. Six they left Manila until they
' more t errible weeks tcill pass reached San Fernando
be/ore the doomed men finish • Pampanga,the death cruisll.I ~ 

By GEORGE WELLER tain Harold A. Jimerson, Univer-

I
T was hot on the concrete tennis ~ity of Kans~s man, ~ho ~vas teach­
court on Olongapo Point, Luzon. mg. me~hanlcal e.ngmeermg at the 

'Th were packed some 1300 Umverslty of Anzona,. had a c~t 
ere, . 600 'h from one of the AmerIcan 50 cali-

American prisoners out of 1, w 0 beta' William Miner a 
had left Mamla some three days be- e,rs. ap In , 
f the Jap hell ship Oroyku mld-western~r who had command· 
are on ed infantry m the Visayan group, 


Maru. h d h' f . db Arne i 
Heat, thirst, suffocation. wounds a ~s mg~rs rlppe y an r ­
and insanity had taken their toll in can nco~het.. 
the jammed, filthy holds of the ship. UncertalJ) Trickle From Faucet 
But American planes had taken re- '''By now, aft~r a full day's ex­
venge of a sort by first damaging, posure to the sun, the prisoners 
then sinking the craft. were in desperate condition from 

Now the men were ashore again, thirst. They could easily have ab­
but no better off. They had strip- sOI'bed four to five quarts of water 
ped in the fetid holds of the ship and per men. But the Japanese denied 
in the rush to escape the battered them any other water than that 
craft had left their clothes. Now on from a faucet. An uncertain trickle 

, the open tennis court the sun show- came from it. They caught it care· 
ed no more mercy than the Japs. fully in canteen cups, and served it 

l The men were now at the stage of with spoons. It worked out to four 
nutritional diarrhea, when the spoonfuls per man, with the single 

'stomach can hold nothIng, even if faucet , running constantly. Its 
it is palatable and nutritious. Those stream grew thinner and thinner. 
who had saved some brown sugar Major Reginald H. "Bull" Ridge­
from the wreck found that their ly, a marine so named for his thun- , 
bodies could not retain it. There derous voice, began with Lieutenant ,was an unending procession through Colonel Curtis Beecher to try to 
the court gate to the latrines out- take the roll from the referee's 

. side and back again. platform whoch had been moved to 
There were odd wounds. too. Cap· <Continued OD <,a,e Nine. Column Onel 1I 
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DEATH CRUISE ON HELL SHIP ~fADTOCOUNTEACH 

Daily Roll 'Call ~Keeps Check on Dead; I fiRAI~ ~F RICE 
• • • ­

- Torrid Days Become ChIlly NIghts 
cconUnu,d frOID the Flrlt 'au) 

the center of the court. It wu a 
· )on" and tedious 'task, with some-j 
thing particularly aggravating 
about It to the lunburned, hungry 
and th(rsty men who sat In the court 
waiting for night to fall_ A name 
would be called. No answer. "Well, 
anybody know what happened to 
him?" HaJf the men were not Jisten­
ing. trying In 1I0me makeshift way 
to better their posltlon_ "Well, 
doeln't anybody know what hap­
pened to him1" 

A voice would say, "1 think he 
puaed out last night. I believe I 
laW him with the dead on the deck, 
way down under." As ioon as there 
wu a definite assertion, It would 
give birth to contradJctol'7 One.. 
''The hell you did! He was In the 
next bay .to me. A bomb fragmeDt 
got hlm_" I 

And from someone else, "How 
('ould a bomb have got him when 1 
saw him swimming away from the 
sh:p?" At that moment the mlaing 
m~..n might walk In tram the la-' 
tr:ne outside. Or the questioningI 
might go tor mInutes longer, estab- I 

Ilshlng something or establishlng' 
nothing. 
Partial Ust of Flrllt to Die 

As nearly as present memories 
can piece the story together, here 
are some men who al'e either known 
to have been suffocated or killed or 
who arc believed . not to have an· 
..wered the first general roll call i 
in the tennis court: 

r.t. Col. Am.,ld ",",oro.o, Coast Artll1r.ry ottt· 
~.r; Lt_ Col. 3o.eph Bell. Silt Like City; U_ 
r.ot. WUUalll Be,er) of Omaha; Lt. Col. BeUnr:r. 
l",flntry, captured in MIndanao, a Jeweler ot 
]toa.ell. N. ),1., who had luceeldull,r coner"ed 
bath clmera an4 tleld ,luleI durin.. more than 
\11'0 1~Ar. In the DavllO prison eAmp. 

Lt. Command.r Anllv M. Brun. of Phll.­
.elpllla.. 

Major Wade Cot"ra", Grr~nwood. B. C. : 
U_ CGI. John C_; Lt. Col. 'n".. Compto" . 
lterulu Arm, QuartOl'm..t.r Corpl, nicknamed 
"l'uDkln ret." and "TM Merchant or Venl••." 

Lt. c.L ~ 1Altl1IuJI, Of "II ".14 Ar­
tUl.". WIICI nees.ed r\nt In 1111 eltelt In tile 
""mlMl of Ill. Oro7\<u Mara 111 V. II. ,11ft••; 
Major Prank LlptrlNt, of .10 IoJItonIO, Tn:.. 
,8tll :n.14 ArtllI.ry. 

MaJer Jrrln, "an..IM•• of ,.tI\ WI.ld Artll-
Ipry, .on of ClIlc:aro rertaarattur. klUfd In Oro. 
,ku I>OmDlnr: ..aJer ....1'7, Plel. ArUU.,.,; u. 
Cel_ Ar.~ ... Mdl:_... of _ttlt; JuU. Ad­
",oe.II on Mindanao: Lt. Will.. ".,... eM' 
neU ,ra'uat.: Lt. " ..III •• 1'1'.-. l'Ia"l' ,oe· 
tor; Major WIII,'.n It. Mu.."" OnInanH of· 

!:scP:;f::,,!:I~~~~.=~ 
Mat"'l'7. 

, . 

Tennis Court Becomes Prison 


.....
'fl. _ 
~"'......~f,: 

*American OUlcers 


Took Roll Call and 

Death Lists 'rom 

Referee's Chair 

Moved to Mid-

Center of TennIS 

Coart 


... ;' 

. Prisoners Sat In 
Rows of 5:Z 

Lengthwise with 
Legs Intertwined 

TennIS 

C01U't 
. ' 

"Hospital" was Two 
Sheets Erected to . 

Keep Off Sun 

Exposed to the elements, the 1,300 weary, hungry Yank sur­
vivors were crowded into a concrete tennis court after 

leaving the battered Jap prison ship, Oroyku Maru 

"_UIt he bourht UP from otMr prl"'n... the feet by the prevailing disease. diar· ever airplanes we re hear d_ The 
I b1' foot plota of ranlen lind at CallanatlW1 gry and frequenUy bl'Ought to tMlr ;first convoy unloaden at the prison 
prllClll. . . rhea, tew slept. which had been filled with Fill ­_IIV. Mate In Olus L.n.u C. c-.. The morning brought a few pinos ; the second unloaded at the 

. ..... Of J'IIlla4tlpltll. I . t th t h t . . ...... ..u•• Wlk~, kl\1e4 117 tM. lIOInblnr at warm ng mmu es a were It ea er. 

tit. _ u_ WIt" Ma,... 0Iu0W ... ,.IUI_. neither chill night nor torrid day. Prisoners Eat a Lemon Tree 

• Itepiar A,.,. OfflHr wM b&4 "'" _ Of· I Again there began the tedlou. call- . 

nc.r at Cllluatlwl aDd n~ f&r ~ pn- Ing ot the roll, a rite alway. done The prisoners were in good splrlts_ 

IOft&1lnhIJIl7 In W. IIOIt: M.... Pn.... prr., centrally trom the referee's chair. They had lost strength, but they 

.f La ..tan. ". II.. ~ 1014 DlJ\IIftTl. 'which took nearly two hours. About had gained eight days delay from 

Lt. c:-nd.. r.r-, VIII'I: U. Ora,., VI". six more men had died during the . . - M ­
attlCM4lo PIIT WI,sa, I41I&drIIDI at Ca'l111. night. A burlal detail was named ; 1 the Japanc~e. and General acAt-

JIaJM 1.111, (I. a.M..... a h.....,. ~al.r the dead bodies were stripped of thU! was stilI on the way. 
IorntJ' ofnc.r nom the la"....:~"'t c:Jothlng; they were taken out the . The prison yard at Pampanga Is 
." fIImIa M.lndanao pr\IOn amp gate. Later the Japanese gave per- .about 70 ft. by 60. and a l.emon tree 
.~neO:P:.,~u~':~ mission for them to be burled In an grew in the center. The lemons:ani.' . Improvised cemetery dOVfn by the I~~ted about 15 second;!a~ter the 
...... , ..... %DflnU7. Iseawall. . . fust prisoners entered; In fIVe mIn-

The second day In the tennis court utes most of the leaves were eaten 
the pri!'oners received their first as weI!. There wei'C two cellblocks 
meal; two tablespoonfuls of rice, a single stOl'y high. The elderly 
raw. Their standard measure had ol!icers and the sick w~re housed In 
b.ecome the canteen cup for a line them. The other prlsone;l's lay I 

d bl f dot 52 men,' an the ta espoon or . own as they had in the tennl. 
each man. court, in the sun. There had once 

·They asked Mr. Wadl\, the Jap been tolle t~ but they were long since 
Interpreter why they could not broken. The · latrine became the 
havo more'tood and water. There open culvert. 6 Inches deep, which 
wu plenty of rice in the Jap bar- ran around the yard.. "The flies," 
rack. nearby, and .water In the aev: says one officel', "came from all 
eral buildings nearby. ·The hunch- over Luzon_" • . 

thiladelPhia Officer who 
Died on the 'Hell Ship' 

Distributed Food 
Two -men mentioned in today. 

chapter ot ''Death Crulle on Hell 
Ship" as hav1n~ succumbed to the 
ordeal of starvation and brutality 
were Philadelphians: Lieutenant 
Commander Arthur M. Bryan. USN, 
and Pharmacist'. Mate First Clus 
Luther C. Compton. 

Lieutenant Commander Bryan 
was a career man In the Navy. When 
he wu ordered from the Philadel­
phIa Navy Yard to the Philippines 
111 the fall of 1940 he had no com· 
pla int. He was a warrant officerItIIen, a pay clerk, and he had come 
steadily up through the ranks ever 
. ce be enllated In 1908. He took 
) ' 1 wife and scm with him. 

The Bryanl lived on the naval 
hue at Olongapo, Sublc Bay. There 
vetW 15 offlcerl and warrant officers 

the mUon.: TOday only one 01 
.II a1tve. MOlt of the othen 

JD the "Death CruIse" between 
·and Japan In Deeember, 

I .w. and Janu8l'7 and February, ·than a.z 
. is.. "I 01 

• Bryan's death occurred Janu­ then th 
IJ ~ 200 mJIe. off Formosa, and us agai 
1, was buried at sea_ He had fought 
WI! Japanese on Bataan. had b~en ~~ . 
Clp ~tJred with Wainwright on Cor. . n 
N&!dor, and had survived more than pend 0 
Uree a ild a hal! years of imprison. Iurvlvo 
mnt. His widow and two daUgh.l tuan an 
t'-5 Uve at 327 Kent road, Cynwyd. Hell Sh 
H An. Leonard G_ Bryan. is a At 0 
II utenant (j.g.J In the Navy, an 110 mi: 
( Ine'tring officer on a destroye m~ndel' 
1111 operating off the Japanese prlsonll' 

It. He bas recently tran.ferred good bl 
tl Jie 1tegular Navy. permitt 
I.&a& 'l'lm e Wi! e Sa w H­ 1m a suppl:supervi 

Mn. 'BryaR last law her husband So ell 
&!lOb' a nd her son were evacuated he was 
f~m Manila aboard the 5S Pres!- in BiBb. 
dtnt ~lk In March, 1941_ He came ber. 19' 
Olt to t he edge of the dock. she says, "I hR 
8\d ·..toed thel·e. watching them Mrs. B I 

, 

AJ 
Thel 
who 
"Cru: 

througl 

'" Q..u.....tetdC':' ~LQIkacO._fGr\II.r backed Interpreter would not gIve About 800 were jammed Into the . 
M.~ ,....17 f«ItMII pIaJtr; 1atllG' th.mperml..16tfUfllrfort11e,,-,lltl!r; priSOlt;-J1rd- UfrCJmer-":!OO-lnto the 
aDd _ .... e.L ..... aM ...,., .,...... AI tor the riee. h, said that he could dilapidated theater. The ampu· 
.........NtII of Cella. lIMn. .. '~ 1Inrde4 not l et that for jUlUlUctlonal rea- U!-ted ~arlne. ~ry~ral_Specht, ~ed 
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.. _r __ •• •. __ ... __ •• _ •. ~ .... __ , ....... _ 
1'fIarIudW. H.e. 'Ii tlJan ""I• ., C. 0-.. Tile morning brought a tew pInos; the second unloaded at the 

. ..... 01 fIIlla4flphl., • I ' t th tJOJw AI•• .,.._, Jdllld ., tN , 1Io8\IIIn.. at warm nl' rmnu es a were theate!". 
the ___ U_ wtth MI. 0IIeeWr ... , ....._, neither ch1ll nl,ht nor torrid day. Priaonel1!l.Eat a Lemon Tree 
a Jt..wu Anq e1/kfr no ha4 IIftII __ of- Again there began the tedlou. call· 

tsetr at C&bua.... UI4 nCOlftlM4 for hU Jft'. In&' ot the roll, a rite alwa)'l done The prisoners were in good spirits. 

ecma1lntaJrlt1 Ja tIdI potl: "...... ...l1li rrt-. centrally from the referee's chaIr, They had lost strength, but they 

.f Lu ..,an, If. H.. U:4 MI4 b ....'.. which took nearly two hours. About had gained eight days · delay from 


Lt. ~~, VIJII; .... an" Vllf, six more men had dIed during the M 
att&dlf4lO paT~, ka&4I'IIIII at CtYlg. night. A burial detail was named; the Japanese, and General acAr·"...... '.""0. a.II..... • II",..,. ~lJlar the dead bodIes were strIpped of thur was.still on the way. 
Arlll1 offSetr WIIoIII the J.1IUIftf !lad brmIrllt clothing' they were taken out the The prIson yard at Pampanga Is 
UP hnl. MlndUllO P\1IOII..., to Manila. gate. x.;,.ter the Japanese gave per. about 70 !to by 60, and a lemon tree 

"....... o-,e Ibn, of CIaeIImIU. JOlIn. 1ft b bId I I h T
dlO 4Inctor IdIIf4 b1 fallbl, IIIaIII GIl l1li,. mlu on or hem to e ur e n an grew n t. e center. he lemons 
:.,. • Improvl.led cemetery do\yn by the lasted· about 15 seconds after the 
_,..,.., lIIf.nl". aeawall. . . fh'st prisoners entered; In five min· 
Lt. eeL Cbr* 1AhI...... of 11th 11114 Ar. The second day In the tennis court utes most of the leaves were eaten 

IUle..,. wIIO ftcfI." mit 111 illS chert 111 tlIe the prlsonel1!l received theIr first as well. There were two cellblocks 
l!<!mlllDJ of \1M 0r01kU M.ra b1 v . •. pIIn••; meal: two tablespoonfuls of rice. a single story high. The elderly 
Major PrI,,: u.t.U.... 01 lUI AnlonlO. Ta.. raw. Their standard measure had offIcers and the sick were housed In 
'8:':~rrI:="""'. of 241h 111.14 ArUl. bscome the canteen cup for a line them. The other ~rlsoners ]a.y 
lory, _ of ChIC',O mtauf.ltv" 1d11t4 11\ oro. of 52 men, ' and the tablespoon for down ~s they had In the tenniS 
,kU bOmbln,: "ajar ".1". 111.1. Artlll..,:.... each man. Icourt, In the sun. There had once 
eel. Aull ". M.a._or. of ...tl..: Iv.,e Ad-They asked Mr. Wads, the Jap been tolIct~ but they were long since , 
"",,0', on MIndanao; Lt. wmta. ,..••11. CoT- Interpreter, why they .could not broken. The ' latrine became the 
..oU ,r.4v.te; U ........ a. ,,-, If•., doe- have more food lind water. Thel'e open culvert, 6 Inches deep, which 
~::';r.Mr:!:n:Ib~I~n,!';.~~:..~,::::::.n~: wu plenty of rice in the Jap bar._ ran around It(~e Y8;.d, . ''Thfe flleS'I'I' 
.d d.fen.. 01 COtr.ri40r: 1'JIanIutR', Ma.... rack. nearby, and water In the leV· , says one 0 Icer, came rom a"a""", eral bulldln,. nearby. The hunch· ,over Luzon." 
:.-o1!!tl'. ....G~ QUcqo,ICInII., backed Interpreter would not give About SOD were jammed Into the 
IC~ ;V ......17 footld pJarar.- . J&tItII' them permlllr(ffi"lOto-ror1Ite water; prlson,,'and- tl1e-otnet"-~-lnto the 
..,4 Me, .... CaL ......... ~ n-a M for the rice, h~ said that he could dilapidated theater. The ampu­
....."fHUa of Mil. ~.~ "... ~ not get that for jurisdictional rea· tated marine, Corporal Specht, died 
1'0w.l1. !leCaUI. iN latNr ..... & ellat .....w. sona almost on arrival in theater .But
whle. be.,. .M tile _ • Ibort n4 bftrf. • , • 

Lt. ,.,.. .... a mJddIt..... JWIIIa IOPf It teemed that while they were still the prisoners hearts were light• 
. buyer W1IO IIa4 bIID ......... wartI1IM....... aboard the ship they were In the For the fIrst time they had hot_OD. · care of the Japanese navy. But nOW food. It wag only rice and It wu 

Ma,. .... kh... of Dfmla,. If. 1f.• :IIIOtII that they were ashore again, they brought In on two big pieces ot cor­
eoalt Artnwr. .... CaL" 'ella W....... a,. were under the Japanese army rugated fron rOOfing, but It was hot 
tlln4 on 1)&'tIO•• llea~ bombardment ofI\efr again. No matter It al11,3OO starved and filling. And they had water, 
.f tIM AIr ,,-: Ifa."'" II. • ..u. .f COl- to death the navy could not be asked too all they could drink. What Itera.. W&IItJ7 lteM"e I ' , t 
. . ~ JJltalllf_ o.tn.~, MtJer If.... 11&,.. to provide food for army prisoners. they had to till theIr canteens a the 
_. an4 01..... hi... KIa...., of J)ftwr" Th.1.I explanation seemed to please , toilet In takes? It was wa t:er, and It 
eloM fl1ftIdI. JdIle4 tosttlMr on tile Il1bol4 Mr, Wada, he and Lieutenant brought back lIle to their beady, 
llatell of tile 0I'G1D. TOIhlDo, who w In char,e of the shrunken stomachs. 

Lt. ClfL , .... 'If. ~. of SIIYtr Cltr, If. M., prl.onera, were comfortable and ICoPl'rIRht. 1943.1 

_II Ceu& ArUlIaJ. taU_tid Ja .... 01 tN were aaUn&: weD. MONDAY-Eighth day on the In­...... lIUr. e-_ .... .,..,........ WUIIIa! 
.......... ~ ArWIIr7. Fried by 1)&7, F roun by N'1,ht credible trip to Japan flnda death 

I0Il& w....... UB. ......u...f un M...• Th. naked men tried to &.cSapt toll mountlllf . 
~ .... ClIL ..... II. .. _ .. WI_. &,.,. I 

them..1." to the new lituatlon of r:======:;;;::::::::::::::====~ 
_ ~ Ita.. I\I8IIw., "n_ ,._. beln.. ·trie&· 'Ur. c:C~,~r~~ , ~~ , 1~y" ~ 
fer ~ ~ ........." ClptU'" In 1IIln· 11 • 


_ __ .. ".. -.. H·... N); 5< .1'e". ~ ~ "'I"" by night. ChIef Boatswain 1'--------------
Ihlp; prGkal,ofnffclcatJon, Willi Uo. 9ii. .....- Jes&.! E. Lee (San Dlego),lIke many 
.11, & ...,alar oltlCtr of JMI4 ArtlIler1 .M I... oth+rs, tore ott tho ·bottoms of h I~ 
(;eL .......,. &M'II., ""alU Arm, offlCfr. tro1,lsers to make caps (or hislrlend!l, 

c...... ,.1&" Z. WhHln, 01 MIMUJIOIII, & ,Ivlng one leg to Gunner's Mate H. 
Rarv." smu... wllo 11.4 fOU"" Wltll tN 2.tII lM. F.arrell of ir"ouston-whO was sti I)
eav.l". &lid th. 1'II1IIpplne Se<lvU and In til. to lo~e an eye before he reached 
••, ..... ClDlpaip won \lie D. S. C, IJId lIfO IU- Japan-and the other 1.0 a machinist 
",r at.n. . d J d '1'1 I t r IsThe above list Is a aklmmln, of nallU! u y. 1ey a 50 go pe m . 

the approxImate 300 who had died ~Ion to move t~e worst wounded 

within 48 hours of marching out of from the surr~ce of the cO,urt to 


t of Bilibid Prison in Ma. some shade trees outSICie, ~I~uten-th'Ie ga es Mt. Commander John S. LIttIg. lin 
In a. ' tIl' ff ' h k . "Take it euy," came the word III e Igence o . ~Icer w 0 was -n.o,;n 

down from the referee's chair. slmpl~ as coming fro~ a s.ocla.ly

"C your stren"'h. Don't ' promment eastern famIly, dIed of 


onserve •• wounds and weakness. 
move around." 

. The days went by. On the fourth 
SIx More Die During Nllht day from BllIbid In Manila they got 

As the sun went down the con· their fifllt food ashore. On, the. firth, 

crete suddenly lost Its heat and as though to off balance such gener· 

grew cold. Men whom the sun had osity, there was no fOod morning or 

.klnned red, men _who had been Inoon, and a light supper of two 

putting their hands on their burn· tablespoonfuls of raw rice. Eventu­

lng shoulders, now were shaken by ally some clothing came out from 

chills and hugged themselves_ Less Manila. There was enough to tan­

than a third had IIhoeli many had tahze, not enough to covel'. 

only shorts Or pants: a few were A man without cap, shoes or socks 

totally naked. .Some of the For- got a pall' of straw ilandalS; his head 

mosan sentrIes had been guards also and legs l'emained uncovel'ed. A 

at Cabanatuan and were knOWn to man without shirt, cap or socks got 

the prisoners. These "Taiwanis" the socks. A totally naked man gol 

threw a couple of shirts ovel' the a pair of shorts. 

fence, and pushed some Casaba mel· The Sixth day on thp. open ten­

ons through the wire and few nls court Decemb('l' 21 a convoy 

cigarettes. . of 19 tru~ks aI"l"ived and' about hair 


Some men were simply too weak the men were loaded aboard and 

to sit up In f( the packed. J'j)w~s' the same convoy appeal'ed the' nexl 

formation of 02 men In a lme devls- day. .; Both convoys took the priti. 

ed to fill the court, and tell oJUl-!', o!lel's to San Fernando Pampanga, I 

Some lines therefore devised & -stopping oflcn undel' tl'ees when­

method of all 52 lying dOwn to- _===;;;;;S:IIO;I:=_-===-="""'=== 

gether on the right sIde, Intertwin­
ed, and then al1152, at the word "turn 

over, boys," changini the position 

to the left. Cold, thirsty and hun­
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Olongapo, Brya~'wasembarked -on , the tew survIvors ot the trip. 
the second ship for Japan. Hel She still has hopes for his survival. 
and Colonel J. E. Kramer, of Coup- . . 
ville, Wash., made a pact that if. howe~er, smce Hagstrom dId not 
either survived he would communi- see hIS body, but was told the morn­

. cate with the family of the other, ing after his death that the body 
~eceives His Masonic Ring had been removed from the hold. 
. It was thus that Mrs. Bryan re- Compton Served Here 
ceived her husband's Masonic ring. I Compton entered the service in 
It was the only · keepsake he had September, 1936, and 'Nas stationed 
left. She also has his pictures and at the Naval Hosoital here and in 
I)IS Purple Heart. . Washington, D. C., before leaving 
, "My boy Is in the Regular Navy for the Philippines just before the 
and we Jove the Navy," Mrs. Bryanloutbreak of the war. ,He was at the 
said. "But many of our friends hospital at Cavite when the Japa­
feel that our men in the Philippines nese attacked Pearl Harbor and 
were the forgotten men ,from the was taken prisoner at the fall o( 

art. We knew it was corning. Manila. 
Yet we weren't ready. They waited Interned at Camp 3 in the Philip­
tol' the help that nevel' came. pines, Compton broadcast over th9 

were the conditions at the Japanese Shortwa\·e. The message 
and maybe it couldn't be ; was pick ed up here and relayed to 

ped, But I suppose historians ' his family. 
I get all tIle [[t (:L, later on. '" ! The last word they hac! from him 

. c:ist's Mate Compton's lwas in May, 1944. Compton was il 

from suffocation ,vas report-I graduate of Mineral High School in 
to his wife, Isabel, who lives at ILouisa, Va., ,where his parent~ live, 
7 76th av., by his buddy, Chief and had attended college in the 

.Lt. Commander Pharmacist's Mate cist's Mate Alfred Staples South, He was malTled in Febru­
ot 1720 ng Garden st., ary, 1940. His wife is a cashier atARTHUR M. BRYAN LUTHER C. COMPTON 

and one of the Central Y. M. C. A. 

.These two Philadelphians were among the 1,300 Amer icans 

who succumbed to ]ap brutality and starvati n on t he 

"Cruise of the Hell Ship" as told in today'. ulletin by 


George Weller 


through his bInoculars, for more was one cup of rIce for each man 
than an hour. . ! each day, and Mr. Bryan had to 

"I otten wonder if he count every grain of it to make sure 
then that he was never going to see It was faIrly divided. Once a week 
us again," she says. they got a cup of greens. The letter I 

For news of her husband since said he had to ~e harsh, because it 
Bataan, Mrs. Bryan has had to de- w~s the only thmg to do. The 
pend on correspondence with the prisoners wo.nde.red how he found 

1~ore ~han survIvors of Corregidor, ot Cabana- tobacc? for hiS pipe; then they won~ 
tuan and Bilibid Frisons and of the del'ed If It wa~ really tobacco at all. 

two daugh- Hell Ship, Oroyku ?vIaru. On Corregldor, Bryan was .of­
. . .[ered the chance of e\'acuatlOJ1 

At C,abanatuan, in ~e ~oun~~~s aboard a submarine, Mrs. Bryan 
110 miles north of ani a, ,. was inlormed he refused because 
mander Bryan spen~ most of hiS ~m- he had 130 men to Ieed. In Caba­

permitted to rIlise vegetables. "c a apan. , 
a supply officer. Commander Bryan He told the others he wouldn t 
supervised distribution of tood. take it because MacArthur would 

So efficiently did he do thi. be back in a year," she said, "anel 
he was "promoted" to the same they stood the best ch~,nce of tree-
in BiJibld Prison in Manila In Octo- dom where they were. That was 
her. 1943. in November, 1942. 

"I have a letter from a pri.;oner," After the attack by 
Mrs. Bryan said. "that say! there planes on the Oroyku 



DEATH CR UISE ON HELL SHIP 

Prisoners Eat Bush 

for Christmas Feast 


Starving Americans 
Bolt Green Leaves 

by J:Iandful 

CHRISTMAS Day of 191,4 was 
a grim holida.y for the 

Americans 011 the "Death. 
Cruise." By this time 300 out 0/ 
1,600 had died. The hungry 
.~lavivors ate a green bltsh as a 
Christmas feast. Today George 
Weller conti!mes his story 0/ 
death and suffering obtained in 
rest camps and hospi~ls in the 
Pacific. ­

A
By GEORGE WELLER. 

FTER eight days of their tor­
tured odyssey from 'Manila to 

Japan, 300 American prisoners w~re 
dead and the toll was mountmg 
daily. But those remaining found 
'cause for hope. 

At least the heU ship into which 
they had been jammed had been 
sunk and they were back on land­
at San Fernando Pampanga on the 

· island of Luzon. And there was food 
: and water - cooked rice served on 
· a sheet of corrugated iron and wa­
: ter from toilet in takes but to parch­
, ed and starving men like the manna 
· from Heaven. . '.' 

An . Army lieutenant colonel, 
Harry J. Harper, well known at Ca­
banatuan, died at Pampanga. On 

· the night· of the 23d of December, 
· 1944, four Red Cross boxes came 

down from Manila. For 1,300 men 
the amounts of needed drugs were 
minute, but they gave hope. 

On the same night several of the 
most iII were evacuated back to 
Bilibid prison in' Manila. The hand­
ful taken included, as well as sur­
vivors can remember, a lieutenant 
commander known as "Bull of the 
,Woods" Harrington for his heavy 
voice, and a Marine lieutenant 
colonel who had been given at Ca­
banatuan the name of "Caribou 
Sam" for his ability at rustling meat 

Army Surgeon 

. 

I 

Lieutenant Colonel 

JACK W. SCHWARTZ 


Amputated Marine's infect­

ed arm with a razor blade 

and no anesthesia on Olong­

apo tennis court. Picture 
made in Bataan 

-_
Iunder the e';/es of the Japanese field ! ed" by its prisoners, was loaded ·with 
guards. . ammunition and supplies for two 

· A~ 3 A. M. of the day before stations along the line. "Wave 
Christmas the men were routed out white clothing," said Mr. Wada en­Iof the prison and theater where they couragingly, "so that your friends 

,had been held and marched to the up there will recognize you."

railroad station. An aged locomo-. • . 
tive, whose multiple bullet holes Urchms Yell ~Ierry Christmas 
testified to what the American The heat in the closed boxcarS 
planes were doing to Japanese rail was so terrific that conditions soon 
traffIc, awaited them with a string equaled those aboard the prison ship 
of inadequate 26-foot freight cars. Oroyku. Perspiration plastered the 

The wounded were piled on top. rags c;>f the prisoners to.their bodies. 
The merely ill were packed in be- But outside they could hear the in­
low. Curtis, the automobile agent, defatlgable Fillplno-m"Chins yeJling 

J	ClOuntedl07~ men In .and on his car. to the wounded on top,_ ·'M!!rry. 
Mr: Wada, the Jap interpreter, soon IChl'istmas! Merry c!hree-ees las!" 

'explained why the wounded hadI The rumor spread through the I 
been · piliced . on top. "Ii the Amer!- train that they were going to be tak­
can planes come," he said, "You : en back to Bilibid to be clothed. But • 
must wave to them and show your I in mid-morning an air fight broke 
bandages." The train, thus "protect-I ,Contlnue,j on Pale Sevtnt••n. Column One' 

\ 
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~EATH CRUISE ON HELL SHIP 

,W~unded and Sick Crawled Up 

J 'J Into ' Horse-Carrying Freighters 


(Conlinued from the Flnt PRi') 

out overhead. They saw planes dive 
bombing the Manila airfields. The 
train stopped amid wreckage that 
was still smoking. 

"We sweated out being raided 
again," says Major F. Langwith 
Berry of Burlingame, Calif., who 
was seated on the top of a boxcar 
with a fractured arm, "but fortu­
nately the show was over." No man 
was allowed to leave the train. 

As night fell the train was still 
crawling northward. At 3 in ,the 
morning It reached the town of San 
Fernando Del Union, on Lingayen 
Gulf. The doors grated open and 
the filthy, cramped men tumbled 
forth. They sprawled on the sta­
tion platform, slumped In sleep. It 
was Christmas morning, 1944. 

At daylight the Americans were 
marched to a 'single-story trade 
school on the outskirts of the town. 
A bush with green leaves and red 
flowers stood by the gate. They ate 
the leaves by handfuls. 
-; -They lay there all day. The menu 
of their Christmas dinner was one­
half cup of rice and one-third can­
teen cup of dirty surface water. 
They pulled up grass for beds and 
the Japanese soldiers gave them I· 

some disinfectant. 
About 7 P. M. they were counted 

off by sections of :;'00 men and 
marched three miles-nearly all 
were : barefoot--over a coral shell 
road . to a beach , overlooking , the 
Japanese anchorage. Lingayen, 
being' mOre than a hundred miles 

orth of Manila, was freer from 
,American fighter attacks. The 
docks were loaded with supplies re­
cently arrived from Japan, and 
there. were several ships winking 
their lights in the harbor. 

Two Naked Men Die of Cold 
' The sand was bItter cold. The 

naked men shivered and pushed' 
against each other for warmth. At
least two died, one of them Lieuten­
ant Colonel Edmundson, olthe Phil-
Ippine Scouts, who had been suf­
:Cering from acute diarrhea. A 'West 
Pointer, Captain Wilson Farrell, of 
the 31st Infantry, who had organ-
Ized a"swing shift" of cloth-wavers 

Isand, shivering, thinking of Christ­
mas at home, too hungry, thirsty, 'Iand cold to sleep. Somewhere be­

, ' tween midnight and dawn the 
:1 hunchback again stirred up the sen­

er~ tries, .and the sentri.es ordered theL add 

Living Shields 


American wounded were put on top of tiny box.cars by 

Japs and told to wave their white bandages to keep 
American planes ' from strafing ammunition-laden ·train. 

Dirty, half-naked prisoners were -on their way to ' 

AmerIcans on theIr , feet. They 
marched along the waterfront to a 
dock, loaded with Japanese sup­
plies. It was still dark and the 
guards could not watch all tho"! 1,300 
men as they moved between the 
high piles of boxes. Hungry, the 
prisoners plundered some of the 
boxes. They found some aerIal film, 
pulled it out and exposed it. The 
New Mexican arlillery officers 
found some bran and a little dried 
fish, which they parceled out among 
those who had shirts to conceal It. 

The Japanese were suddenly in 
fearful haste. Lieutenant Toshino 
would scold Mr. Wada in Japa­
nese, and the hunchback WOuld say, 
"Get In the barge quickly! You must 
hurry, hurry!" Some prisoners 
were literally pushed off the dock That's 
and fe ll in the barge's bottom. prisone
"Speedo," shouted the guards, along t"speedo, speedo!" With rifle butts 
and the flats of their swords they Gulf. 
pushed back the fallen in the barge. 
"Back, back! Speedo, speedo!" 
, The sun was just coming up as on the Lu 

the prisoners climbed, on sunburn- ! ",The las' 
I'd feet, the iron side-ladder of their was hors 
new vessel, whose propellers were .....ere" sa 
already impatiently turning over. big Ii ati; 
, All this haste was for a good rea- urI' a d t 
son. Ordinarily, in wars hitherto, flies I I'VE 
ships have considered themselves set to W 

In danger from air or submarine at- legs. The 
tack only by day. If armed, they covered 0 
have felt themselves fairly safe 
against submarines except at the 
weak visibility hOurs of sunrise and 
sunset, when the low profile of a 
submarine gives it an advantage. 

The American submarines, how­
ever, became .•specialists In night 
attacks. Thus the Japanese ship­
ping controls were always in a dil- There wa 
emma, whether to face the subs by stalied to 
night or the bombers by day. Where with Am 
they were within range of both, as Japanese 
at Manila, there was simply no an- The prj, 
swer but to take. advantage of any I'd on thE 
bad weather and hope, fOr stormy in the hoI 
cover, which makes either torpedo The two 
or bomb sighting difficult. 
Attack by Hungry Horse Flies l ' 

At L' ' 
Ingayen, however, more than 

a hundred miles to the north, they 
were out of range of scourging air 
attaclt by day-though a long-range 

to get air into the suffocating tlox- downheartpd. 'But · it was bitterly newed his pleading for drinking wa- ing chance to beat the American 
cars, !abored hard to encourage the clear to all t~at they had been mov- t.er. An Army captain of engin~ers ~ubmarines, whose deadliest strikes 
-======__-'­' ~ , ~ I'd once again beyond hope of res- from Hope, Arkansas, lost his head, were made by ,darkness. ' 

•cue by General MacArthur. They dashed out into the water, drinking ' What the Japanese wanted to do 
Iwere going to Japan. like mad. The Japanese raised their was to ' get out at dawn and widen 

The officers of , the 200th Coast ,guns to fire, but he was pulled out the aircraft range as much as pos-
Artillery, almost all outdoors men in time. ' sible the first day, thus halving their 
from New Mexico, got together and Finally the Japanese Iss~ed wa- ,possible 'antagonists. , 

I began to lay plans for an escape. ter: one canteen cup for 20 men. It Two freighters were leaving, the 
:They would steal a rowboat and \vorked out to four tablespoonfuls bigger one of 8,000 tons mar "No. 
make their way up the coast. 'But for each thirsty mouth. But there 2" on its superstructure, and an­

,Lieutenant Colonel John Luikart, was a rotation. After 90 minutes other of 5,500 tons marked "No. 1." 
of Clovis, N. M. - who was to die more in the sun you could have an- The first bargefuls of m n weTe 
within a week - forbade the plan. other four tablespoonfuls. crowded aboard the "No.2" In tile 

, He reminded them ~hat the Japa- Lieutenant Toshino, the Jap offi- midships hol~!-.~h~_h ha~ tlrO levell. 
,nese had shot at one tIme on Bataan cer In charge of the captives and ~ut tbe nervous captam lost 1>8­

Japan on "cruise of death" 	 raid was always ,possible-and If 
fhe ships sailed bY' day and lay up 
by ~ight, they had at least a fight-
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Major James H. ~azlewood, of AI- , the humpbacked Mr. Wada had seen t~e!lce, as he watched the rapidly Formosal 
buquerque; Ca~tam R?y Gonzales,. how the American planes s ared the r!sIng s~n and the ~low crawl of the prisol 
of Taos; CaptaIn Ed?le Kemp, of prisoners in the tennis ~ourt i tIred prIsoners up hIS ladder. As Lieutel 
Albuquerque; Captam Raymond Olon a 0 Poin an , .a ~e 1,OOO-man mark was reached he "Swede" 
Thwaits, of Silver City;. SeJ;"geant He:regaf Lingay~n t~ on 'th~h~r~m~ lIfted .anchor and. the last handfuls nance 0 
Barney Prosser, of Deming. and a . "ey pu IS 1m of thIS batch chmbed up as the commanq 
Navajo Indian, Charleston Miller, ~~;~~~ ~,o u~~'M WWe wdant ~oYu to be freighter moved down the harbor. up boldl! 
Iof Ma uelito simpl for deviating ,sal r . a a. ou are Th I d 234 back. ....]' "n '.Y sitting on a gasoline dump If I' rema n er, some m en 
for trade from the line of the death a bomb d ]]" . we and a few Japanese ·wounded and thirsty, 
march to Camp O'Donnell. "You rc e -:we - ' . sick, were hustled aboard the '·No. ;: 
cannot expose the lives of these .AlI that day they d.ld not believe 1." On the morning of the 27th both 
other prisoners to reprisal," he said. IhIm. But tpward mghtfall a de- vessels set forth along the coast of 

Again the burning sun came up. t~chment of soldiers drove up, '!.n- northern Luzon. That same evening 
Again the sltins of the weakened l hmbered shovels, and began to OIg. a submarine fired two torpedoes at 
men began to curl with sunburn. Thoughts of Christmas at Home ' "No.2." Both missed, and exploded1 

Commander Frank Bridget begged
the Japanese to give water.. A rice . Mr. Wada, for once, had been tell-
L_" ...__ ._".. ...~_ ~ ~ _.. . In the truth. Drum af I' I 

http:mov-t.er
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Fernando Del Union, on Lingayen 
Gulf. The doors grated open and 
the filthy, cramped men tumbled 
forth. They sprawled on the sta­
tion platform, slumped in sleep. It 
was Christmas morning, 1944. 

At daylight the Americans were 
marched to a . single-story trade 
school on the outskirts of the town. 
A bush with green leaves and red 
flowers stood by the gate. They ate 
the leaves by handfuls. . 
-I-They lay there all day. The menu 
of their Christmas dinner was one­
half cup of rice and one-third can­
teen cup of dirty surface water. 
They pulled up grass for beds and 
the Japanese soldiers gave them 
some disinfectant. 

About 7 P. M. they were counted 
off by sections of lOO men and 
marched three miles-nearlY all 
were barefoot-over a coral shell 
road ., to a beach. overlooking . the 
Japanese anchorage. Lingayen, 
being mOre than a hundred miles 
p'orthof Manila, was freer from 
'American fighter attacks. The 
.docks were loaded with supplies re­
cently arrived from Japan, and 
there, were 'several ships winking 
their lights in the harbor. 
Two Naked Men Die of Cold 

.The sand was bitter cold. The 
naked men shivered and pushed 
against each other for warmth. At 
least two died, one of them Lieuten­
ant Colonel Edmundson, of the Phil ­• . S t h h d b f ,ppme cou s, w 0 a een su ­
fering from acute diarrhea. A 'West 
Pointer, Captain Wilson Farrell, of 

. the 31st Infantry, who had organ- ============================= 
lzed a "swing shift" of cloth-wavers downheartf>d. But it was bitterly newed his pleading for drinking wa- ing chance. to b.eat the. Ameri.can 
to ge·t air into the suffocating box­
cars, labored hard to encourage the 

; 

one!) Curtis Beecher, of Chicago, Again they lay down In the cold 

I 
Ithen secured permission from the 
Japane~e - Major John Pyzig, of 
the Marines, shared interpreting 
duties with Army Lieutenant COl- I 

lonel E. Carl Engelhart - for the 
.men- to enter the water and bathe I 
their blisters. 

They were allowed five minutes ,' 

in the water, barely enough time to 

splash themselves. Many were so 

dehydrated that they scooped the 

salt water into ,their mouths.
I W~:;y came ~\~ Bridget re-

American wounded were put on top of tiny boxcars by 
laps and told , to wave their white bandages to keep

I f' .. I d . . American panes from stra Ing ammumtlOn- a en ·'train. 

Dirty, half-naked prisoners were on their way to 


Japan .on "cruise of death'" 


b I h d dl t t kclear to all that they had been mo\'- ter. An Army capt.ain of engin~ers su mar nes, w ose ea les s rl es ... d b d ked once again beyond hope of res-· from Hope, Arkansas, lost his head, we.e ma e y , ar ness. 
cue by General MacArthur. They dashed out into the water, drinking What the Japanese wanted to do 
were going to Japan. like mad. The Japanese raised their was to get out at dawn and widen 

The officers of the 200th Coast guns to fire, but he was pulled out t~e aircraft range as much as po~-
Artillery, almost all ou tdoors men in time. SIble the first da~, thus halving theIr 
from Ne;v Mexico, got together and l Finally the Japanese . Issued wa- possible antagoDlsts• . 
began to lay plans for an escape. ter: one canteen cup for 20 men. It Two freighters were leaving, the 

,They would steal a rowboat ,and Ivorked out to four tablespoonfuls bigger one of 8,000 tOl}s mar ked "No. 
. mal{e their way up the coast. But for each thirsty mouth. But there 2" on its superstructure, and an­
Lieutenant Colonel John Luikart, was n rotation. After 90 minutes other of 5,500 tons marked "No.1." 
of Clovis, N. M . . - who was to die more in the sun you could have an- The first bnrgefuls of men were 
within a week - forbade the plan. other four tablespoonfuls. cr?wded aboard the "No. 2" In ,he 
, He reminded them that the Japa- Lieutenant Toshino, the Jap. offI- mldshlpshol~.!-..w..h~h ha~ t Q levell. 
inese had shot at one time on Bataan cer in charge of the captives and' ~ut the nervous captam lost pa­
Major Jame~ H. Hazlewood, of Al-. the humpbacked Mr. Wada had seen t~e!1ce, as he watched the .rapidly 
buquerque; Ca~tain R~y Gonzales" how the American planes spared the r!smg sun and the ~low crawl of 
of Taos' Captam EddIe Kemp of . on . th t' t t tired prisoners up hIS ladder. As , . , . prls ers m e enms cour a th 1 000 k h d h Albuquerque ; Captain Raymond I . . . . e, -man mal' was reac e e 
Thwaits, of Silver City; Serge<ln~ 0 ongapo .Pomt and on the.tr~m. hfted .anchor and the last handfuls 

. ' . d . Here at Lmgayen they put thIS Im- of thIS batch cllmbed up as theB P f D ' arney rosser, 0 emmg, an a 't t "w t t b ' 

N 
 . I d' Ch rl st Miller mum y a u~. e wan you 0 e freighter moved down the harbor.avaJo n. Ian,. a e on . _ 'warned," saId Mr. Wada. "You are 
of Manuehto, slmp~y for devlatmg sitting on a asoline dum If w ... The remainder, some 234- men 
for trade from the line of the death a bomb d gil" p. e and a few Japanese ·wounded and 
march to Camp O'DonneI!. "You re e -we -. . . sick, were hustled aboard the "No. 
cannot expose the lives of these . All that day they ~Id not believe 1." On the morning of the 27th both 
other prisoners to reprisal," he said.j hIm. But t()wa~d mghtfall a de- vessels set forth IIlon'g the coast of 

Again the burning sun came up. t~chment of soldIers drove up, l},n- , northern Luzon. That same evening 
Again the s1,ins of the weakened Ilimbered shovels, and began to Qlg. 
men began to curl with sunburn. Thoughts of Christmas at Home ' 
Commander Frank Bridget begged
the Japanese to give water. A rice . Mr. Wada, for once, had been tell -
ball was issued for each man, but mg t~e truth. Drum after dr~m of 
discipline was cracking again . Some gasohne was uncovered from dl~ect-
got two ; some got none; Brid'Iet ly under them, loaded and drIven 
and Lieutenant Colonel (now col- away. 

;'-;r~'literally pushed off t he dock 
and fell In the barge's bottom. 
"Speedo," shouted the guards, 
"speedo, speedo!" With rifle butts 
and the flats of their swords they 
pushed back the fallen in the barge. 
"Back, back! Speedo, speedo!" 

The sun was just coming up as 
the prisoners climbed, on sunburn­
ed feet, the iron side-ladder of their 
new vessel, whose propellers were 
already impatiently turning over. 

All this haste was for a good rea­
son. Ordinarily, in wars hitherto, 
ships have considered themselves 
in danger from air or submarine at ­
tack only by day. If armed, they 
have felt themselves fairly saie 
against submarines except at the 
weak visibility hours of sunrise and 
sunset, when the low profile of D 

submarine gives It an advantage. 
The American submarines, how­

ever, became .:specialists in night 
attacks. Thus' the Japanese ship­
ping controls were always in a dil­
emma, whether to face the subs by 
night or the bombers by day. Where 
they were within range of both, as 
at Manila, there was simply no an­
swer but to take. advantage of any 
bad weather and hope for stormy 
cover, which makes either torpedo 
or bomb sighting difficult. 
Attack by Hungry Horse Flies -" 

At Lingayen, however, more than 
a hundred miles to the north, they 
were out of range of scourging air 
attack by day-though a long-range
raid was always .possible-and if 
the ships sailed bY' day and lay up 
by ~ight, they had at least a fight­

a submarine fired two torpedoes at 
I"No. 2." Both missed, and exploded 
'=-==== -. .-----__==~----
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mas at home, too hungry, thirsty erry ' . rIS mas on the manure-scattered pit. 
and cold to sleep. Somewhere be- "The lineup was something to 
tween midnight and dawn the see," says one prisoner. "We were 
hunchback again stirred up the sen- barefooted, bearded, dirty and fuIJ 

..... _CO"',tries, and the sentries ordered the of diarrhea. We ate from our hats, 
. f Th from pieces of cloth, from our

Americans on theIr . eet. ey hands. You would see an officer who 
marched along the waterfront to a once commanded a battalion with 

,dock, loaded with Japanese sup- ;handful of rice clutched against his 
plies. It was still dark and the , naked chest so the flies 
guards could not watch all the 1,300 not get it, eating it like an 
men as they moved between the imal with his befouled hands." 
high piles of boxes. Hungry, t he 

prisoners plundered some of the 

boxes. They found some aerial film, , 

pulled it out and exposed it. The 


Mexican arlilleI'Y officers 
some bran and a little dried 


fish, which they parceled out among 

those who had shirts to conceal it. 


The Japanese were suddenly in 

fearful haste. Lieutenant Toshino 

'Would scold Mr. Wada in Japa­

nese, and the hunchback would say, 

"Get In the barge quickly! You m us t 

hurry, hurry!" Some prisoners 


literally pushed off the dock 
fell in the barge's bottom. 


"Speedo." shouted the guards, 

"speedo, speedo!" With rifle butts 

and the fla ts of their swords they 

pushed back the fallen in the barge. 

"Back, back! . Speedo, speedo!" 

. The sun was just coming up as 


the prisoners climbed, on sunburn­

ed feet, the iron side-ladder of their 


vessel , whose propellers were 

already impatiently turning oVt'r . 


All this haste was for a good rea­

Ordinarily, in wars hitherto, 

have considered themselves 


in danger from air or submarine at ­

tack only by day. If armed, they 


felt themselves fairly sale 

submarines except at the 


weak visibility hours of sunrise and 

sunset, when the low profile of a 

submarine gives it an advantage. 


The American submarines, how­

became .•specialists in night 


Thus the Japanese ship­

ping controls were always in a dil ­

emma, whether to face the subs by 

night or the bombers by day. Where 

they were within range of both, as 

at Manila, there was simply no an­

Swer but to take. advantage of any 

bad weather and hope for stormy 

cover, which makes either torpedo 

or bomb Sighting difficult. 


tack by Hungry Horse Flies "" 

hunllred miles to the north, they in delirium at night. 

were out of range of scourging air in 

attac)< by day-though a long-range 


was always . possible--and 
fhe snips sailed bY' day and lay up 

head 
drinking 

their 

~===I by ~ight, they had at least a fight­
ing chance to beat the American 

submarines, whose deadliest strikes 

wet-e made by ,darkness. · 

" What the Japanese wanted to do 

was to get out at dawn and widen 


out the aircraft range as much as pos­

ssued wa- possible 'antagonists. . 
20 men. It Two freighters were leaving, the 
espoon{uls bigger one of 8,000 tons mar "No, 
But there 2" on its superstructure. and an-

J() minutes other of 5,500 tons marked "No.!." 
have an- The first bargefuls of m were 

i. 

e Jap. off'l- mldshlps. hol~~h had two levels. 
But the nervous apt 1 t 

ltives ,. c am osh d tience, as he watched the rapidly 
a a seen rising sun and the slow crawl of 
spared the tired prisoners up his ladder As 
court. the l,DOG-mnn mark wasreach~d he "Swede" Olson, a 

the '~r~m. lifted anchor and the last handfuls 
ut thls 1m- of this batch cllmbed up as 
t you to be freighter moved down the harbor. 

"You arenp. If . The remainder, some 234 rn n 
n few Japanese-wounded a nd 
were hustled aboard the "No. 

lot believe I ." On the morning of the 27th both 
:fall a de- vessels set forth along the coast of 
ve up, un- northern LUZon. That same evening 
gan to (jig. a submarine fired two torpedoes at 
Home' "No.2." Both missed, and exploded 

Ii been tell: 1='- . 

Li'n!} a !I ~t1 
(j U'!f -

That's what Filipinos shouted as train bearing American 
prisoners wound its way from San Fernando Pampanga 
along the valley to San Fernando del Union on Lingayen 
Gulf. Map shows Manila, where "death cruise" started; 

and Olongapo, where hell ship was sunk 

on the Luzon shore. are dying. Sick men won't be any 
'f..The last cargo "No.2" had carried good to you, Mr. Wada. Dead men 
was horses. "The hold where we won't help you. Give us a chance. 
were," says' a prisoner, "was like a We're not afraid to work for our 
big lIo ting barn, full of horse man- lives. All we want is a chance." 
ure and the biggest, hungriest horse Finally Toshlno and Wada,relent­
flies I ever saw. They Immediately ed and allowed the crew to send 
set to work biting our backs and down food, and eventually the pris­
legs. Then more flies came and they One1'3 to send six-man chow details 
covered our mouths, ears and eyes. on deck to the galley. The prison­
We l<melled already and the smell ers had rice and a quarter canteen 
drew them." I cupful of hot soup. But the Japa-

1t was the Japanese practice to l nese would not allow them to keep 
save the urine of te.e hN'ses for I the rice buckets long enough to pass 
some chemical use, bringing It b.~ck aro,:m~. The,Y had to send them up 
to Japan in the bilges of the sn~p. agam ImmedIately. So they dumped 
An overpowering smell like am­
monia came up from the bilges. 
There was a ventilating system in­
stalled to keep the horses alive, but 
with Americans in the hold the 
J apanese shut It off. 

The prisoners placed their wound- I 
ed on the upper of the two decks i 
in the hold, where the odor was less. , 
The two Army doctors, Lieutenant 
Colonel William D. North and Lieu­
tenant Colonel Jack Schwartz, were 
m harge of this sick level. Several 

At Lingayen, however, more than fell or rolled off into the hold below 
Below them, 

the stench of the hold, Com­
mander Bridget, almost indistin­

If gui hably hoarse now. was in 
charge, Lieutenant Colonel BeeCh-I 
er handled negotiations with To-
shino d Wada. 

Prisoners Scrape Up Horse Feed , I 
The pit on "No.2" was about 60 

feet square, with bays ten feet deep ' 
on 'two sides and bays about four 

sible the first day, thus halvlni their feet deep on the other two sides. The 
horses had left scattered feed in 
the crevices of these stalls. The 
prisoners scraped up the remnants, 
mixed them with the bran stolen 
on the dock, and ate the mixture. 

The Japanese crew of this vessel 
crowded aboard the "No. 2" In the seemed willing to give the prison­

ers rice and water. But Mr. Wada 
aD,tl LieutenuntToshlno and the 

pa- F ormosan guards were afraid to let I 
the prisoners on deck. . I 

Lieutenant Colonel Kenneth 
regular Army fi­

nance officer who had been camp 
the commandant at Mindanao, climbed 

up boldly and faced the hunch-
b "Thack. . ese men are 
thirsty, Mr. \'Vada," he 
= 



DEATH CRUISE ON HELL SHIP 

'Wire Cargo Net Lifts 

Bodies from Hold 


· Ropes' on Feet, Dead 300 Dead Around Him 
Dragged on Ground 

to Coal Yard 

GEORGE WELLER today 
continues his story of 1,600 


American prisoner, taken·from 

Mani la to Japan. Only about 

300 8urvived the 7 weeks' or­

deal of 8uffocation, starvation 

and ' bom/Jing that started in 


, December, 1944. . It .is a 8tory 
I '. of Japanese brutality. unequal­


led in the Pacific war. 


T
By GEORGE WELLER · 


HE strong in mind and body, 

the smart and the brave among 


I the American prisoners being 
transported from Manila to Japan 

· were still alive 'after weeks of hun­

ger; thirst and .almost indescribable 

horror, ' 


But In . the .harbor of Takau, For­

mosa; death laid a heavier hand 'on 

the .dwindling but still.gallant band. 

Three hundl;ed and fifty died in one 


I day-from a bombing raid by Amer­
, ican planes based in Ci.J.ina, and from Major ' 
· callous ,Jap treatII!-ent that follow- ARTHTTR W. WERMUTH 

· .e~F-or twod~YS t~ deadwe'renot the " l" \e , man army of . ; 
: moved. Then. ..abargeappeared Bataan" took charge of 
· alongside'- The dead w_ere wounded when bombs hit 
, ashore In ·Formosa·~. .

OutofthemiddJ~ ,hold of the ship prison ship 
the dead could be;. haUled individu- -----~-------­
ally, stripped and' tiea to ropes. 'But man's bay?" Silence. "Anybody 

, fox: t/1e. fQrward hold 'It .was ne.ces- know from which bay this man 
· sary .to. riga .broad'.wire cargo .net, comes?" Silence. Some men were 
· on :Uie · fmd . of. a . boom and unrecognizable even to those who 
· Het.e 'Captain , (nmv' had lived with them. 
• Wermu\h; ,of For the U'gly job of loading the 
. "one"man 'amy. ' there had been little rivalry. 

the help of m'ed'lcal survivors were .weak and ex­
ed ·the bQdies . like . fagots ~. thirsty. Though the horses 
them swung away through the had traveled in the same 
hatch by dozens, huggeciby the wire 'tI~d had presumably drunk 
net like bunches of asparagus. gallons of wa!er, and though the 

Before a load was lifted, if .there boat was in harbor, the Japs kept 
was a body in it Which had not yet saying, "No water - we have no 
been identified, the. question would I water." The wounds were kept 
be asked: "Anybody alive from this (Contnlued on !"ago lB. Column One' 

• ~ 
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DEA TH CR UISE ON HELL SHIP 

- DSurvl-vors In arStarvl-nrl 

~ 

"Bill" Cummings, of ~an Francisco,eat alternat~ 

lind Ossining, N. Y. One Navy man for the oth 
S ys, " I shall never forget the prayer; when the suok H ld J .. anthat Father asked that first night ! low, off 

I0 OID rafter the bombing, when the"JapS , where he co 
would not , let us move tl1e bodies. hold, the Mf 

• He had ' often said prayers before frequently a· · th L d' P but a lot of men )<ept babbling 01'1 Two of nChap1aln In e or s rayer arguing or cursing. This night lhe . I' 
minute he stood 'up there wa_bso- were a leu I 

(Continued trom tile First Pa,el 

from healing ind further 'sapped by 
abnormal loss of water as well as 
blood. 

Then came the command : "We 
need 30 men to go ashore for burial 
duty with these bodies. Who vol­
unteers?" ' 
All Volunteer for Burial Squad 

Almost every man who could tot­
tel' to his feet volunteered. His of­
fer was not strictly without self-in­
terest. He hoped that for once, if 
he went ashore, he could fill up his moved 

. , " . lute silence. ' Survey of I 
body with water and renew his thin- ten officers who went were Lleuten- "I guess it was the first real and teamed up 
ning blood. ant H. B. Wright, of the Air Forces; Icomplete silence since we left Ma- chaplain, a I 

"I wanted to g? ashpre and trr, ILieutenant Keene, of the Cavite 6th nila. Even the deranged fellows They stole 
for some water wl,~h all my heart, Marines-a South Carolinan-and were quiet, and I remember his before they, 
saId one off~cer. But I could I)ot MaJ'or John Fowler, 26th Cavalry II opening words: '0 God - 0 God" mosans bra 
move. So.! Just lay on my back and ' please grant that tomorrow we WIll They slapped 
wa tched that wire cargo net - it of Los Angeles. . . be spared from being bombed.' There ed them dow 
was about 20 feet square when laId They r eached a breakw.ater, tied was just something abou t the way ly,kicked thl 
out, I guess-going down into the up, but found that they were too he said those words that brought lieutenant, SE 
hold empty, being loaded, and then weak to carry the bodies ashore one lhe men around. was going uri 
ascending. shutting out the light b~' one. They attached I'opes to the "Then he prayed. He managed he was respc 
with naked bodies be fore it swung nJ ked feet and dragged them to the to say everything that was in our then released 
away out of my sight." , p')int where the breakwater met the hearts-what we had left as hearts concentl'ated 

At length the barge, overloaded, fand. There they Jaid the~ out in after squabbling with each other. They said ~ 
toward shore. Among the rows. It was a coal dumping .yard, The last thing was to lead us 'in the shoot him. BI 

~~,;;:,;~;;;;;~~~~======~==========;;:::;;:::;;:::======;;:::==;;::;;~~:_: and there were black mountains of Lord's Prayer. I think every man, ing they pusl 
bituminous coal, thousand~ of tons, even the unbala!1ced ones, repeated the hatch. 
nearby. They left the b.odles t.h~re a t least some of the words after 
on t~e beach that first mght, beSide h im:' . . ' 
the coal. The prIsoners kept alive partly by 

The second day they again loaded stealing sugar from the bottom of 
the barge with bo~ies and r:-ouJIht the 'mi~shlps hold. The Japs ~et 

I thllm ashore, plaCing them beSIde every kind of guard, but the pns­
, their predecessors. Each night the oners managed to tl'ick them. The 
burial party drew up and gave a sugar was · a two-edged prize. "It 
military salute before returning to saved men's lives as food, but it 
the ship. And t~e third day they k illed more than it saved." It was 
took all the bodIes to a Japanese coarse and brown. . If eaten more 
crematorium near a shrine and rell- , , n a' tablespoon a day, it caused 
dered them into ashes. . . severe dl~rrhea, and brollght death. 

By now an eve!lin?, prayer ~ad F ew men had · the selt-control ' to 
hecome part of theIr Simple ro tme. hold down their consumption. 
Of the estimated 16 chaplai in thf' The sugar led to a double drama. 
party, both Protestant and Cathoh Lieu tenant Colonel (now Col one)) 

l only three were to live to Japan. Curtis Beecher of Chicago had 
_ The strongest. seemed to b~ .th warned the men: "Don't eat sugar 
1,.;,A;.,l'm~~_ies..____u_ iiaiin ~iiiiilliiiiila_..y pI'__ t, LIe_ teiin iitiiiiiiWl =r:ljunner the hatch wh.ere .lhe guar~ 

can see you. Crawl mto a corner. 
I The practice was for two· men .to 

However 1 
on. Each:no 
nese sentrie. 
sack of sugar' 
no Formosan 
willing to SPi 
hold under t~ 
Lieutenant '1 
charge and M 
ter, ca:ne to t 
und looked do 
. "Who has ~ 
manded Mr. W 
Wada had a I 

spectacled Iie~ 
nounced: "Un 
themselves up 
cut off all riel 
both hold~ . "· 

The . silverl~ 
a meeting. F. 
quel'lion of fl 
takin~ the su@ 
saving the H\I 
die unless thl 
lenst a Ii ttle 

.Two Vulunteel 
I "We've got t 
ing to go up 
as hostages ft 
don't have an 
and Wada wil 

1===== 
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' 

''Bill'' Cummings, of ';jan Francisco eat alternately, one standing guard two men. They may have them in the end they, too, great-hearted 
and ' Qssining, N. Y. One Navy man l for the other. In the same way, shot. men that they were, both died. 
says "I shall never forget the prayer' when the sugar was stolen from be­ :'The only thing. I can promise is "No.2" ship could not reach Ja­

, ..1. this: If they survive whatever the . ' ' 
• ' that Father asked that first !lIght I low, an officer stood at the hatch Japs do to them I will .see they are pan m her present perforated condl­
10 i after the bombIng, when the Japsi where he could signal into the sugar taken care of a~d don't go without 'tion, and t~e Japanese ,were stub-

would not , let us move tl1e bodies.j hold, the Marine Lieutenant Keene food the rest of the trip." , I bo!'nly persistent that to Ja~an the 
He had ' often said pl'ayers before frequently acting as lookout.· There was an English sergeant prisoners must go. The momlng of 
but a lot of men kept babbling or, I h' aboard named Trapp who had not the 13th, two weeks after the aI'­
arguing or cursing. This night the , Two o~ the ab es.t ,sugar t lev~s gone ashore when the 37 Britons rival ~n Takau and a week after the 
minute he stood 'up there waS4lbso­ were a heutenant m the GeodetiC were taken to the FOl'mosan camp. bombmg that.had C?st app~oxlmate-

_ lute silence. Survey of the Coast Gua,rd, who He was husky, of medium height. Jy 3~O 'American lives, Lieutenant 
.uten "r guess it was the first real and teamed up With a Catholic Navy He had known the 4th Marines in Toshmo ordered the r~mamlng men, 
~rces; I .. complete silence since we left Ma- chaplain, a Lieutenant McManus. China lind had made new friends to move to another ship a few hun­
te 6th \nila. Even the deranged fellows They stole many messklts of sugar in Manila. dred yards off. 
-and Iwere quiet, and I remember his before they were caught. The For- And there was a husky medical (Copyright. 19.5) 

valry !opening words : '0 God ­ 0 God, . mosans brought them on deck. a idman who had qualified for han­ T01UORRO\\': With half of the 
' II please grant that, tomorrow ~e Will They slapped the,? fir~t, then kn.ock- OI' S on Bataan by carl'ying a ,:"ound- 1,600 still alive, prisoners begin last 

. ,be spared from bemg bombed. There ed them down With rifles and fmal- ed man on his back tal' 13 miles, an [lap of death cruise to Japan. • 
" tied

l
was just something about the way Iy ·Idcked them. The Coast Guard Ohioan, Sergeant Arda M. "Max" 

~ 
. too he said those words that brought lieutenant, seeing that the chaplain Hanenkrat, of the 31st Infantry... --­
e one the men around. • was going under fast, protested tha t Trapp and Hanenkret volunteered. ; 

theI "Then he prayed. He managed he was responsible. The .Japanese Everyone waited, penned below, I' 
o the to say everything that was in our then released Father,McManus and listening for the sounds of su ch VOL-I : 
t t ~e \ hearts-what .we ha.d left as hearts concentrated on the lieutenant. le~s as had already killed sever~1 
ut m after squabblmg With each other. They said that they were gOing to pl'lsoners. None came. 
yard, The last thing was t? lead uS 'in the shoot him. But after an hour's beat- The Japanese psychology is pe- I 

s Of ~ Lord's Prayer. I thmk every man, ing they pushed him back through cutiar. Whereas the caught thief 
to;:~ even the unbala!1ced ones, repellted the hatch. ' , may lightly be killed, the uncaught 
th . at least some of the words after However the sugar thefts went one who confesses his crime may in

Ide him" , . . 
. . tl ' on. Each morning when the Japa­ some cases escape With his life. 

Th~ prisoners kept ahve par y by nese sentries descended, another I Moved To Another Prison Ship 
Ileal!ng suga.r from the botto~ of sack ot sugar would be missing. But I I 
the midships hold. The Japs ~et no Formosan sentry could be found Whe." a medical corpsllUln, Pat­

eslde ~ve.l'y kind of guard, but the pl'lS- willing 1.0 spend the night in the ' rick Hilton, of Pratt, West Va., was ; 
,t the onel'S managed to trick the.m. ~e hold under the prisoners.- Finally i allowed to ~o up the ladder to ! 
ave a sugar was ',a two-edged prize. It Lieutenant Toshino, the Jap in ' empty a benJo or slop bucket, .he,1 
!ng to saved men s IIve~ as foo~, but It charge, and MI'. Wada, his interpre­ saw the tw~ men, ~arked with ! 

they kllled more than It saved. It was tel' came to the edge of the hatch blows and famt,. kneelIng between I 
lanese co rse .and brown. , If ea~en more rind looked down in to the pit. guards. Every time one reeled and ; 
d rell­ han a tablespoon a day, It caused ' "Who has stolen the sugar?" de- fiilll over the .Japanese w~uld slap i 

severe diarrhea, and brought death. manded Mr. Wada. No answer. Mr. hIm to. co.nsclOusness agam. . Butj'j 
r !Jad Few men had the self-control ' to Wada had a consultation with the j they still hved. 
,utlne. hold down their consumption. spectacled lieutenant, and, then an- Eventually the ~wo sergeantsj 
in the .The sugar led to a double drama. nounced: "Unless the thieves iVf" were pushed back mto ' the hold. 
lhollc Lieutenant Colonel (now COlon.el) themselves up immediately we ~Vill They hved to clamber aboard the I 
an. : Curtis Beecher of Chicago had cut ;)ff ali rice and all water hom boat that took them to Japan. But, 
Ie .th l,! warned the men: "Don't eat sugar both hold~."·lular,ll untier the hatch wh.ere .the guar~ Thesilver"'h~lre~ B.eechel·. called 

, can see yo.u. Crawl mto a corner. a meeting. He said, "This Isn't a 
,The practice was for two, men to que.s tion of finding who has been 

taking the sugar. It's a matter of 
saving the lives of men who will 
die unless they have rice and at 
least a little water. i 

iTwo Volunteer to Die for T~eft!l I 
"We've got to have two men will- ! 

hlg to go up and offer themselves 
as hostages for all the others. I 
don't have any idea what Toshino 
and Wada will order done to those 
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DEATH CRUISE ON HELL SHIP 

Man Dies Every"H our 

in Cold Nights atSea 
II 

laps Pass Out 5 Bits Away from Hope
of Hardtack as a 


New Year Treat 


EIGHTH in a series by George • IJ" '0 

Weller. The "Cruise 0/ 

Death," was taken by 1,600 
 FORMOSA .American prisoners from Ma­

nila to 80uthern Japan. Ap­

proximately 300 survived the 

ordeal. Their stories were 

gathered iI' prison camps, rest 

camps, on ,hospitalllhips and at 1 
 ·••• •u. S. bases in the Pacific. , 

.,.ByGEORGE\VELLER I 
AFTER days of bombings, hun­

, ger, .thirst, aU the horrors and in­ ~ :.'-
•• 

­
dignities to which men can be sub­
jected, two groups of American pris­ San \ - LUZON 
oners were now definitely on their Fernand@; 

, way to Japan. 

They were being taken away 
 ~lSan Fernando 


from the Philippines-away from 
 Olongap°UrMANILA
the last hope of rescue by General 

MacArthur's advancing forces. 


About 1,000 of the men were 
 Route of the freightersaboard a freighter known only as 
"No.2." The remainder, 234, were taking the Americans away 

aboard "No. 1." Again their quar­
 from rescue 'by MacArthur.'s 

ters were airless holds of stench, 
 forces 
disease and terror. It was Decem­
,ber 27, 1944. 


Again death was moving quietly 
by Cummings. Ase;geant of the Air 
among them. Of dehydration 'or Force named Brown who jumped 
diarrhea, or old wounds, a man overboard of! northern Luzon at 
died almost every hour. From the Inight, however, was followed only 
Japanese galley they procured rice by the scattered shots of the Tai­
sacks for shrouds. When a ' man wani (Formosan) guards. Captain 
died his body was stripped of usable John F. Presnell, a graduate of the 
clothing, placed in a sack, and hoist- University of Maine, tried to climb 
ed up. ' the iron ladde, to the deck and was 

Tying up the bodies was the job shot dead by the guards. 
of boatswains like Jesse E. Lee ot Naked Men Shiver Night and Day 
San Diego. "The trouble was .that. I
the second day we ran out of sacks," As the shIp,s 'drew away frpm the 

I he said. "I would tie a running bow- Luzon coast It began .to grow cO.ld. 
line around the feet of the corpse IThe m~n who had broIled now ShIv- I 
and a half hitch around his head, ered night and day.. . . . 
and then say 'all right, take him And as the deaths increased t.he 
away.' "Then he would rise up out Japanese made a rule that bodIes 
of the hold and his friends could see could no longer be hoisted out 0% 
him tor the last time against the the hold imm~dlately after death. 
sky, swinging back and fourth They had to he out on. the bot~om 
against the side of the hatch as he of th.e hold, so as to. be In full sl.ght 
went out of Sight." . of LIeutenant ToshIno, Jap offIcer 

Most of the chaplains were by this in charge or Mr. Wada, ~Is interpr~­
time beyond doing any . duties, but ter, when they glanced Intc:> the PIt. · 
a Catholic Army lieutenant, Fath- When there 'were six or eight ! 
er William "Bill" Cummings, of San bodies, 'Mr. Wada would give per­
Francisco and Ossining, N. Y., whO mission for a general hoisting of 
in a sermon on Bataan had firs\iut- corpses. ' 
tered the words "there are no The 234 men on "No.1" were In 
atheists. in foxholes," often man- a way worse off than those,on "No. 
aged to say a few words of blessing 2" because they were committed 
as a body·rose. through the hatch. into the hands of their frightened 

A Navy chlet carpenter n~med Formosan guards. For . the first 
O'Brien, who had been stricken on two days they got nothIng' at all 
the.. beach 'with nutritional diarrhea except that the guards diverted 
whIch not ~ve~ food. could check, themselv~s by dropping cigarettes 
passed on hIS fmal moments ease,d <Continued on ;>&118 31i. COlulnD Two) 



J 
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~----~----~~-=~==~--~~------~----~~·~= I~'~======~~~~~~ 
DEATH CRUISE ON HELL SHIP ,. Dead and Half Dc 

J 

·Prisoners Use Pant Legs and Shirts 

To Bandage Their Wounded 


(Connnued Irom the First Plge) It!]e Japanese decided to put the two descend into the chaos of the for I 

' through the hatch to watch the parties together again aboard "No. ward hold . So the first night passer; [. 

Americans scramble. ,2." The smaller party spent a day with the bodies stiffening when 


Lieutenant Colonel "Johnny" and night, I~ betwee~, aboard a ·s~i11 they lay. ! 
Johnson one of the few hardwork- smaller freighter 'with a bad list, The second day a small detach­
ing of[j~ers who came through, apparen~ly from bombing. After 24 men t of .Japanese Red Cross corps­
took firm hold and saw' that every hours without food or water they men arrived at the ship. They did 
scrap/of food on hand was rationed. were moved to "No.2" and jammed not even attempt to enter the foe ­
Their first food was the leavings into the midships hold already occu- ward hold. They handed out lOme 
from the guards, and a Japanese pied by 1,000 men. The next day, medicines in the midships hold, a nd 
guard docs not leave much. It January 5, the Japanese decided to went away. 
amounted to a teaspoon of rice per open a forward hold, where about By now the living men in both 
man. '450 men under Captain (now Ma- holds were pleading with LieutenantiJaps Say, '\Ve Want You to Die' jor) Arthur Wermuth, of Chicago, Toshlno and Mr. Wada for permi8­
I Johnson took a teaspoonful to the ' the "one-man army," were trans- sion to lift out their dead. T he 
commander of the guard. . He said, ferred. , bodies were swollen and bloated ; I 
"If we must go on like this, my The prisoners knew that they the stench was beyond breathing. 
men will all die." The commander were within range of bombers: the Japs Gave No Help to \\rounded . 
replied, "We want you to die. Your American Air Fa:ce in China. Their B J ' ,
submarines are sinking our ships." alarm was increased when a light ' ut the spanese woul~ not Il:l ­

. . . , low them to move the bodies. · Still 

.The Japanese · crewmen sold a wa:;shlp ~pproa~hed a~d ~I~d Itsel! anotp.er night they spent with thel 


kmd of cheap ~ock candy to t~e to No.2, making an inViting dou- Imangled .dead and their unrelieved 
prisoners for rings and fountain bl~. target;, wounded. On the 8th, two days 
pens. Johnson had set the men off No. 2 had ta~en aboard 200 flater, Toshino and Wada for the 
I~ groups of 20, by areas. Bearded, ~acks of sugar, which, were placed first time agreed to have the bodies 
dirty, shoeless and sunburned, they In the lower part of the crowded removed 
lay in thei~ areas, waiting death in hold amidships. The prisoners sensed Purel; as physical labor, it was a 
the throbbing hold. that the moment for departing for task almost beyond the strength of 

"No.2," though it was the ne"Yer Japan was at hand. The 37 Br!t1sh the survivors. To move 300 living 
and larger ship, broke Its steermg prisoners were ordered ashore, Join- men heavy and helpless would 
gear two days from the PhiHppines ing their compatriots in Formosa's hav~ been a' full job for a I~rge hos­
and had to be towed most of the camps. pital corp~ , with stretchers · and 
rest of the way. Bombs Kill More AmerleaJls slings and aidmen husky and 

The convoy reached the harbor of . strong. ,
Takau, -Formosa. on New Year's About 8.A. ·M. of January 6 ~he.re These men had 16st as much as 
Day. The prisoners aboard "No.1" was a . sudden c.rackle of ?antl-alr- 40 pounds each; they had not had 
received five pieces of hardtack craft fire. Practice or !eal. Under a true meal in ,months; they were 
each, their New Yea'r's feast . closed hatches the . prisoners could battle-shocked; they had no appa- Almost on the brink of the grave th~About a dozen men had died on not te.lI. T~en bombs began to fall. ratus; and tM bodies they had to 
"No.1" and a somewhat larger num- The. first hit c~05e by the fOlward move were those of their comrades prisoners are too weak to carry the m. 
ber on "No.2." hold, and the ship rolled. Th~ others of three years' imprisonment. jap hell ship and are forced to drag 

Older men like P. D. Rogers. who ~~wo dar perhaps three-hit close And yet they had not whC'Ily lost barges to shore. There they were d U 

!lad once been General John ·J. In oar '. the American's last resource h iS until laps gave permission for m. 
Pershing's secretary and also served Th~ first bomb. ~o~ o~ly tore at humor. As they stripped the bodie 
!lS governor of Jolo, passed away of , ~he Side of t.h~ ShiP, It ripped holes of clothing, as they tugged them 
~eneral weakness, while young men 10 the partition between the two and stacked them, they Jaughed at about 100 wounded. About 50 men artlU'Q; Capl. 
Uke Captain Alfonso Melendez and ho}.ds. ,, ' what happened to a rice-and-latrine who wel'e whole were still walking Fort Sherld"". 
Captain James Sadler, both of We looked through t~e hole.s, detail that had been on deck when around, dazed.". A sergeant of the ~~~:ac,ttp~~~,,~
3anta Fe, died of dysentery and ex- says Theodore Lewin, a big soldier the bombs struck. F ourth Shanghai Marines namet! try: l 'apl , Ja~k 
1nustion. Major Reginald H. Ridge- of fortune who had been a reporter Their guard, a Formosan named Staley had been kiTIed between two Lt. D...ld L. 
[y, Jr., Colonel Curtis Beecher's In Los Angeles on the ~untmgton Ah Kong, hardly heard the whistle Navy petty officers of Ah Kong's t~a!~~'d:c~~Pt 
narlne mess officer, kept up a cease- Pffarhk Recordbal.nd Phr?prl~twor of aln of bombs when he dropped his rifle trusties. Colonel Beecher took Mule I,. eh,l 

ess chant of ''Take it easy, boys, at a sore. gam 109 Sip. e cou d and fled. He ran into a passage- chars in the bold amidships, Cap­ ~~:n~~.n·ri:~~~~ 
,ase, now," In his deep voice. see bodies, there In ~he forward way and ~uddled there. The ·Amerl- t ain Wermuth forward. Captain .n ~l nccr_ ­

After tlJree or four days in Takau hold. Nobody was movmg· cans were scared of the bombs but Jack Clark of the marines, who had ~Wllha. 

===============",,;'1. "In our own.hold ~e whole place more· scared that the other jittery kept the list of the dead ·in the 
was covered With bodies. Then from guards, seeing them without Ah tennis court, was now dead himself, 
the forward hold C~ptain Wermuth Kong ·would shoot them down. as was also Captain Lee Clark, an-
yelled up, 'I'm ·takmg charge here. '. other marine. 
Get us some stuff for the wounded, . So they they picked up Ah Kon~6 Another Partial list br Dead 
quick' " rifle and poured pellmell after him 
Th~ wild cascade of hatchplanks into the pas~geway: where the.y There wel·e · many men on the 

had felled Major Malevi<; of the 14th returned t~el.r p~ntil)g sentry hiS death cruise who died or disappear­
Engineers, but he was still alive. weapon, pomtlng It Back as usual at ed without their comrades being 
The gallant marine, Major Andrew themselves. able to say where it happened. Here 
J. Mathiesen, of Los Angeles, who , "We'll never forget," said one, .. h Ah K II d t Ik Is a partial list of men known with
had helped so many. was knocked w en ong a owe us a wa 
from the upper level to the bottom forward and look down for a mo- reasonaQle definiteness to have died 

by a hatchplank and died of shock ment through the twisted hatchway in the Takau bombing: 

and Internal injuries. After the of the forward hold. ~ir~~"'~~::-"~I~rC~:[.~or:~~~:.c~[.p~h~r:,; 

mortal blow he pulled himself to- "We could see Wermuth standing ...b..b.....k, lIchter pilot: CapL Jak "Mlckt.y" 


gether, worked, ~ave orders nor- ther, looking around trying to get "'::','", Quarlermaat.r Corps. 

mally. but fmally collapsed. his bearings. There seemed to bE' 'i~~ I. ~~[l~t~k~ab~~~. o~:r~~::n~;:~d 'A:~'; 


Three Army lieut.enant . colonels at least 300 dead around him and( I~ed~~~ Al::t~~I;::;,a~~~,:,.~~r ~~·~:~bJ';u~~o~~~i 
were lying in a row, Peter Kemp, ' '~~....~::::;;~~~~~~~;;;;~~ 
Jack Schwartz and "Bill" Manning. 
The outer two were killed by head 
blows; Schwartz was untouched. I 

"We're going to need the last 

clothing you have for bandages, 

boys," .announced Lieutenant Col­

onel James McG. Sullivan, of San 

Francisco, a medico. "Tear off your 

pant legs and shirts. If you're cold, 

get a sugar sack. We've got to save 

these men." 


The appearance of the wounded 

In the middle hold was peculiarly 

l.mbearable. From the bUges came 

yellowish fumes that the engineers 

said was ammonium nicrate Ras. 
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gear two aays lram tne .t'nwppmes mg tnelr . C ompslrJotS In .I' 'Ormosa·s I h. ave been R f ull job for a large has-
and hael to be towed m ost of t he camps. 

. 

pltal carpi, w ith stretchers and 
r est at the way. 	 Bombs KiII More Amerleanll slings and aidmen husky and 

The convoy reached the harbor of . Istrong.
Takau, ·Formosa, on New Year's About B.A.·M. of January 6 ~he.re These men had lost as much as 
Day. The prisoners aboard "No.1" w.as a. sudden c.rackle of ?an LI-ftlr- 40 pounds each; they had not had 
received five pieces of hardtac.k craft fire. Practice or .real. Under a true meal in .months; they were 
each, their New Yea'r's feast. closed hatches the ·prisoners could battle-shocked; they had no appa-

About a dozen men had died on not te.I1. T~en bombs began to fall. ratus; and th~ bodies they had to Almost on the brink of the grave the 
"No.1" and a somewhat larger num- The first hit c~ose by the forward move were those of their comrades prisoners are too weak to carry the me 
bel' on "No.2." hold, and the ship rolled. Th~ others of three years' imprisonment. 

I 

Jap hell ship and are forced to drag
Older men like P . D. Rogers, who ~~wo dor perhaps three-hit close And yet they had not wholly lost barges to shore. There they were durar i· nad once been General John ·J. m;h t b btl t t t.he American's last resource hi until Japs gave permission for rna 

fershing's secretary and also served th fd Ir~ thomh· ~O' t or y do~e t humor. As they stripped the bodies 
as governor of Jolo, passed away of . e s eo. ~ SIp, 1 r ppe 0 cs of clothing, as they lugged them ====::::."""'============== 
general weakness while young men In the partition between the two and stacked them they Jaughed at about 100 wounded. About 50 men . rt lllrr" C"I,I. 

like Captain Alfo~o Melendez and ho}.ds. " what happened to 'a rice-and-Iatrine who were who,~e were still walking ~~~~;i:1C!~'::"~.• 
Captain James Sadler, both of We looked through t~e hole~, detail that had been on deck when around, dazed... A ser~eant of the Toma. prl""n: 
Santa Fe, died of dysentery and ex- says Theodore Lewin, a big soldier the bombs struck. Fourth Shanghai . Marines named try; Capt. Jack 

Major Rcgl'nald H R'ldg Of fortune who had been a reporter Th' d F dIStaley had been klned between two Lt. David L.lRustl'on . 	 . e-. L A I · th Hint elr guar ,a ormosan name . . a· Beil Tel.ph 
Iy, Jr., Colonel Curtis Beecher's 1m os nge es on e. unt g on Ah Kong, hardly .heard the whistle Navy. petty Officers. of Ah Kong ~ Crawford, o[ 
narlne mess officer, kept up a cease- Park Record . a,nd pr?pn~tor of an of bombs when he dropped his rifle trusties: Colonel . B~ech~r took ~.:!~ ri~ J.~~:~' 
ess chant of "Take it easy, boys, at offshore. gamblmg ship. We could and fled. He ran into a passage- ch.arge m the hold amidshipS, Cap' J.orge Dorma' 
lase, DOW," in his deep voice. see bodies, there In the forward way and ~uddled there. The ·Amerl- tam Wermuth forw~rd. Captam .n~~p~~r·Wlllj,,, 

After three 01' four days in Takau hold. Nobody was moving. cans were scared of the bombs but Jack Clark of the mannes, who had 
================~' "In our own. hold tJ.1e whole place more· scared that the other jittery kept. the list of the dead 1~ the 

was covered With bodies. Then from guards seeing them without Ah tennis court, was now dead himself, 
the forwar? ,hold C~ptain Wermuth Kong,~vould shoot them down. as was als? Captain Lee Clark, all-
yelled up, 1m takmg charge here. S th th . k d Ah K ,other manne. 
Get us some stuff for the wounded, 'fl o e

y 
eYedPIC ell upII ft onh~ S Another Partial list bf Dead

quick' " 	 n e an. d pour pe me a er 1m 
Th~ wlld cascade of hatchplanks into the pass.ageway: where they There were· many men on the 

had felled Major Malevic; of the l4th returned t~elr p~ntiog sentry h iS death cruise who died or disappear­
Engineers, but he was stili a1lve. weapon, pOinting It Back as usual at ed without their comrades being 
The gallant marine, Major Andrew themselves. able to say where it happened. Here 
J. Mathiesen, of Los Angeles, who , "We'll never forget," said on<:>,

"h Ah K II d t Ik is a partial list of men known withhad helped so many, was knocked w en ong a owe us 0 wa 
from the upper level to the bottom forward and look d<?wn for a mo- reasonable definiteness to have died 

by a hatchplank and died of shock ment through the tWisted hatchway in the Takau bombing: 

and Internal Injuries. After the of the forward hold. G~:ir~;I'A~~=~nLdtc~~~I~~er,~~i!, C~[~~h~~rt . 

mortal blow he pulled himself to· " .. Ve could see Wermuth standing Alliabrook. tighter pilot; Capl Jak "M1ck.," 

gether, worked, :nve orders nor- ther, looking around trying to get Am.., Quartermaster Corp•. 

mally, but finally collapsed. his hearings. There seemed to lH> ~t~';t. ~b;[lt.t~k~a~~:~. o~r~~~n~:~~d'A:~'; 


Three Army lieutenant colonels at least 300 dead around him and( , edlcal Administrator; MiLJor Gharl•• J. Browne. 
were lying in a row, Peter Kemp, I ._-	 - p[ San AntoniO; Major 8 . L. Barbour, C1eld 

Jack.Schwartz and "Bill" Manning. 

The outer two were killed by head 

blows; Schwartz was untouched. 


"We're going to need the last 

clothing you have for bandages, 

boys," .announeed Lieutenant Col­

onel James McG. Sullivan, of San 

Francisco, a medico. "Tear off your 

pant legs and shirts. If you're cold, 

get a sugar sack. We've got to save 

Ithese men." 

The appearance of the wounded 

in the middle hold was peculiarly 

unbearable. From the bilges came 

yellowish fumes that the engineers 

said was ammonium picrate gas. 

(The shIp was carrying a cargo of 

horse urine to be put to chemical 

use in Japan.) The men's hll,lr had 

turned an unearthly yellow . blond 

color. 


Doctor Dad I1,JJI Eye Blown Out 

"A Navy doctor only a foo t away 


from me," says Lteutenant Russell 

J. Hutchison, of Albuquerque, who 

had built a tiny radio in Davao to 

time General MacArthur's coming, 

"lost his eye right out of his head. 

I was eating a messki t," he said, 

"of rice at the time. On my left a 

man had the back of his head blown 

clean off," 


I 	 In this hold amidships, from which 

come the only coherent accounts of 
___ _____ _ ------1what happened, there were about 40 1__________________________________; 
killed and about 200 wounded. In 

the forward hold, which resembled 

a human butcher shop, over hall 

the prisoners, more than 200, had 

.been killed and many of the rest 

were gravely wounded. 


The Japs were in a civilized har­

bor, with doctors, hospitals, barges 

and all other medical services at 

their disposal. But, the first day 

nothing whatever was done. The un. 

wounded In the middle hold, where 

some doctors were still alive, were 

not even allowed to go above and 




~r~'~~~~~~~~~~==~~~~~ 
Dead and Half Dead 

I 

~gs and Shirts 
Wounded 
two descend into the chaos of the for 1 


"No. ward hold. So the first night passer: " 

day with the bodies stiffening when 
stilI they lay. · . I 
list, The second day a small detach- .! 

1r 24 ment of Japanese Red Cross corps­
~hey men arrived at the ship. They did 
Imed not even attempt to enter the for­
ICcu, ward hold. They handed out som 
~day, medicines in the midships hold, and 
,d to went away. 
'bout By now the living m€'n in both 
Ma- holds were pleading with Lieutenant 

:ago, '1~oshlno e.nd Mr. Wada for permis­
:ans- SlOn to hft out their dead. Th 

bodies were swollen and bloated ' I 
they the stench was beyond breathing. ' 
: the Japs Gave No Help to \Vounded 

i~e~~ But the Jap~nese would not al ­
I g . low them to move the bodies. · Still 
~ell anotper night they spent with their 
ou- mangled ·dead and their unrelieved 
200 wounded. On the 8th, two days 

later, Toshino and Wada for the 
.aced first time agreed to have the bodies 
'ded removed. 

' sed Purely as physical labor, it was a 
~ for task almost beyond the strength of 
i!t!sh the survivors. To move 300 living 
~om- men, heavy and helpless, wOlild 
sa's 	have been a· full job for a large hos­

pital corp~, with stretchers and 
slings and aidmen husky and 
strong. 

;he.re These men had 16st as much as 
I-alr- 40 pounds each; they had not had 
,nd~~ a true meal In .months; they were 
.ou battIe-shocked; they had no appa­
fall. ratus; and the bodies they had to 

ward move were those of their comni.des 
thers of three years' imprisonment. 
close And yet they had not wholly lost 
:e at t.he American's last resource h is 
holes humor. As they stripped the bodies 

of clothing, as they tugged them 
two and stacked them, they laughed at 

what happened to a rice-and-Iatrine 

Almost on the brink of the grave themselves, American 
prisoners are too weak to carry the men who died in the 
]ap hell ship and are forced to drag naked bodies from 
barges to shore. There they were dumped by coal piles 

until]aps gave permission for mass cremation 

--- - --- - - - -. ----­
a bout 100 wounded. Ab~ut 50 men .rtmtr~; Capt. J. t;. Brunette, Field Arti llerY, 
who were whole were stIll walking Fort Sheridan, cn;.~cd to a girl named Sally 

Ile~," detail that had been on deck when around, dazed.". A sergeant of the Burnett wl)o was a Jap.nese prisoner at Santo 
Idler the bombs struck. Fourth Shanghai Marines named Ir~~~~..~[.is~~~k.c;:tB_i~~~l~~!dAr/a:;:!:i~s .Intan. 
)rter Their guard a Formosan named Staley had been killed between two Lt. David L. Coale, 01 Los Angel•• (lather, 
gton ' 	 N ff ' f h K . a Bell Telephone executive; Alajor Gco()~e 
, Ah Kong, hardly heard the whistle avy. petty a Icers 0 A ong s Crawford, o[ Seattle, a West Pointer; Lt. 
,! an of bombs when he dropped his rifle trusties: Colonel. B~ech~r took Merle J,. Christen... , Field Artillery; Capt. 
)QuId and fled. He ran into a passage- clI.arg ill the hold aml(ishlps, Cap- ~~~eDeJ~~~~n~rr'i!agt~nt~~o~!:rr~~~or~:~~: 
/1ard way and ~uddled there. The·Amen. tam Wermuth forward. Captalll el1~ln .er. 

~ 
cans ~ere scared of the bombs, but Jack Clark. of the marines, who had 

llace more scared that the other jittery kept . the list of the dead ~ the 
[rom ,guards, seeing them without All tennts court, was ':low dead himself, 
nuth Kong 'would shoot them down. as was als? Captam Lee Clark, an-
here.'. 	 other manne.
Ided -So they they pIcked up Ah Kong's . . 

, rifle anD poured pellmell after him Another PartllLI lIst IIf Dead 
anks into the passageway, where they There were ' many men on the 
lAth returned their panting sentry his death cruise who died or disappear­
Illve weapon, pointing it Dack as usual at ed without their comrades being 
~rew' themselves. 
"who . "We'll never forget," said one, able to say where it happened. Here 
lCked "when Ah Kong allowed us to walk Is a partial list of men known wi th 
ttom forward and look down for a mo- reasonable definiteness to haVe died 
hock ment through the twisted hatchway in the Takau bombing: 

the of the forward hold. G L~~;\~::~nLdt~rc~~:I~~er,~~';:!, C~r~~r! 
f lo. "We could see Wermuth standing A1ubrOOk, lighter pilot; Capl Jak "MltlLr.r" 
nOf- ther, lOOking around trying to get £JQ.., Quartermaster Corp•. 

his bearings. There seemed to tH> rJt Int. ':.~~~I~t:~k~a~~~~. o~r~~:lnf1}'~~d 'A:~; 
onels at least 300 dead arollnd him and! Medical Admlnl.trator; ~IaJor Charlo> J . Hrown•. 
:emP-t- ' 	 - ~ )l San Antonio; "'ajor IS. Lf n.rbuur, fI eld 

rung. 
head 

!d, 
last 

!ages, 
: Col· 
( San 
(your 
I cold, 
n ave 

unded 
dlarly 
Ic:&me 
~ers 

tlA 

( ;ot.pt. \Vllliam J: nli:llsh, ot South Carolina ; 

~~i!lte~~~ EWs, 01 Albuquerqu., 200th Co... t 
Chief Pharmacist's Mate Pete Qomr, Major

"",Wa.m G",,. . or Memptlla. enC1neer; Major 
UUK'hn. a tormer BOlton " basketball COtlch. 

J.t. ".DMman, JesuJt chaplain ot Mindana.o , 
leper colony; Lt 108Jll" H"rrJn,"n, Naval Re­
Rr r V(! IILtel11gence, Harvard Law Iraduate prac­
ttcln t: in Man lla. wlte and d4ulhter 1n Sallto 
Tomas prison; Lt~ Vernon Hob.., FIeld arUl­
lee" electrical engineer. Pur"due Ililduate; Lt. 
Cumrnander l.'homaJII II. HaJes, of Norfolk. 
doctor. 

Lt. Commander Jordall, Interpreter. 
Lt. Gordon Lamben. Navy; Cal". J ••II. Leape, 

Standford J:' raduatc; Lt. Col. John Lulk.art, o(
Clovis, N. M., 200th Co..t Artlller,. 

Major 'l'hompAon !kook. )tore7. 3d, Honolulu. 
West Point Jo'leld Arttllery; Cap'. Clayton
NlckrIsen. who had won the DSC on Bataan
with West PQlnter Lt. Col. Thoma. J. If. Trap­
nell by JimlUng' a truck on a brtdlte and check­
Ing th e Japane..e pursuit or the 26th Calavalry. 
Trapnell. aIso on the d4!B th cruise, reached 
Japan; Cap. John lIoleGWlek. Coast ArtJllery,
laid to be a general's Eon; W. L. Monroe. Navy 
pharmaelst; Cal't. Paul Moore. Field Artlllery: 
Lt. JO!lcph MIWlaD, stanrord &raduate; Lt.. OU. 
Morr an, enalneer.. 

Navy Chid parmaelst Nicholson. 
Capt. Paw Pearson ot Manhattan. Kan. , Hq. 

2nd Corps. 
Lt . . John E. Roren, or Santa Fe. ZOOth Cant 

ArUllery; Lt. William Randolph, ot Call1ip, N. 
M .. 200tl) Coalt Artillery. 

Capt. Earl R. Short. Quartermaster Corpt. 
at Portland. Oregon and M'anlla; Carl E. Sbaw, 
medlcal aldma1l; Major Josepb B. Sake. 

Lt. Lee C. Tucker. of Albuquerque. 200th
Coast· Artillery; Lt. W.lch of S.attle. Army
Medic" Corp.,-: Lt Commander CJ7de Wdsb, of 
Ch,Jcago, medical clUcer; Lt. Commander E.. M. 
Wade. medIcal officer; Lt .. "Pe&e" Wdcb, Navy; 
Lt. Col. Other B. Witten, ot DftnJn" N. M," 
200th Coast ArUllery. 

"Shld" Ulmer, at San Dlelo, chIef pharma­
cist's IWlte. 

Lt. Cot. WIWam Van No.I'ond. 
Tony Volnc)', ortlclal Interpreter: of Czech. 

legation Sn Tokyo. 
Even the Japanese saw that "No. 

2" was so hoplessly perforated that 
she could never make Japan. Light 
peeked through all her bulkheads. 
The prison ships had left a long 
trail.of American bodies committed 
to the sea, but a mass burial could 
be carried out in Takau Harbor. 

TOMORROW - In the Formosa 
Iharbor death lays a heavier hand on 
the gallant band of American 
prisoners. 

I 
/ 
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!l}EATH CRUISE ON HELL SHIP 


, 

' iFormosa.There were Int.estinal hemor- ber clearly the smile on Mr. Wada's 
face as he watched u~/' Mr. Wada

' rhages, extreme shocks, amputa- th J ' . t t' . h Id h b waR e. ap In erpre er.t IOns. ow cou suc men e mov- ' WI th h d th h' 
, ,ed? Corpsmen figured out a bos'n's , len , ey reae e. e new ~ Ip 
. 

l 
: 
I 

Last Lap 'of Journey; 

900 Still A live 


Ropes Lift Cripples A Survivor 
Groaning, Dying 


through Hatch 


T lIlS ;s t,he ten tit, t'llsla/ment 
, of "Death Cruise." Today 


George Weller de.SCl'ibe.~ the de­

parture from Takao, Formosa, 

for sonthern Japan, 1;io a tortn­

OllS de/ml,r along the China 

(;008t. Of .~ome 1,600 A111ericaus 

brought from Matlilll to Japall 

in December, 1944, 300 survivcd 

the or~cal. 


T
B~' GEORGE WELLER 


HE last lap of their long and 

tor\JIred journey was about to 


begin for the dirty, wounded, sick 

American skeletons who had left 

Manila for prisOIl camps in Japan. 


They had suffered almost to the 

limit of endurance but their tale at 

horror had not yet been spun out.. 

Many were dead-some from bombS 

dropped hy other Americans who 

had no way of knowing. The others Lieut. Colon.el THOMAS 

were dead from the brutalities of J. fl. TRAPNELL 

the Japs, who knew and admitted " 
they did not care. One of 300 out of 1,600 

Between 800 and 900 men were Americans who survived the 
now alive of the 1,600 plus who had I "Death Cruise." An' All­
marchE'd out of Bilibid prison in Ma­
nila precisely a month before. Many American end on the West 
of them, however. wounded and un- Point football team 15 years 
tended, were at the gate of deat.h. 1 ago, Trapnell was awarded 
ITo move them was to doom them, the Distinguished Service 
aut the Japanese wanted them C r 0 S s for extraordinary
moved, and not slowly.

Once again the sentries' cry wa~ heroisrri under fire in Bataan. 
"Speedo, speedo!" A barge was He is 43, lives in Baltimore 
alongside to take them to another !!!""!~==~========== 

I prison ship in the harbor of Takao, "and we could riot avoid it. I remem­

ehair to get them out of the 'hold. another obstacle awaited the wound­
They pu t a Spanish bowline around ed. ,Where the accommodatIOn lad­
each leg and a 5quare knot around der had been, low.ered there were a 
the" waist. to '$teady the torso, and ('.Duple pf ~ati'es tie~ up whose decks 
up went t.he groaning man, hauled had to be crossed With ea~ wound­
by 16 of the pairs of hands still able ed man beforJ! the ladder was reach-
t t ed. 
oW~~n It came to moving thE! men !he ups and downs of this slow 

who could not be held upright, t.he triP brou.ght many of the, worst 
corpsmen took a hatch plank, fixed wounded mto coma. 
a scaffold knot around each end, and Crippled Officer Crawls, All Way 
slowly tugged him through the "I'll never forget," says one offi­
hatch. ' eel', "seeing Captmn Walter Donald­

"In a way this was the most ter- son, 200th Coast Artillery officer 
rible job of all," says one officer, (Conunue<l on Page Ten. Column ,One, 

' 

. 

http:Colon.el


l 

r ~~'~~~~~~~~~~~~~~--~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-- oftheYel~wSeamdnot~dill 

'D' c:r A rr'H Cr 
D U·I'S' c:r ON H~c:r'LL SHIP Japanese to issue 111 Ol'e. 

L,,/'l 1 J fi L L. . The prisoners huddled as far 
rn the bays as possible, coughs 
r,ng from their parched throats47 More Prisoners Die on First Day OU t ; icy wind sang through the en 

. partitions and bare passagewa: 
. As the freightel' wound her 

through the desolate islands oj Pneumonia A ,New Visitor Chinese rivers, hiding by 
against prowling su'bmarine!,

(Contlnued from tn. 1'1.-.\ Pale ) r~weeping over it, Rain and later Three days from 'I'ak,ao they pick- prisoners began to die at the re 
snow and hail fell on the bodies of cd up a torpedoed shIp and towed 20 or more daily. A man \I 

from Deming, N. M, He could not those who lay exposed on the hatch, it for a day. Theil' steerage way husky constitution made him a 
walk, but he crawled the whole way. Since lhelr life pointed always was fil'e knot:;. Then the prison collector says: 

"He had two sprained wrists and toward death it was natural that ship was ordered to tUl.I back for '''EI'ery morning W!IS the ~an 
two fl'actured ankles, but he crept the dead sho'uld be piled on this , another distressed ship, They tow- \'ould slowly make the circle 0 
Oil his elbows and knees, He crawl- hatch, Things were reversed from ed that one for two days. bays. 
ed all the ·way around the barges, the other sh'ips, where to be under They began to approa~h ·the is- "I didn ' t m'lke any preten! 
up the laddel' and onto the deck." the hatch was a favored positioll, lands off the China coast. "We pass- being tender, l',,;ould juststO{ 

AppI'oximately 14 men who reach- Here, if you moved to the hatch ed un,holy looking I~tt!,e i~la~d~, ugly put my ' head in and say, ~Got 
cd the new ship n-evel' saw its hold , 01' were moved there by the cC"ps- and completely bale, rh'~ J apan- s tiffs in there?' They mIght 
They died on its decks, But they men it was the equivalent of ese had no water to glve, I',ut they 'Yes, we'\'e got a big one this IT 
were not taken ashore 1.0 be ere- ellth'anasla 01' merc\, death . It meant had plenty to sell. At the real' of ing.' 
l1lated; they waited, like the oth- you were so far go'ne that the food the ,two pnssa~e\\'~ys betwe,en, the . "Sometimes they \I'ould hel~ 
(!rs, to mak!! at least a start on the of those who might Mill be able to bays ther!! weI e two open gl atlJ1g5, but sometimes they would just 
journey toward Japan, Dead In port, live could no longer be spared fOI' tlll'oug,I,' one o~ Which"s\~('Pt the 50- 'Come on in and get him youI' 
they were to be buried at sea. .ou, It placed you neighbor to the ~alled wmd 01 de/l~I1. rhese grat- That would make me sore. I" 

Oil the new ship, an undersized ~lcad whol1l you soon would join. Il1gs were the tradmg center. But ai\'e right in and knock them 
freighter, the shrinking party was the AmerIcans had httle left l'> of- unt il I 'd haul him out. Nine t 
Roain forced into a single hold, The Clothes Snatched from the Dying [el'. Keepsakes a man parIs " .'IU1 out of ten he'd be stripped n
b~ys 01' ~helves, divided stanchion The dying on the hatch wercabo last began to go, ulre dv and there'd be llothinj 
bv stanchion, were 15 feet long by looked on l:ovetously by shi\'cl'illg " 'cdding Ring!! Swapped for Water th clothing committee, 
tell feet deep. Each bay acco!TIlllo- , men in the bays, who· were already , " 'i."Death meant !lothing to U! 
dated 20 men, counted off by Lieu- mentally dividing up their clothe~. A rh~ Japanese hke~ Amencan you made it, you made it; if not 
tenant Colonel Johnson. medical committee (or clothing-it- wcddmg. rmgs, the 50hd gOld IW1d., died. That was all there was t 

Two positions \vere po~~ible: to self grotesquely naked-. WM su~- F~l' a thIck, I:eavy Olle a Jap would The bodies were hauled up, 
sit with iegs extended, or to lie down posed to handle the eqUItable dlVI- bl'lng you fIve canteens full of fi r t with a rope around 
with knees drawn up, Standing, or ~ion of clothes. But. men died at \~ater. AnnapOlis a,nd West PoInt ~t'. P isoners Ii::.tened fOl 
Iv 'lng down at Cuillellgtil was impos-n.ight, and the committee members I'mgs, valuer! possessIOns of the pl'O- ~n te,I>, r .. h a ' each com 

fessional office I' were bad second!. t~COO I~g SI\IS es s.sible. could not always get to their feet, ,,' T ,was shpped over the ~Ide, The J 
Rapidly though the party dimln- and there was connivance. to weddmg, rmgs, hey ,never nese kept the hatches closed, 

' 'l'h "I dd 'd"-th man brought mOl e than four cigalettes, I dove the bodies themsel' Ished, the Japs alway~ put them 111 e a er gual e and an early glut bl'ought them love l' 

pits smaller than nOl'mal for their who had been pl~ceq to keep the down to two. . , (Copnl~ht 19'5) . 

nUmbers. demented from clImbing the la.dder For a pail' or shoes you could get TO:\lORROW-Commander 1 
. Alter sundown January 13 the a~d being shot by . the , sentnes- two cans of tomatoes or salmon, or 1ce Joses dies 011 the fifth day
ship ~npped out of Takao but turned mIght look away. And ' when he It handful of tangerInes. F01' a heavy 
not toward Japan, but China. It l?oked back, a man not .yet q~lte Navajo turquoise ring Lieutenant 
was apparent only the strongest nead would, have lost hIS slmt- Ru,,;sell Hutchison, of Albuquerque, 
WQ\l.ld live. The little food was care- and no questIOns asked, gained two straw mats, enough to 
fully : rationed, but medical COlys- 1 A few liCe p~eser ....ers, the kap?k- sa\'e his life and that of anothel' of-
men, doing most of the phYSIcal stuffed \'e:;t k1l1d, torn am! dll t~, fieer, 

wOI'k, got more by common consent, I c ....el'iooked by the Japanese III thel!' Captain WlITJam Miner saved his 

And the details cal'l'ying slop b~~k- search of the hold, lay In the cornel'S life and that of MajorF. Langwith i 

cts to the decks had OPPOl'tUl1llies of the bays, Berry, of San Franci;;co, by trading: 

for trading not given lhose below. , Prisoners tore thf'se open and a fountain pen fOt' a straw mat. I 

D th 'Rate Jumps t;pward pulled out the wadding. They pal'- "We considered that a tfemendous 

ca celed Ollt the kalJok. Rolls of It bal'gain ," says Berry, 
The death rate took a jump up- wel'e stuffed into the fpw pants thai The dothing Issued on the Olon­

wal'd. George L. CUrtis says: "I still had full legs and the few shirts gapo tennis COUl't had been skoski 
eounted 47 dead the first day out." that still had arms. -insignificant ill amount _ but the 
By now the Japan~se also \~ere call- "The luckiest ones looked like cold Manchurian winds blowing out 
ing the roll, stllndmg like hltle gods teddy bears," says olle survivor. . 

at ·the edge of the ha~ch two hours :"But they never stopped "cr~tching, 

at a ' time and dronmg forth the The kapok was a hive or li ce, and 

,names, When one d~d not a ns\,,:er, the lice never gave them any 

Ml'. Wada simply drew a hne peace." 
through his name. It was unmistakable the Japanese 

It gl'ew colder, Stl'aw mats were had not lost their intention of kill­
in the hold, but enough for only Illg these prisoners by thirst. Hcre 
one-third of tI1e men. Friends hud- was a frelghtel' fresh from the prln­
died under a single mat while the clpal harbol' of Formosa, whose wa­
cold wind swept around them. tel' tanks should have been filled 

A bitter draft came from the to the brim, 
ventilator In. the Japanese quarters The prisoners receh'cd one-half 
astern, :sucked through the bays of canteen cupful of rice daily, but of 
the prisoners' pit, and up through watel' Ihey reeell'cd, two to !oltr ' 
the hatch. On this wind the lives of spoonfuls daily, 
many Amel'icans rode theil' way out. "If you forga\'e thc Japane:;e 

Lieutenant Colonel (now Colouel) everything else," says Olle survivor, 
Curtis Beecher pleaded with the "I callnot see how you could forgive 
Japanese to allow the prisoners to the way thf'Y denied us waler all the 
stuff a straw mat In the ventilator. way from Manila to Japan, Some 
The Japanese always refused. And starved, some were suffocated, some 
so the wind of death brought pneu- were shot by gual'ds, sO,me died of 
monla, a new visitor. sunstroke, some died oJ cold; all 
. A hatch In the centel' covered things that were rleliber8tely caused 

with tarpaulin,ledlO the deck below and avoidable. But .evel;1body was 
and was .nevel' opeiled. It lay bare kept thirsty all the tUlle. . 
1o the sky, with the cold draft They wel'e In the subl1la~~~~ , 
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[DEATH 9RUISE ON HELL SHIP 

Thirs'ty Men Catch 

,Falling Snowflakes 


Commander Maurice 
Died of Thirst ' 

loses Dies in Hold 

of Freighter 


GEORGE WELLER todu,11 
. continues the 'fDeath. 

Cruise' 'taken by 1,600 Ameri­
call prisoners from Manila to 
southern Japan. Approximately 
300 mell survived the ordeal. 

By GEORGE .WELLER 

THE fifth day out of Takao Com­
mander Maurice Joses of Santa 

Monica, regular Navy doctor In 
nominal command of the entire 
party, called to his side Boatswain 
Clarence M. Taylor, of Cloverdale, 
Va. ' 

Jose$ was in an upper bay in 
the hospital zone and Taylor got 
in the next bay to be near him. 

Joses was suffering from extreme 
diarrhea. Even for its own com­
manding officer the party could do 
nothing. 

"I'd like to talk to you, Ty," said 
Joses. "I don't think I'll make it 
through the night." Taylor gave 
him the usual reassuring encour- , 
agement. But the doctor was right. 
When the first light came through 
the hatch, their commllnder was 
gone. 

Even in this filth, thirst and star­
vation, decency would send up oC-I~=============~1 
casional : shoots. The Shirk broth- his brother, his matted head bowed. 
ers, Robert and Jack, had been min- Perhaps he prayed. At length he 
ing engineers in Manila when the went back to his own bay. where he I 
Army gave them commissions. Jack too died. . 
fell sick first and finally the corps- Captain John G. Hudgms, . an 
men saw he would not live. Army dental officer, had received 

They laid him out on the hatch four shrapnel wounds in the back 
where he soon died. Having strip- and three in the legs at Takao. each 
ped his body. they were about to the size of a silver dollar. 
tug it from the dying to the dead The corpsman Pat Hilton had 
side ot the hatch, when a corpsman struck up an attachment with the 
whispered: "Hey. handle this one Japanese cook, who occasionally 
with care. His brother is watching gave him scraps of food. Hudg~ns' 
from · that I upper bay." unattended wounds were weepmg 

When they had laid Jack ShIrk constantly, causing, .him to' dehy­
with the others, Bob Shirk climbed drate rapidly. ' 
painfully out of his bay. He went jHilton would bring him the foo~ 
and stood a little while 100ki,ng at . (Continued oaPa,. 2., Columa. 2) 

Lieut. Colonel CHARLES 
I. (,Polly') HUMBER 

I
who shared his inadequate I' 
supply of water with other 
prisoners. He was left 
guard and captain of the 
West Point football team 

of 1930 

, 

t 

I 



·John 1'. Istock. of P"itGburgh. and ,­DEATl-I CRU1SE ON l-JELL SH1P Este-l Myers, of Louisville, work.-ed I'' 
hard at saving Jives, as did a husky 
New Mexican, Oscar Otero, of Las 
Lunas.Hatch Was Called "Zero Ward" "The nervous tension at night," 
says Mvers, "was such thal vou 

,Conl!nued 110m the First ra,,) / getting thinner an~ each ple~ged to co~ld never lie down and rest. You 
scraps which the dentist would Il lllform the other s_ family If one Itried to nap by day, when some of 

;Itrade for watel'. Icame through. A night came when the patients could take care of the-m­
ithe dentist passed Rway. Irons and selves." 

Water by the ~poonIul l Hilton stood OVCI' him-clad still in, I 

The pit's mal'kct rate \\ as six his Philippine Army trousers and l\lore Threats from Mr. \\ ada 
tablespoons of water for one m-II shirt, barefooted-and Irons said: Sergeant Major .James .J. Jordan. ; 
tion of \'Icc. In this way the "This man Wi.1I be a bond belween Itough at 53 as a bantam a. ftel' :,3 
dental oflicer would build up as us."~,ears in, the roug!~ ;vorld 0[_ ~he Ma- I 

I 

,much as a quartcl' canteen cup oflLick Cloth Wet by Rain lIne COI'PS, says, For the fllst tIme : 
'water in reserve. Then the corps- I '. In my hfe. I was beyond lmowlllg I 
Iman would come aI'ound and find , When ..s~ow f,ell. the p\'lso.ner~ or caring what happened," I
Ithe canteen cup empty, "What be- caught w.Jd ~he) (O~ld 111 thell un _I The hatch. lying ba!'!'ly eighl fe e t , 
'came of your.water, Doc'," The den_lwashed, messklt~, Wa\·lllg :hem b~~k below the wind-swept dcck, hC'came · 
'/ list waul? look contrite. "Pat. I'm all(~/Ol th u,n~el the ,~latcl,lW~y, hke! lmown as "tire zero ward." WhclI a I 

SOlTY, 1 SImply had to drink it." Ima"IC :;WOI d",- to tlap lI1d!vlduall man I,new .that hi~ strcngt h W<lS' 

Hudg-ins had a second friend in snowflal,es. So as, not to miss any ebbing, he would say, '''Nell, boys' l 
another dentist. MajoI' ArlilUl' J. flakes,._they sometlllleS l;ad tOTiu~ I've had enough, I'm going nut onl" 
Irons. OVl'r and oVl'r he said to t_he dYll1g out of the \\a y: led the zero ward tonight." Almost all/· 
Irons and Hilton, "I firmly belie\'c Ihck:,d cJo~h, tha; llltd been weHene who lay th.ere ended in thc sea., but 
that when I leave thiS place 1 shall by lam 01 sno\\., Gene Ortega, of Albuquerque, ,;Iept '! 
go to a better World," When snow was [alllllg the half-, there thl'Ough all the \-oyage allCl is . 

On Christmas aftcI'IlOOn on the: naked, barefooted men would pre- alive today, 
Lingayen beach Hudgins and HiJ.ton II tend to have to go on deck to empty ,Mr. Wad a was often secn, I)UL ' 
had agreed that their chances were Ia benJo 01' tOIlet bucket. On the Lieutenant Toshino came to the to[J, 

. .._.... ..... .... . way back they would scoop a hand- of the hatch hardly at all, Oncc I 
I ~u~ of snow fl'OI11 the deck and stut[ the Americans began calling for 

It lI1to theu' mouths. Of course only him, Ml'. Wada came to the edge! 
l	 one man in a hundl'ed could get of the pit. "If you do that, I shall i 

water this way, because more than order the guards_to shoot into the I 
six were rarely allowed on deck at hold," he said, 
a time. From the bays came t\ rumble: 

I What saved a few lIves was a "To hell with him. We're going to 
steam winch on the deck near the die anyway. aren't we '?" 
hatch. The winch had a peteock MI', Wada's rules were the mo,t , 
which dripped. For an adroit ri1Rn senseless tyranny. The pure sea was I 
it was possibJe to pretend to be re- running past the bulkheads out­
lieving himself over the side, and at side; it needed only a rope and a few I 
the same time to cRtch three 01' four bucketsful of sea water to make the ' 
droplets is his extended hand. hold at leRst clean. But Mr,Wada ' 

"One day," says Major F. Lang-I would allow only one buck!'t a day 
with Berry, of Burlingame, Cal .. "I to be used by the whole dead ~q und, 
got nearby a canteenful out of that to wash part of the griRle of bodies 
winch. I kept going up the ladder from theil' hands, 'il1esskits an9 
and approaching the sentry with my canteen cups were never cleaned. ' 
hands on my stomach, saying "Tox- (Copyrl~ht. 19~;.) 

an biold' which means 'very sick.' 'rO:\fORRO'V-\Vhat shollld have 
,Vhen he RIlowed me to go to the been a 7-day trill ends after -49 days , 
sidc, I would maneuver so that the ot starvation. I 
winch was between us, open my I 
flask ane! hang it under the steam 
petcock. When the gual'd began to 
act restless, I'd go down again ,and

I come back in a half houl·. I worked i 
this 10 01' 12 times." I 

j'den who had dysen tel'y were i 
placed on the hatch earlier than 
olhers. The weakened cOl'psmen 
grew weary of circulating to all the 
bays with the benjo buckets, and 
were forced to centralize matters on 
the hatch. windy and exposed 
though it was. 

The cOl'psmen who worked all 
night were pel'haps the most un­
qualifiedly admired of the hard­
working medicos. "You not only had 
10 hustle those buckets for the men 
on the hatch," says pharmacist 

IFrank L, MarweIl, of Birmingham, 
:"but you also had to stop fights in 
Ithe bays for the clothing of others 
who had gone,"

I Deas A, Coburn, of Charleston; '; 



DEATH CRUISE ON HELL SHIP 

Dying Prisoner-Chaplain Held 
.Services in Blackness of Hold 
GEORGE WELLER today 

continlles the "Death 
CrUise" taken by 1,600 Ameri­
Call prisollers from Manila to 
sOlLthem ./apml. ApprOXimately 
300 m.elt slu'!;;t;ed tlte ordeal. 

By GEORGE WELLER 

' JAPAN was near. The Americans 

The pitiful handful l.;tt \Ver'c 
hardly men. Once ci\'ilizcd beings, 
they now were lit tle more than ani­
mais fighting the great, ultimate 
fight for survival. 

Once Ted Lewin, a Los Angeles" 
reporter and promoter, approaeh­
cd the commanding ofticer, the 
Marine Lieutenant Colonel (now 
Colonel) Curtis Beecher, of Chi­

· 
· 
, 
: 

I 
· 
, 
, 
, 
I 

on the Jap hell ship originally ~ag~ and Saratoga, Cal., as he sat 
had fought to keep from going In hiS bay. . 

there. and later they had fought to "What are you thinldng about, 

stav alive to reach there. Most had colonel ?" he said, "I was l'emem­
faiied. . bering a fellow I heard talk at the 

. Explorers' Club in Chicago after the 
•Of some .1,600 who had left BIll- last war," said the greyhaired col-

I 

' 

: . 

; 
: 

I 

" 
bid prIson In Mamla for what they onel. "He described how the Ar- I 
thought would be a seven-day trip menians made their march of deat.h 1 

to Jap prison caJ?1ps, 1,000 had died. with the Turks driving them along.. 
Death had come In many forms dur- I was wondering whether it could ) 
Ing t~e 49 days the tnp did t~ke. have been llny worse than lhis." , 
~merJcan bombs took some, t.hlrst, For a new infraction of his rules, " 
Illness, madness, starvatIOn and dIS-/ the theft of sugar, Mr. Wada, the 
ease took others. ,Contlnued on Page Ten. Column TllrC'el I 



l 

I 

. 

ed around the plug. But every : The
D£A TH CRUISE ON HELL SHIP morning someone would sit up in his hereal 

bay and yell, 'Where's the dirty so· to en 
and-so who stole my water?'" ISurbel" d Bed ne 'f t B te g But. there was also Lieutenant get oaComman er rl det les a er ea In Colonel Charles 1. "Polly" Humber, Bro' 

~ a football man at West Point, who proper 
. shared his water with many others should

Fro'm a Jap Sentry 	 before diarrhea and thirst took him. rite. 
Fails to Get Beautiful Icicle in Jap 

. 	 I The search for water was as re- chapla
(Contlnuod from the First rarol robe in the pit. Yet whe~ this pI'ized spirited and. charming o.ld mB:n," a i morseless as if they were In the enoug 

J 	 . Inter reter threatened to cut jclothing 'reached Japan, It was worn younger offIcer called hl1!l' HIs .24:0 ISahara. '~1 remember a morning Thefl 11 P d' "It doesn't mat. by other men, the secondary own· pounds shrank and he dIed of ex- four days out of Japan when some· on WI! 
~ r'~ s~~~ve~e:~iler wearily, "be_lers having gone to join the originals. haustion and exposure.. lone peeked over the ladder and saw R. Tru 
e " ' f d 't '. us some As they scratched brown sugar The Navy senior LIeutenant that there was sleet and snow re- lying ( 

cause I you on 'rgl~~1 oin to ' from the hold Lieutenant Murray Douglas. nephew of the famous maining on the deCk," says Chief Since ; 
water a~~ fOO~ .~~e .egg IDay, a field al·tillery officer from tree r.ing historian of. the Univer~ity Yeoman Theodore R. Brownell. of Tl'um[ 
pass ou nyw J New England who had gone to of ArIzona, showed hImself partlcu- Fort Smith, Ark. "1 sneaked up build 
Trade Stolen Sugar for Water Princeton, told them of his maPlellarlY unselfish, giving his strength the ladder. crept on deck and saw enougl 

. By this time Beecher looked, In sugar business. "When we have a to wash the befouled wounded and the most beautiful thing in the But 
the words of an aide, "gaunt, mat- !reunion of alumni after the war. cheer them up. "God is looking world-a long, thle);; Icicle. Hut just food b 
ted grey and weak." As the voyage we'll serve my maple sugar." he aHel' us-we'll make Japan safely. as I reached for it the Jap sentry chief. 
dre~ into its second week the pris- said. He never reached Japan. 1 know." saw me. you've 
oners lost all discretion and robbed An air forces warrant officer, Some of his patients did, but not .. 'Kudai!' (look out!) .he yelled ber kel 
sugar from the hold at will. In the William Keegan. had gone through Douglas. . and came for me with his bayonet. lized SI 
ship's hold the price of sugar fell bombings and thirst with unbowed Arthur Bryan's Gal~le Grin 1 had scooped up a snowball to make n't anl 
so that one' could now get six spoon- head. and had been strong enough Cold and staT\'a~lOn erased the Isure 1 had something even If 1 miss- me?" 
fuls for one spoonful of water. The Ito help bear the dead ashore at p.erpetual game gnn of LIeutenant ed out on the icicle. But in scram- , . 
Formosan rice they were now eat· Takao, Formosa. ' Suddenly he col- Commander Arthur M. Bryan. of bling out of the way of the bayonet Blov 
ing ,vas rough and full of huils; it lapsed of malnutrition and thirst Cynwyd. Pa. 1 lost the snowball and fell back Into he ha~ 
increased diarrhea. while brown 'and died. It was not all hermsm. Quarrel-1the hold again, empty handed and spo~~ .. 
sugar seemed to make the diarrhea Lieutenant ArthUr Derby, a Har- ing and theft never ceased. A whole ' thirsty as ever." ~~.t. s, 
chronic. vard graduate from New York City I bay full of interlocked men would The Navy chief, slender and me-I lnf 

The violent rages, the bloodsu.ck- and Virginia, had been suffering Idispute loudly over such a matter dium-sized. had found a comrade in ~o~ d 
ings and murders of the Manlla- amoebic dysentery when he left as .when to turn over and rest on a long Army beanpole. Private WH- i ~ \~ 
Olohgapo trip were no longer pos- Bilibid. Often he said. "I'd give the other side. All had to turn or !iam Earl Surber. of Colorado uti 
sible. The men were too weak'.'f~ey 1$1,000 cash [or just two sulfaguana- none;· there was not room for dif- Springs. "We Jay together !ike a ~~ 1: 
were broken or at least sUbmlsslv~' 1 dine pilJs." Though unwounded. he fering postures. But some had worst tablespoon ~ and a teaspoon," says aidm,~ 
For them it was no longer theIr Idroop~d away with malnutrition wounds on their right side, s~me Brownell. "But 1 got the best of ~he 'FIl 
affair; they belonged to ~od or fate. .and fmally faded out. on the left ... Not only was clothmg it. He was irmg enough to keep me 'Ghost ' 

Fal1?er William ~ummmgs. of ~an I A field artillery officer. Lit'utt'n- stolen from the dying, but water warm. but 1 \'Jasn't long enough .to Is ' 
Fra~clsco an.d Ossmlng. N..Y.• sH.lI ,ant Wayne W. Alder. of Salt Lake , from the healthy and well. Ikeep him warm at the two ends." U1b 
carTied on his evening servIce. HIS City who had become unbalanced \ . "There were fellows who taught Surber, the more ill of the two. had peacd 
Protestant col.leagues. the redheB:d- afte~ the Takao bombing. recove'red themselves how to slip down beside alternating periods of deliriUm and ~orr.u 
e~ Eplscopah~n Navy chaplam, his reason but passed away. Lieu- you .while you were asleep, open normalcy. In normalcy he talked rO\\ n 
Lieutenant QUInn. an~ the Army tenant Colonel Louis D. Barnes, of your canteen and without a souild about wanting two things: to eat body 11 
chaplain, Lieutenant Tiffany, were Massachusetts of the Army medfcal of swallowing drink all your water," one' more dish of meatballs and 1\I 

both gone. Gon~ too wa~ tile .sPjC­ corps, had bee~ able to help his fel- said a survivor. "You would try spaghetti, and ' to have a regUlar JaplllOtacled Jesuit mlsslO.nary. Captam d - low physicians little. "A [ough- hard to sleep with your fingers lock- baptism. tb lr 

seph C. van der Heiden. whose sue e 
~~;,~,;;;,;;;,;:;;;;;,;..,,;;:,;,;;;;,;;,,;,=~~~;,;,..;,,;==~=~~"""'~==,.,.;=====~==::=======*=== 
jacket had fallen to someone else. 
Lieutenant Zerphas. a priest f:om 
the 26th Cavalry who had gIven 
many last blessings, was able to 
help little, and Lieutenant Joh!l E. 

,' Duffy, of Notre I?a~e, was 1~ a 
condition when he mSlsted on beIng I 
brought ham and eggs. 

Major 'F. Langwlth Berry. of Bur­
lingame, Cal.. an 86th Cavalry of­
ficer remembers these services 
thus; "Often at evening the call 'at 
ease' would be given..T.he hubbub 
of talking would dimInish.. T~e? 
we would hear above the nOIse, ~t ~ 
the chaplain. boys; It's the cha~lam. 

"The clear, penetrating V~llce Jf 
Father Cummings was unml~taka­
ble Immediately complete SIlence 
wo~ld fall' in the blackness of (he 
hold. First he would give a few 
words of encouragement, and then 
he would say the Lord's Prayer. 
During those few seconds we 
thought of home, of our moth~rs, of 
gardens, lakes and m~unt~ms In 
America. And then- that sal!: 
boys'-and our vespers were over. 

Then came an evening when 
Father Bill was unable to stand up. : 
Forty-three years old, he was weak­
ened by severe dysentery and thirst. 
Eventually he lay on the hatch 
where he had blessed so many oth­
ers a body deserted by the spi!·it. I 

H~ body was hoisted high. and the 
Japanese delivered him to the sea. 

The only Negro aboard was Ser­
geant Robert W. Brownlee, ~ genial, 
cheerful and diligent soldIer who 
had been much prized as the top 
~oa~ '''''T'O''Ant. of the .26th Cavalry. 



;;~;;; wo-uld- be given. T he hubbuD 
of talking would diminish. T hen 
we would hear above the noise, 'It's 
the chaplain, boys; it's the chaplain.' 

"The clear, penetrating voice Jt 
Father Cummings was immistaka­
ble. Immediatel~ complete silence 
would fall ' in the blackness of the 
hold. First he would give 11 few 
words of encouragement, and then 
he would say the Lord's Prayer. 
During those few seconds we 
thought of home, of OU!' mothers, at 
gardens, Jakes and mountains in 
America. And then-'that's all, 
boys'-and our vespers were over." 

Then came an evening when 
Father Bill was unable to stand lip. 
Forty-three years old, he was weak­
ened by severe dysentery and thirst. 
Eventually he lay on the hatch 
where he had blessed so many oth­
ers; a body deserted by the spil'it. 
His body was hoisted high, and the 
Japanese delivered him to the sea. 

The only Negro aboard was Ser­
geant Robert W. Brownlee, a genial, 
cheerful and diligent soldier who 
had been much prized as the top 
mess sergeant of the 26th Cavalry. 
He had a family of five children 
awaiting his return to Manila. Hav­
ing helped many others on the ship, 
n&- CIOntra4t.d both dysl!lltery and 
cerebral m alaria and died 14 days I 
out "Of Formo~ 

An tillct" "111 limns callell W 1 
POlnl's IP" nl" t [ootLmU Cel1l(,f. 
1.i ut nnllt c.:olllnel Maurie F . 
"Moe" Duley. wounded in t he Takao 
bombi ng, passed aw, y from acute 
dysentery. 
Leaves 	Card t r Ilis Mother 

On e woun <led soldi el' 8!>kcd 
c,eol.g L. Curtis, a Ncw Bedfo rd 
• ncl M nnila auto a gcll l, whetiler heImi ght I'CSt hi s hpar! in th l! ('Icier 
111 n 's lap, }\noll1 r gave Curti s /I 

c<1rcl [01' his m Olher. 
A you ng so lrher \'.' <\$ weeni ng s no 

• O. in • "i r I could onl y moke my l ife 
woet II foul' N il b C(OI'C I go," , 

On' man k ept, !:3ying, "1 ha VCS1J ch I 
pain ill m y ,lIes t can't stand i l . I 
,'impl y a n't. " A companion in th e 
same hrt wo ul<l oollle him w il h 
"hold out jllst ano ther two cia. ~ . " 
T his dia lo,:tuQ wen l o n un ti l he 
wound 'u man ma naged to sav a I 
h11I[- antecn 1: w a leI'. M aJdn g- his 
complaint w it.h n new no te of deter­
m ination, he udoenly he ld the can­
leen ofI at arms leng t.h a no with 1111 
his summ oned force s t l'uck himselt 
in til e brow. 
r "We cOllJd not bel ieve tha t t hel'e 

lVa s 3n. way that a man could ('om­
mit. u icide w illi a canteen," said onc 
surv ivol', "bu t we sa\ it done." 

Conunander nrjd~ t F ounu Dead 
Com mander Frank Bridget had 

been fading rapidl y. He had an e.·­
tr eme case of dian'hea, so acu te 
tna t he sometimes moved In a daz . 
Once. wandering on the open de k, 
he must ha ve clashed in th e dark 
w ith n lI try. He was foun d at the 
bottom of one of th e forward h olels. 
beaten up but with his clothing s till 
iu t ct. W hen dea th came. like many 
ot the prisoners, he probably did 
not (lven know that he was going. : 

Lleu t na n l Co lonel Georg Ham· 
ilton !nhc L"i led t h~ ~rey g bardine 
riding breeches llridget had worn, 
w ashed t h m out in sea waler hv 
e~pecial pcr m is:;ioll of a g U<lI'd Dnd 
lil '~ aid "I' DOal!;wa in Tay lol·. (Inri 
<ll"e\\' I hem 011 w i LII pride. These fa­
mous iJrc('ehe!( made Hamilton the 
hest-dressed prisoner an e ' Ma jor 
Haberl V. N elson, an Army elcn ti!> t 
w ho nosse.~s d the warmest wnrd­



'

hereafter whIch they both expected 
enter shortly, and repeatedly 

ed around the plug. But every
I T1.'~ 1;' 0 1AT HE"L SHIP morning someone would sit up In his 
/), .:JL '1 Y l.J bay and yell, 'Where's the dirty 50- ' to 

and-so who stole my water?'" urber said, "I'm worried. lwant to 

B · d D· f B · But. there was also Lieutenant get baptized."ler rl oet Ies a ter eatIn0 i Colonel Charles 1. "Polly" Humber, Brownell, a Catholic, thought it 
~ ~ ' a football man at West Point, who proper that Surber, a P:-otestant, 

shared his water with many others should be baptized by a Protestant 

Fro' m a -Jap' Sentry before diarrhea and thirst took him. r ite. By now the prison ship was 
Fails to Get Beautiful Icicle in Japanese waters and not a single 

.. . . .. I The search ~or water was .as re- , chaplain was alive, sane' or strong
'rel ' robe in the pit. Yet when thiS prized splrlted and. charming o.ld ma,n, a , morseless as If they were In ~he 
I tlclothing 'reached Japan, it was worn younger officer called hll!l' HIS 24.0 Sahara. '!1 remember a morning 

,to c~ by other men the secondary own- pounds shrank and he died of ex- four days out of Japan when some- on 
r t ~~e: leI'S having gon'e to join the originals. haustion ~nd expos~re. one peeked over the ladder and saw 
~y, As they scratched brown sugar The Navy senIOr Lieutenant that there was sleet and snow re-
us. so~e fl'om the hold Lieutenant Murray Douglas. nephew of the famous maining on the deck," says Chief 
olng ° 1' Day, a field artillery officer from tree z:ing historian of.the Univer~ity Yeoman :rheodore ~; Brow~elJ, of Trump, 


New England who had gone to of Arizona, ~howe.d .hlms~lf partlcu- Fort Smith, Ark. 1 sneaked up 

ter Princeton, told them of his maple IlarlY unselfish, giVing hiS strength the ladder, creP.t on de.ck al!d saw 
ked, In sugar business. "When we have a to wash the befoul,~d wo~nded ~nd the most beautJ~ul . t.hlng In .the 
t mat- ' reunion of alumni after the war, cheer them up, God IS lookmg world-a long, thiel, ICicle. But Just 
~oyage ' we'li serve my maple sugar," he ,after us-we'll make Japan safely, as I reached for it the Jap sentry 
e pris- said. He never reached Japan. I know." . . '. saw me. 

robbed An air forces warrant Officer, Some of hiS patIents did, but not '''Kudai!' (jook out!) ,he yelled 

In the William Keegan, had gone through Douglas. . and came for me with his bayonet. 


gar fell bombings and thIrst with unbowed Arthur Bryan's Game Grm I had scooped up a snowball to make 

spoon- head and had been strong enough Cold and starvation erased the sure 1 had something even if 1 miss­

er. The to h~lp bear the dead ashore at p,erpetual game grin of Lieutenant ed. out on the icicle. But in scr m-

GW eat-ITakao, Formosa. ' Suddenly he col- e,;ommander Arthur M. Bryan, of Ibhng out of the way of the bayonet 

hulls; it lapsed of malnutrition and thirst Cynwyd, Pa. , II lost the sno\vball and fell back into 

brown and died. It was not all hero:sm. Quarrel-' th~ hold agam:, empty, handed and 
larrhea Lieutenant ArthUr Derby, a H~r- ing.and thcf~ never ceased, A whole thIrsty as ever. , 

vard graduate from New YOrk City bay full of Interlocked men would The Navy chief, slender and m~- I 
suck- and Virginia, had been suffering dispute loudly over such a matter dium-sized, had found a c?mrade .m 

Manila- amoebic dysentery when he left as when to turn over and rest on a long Army beanpole, Private WII- i 
er pos- Bilibid. Often he said, "I'd give the other side. All had to turn or liam Earl Surber, of Colorado 
k. 'fhey $1,000 cash for just two sulfaguana- none;· there was not room for dif- Springs. "We Jay together like a 
missive, ldine pills." Though unwounded, he fering postures. But some !1ad worst tablespoon~ and a teaspoon," 
r their ldrooped away with malnutrition wounds on their right Side, some Brownell. "But 1 got the best of the Father

i or fate. land finally faded out. on the left . .. Not only was clothing it. He was Il?ng enough to keep me ' 
s.ofSan l A field artillery officer, Lieuten- stolen fl'om the dying, but water warm, ~ut 1 ,V8sn't long enOUgh , t~ 
.Y., SH.lI 'ant Wayne W. Alder, of Salt Lake from the healthy and well. keep him warm ~t the two ends. 

nce, HIS City, who had become unbalan,ced , "There were fello\ys who tau~ht Surber, ~he more III of th~ ~wo, h d 
edhead- after the Takao bombing, recovered thcmsel,:,es how to siJp down beSide alternatmg perIOds of deliriUm and 
ihaplam, his reason but passed away. Lieu- you .whlle you were asleep,. open normalcy. In normal<:y he talked 
e Army tenant Colonel Louis D. Barnes, of your canteen and without a soun~ abo~t wantl~g two things: to eat 
IY, were Massachusetts, of the Army medfcal of swallowing drink all your water, one mor.e dish of meatballs and 
he spec- co ps had been able to help his fel- said a survivor. "You would try sPll.ghettl, and to have a rel;Ularr 
ltain Jo- low 'physicians little. "A tough- hard to sleep with your fingers lock- baptism.se suede ___J..--= 
Ine ' else. 
st from 
d given 
able to 
crohn E. 
as in a 
n being 

[of Bur­
airy of­
services 
caU 'at 
hubbub 

Then 

enougtl to approach Surber. 
The chaplain Brownell counted 

was Lieutenant Commander H. 
R. Trum p, an Episcopali an who was 
lying eft a few bays unable to move. 
Since :~urber could 'not be moved to 

Brownell was trying to 
build up the chaplain 's strength 
enough to walk to the SOldier's bay. 

But the chaplain would accept 
food but no water from the Navy 
chief. On the 27th he died. "Tec', 
you've got to get me baptized," Sur­
bel' kept saying. "I've got to be bap­
tized somehow today. If there arc-
n't any chaplains can't you baptize
me?" ' 
' Brownell could not refuse. Hut 

he had no water, not even a table­
spoonful. "I didn't see any way 
out," ays Brownell. "So 1 did some­
thing that 1 guess any clergyman 
would think pretty awful. 1 baptized 
Earl with my own saliva. 

"1 s imply put my fingers in my 
mouth got enough mOisture on 
them;o that he could feel it, and 1 

says said, 'I baptize thee in the name of 
the SOli and thc Holy 

Ghos:: " ' 
SUlber's exprcssion became more 

peaceful. Before · first light the 
mol' ing of the 28th, about 4 A. M., 
Bro\\ nelJ noticed that his friend's 
body had grown cold. 

_ ,COPYrIgh t 19~51 
1\I NDAl'-As the prisoners lee 

Jal.a 4 out of 9 dio of hunger, 
thirs' and exhaustion in one da}', 



IDEATH CRUISE ON HELL SHIP 

IJapsStripped Captives, 
Sprayed ' t~iem in Cold 

A

American Prisoners Verging on Pneumonia were 
'Doused on Deck with Disinfectant Guns 

FTER ".9 rin.1}S of agolliJ th9 says one officer, "bu t you could see 
,~l/.rVlVor.' . af til €I .. Veat!1 that they ' could not help being 

<':1'//.I8e" arnve at last in Japan. shocked. 
Gearge W elle-r today continueR "When 'Lieutf'nant Colonel Be..ch­
hi., dramatic story 0.1 the 1,600 "I' walked out, his shirt clotted with\ 
A merica1l pnsoncr3 transpol't- , filth , a dirty towel wound around 
ed fram Hi/ibid Prisan, Manila. his brow, his beard and hair hanging
0111.11 ',.1:; 1.cere still a/i.vc whe1l down, and gave them a feeble sort 
the hell ship reached Maji har­ of salute, then leaned back against , 
bor. the bulkhead as though just doing-., . that had exhausted him" with slop 

. - , By GEORGE '\~~LLER buckets on one side of him and the' , HEy'saw and 'smelled Japan the morning's dead ort the ot.her, youT 30th ot January,1945.. ' The bays could see tha~;he M~ji officials were 
by now had much more room. In taken aback. ' 
C'hief Yeoman Theodore R. Brow- It was mid-winter, the tempera­
nell's bay, for example, four out ot ture just above freezing. The Japa­
nine had died; this proportion was I nese lined the prisoners up' on the 
about representative. ' deck and ordered them to strip 

On the last night, off the entrance naked. They were then sprayed with 
to Moji, there was a submarine at- disinfectant from blow guns-hair, 
tack, with American torpedoes blast- face, beard and then the whole shiv­
ing the night with flame as they ering body. Many prisoners were 
struck the shore. But finally they in pneumonia's first stages already. 

I were in the harbor of Moji in north- Meantime the Japanese doctors 
ern Kyushu, and the net closed be- were looking down into the ,pit., 
hind them. ' :where some of ' the unmovable 

The neat little Japanese offieers wounded still lay. An overpowering 
came aboard amI' asked for the sen- odor of urine and excrement arose 
ior officer present. , to their nostrils: "Dysentelliy!" said 

"They ' tried hard not to show it," (Continued on P. S'. 16, Column Two) 
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HELL SHIP VICTIMS 

LIVED IiERE 


Lt. Col. Robinson and 
,Major Latimer 'Died 

of Jap Tortures 
Two young Philadelphia Army 

officers were victims of the "Cruise 
of Deatb". 

Lieut. Colonel William Leslie 
Robinson, 3d, formerly of Wayne, 
died ,at sea in the last stages of that 
journey. 

MaJ'or WI'lIiam J. Latimer, Paoli, 
died off Subic Bay, Luzon. 

From an officer who was with 
him when he died, it was learned 
that Colonel Robinson, at 29 one 
of the youngest officers of his rank 
in the Pacific, went through almost 
the full gamut Of horrors revealed
In the series of articles in The 
Bulletin by George Weller. 

He was one of the 1,600 American 
prisoners consigned to the hell-Ship 
Oroyku Mal'u, and survived the 

DEATH CR UISE ON HELL SHIP 

Only 435 Men still Alive when F reighter 
Pulls into Japanese Harbor 

fContJ~\.fed Crom the First Paa:e) 

the doctors, and ordered a general ~e~~~i~;'I;~"tt~~~d ~[{hJ:~~r:~c~~~cVr.~~ I.~;!~ :!i~~~~. his plant berore Icceptlng Army com­
examination. LJ~ut. Gordon S. Bf'nson. or On'goD. Air Corps . Capt. Jr, D. LeHnl'!'r: Capt. McKinley. or 

In Japan, where things are never rrom Takau wounds: LI. Colonel Ehln Barr. I'eno: Capl. H. R. Nuller, 4U\ Marine•. 
done the easy way if a psinful one D~C~!~~'~nO~:~~~lr.C~ntu::~~~I¥:,~~. ~ooJt'~~g~~i Wcak OtIicer Trips on Curb 
exists, the diseases of evacuation are ,~;gn~;; : or thl,.t: Major Carl B.ehr, ,f'IOld The Japanese now ordered the 
not checked by the stool test In use LI. Col . ~V11llam R . (;rol•. exhau,tlon and prisoners ashore. They walked slow­
every\Vhere .else. The Japanese use de~i:~:it!O~' slln~r" nnl., marine communlca- I~ about two blocks to a factory a~-
a long glass ·rod. lion. oHicer. Cavlte. dltorJum In a large warehouse. 

Laying down their atomizers the LI. Carl t·on,kr. nr West Vlr.lnl.. took a fall making a 6-inch curb," . t . f • th ftfaJnr JO"t'ph G.nahl: I,t. F.dward E. Gllbn ,Japan.ese m . ernes went or e Air COli". a youn••n~ popular o[[lcer who died says one officer. "Most of 1he men 
Americans with the long glass rods. of .hra pnel W"und. ~e5pl" gonerou. help or walked with sunken heads, dragging 
~e prisoner~ below, whose infec- COU~:~:·itou'm.n. Army. formerly at Pal_WRn their heels. I could not understand 
tlon was unmistakable, were spared., ~~p., CO IOtny. or starvation and e.po.ure; Chid why, as Eoon as we reached them. 
But for reason~ fathomable only to ~;i';.'r"~~~~.!~~l;I':!·~?~t~t~c~. H ..lln•., Lt. peopie on the sidewalks would put 
the Japanese mmd, the corpseS lying ~OIOt'; ~I~ ' l"C~olloN'aY-COOk; Lt. Jam" E. handkerchiefs to their faces. Then 
on the deck, about 15 in number, I'~~' er.• ver y. . M .. 200th Coast Arlll- I realized it was because we smelled I 
had to be tested too. Ev~ry d,;ad tlO~' a;~I. d·~~,';'J~.~~"Llnd.ay. artillery, exhaus- so terrific." ' 
man underwent the same Ignommy , Capl. G.nr•• Koulman. or New JemY. The first arrivals in the aUditor- j' 
as his living. comrades. c.~:r~\~:[rTrt:llie~~a~m~:;· .~~.~~~: ~:a~~; ium, which was without seats, look- • 
Yank Dies Changing His Clothes Corps. ed for water. "We found it, deli- I' 

The Japanese officials were also IInL~~~!. Sf~~~~"an~e~;:~~r s~a';;~"'~~~~a~~':;;i cious and bitterly cold, in the inflow : 
bombing of that ship, the' horrors dissatisfied that there were several ,at)f~j:~~lIb.rt 11. Rernolds. died or lugar dlar- tank of a toilet. Before the Japa- : 
of the tennis· court at Olongapo among this last ba tch of dead whom rhea. 6th Cav.lry. nese could do anything, hundreds: 
Point, Luzon, and a second bombing nobody could identify. Capl . attn Shamblin. 01 Albuquerque. 200th had lined up. They drove us back, L 
aboard the horse-carrying freight- A little clothing was distributed; ~~a~l..A~\iril,;y~o~~rtA:1~I~~r~~h~~~~r~r~~ Ci?:~:: but later they loosened up and al­ . 
er to which he was reassigned, only t th' fi h' t (;olonel 51. Cilir. Engineer>. or wounds; Capt. lowed us to go in a few at a time." 
to die of dysentery and other dis- ~~~~s 7~~ir. 1frst s~~~s. r~ sA~~~ ~::;:~. l~t.Lh".!~· ~~{~~~r'.:I:~;,m~~r. ~~e:'~~~~~: The Japanese ordered them to 
eases brought on by lack of food, warrant officer, while changing back brilliant engln«r. wounded In Takau bombln•. ' take off their shoes. Few obeyed; 
water and air. to ' his clothes after the "medical co~~ttU~r:I~~:y~ Thorpe, of Clovis. N . M.. 200lh 

Colonel Robinson was one of .the examination," collapsed and d.ied on ' Capt. Cecil R. Wel.ilko. Stat. of Washington. 
American officers captured· on the deck under the eyes of the Japa- Here Is a list of prisoners believed 
Mindanao when that island gave up nese doctors. on good atIthority to have died dur­
following General Wainwright's ing the three sea trips, but with evi -

The last muster aboard the ship
surrender and for two years was was· called. It showed 435 men still dence as to place contradictory or 
executive officer of the Japanese alive (a few survivors" say 425). missing: 
prison camp at Davao untll its ad- Many were sinking and beyond re-
ministration was taken over .by the ·call. But the last voyage by sea 
Japanese. In June, 1944, he was had been ended with about one-half 
taken to another camp at Manila, the men ,living who survived the 
probably BlJibid Prison, from which Formosan bombing, or a little more 
the "Death Cruise" captives came. than one-fourth the men who left 

Just before gOing aboard the Bilibid on December 13, 1944. 
Oroyku Maru last December 13, Here isa skim-list from the more 
Colonel Robinson, who had lost his than 400 men believed to have died 
vision, dictated a letter to his wife, during the final 17-day voyage
Betly, now living in Washington, 
D .. C., in which he told something of 
the horrors of the Japanese camps, 
bl't expressed the hope that he 
would some. day reach home safely. 

An officer now in Walter Reed 
Hospital told Mrs. Robinson that he 
saw him buried at sea off the coast 
of Formosa. He was unable to give 
the 'date, but Mrs. Robinson was 

where not mentioned previously. 
Lieut. ReI Alon. ct T(xas; Capl. CaI'J Abner. 

Air Corps. d1ed ot dysrntery. 
~1.Jor Jamf'1 C. Blannln«, ot ColorA-do S prings 

and South Dakoh ; Lieut. Commandr.r Daniel 
Boone; Major Babcock. ot St. Augustine. Fla., 
who ran onto or srlt· prope!1cd lun battcrle5 on 
Bataln: Capt. Daniel J. Ba.rr,., 24th Fl~ld Ar tll ­
Jery. Pr1nceton graduate. In New York h otel 

~===~=~~===~=== 
dead on January 23, 1945, by the 
Japanese, i's now known . to have 

previously informed by the · War died on December 15, 1944, when the 
Department that he died January Oroyku Maru was bombed and sunk 
21. ' 

Colonel Robinson, who formerly 
lived at 221 S. Aberdeen av., Wayne, 
was apppinted to West Point in 
1933, after his graduation from Rad­
nor High School, and was conunis­
sloned In 1937. Shortly after his 
promotion to a captaincy in 1941, 
he was assigned to General Mac­
Arthur's staff in the Philippines. 

His father, Hanson Robinson, 
lives in Spring City, above Norris­
town. Colonel Robinson is survived 

off Subic Bay. His wife. Elizabeth, 
has learned this from survivors of 
the "Death Cruise." I 

' Major Latimer set fire to an am- , 
munition dump at Bataan before its 
surrender and was on the next to 
.Iast boat to leave Bataan for Cor­
regidor. He was flown In a Navy I 
plane to\Mindanao on April2!l, 1942"1' 
There he served as an ordinance of- ' 
ficer to Major General William F'j 
Sharp. He was taken prisoner at 
the surrender of Mindanao, May, 

by two sisters, Mrs. James Dean of 1942. After he spent nearly two 
Spring ' City, and Miss Elizabeth years in the Davao Prison camp, 
Robinson of Wilmington, Del., and where he was PX officer, Major Lat­
by three brothers, Bennett, of Bryn imer was transferred to Bilibid Pri ­
Mawr; Hanson, Jr., of Detroit, and son, Manila. and Cabanatuall 
Hamilton,a sergeant now stationed ,Prison. On December 13 last he 
In the Philippines. went aboard the Oroyku Maru with 

Major Latimer, 36, of LeBoutillier .the l,600 .prisoners from Bilibid. 
lane, Paoli, previously reported A graduate of West Point, he was 

-~nt ,to the Ordnance School at 
Watertown, Mass., M. 1. T., and Har­
vard School of Business Administra­
tion by the Army. He went to the 
Philippines in 1940. His wife and 
four children, Dorothy, William Pe­
rot. Mary Elizabeth and Sally were 
evacuated in February, 1941. He 
has a daughter, Ann, he never saw. 

Lleul. Colnnol Ande"on. 4th Morine•. Shan.­
~~~erL:~~IPr~~~~: a~~e~~mOile~JncJnn.lI. copra 

MaJnr Ralph W. Brown. chaplaIn; LIeut. f'BtU" 
Brunton. ot Sa.~ FranclsC(), 24th Fleld Artillery 
and PhUippine Scoutt:: Capt. Rob~rt Bulando, 
or Boston. 26th CavRlry, tOUJitht In Vlnyans. 

Lif!-ut. Col. Clair )1. Conzelman. 60th Coast 
Artillery, Corregtdor. 

H~:::: I~~~~tp~:td~:;;~~ :l s~<~~~a~;r~r ~i::: 
ohaU H. nurl. 

LI. Commande. John,nn. physician : Lt. !· 
:'SW_d" Jordan. 011 operator from Cobu who de- . 

they were beyond caring. The pris­ • 
oners squatted on the concr'ete floor. ' 

(Copyrl,ht. 1945)' ' I; 
' 

TO~IORROW-F'inal Chapter of,
"Death Cruise on Hell Ship." II.' 
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of the youngest officers or ms ["an A the Japanese mind, tile corpses l YUI !; ii:"~'';-iO SI·lv.r·Cltr. 1'1 M 200th Cou t MlU­
in the Pacific, went through almost on the deck a bout 15 in number, lery. . . ., I realized It was because we SmelleU \. 

the full gamut of horrors revealed had to be t~sted too Every dead LI. Co l. Jamu R. LlndDY, ullll",••ma •• - so terrific." , 


. f t' I . Th . . . Uon and dehy drMfon. .•. \ ' in the senes a ar IC es In e man underwent the same Ignommy Capl. Gear•• Kaufman, 01 New Jeney. The 11.rst arnva!s m the audltor- . 
BulJet.in by George Weller. as his Jiving comrades LIeut. War... H. M"kham, of Lon. Beach. ium whIch was without seat.s look- , 

. .. CallI.. Coast artillery officer attached to Air , . 'W f d ' t' d I' ,He was one of the 1,600 Amencan k D' Ch . H' CI th Corps. ed for water.' e oun I, e 1_ \,
prisoners consigned to the hell-ship Yan ICS anglOit' 18 o · es LI.ul. . CUlond Kenneth S. "S"ede" OI,on. cious and bitterly cold in the intlow : 
Oroyku Maru, and survived the The Japanese officials were also ~ltn.;~;.g.trJeer and lormer camp commandant tank of a toilet. Bef~re the Japa- : 
bombing of that ship, the ' horrors dissatisfied that there were several Major GlIberl H. Re,nold., died of I.gar dlu- nese could do anything, hundreds: 
oC the tennis court at Olongapo among thi~ last batch of dead whom rh~:~161~t~:';~~';'blin. of AlbUQ.'~Q.e, 200th had lined up. They drove us back,ll ' 
Point. Luzon, and a second bombing nobody could identify. Coast Artillery; Capt. Karl Schr""dcr, 01 ClovIS, but later they loosened up and al- : 
aboa;d the horse-carrying freight- A little clothing was distributed; Z~I:~~12:.thcl;~r~s~:;I~~I~::: odr;~~~J~; ~:~:: lowed us to go in a few at a time." : 
er to which he was reassigned, only .some men got their first shirts, Jam.. Scanlan, Inlanlry. formerly of Penn"l- The Japanese ordered them to ,
t d 'l of dysentery and other dis- th th 'Ir "rst shoe· An Army Vlnla Highway Patrol; LIeut. Col. Fred S.lnl. k ff th' h Few obeyed' • o e 0 ers e · ,\ ". brllllan t .,nolneer. wounded In Tak•• bomblno. ta e 0 elr S oes. . . ' 
eases brought on by lack of food, warrant officer, while changing back Llc.t. Jo,eph 'rhorp., of Clovis. 1'1. M., ZOOth they were beyond carmg. The prls- : 
water and air. to' his clothes after the "medical Coast Artillery. 0 ers quatted on the concr'ete floor. j ' 

Colonel Robmson was one of . the examination," collapsed and died on Capl. CedI R. Wdchko, Stat. or WashIngton. n s I: 
American officers captured' on the deck under the eyes of the Japa- Here is a list of prisoners believed ICopyrlght, 1945) i 
Mindanao when that island gave up nese doctors. on good authority t.o have dl~d du~- TOMORROW-Final Chapter of ,: I
. G I W' right'sfollowmg enera amw
surrender and for two years was 

b d th h' ing the three sea triPS, but WIth eVi- "D th C ulThe last muster a oar e s IP dence as to place contradictory or ea . r se 
was. called. It showed 435 men still 

on H II Sh'p"e I . • 

executive officer of the Japanese alive (a few survivors' say 425). missing: 
prison camp at Davao untH its ad.. Many were sinking and beyond re-
ministration was taken over .by the call. But the last voyage by sea 

hat.e~tl~~~I~!!I:n:~:::;: ~~hc~~~~~nne:iJ.s~~~:~ 
buyer for Procter and Gamble. 

Japanese. In June, 1944, . he was 
taken to another camp at Manila, 
probably Bllibid Prison, from which 
the "Death Cruise" captives came. 

Just before gomg aboard the 

had been ended with about one-half Major Ralph W. Br."n, chaplain; Lleul. "Bill" 
the men .living who survived the Brunton . of S09 FroncJ.co. 24th FIeld Artillery 
Formosan bombing, or a little more ~~dB~5~~~P~~~h s~~~~iry~afot~u~~~bf~' ~:~!~':t~~, 
than one-fourth th(.' men who left Lleul. Col. Clair ~I. Con.elman, 60th Coa.t 
Bilibid on December 13, 1944. Artlllery, Corregldor. 

Oroyku Maru last December 13, 
Colonel Robinson, who had lost his 

Here is "a skim ..list Crom the more If~:::: f~r~:~t~:~~~~~~~ ;~s~('~~~a~!r~r ~::rt~ ,
than 400 men believed to have died IhaU H. lIurl. 

vision, dictated a letter to his wife, during the final 17-day voyage ":-~d ..':,°o~~~7~~r op!,~~~~;~~o~hJ':~~I'~~o ~;:
Betty now living in Washington, where not mentioned previously. - - ­ -sz 
D. C.:in which he told something of 
the horrors of the Japanese camps, 

Lieut. Ru Alon. 01 T,us; Capt . Ca.. Abney, ' 
AIr Corps. dIed 01 dy..ntery. 

b\.<t expressed the hope that he .n~a~~.t~~!:;;t~Ia~~":t~' ~~;.~~r::~r S~:~I~~ 
would some day reach home safely. Bnone: AIaJor Babc.ck, of St. Augusllne. Fla .. 

d who ran onr or stir-propelled tun b;"Ltcrle!S on
An officer. now In Walter Ree Bataan; COI,t. Daniel J. Barr" 24th FIeld MIIl ­

Hospital told Mrs. Robinson that he lery, Princeton graduate. .In New York hotel 
saw him buried at sea off the coast I~======~======= 
of Formosa. 'He was unable to give dead on January 23, 1945, by the 
the date, but Mrs. Robinson was JapaneSe, is now known. to have 
previously informed by the · \'Var died on December 15, 1944, when the 
Department that he died January Oroyku Maru was bombed and sunk 
21., 

Colonel Robinson, who formerly 
lived at 221 S. Aberdeen av., Wayne, 

off Subic Bay. His wife. Elizabeth, 
has learned this from survivors of ji
the "Death Cruise." 

was appointed to West Point In Major Latimer set fire to an am- , 
1933, aftet his graduation from Ra.d­ munition dump Ilt Bataan before its 
nor High School, and was corrum~- surrender and was on the next to 
sioned in 1937. Shortly after hIS last boat to leave Bataan for Cor­
promotion to a captaincy in 1941, regidor. He was flown in a Navy i 
he was assigned to General Mac- plane to\Mindanao on April 28, 1942 .. 'I 
Arthur's staff in the Philippines. There he served as an ordinance of-

His father Hanson Robinson, ficer to Major General William F. 
lives in Spring City, above Norris- Sharp. He was taken prisoner at 
town. Colonel Robinson is survived the surrender of Mindanao, May, 
by two sisters, Mrs. James Dean ,of 1942. After he spent nearly two 
Spring City, and Miss Elizabeth years in the Davao Prison camp, 
Robinson of Wilmington, Del., and where he was PX officer, Major Lat­
by three brothers, Bennett, ot Bryn imer was transferred to Bilibid Pri ­
Mawr' Hanson, Jr., of Detroit, and son, Manila, and Cabanatuan 
Hamilton, a sergeant now stationed Prison. On December 13 last he 
In the Philippines. went aboard the Oroyku Marti with 

Major Latimer, 36, of LeBoutillier .the 1,600prisoners from Bilibid. 
lane, Paoli, previously reported A graduate of \'Vest Point, he was 
====~~=~======~= , < nt .to the Ordnance School at , 

Watertown, Mass., M.I. T., and Har- I 

vard School of Business Administra­
tion by the Army. He went to the 

'Philippines in 1940. His wife and 
Ifour Children, Dorothy, William Pe­
rot, Mary Elizabeth and Sally were 
evacuated In February, 1941. He 
has a daughter, Ann, he never saw. 
====-_......~ = -=......-:=0 
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DEATH CRUISE ON HELL SHIP 

161 of 435· to Survive Voyage 
Died after Landing in Japan , 

TODAY George Weller, fill­ One group or officers able to walk 
. ishillg his dramatic story 0/ were taken by streetcar to a camp 

the "Death . (JTldse. all Hell near Moji where a few American en­
Ship," adds grim details of the listed men were already housed. 
arrival of the prisoners ill Ja­ "Never did officers feel so grate­
patl 49 days after they left lUa­ ful to enlisted men as we were to 
nila. Gilly 1,35 were a!i.ve out of them." says one officer. "They had 
the 1 600 who started all the a lillie coffee. some powdered milk 
tlo;lJage. and 161 of til ('se died ill and sugar hoarded from a Red Cross 
Japanese liospitals alld prisoll package. They prept'lred some for 
camps.· . us. 1 cannot tell anyone how that 

tast!'d. 1 can only say that the tears 
By GEORGE WELLER 'bl'oke out of our eyes. We had come 

As told in Saturday's instalment so far. We had suffered so much." 
. the 435 survivors of the death <?f approximately 135 surviv~rs. 

cruise arrived in Moji Japan Jan- officers alld men. who were carfled 
I,uary 21, 1945, many at the p~int of ~o the M.ojJ hOspital. about 38 die~ 

death from disease exhaustion IUld III the first two days. About 8:1 

malnutrition. ' . died in. all there. Of about 100. chief­


They were stripped. subjected to ly OffIC~:S, who~ w~nt to camp. 3 , 
cold showers on the 1r.ezlng decl( of near MOJI about u~ dlcd. Of 97 prls­
Ith .· hell · h'p and .all-en ashore to loners, mostly enlisted men, taken 

e B I ~ h t .by train tQ camp lLuMr amuta 15 
a large warehouse where. t ey sa I die . Of abOUt 100 O!lJ~mwno ~ent 
on the concrete floor. . .' to camp 1 near Fukuoka, about 30 

Rice was brought In, hot and died. That's 161 In ·all. 
tempting. But the Japanese order- I d d
d 'f t asld until the roll cflll . The hand of 11 ong ea c«?mrade ' 

e I pu e. ef nearl IIltt:rvened to protect the hves of 
was made again, a matt roy the weak but living An army war 
an hour. Then. there wa; an uplift rant officer, Lacey·O. Jenkins, had . 
talk by a new mterprete . caught diphtheria in Takau. When 

"In Japan," he said, "food Is val- the Americans asked for serum to 
uable. You must not waste food. If. cure him Lieutenant Toshino and 
you waste food, y~u will be shot:" Mr. Wad~. his interpreter. simply 

Th.e prisoners listened apathetl-iturned their backs . • Jenkins. a man \ 
caIlY.. It would ."ot have moved of 200 Ib'l.. snrank rapidly Rnd soon I\I th~m I .~ he .had said they would be ldied. Now. in Moji. the case of 

! bOIled ' III ~Il. What mattered ,~as !Jenkins was resurrected. For the 
I·that the . rIce was cl~an and wh!te ' home authoriti~s It reflected little I 

I~n~ even had some gmgered radish foresight on Lieutenant Toshino. of- i 

In It. ficer in charge of the prisoners, and I 
Volunteers we'e mustered to Wada. An J fc.r the prisoners diph­

carry the extremely ill to a hos- theria meant Quarantine. Quaran­
pital. The party began to break up. ' (t'ontlnuetl On Page 30. COlumn Thr••• 
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Hell Ship Survivor 
. I

-'COL. BRADLEY DIED' DEATH CRUISE ON HELL SHIP 
.OF SUFFOCATION· I Colonel from Philadelphia Nc 

Two other Death Cruise 
Survivors are Now Among Victims of Jap To: 

Patients here (Continued from the Flnt 1'a,.) I 
tine meant that they could not be .End of Terrible Yo'

Three more o!!lcers associated 
with Philadelphia were o'n thedeath cruise. 

.They are: Lieutenant COlonel 
James V. Bradley of the Marine 
Corps who died on the cruise; Ma­
:jor Marion R. Lawton of Garnett, 
S. C., recovering from his ordeal at
the Valley Forge Hospital and Lieu­
tenant Joseph Goodman, a patient 
at Tilton Generai Hospital at Camp 
Dix. 

A student at Villanova College, 
reading an Instalment of . George 
Weller's "Death Cruise on Hell , 
Ship," appearing in The Evening ll 
Bulletin, learned that his uncle, a First Lieutenant 
Marine Corps officer, suffocated on JOSEPH GOODMAN 
the ship a~d wa~ not killed when it ," 
was sunk In Sublc Bay. / , j ed a .Maline. Offclers School .at his story~ after Japan surrendereq"i 
. Private Lawrence J. Bradley, who quantico, gettl~~ a regular c?mmls- to an American rescue party, listen­
Is. completing a V·12 course at Villa- SlOn when he fInished there In 1929·1 ed in silence as his hearers said 
nova preparatory to enter a Marine . For several mo~ths he .was sta-1what they thought of the Japanese. 
Corps officers candidate school" tlOned at the Phlla~elphla Navy 'When they had .fInished, he said, ; 
wrote 'Weller after reading the No- Yard, the .nephew said, an~ then, "yes. the Japanese are as bad as you 
vember 19 instalIl!ent: a~ter dut:( In Cuba, served With M.a- say. But we. the 300 or so living. I 

"Since this was the first news my r~n~ d~taJls on .the battleships Mls- we were devils, too. If we had not 
family and I have had regarding SI.SSlppl, Wyo~mng anti Pennsy~va- been devils. we could not have sur­
the death of my uncle, I am writing ma before gomg to the PhilippInes vlved. When you speak of the good 
to ask whether you have any details a few weeks before the attack on 'and the heroic, don't talk about us. 
on the matter Pearl Harbor. . . The generous men the brave men 

"\Ve have b~en able to learn noth- His wire, Mrs. Mae Bradley, and the unselfish men' are the men w~ 
Ing except that he was 'killed in their two daug~ters now live In left behind." ' 
action' in the sinking of the prison Long Beach, Callf. List of Dead in Japan 
ship. Of course, your article bears Lawton \Vounded on Cruise I 

(lut that he died the first night.and ' . . - A partial list of prisoners on the 
not in the bombing <of the ship), as M~Jor Marl.on R. La",:ton •. 27, a death cruise who are definitely 
we had been informed." tiurVlvor of the death crUise, IS now known or strongly believed to have 

at the Valley Forge Hospital under reached Japan and died thereafter: 
Promoted while a Prisoner treatment fOJ: disabi!lties brought OFFICERS 

The nephew disclosed that while on by starvatIOn, ben-berl and two LI.ulenanl Colono.! John J. Alklnson. I 
Major Bradley was a prisoner. he wounds.. Major I ••w narber, ~u.rllla, dIed 01 pn.u-i 
was promoted to lieutenant colonel Major Lawton's home Is at Gar- monla at MoJl: Major Jolm F. Beall, of CIOVI"j

H d t d f N. M., 200th Cout Artillery; Caplaln Frank
and that he won a spot promotion nett, S• C. e was gra ua e rom Bovee. graduate of Unl....lty 01 MlehI,an; ' 
to his former rank while ()n the Clemson A. and M. College In 1940 Lleul.nanl Command.r O. M. Brook•. 

1\" 11 23 Id Captain Leo Cr.....r. 41.d at Moll camp; Ma-battlefield In the Philippines. and wen.t to "an a u.s a -year-o Jor H. CopwelL 
Colonel Bradley whose home was second lleutenant of Infantry, Octo- , Caplaln Clyd. EI1, 01 811... City, N. M.. 

Portland, Me., w~s a graduate ofl ber 25. 1941, about six weeks before 1 2~\~u~~~S~1 As~~~:'1ordon; il.ulenant P. T. 
the University of Maine and attend- the Jap sneak. attack on Pearl Har- a.o.... dIed at MOll. camp of pneumonia; Lleu­

bor and the Philippines !en.nt John Oambl.; Captain Adolph H. 
. th d' h . GI...ck•. 01 San AntonIo. 

, F 0 IIOWIng e surren er e was In C.ptalr. Howard numphrl... 
, "the death march of Bataan" and Caplaln Fr.d Jordan, of Clovl., N. M., 200tll 
Says tllat g" I d 1 'ld Coast Artillery.. 1.lS Y or ea was ml. Captain Benjamin L. MacMakln; Lt••t.nanl 
compared WIth the hardship and Colon.1 Mack; LI.atenanl WIIUam J. McXen.... 
suffering of the death cruise. ~~pu~l~a';;~rf:-s~i'~-:-~~~~~ln Sh.rman. Ord­
I When Lawton went on the Oroy- nance; Captain Fr.d Sherman. 01 D.mln~. N. 

Iku Maru he weighed 140 pounds. ~;;n~o~~~.t~::i:f.7y; ~r.t~i~~~::~~lon.~~~!: 
having spent nearly three years In MeG. Sulll.an, 01 San Frand.co. M.dlcal CorPi. 
Bilibid PrIson and the Davao Penal Ll.ulenanl H. B. Wrl,hI. 

Colony, and when he got to Japan ENLISTED MEN AND CIVILIANS 

49 days later he was down to 80. He Prl.ale M.l.ln B. B••chln" Army. died Feb. 

\veighs 160 now. 4, near MoJl; Chief MachJnIst'. Ma te J. J .


Bel'der. died March 18 of ddlc1ency c1lu:ue a t 
He says he swam ashore from the Omuta, Loul.vlll•. Ky.; PrIvat. Roberl T. 

first hell sh.ip when it was sinking :::.~~./~,::ri.r~I~a,.,,;~b~f lW~I~~~ll~o~I.; l~J;::: 
frd'ln American bomb attacks off 7. at Omut•. pn.umonla and d.nd.ncy dlluoe; 

I Subic Bay and praised Corporal ~~;r· Lawrence Brlsc.e. Army. Feb. 3, D••r
I Cannon Rasmussen, of Utah, who Ha,rve, Lee Deatherare, clvman, Compton.\Imade four trips. back to the boat to :i:iicI.~~~· dl~~"~~ Omuta of pneumonia and 
, rescue fellow prisoners who couldn't statt S.r,.anl Clar'"ee D.ck.r. Army. F.b. 

! s~v!m ashore. Rasmussen died of de- ~: ;:!~r~!~l~'b:r,;::.a:t;:~it.Male %1. Gear,. 
I 

, 

I 

flclency disease after he reached f·i ...1 S.rr••nl Fun~ Tim O"a': 1211t In.
Japan fan try Feb 12 near MOJI' PrJva~ Boben aArmy: Feb.: GUl. jr.• 11. ~ear Mojt. • i cer throughout trip; Lt. Bruce Lanrdon, Navy 

MaJor Lawton was hit In the SerKeanl William O. Haumo. Marin" Idoctor.. I I
left ha d d' ht h . Machinid'lI Mate Ho,,'ard Jacquin, Feb. I '. at Capt. E,ventt l\i. ~Ie.de" ex-Nebruka faotba 1 

. n an rig c eek by flYIng Omut•. 01 pneumonl~ and deUcl.ncy dll ....1 Play,;;; Capt. Jam•• McMioOn. ?r Carlsbad. N. 
bits of metal when the second hell Syracu•• NY' Phlllp Joohua Jo, clvlllan' M .••OOth Coast Artillery. Lt. NIchola. Mlhal!­
ship was bombed by American fliers u. S. O;dn,~nce".mpIOY'. at Omut.. March 18. ~1;1;~~~nt~~iJt~le'2~:~tM~~llXl~~!I; ~~~J.ll';';'dn~:

off F of d.fI.l.ncy dlsea.c. Portland. M.. ~om•..,.; Capl . Moore. or CIIIoqo. 

ormosa. P,rJvate Martin T. Lackey, Army, Feb. I, near Lt. CoL " IIJI&m D. North. Army doctor: Lt. 
Lt. Goodman Wounded Also MOJI. , b..ld Nub. OSN. Mlnd lUUo. 

PharmacIst 5 Mate 2/13 Ilalpb Stephen Ne" Maj. _ etuson, Armr ; MaJ. 101m P,.zl" marine 

First Lieutenant Joseph Good- ~;;'~~I!~~r:tc3~~!:: ~~.f:I~I.clenCy dis.... and ;In:;;t:;c;;rp:;r;;c.t;.:;;r.==========~== 
·man, 32; -6230 Old York Toc.d." was -rrt__Jhlm.unon. Army. Jan. 31. at 
Iaboard the Hell Ship. He is the ~,.;:~~t~G~I~~~J:!:::"A~~~~:.I.i5~~~~~ 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Martin GoO<!- Moll. 
man PrJvate AliGr N. Salden, Army, Feb. 3. near 

• I Mojl: Yeoman lie Benjamin-Ford Sierel, March 
Lieutenant Goodman was wound- '6. At Omuta. of pneumonia and depclency dl,­

ed on Corregldor and spent 22 ea~";I.~I~wJao':.k:·Al;Y!"·W_ Army March 1 .'t 

months In Bllibld Prison. Later he Omuta. of d.flclency dl.....·, Cano'; City. COl: 

was transferred r 


sen t down into the Mitsui coal mines· 
at Omuta to labor for a cent a day,l IP~!!lIl11111l111Dmm!~!pmmll!l!!!lllDiIllIDlIIDIIIIllll!!I!!IIIm 

not at least for several weeks. They 

did go down, eventually, and one' 

man of every six died there. 


A Cavite naval officer, Lieutenant 
Edward Little, of Decatur, Ill., who' 

, 

was one of the "old 500" that had ' 

,opened camp 17, seeIng the thin : 

line of survivors from the cruise,l 
march In, asked the camp physician, I 
Captain Thomas Hewlett, of Crystal 
River, Fla., how many had died. 
"If you want to see dead men," re- I 

plied Hewlett, "there they stand be-. 
fore you." 

An officer who survived, telling 

Map show s route of " C ruise of Deal 
Japan. I n se t shows Moji an the soul 
island of Kyushu, where American pI 

49-day ordeal 

LI.ulenanl Chari.. Browu. of Deming. N. M.. 
200th Coast Artlll.ry; Captain E. L. Brown. In­
i~J~~'.~~rir.\itc:e;~ahiBm!te;?l~tle~l:~~

• I 

~~ta~:o;,::~ ~~I!in"f Nebr..~a. Inrantry; 
Major John Curt:'. Field Artlllery. New York; 

~:lr:r'rl!~:M.~:.ari'~;;:-in;~t~.C:rl~b~t~a~~~ls~
Artillery; Lleutenanl John E. DuHy. or Notre 
D~r::t~~.~·:[:·l,tYEr~~;~~~iCof~~~p~~a~~l,n·N. c. 

Capt. Gus. C. Francl., or Sail Lake City. FI.ld 
~~Ii~~y; ~I.l. John Fowl.r. 26th Caval,.,.. or 

7olal. D...lrht F. Gard•. or Seattle; Maj. Ar­
tIlur L. Iron•. Army dentl.t. 

Lt. Col. "Johnn)f' John~on, acUvc itaft ofn-

Maj. R e,;"', 
ofUceI ; Lt. fl. 

Lt. (;O r J ilt" 
Arthur BhRn 
officer on fT..r 

I engin eer: OIDI 
M.. 200th C 
Albu qllU'QUII, 
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t t M'I 23 ldbattlefield in the Philippines. and wen. 0 ani a as a -year-o
Colonel Bradley whose home was second lieutenant of Infantry, Octo-

Portland. Me., w~s a · graduate of ber 25. 1941, about six weeks before 
the University of Maine and attend- the Jap sneak attack on,Pearl Har- O.or~e. died at Mojl camp 0( pneumonIa; Lie•• 

.. bor and ~he Philippines. . 
FollOWing the surrender he was In 

', "the death march of Bataan" and 

t he sJifp a~d was not Jd lled w hen It - " . , . I An' ot!icer who survived. telling I 
was sunk In Sublc .Bay. /' ed a .Mallne. Offclels School .at his story. a fter Japan surrenderee:\, 
, Private Lawrence J. Bradley, who ~uanl1Co, gettI~~ ' a regular c?mnus- to an Ame rican r escue party. lIsten-' 

1& completing a V -12 course at ViIla- sian when he finished there In 1929·1 ed In silence as his hearers sald 
nova preparatory to enter a Marine . For several mo~ths he .was sta-1what they thought of the J apanese. 
Corps officers candidate school. , tlOned at the Phllad.elphla Navy When they had finished, he said, ; 
wrote Weller after reading the No- Yard. , the ,nephew . said, an~ then. "yes, the Japanese are as bad as you 
vember 19 instalfl'!ent: a!ter dut~ In Cuba. served with M.a- say. But we, the 300 or so living, ' 

"Since thiS was the first news my r~n~ d~talls on .the battleships Mls- we were devils. too. If we had not 
family and 1 have had regarding ISI.SSIPPI ' Wyoming anti Pennsylva- been dev\)s. we could not have aur­
the death of my uncle, I am writing nla before going to the PhilippInes vlved. When you apeak of the good 
to ask whethel' you have any details a few weeks before the attack on and the heroIc, don't talk about us. 
on the matter. Pearl H~rbor. . I . The generous men. the brave men, 

. "We have been able to learn noth­ ~is Wife, Mrs. Mae Bradle~, and the unselfish men. are the men we 
Ing except that he was 'killed in their two daughters now live in left behInd." 
action' in the sInking of the prison Long Beach. Calif. List of Dead in Japan 
ship. Of course, your article bears Lawton lVounded on Cruise 

t th t h d ' d th f ' t . ltd . . A partial list of prIsoners on the 
~u a e Ie e u's mg 1 ,an M~Jor Marl.on R. La\,:ton,. 27, a death cruise who are definitely 
not in the bombing <of the ship), as survivor of the death crUl.se, IS now known or strongly believed to have 
we had been informed." at the Valley Forge Hospital under reached Japan and died thereafter: 
Promoted whlle a Prisoner treatment for disabilities brought OFFICERS 

The nephew disclosed that while on by starvation, beri-beri and two LI••tenant ColGftel John J. AtklnlOn. 
Major Bradley was a prisoner, he wounds. . Major L.,. Dub.r. lIu.rllla, dIed or pneu­
was promoted to lieutenant colonel Major Lawton's home 1s at Gar­ ~.on~~"~:t~l;co~~Jolrt~::ry~· ~:~Iia~! ~:':!'k 
and that he won a spot promotion nett, S. C. He was graduated from Bov... rradual. of Unlvmlty or Mlehllan; 
ItO his former. rank while on the Clemson A. and M. College In 1940 Lleulenant Commander G. M. IIrooko. 

says that grisly ordeal was mild C~!~t!i.!I1~",;jamln L. MaeMaldn: Lle.lenAnl 
compared with the hardship and cO~~:::.!'::~:J!,le~~:!~~I:I.llla.. J. Meaenalo. 
suffering of the death cruise. Captain Earle ShUe,: Captain lih........ Ord-I When Lawton went on the Oroy- nanc.; Captain Fred Sherman. 01 Demln•• N . 

I ku Maru he weighed 140 pounds, ~~~nk~O~!~.t ~~i~f::'; ~~:!~~::~lon.~= 
havIng spent nearly three years in MeO. 801llnn. of San Franelsco. Meclleal CarPI. 
BlJibld Prison and the Davao Penal Lle.lenant H. II. WrJ,ht. 
Colony. and when he got to Japan ENLISTED MEN AND CIVILI""I 
49 days hiter he was down to 80. He Prl..te Melvin II. B..ehlnlr. Army, died J'eb. 
weIghs 160 now. ~d~~~ d~e"J\,,;~I'!8 ~r""d~ln~i!~c,M::~ !i 

He says he swam ashore from the Omut" Loulovllle. x,.; Prlvat••oItuI T. 
first heJl ship when 't I k' Borns. Army. died Feb. 1. n..r MOjl; Prlval4l 

I I was s n Ing Edwin J. Botler, Army. 01 Whltvmo. H. C" Feb. 
I frdm American bomb attacks off 7••t Omut•. pneumcnla and de!lel.ncy dl_,,: 
I Subic Bay and praised Corporal ~~rl~to Lawrence Brlseoe. Arm,. Fob. 3. neer
! Cannon Rasmussen. of Utah, who lIuve, Lee Deathe... ,e. c1vman. Compton. 
) made four trips back to the boat to ~:h~I'~~;' dl~"~~ Omuta of pneumoola and 

rescue feJlow pl'isoners who couldn't Starr Sor,.anl Clar.ftce D.cker. Arm,. Feb. 
swim ashore. Rasmussen died of de- 12. near Moll; I'harmaelst', Male l ie Geor,. 
ficiency disease after he reached D'Fr~~ia~:~~!~i iO~~arT~J1'owai. mat tn-
Japan,. rantry. Feb. 12. near Mojl; I'rl..t. IIobe" G. 

M 
. GlU, Jr" Army. Feb. 11. near Moll. 

aJor Lawton was hit In the S.r, ... nt WlUlun O. ItaKemo. MorIne. 
left hand and right cheek by flying o~~~~~ln~it·~:.:.:.~~:"':~~ J::11:":';c~·~'I.!~'~~ 
bits of metal when the second heJl Syracu••. N. Y.; phlUp Joshua JOY. ctvillan 
ship was bombed by American fliers ~i ~;t~f.~~n":I,:~~~o~or~l~n~~~~', lIfarcb 18. 
off Formosa. Private Martin T. Laekey. Arlll)'. Feb. 1. near 
iLt• GOOdman Wounded Also lIt~~"nnaelol" Male 2/ . Ralph Stephen He,. 

First Lieutenant Joseph Good­ ~~~~I!~ryatc~~~~:: ~~a~:I~:lenCY dis.... and 
-man, 32; ·6230 Old York "Toad, 'was -l'rI__Ra........... AnD1. Jan. 31. at 
aboard the Hell Ship He is ''the Omuta. of d.Dclen.,. dlJ..... Monticello. Utah; 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Martin Good­ ~~r.w I.Jut B. Be7llolda, Army. Feb. I~, near 
man. . PrIvate A.tor H. Said.... Army. Feb. 3. near 

Moll; Yeoman 1/ 0 Bo",,_", ·"ord sl.,el. March 
Lieutenant Goodman was wound- 8. at Otnuta. or pneumonla and deficiency dl•• 

ed on Corregldor and spent 22 ea~~·I.~~wJa.'l.,::eAI~!a·W",", Army March 1 ~t 
I months In Bilibld Prison. Later he Omut•. ot d.lIclency ell....... cano'; City, COl'.
I was transferred to a prison on Partial List of Probable Survivors 
Ii Luzon. He was wounded a gain In ''I the arm and leg during the Yank PartIal list of prisoners ~n the 

I air attack on the Oroyku Marun oft ' death cruise who a~e defmltely
ISubic Ba ' Iknown or strongly believed to have , 

I ' reached Japan alive, and not known 
GraduR ed fr om Germantown to have died subsequently: 

High School and the Phll~lPhla, OFFICERS 
I Textile I!lstitute, Goodman worked Lleutonant Allen. Field Artillery. Jo,.a; Cap-

as a textile salesman before enlist­ taln Gar, Anlolf. 01 Los Ancel... Arm, AdjU· 

l
ing on D~cember 6, :1;.940. He w~mt ,la~aj~:n~~1 L~~~~w::en~rry. of Burlingame. 
overseas III March, 1,41, to Mantia. : Call!.. 88th FIeld ArUlIery; LI.,,1e1l&nt Colonel 
After the 49 days on the "death/' Corti. ~~hor. marino. ' of· Chlcaro, lut com-

I crUise," he was liberated in Mukden, mandlnr ottlcer of death crul.. prisoners; 

Sol1tlz 
~~ina 
Sea 

s. 

Map shows route of 
Japan. I nset shows Moji an the 
island of Kyushu, where American pr 

49-day ordeal 

Llclltenanl Cb.rl~ BrOWD, of Deminr. N. M.,
200th Coast Artillery; CaptaIn t. L. Brown. In­
fantry: Llel!1!:nanl Chnlet' Brill. 3015t Flold 
ArUUery; tJe\!irhiht bl'f'!BPd Meker; Lieuten­
ant Thorn.1Ii Bodlc. of Nebraska, Infanto'; 
Captala .lark Baldwin.

Major John C.rt;,;. FIeld Artillery. New York;
Major William Chan.kr. 26th Cavalry; Caplaln
W.lter "on&ldll-on, Deminc. N. 1\1 "0 200th Coast 
Artillery; Lleutea.ant John E. DuUr. of Not~ 
Dame Unlvenlty. Cathollc Arm, chapla.ln. 

Capt. "Eric" Erlc..on. or Chapel Hill. N , C,
Capl. G••• C. Francll, 01 Salt, Lake City, FIeld

Artlll.ry; )Iaj. John Fowl.r. 26th Cn.lry. or 
Boston. . 

Maj. Dwirlll F. Garde. 01 Seattle; Maj. Ar· 
UI.r L. Iron •• Army dentist. 

Lt. Cot. "Johnn,,' Johnson. Active staff ortl­
cer throughout trip; Lt. Braee Lanrdon. Nay)' 
doctor. ICapt. Everett W. Meade, ('x-Nebraska football 
player: Capt. Jamrs McM:-nn. of Carlsbad, N. 
M .• .200th Coast Artillery; Lt. NJehola.s l\fihall· 
off. Infant ry , Seattle; Maj. \ '1'1'11 MeCollum , of 
Carlsbad, 200lh Coast ArttUlery; AlaJ~ Mont· 
I'omf'ry: Capt. M.,ore, (If Chlcqo.

LI. CoL William D. North. Army doctor: Lt. 
David Nuh . USN. Mindanao. 

~faj. r olen.D. Army; MAJ. John p,zl,. marine 
inte:rpreter. 

Captain Leo CrUller. died at Mojl .amp; Ma·Jor H . Cop.oII,
Captain Clydo EI,. of 8U..r CIt,. N. M.. 

: ~\:a~~~!t A:!~~:~~rdon; Ueolenant P. T. 

~;;:::ke.J~~"s.~':"~~~IO. CaptaIn Adolph II. 
Caplalr. Ho..ard lI_phrl... 
Captain Fred Jordaa. of C1ovl•• N. M.• 200th 

j Manchukuo and flown home. He lSI ' I now a patient at Tilton General ,;
I Hospital. . 

Goodman weighed 165 pounds but~ 
1I05t 65 pounds in Jap prisons. Com­
menting on the HelJ Ship story, he 
said conditions were even worsell ­
than they were described by George 
WelJer in The BuJletin. 
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Lt. Col. Tllom3.1 J. H. Trapnell, Cavalry, Dt~,o: Ph:1rm. Roy 2. Lynch. 
~:;~~e ;~~~i ~~~ltC::n t~~~.ghout trlPr, • tormer ! Al~~ar~v·t . F{e~~~r t: )~~~~~C~imYI 

Major Arthur "Oie-MaD Army" Wermuth, ~ Texas; p,' t. Rlcbard E. McCartery, Army. 
o! Chl~ago; Lt. Col. O. O. I'Zero" " ' Ibon; Lt. · dad. Cal. : Jf)Kph O. Meek. ehlUan, Manlla; 
William Wake. or Seattle. AIr Corps. I ChJef Yeoman Winfred A. )UtchQD1. Houston. 

~ ~ d 
Lt. EmU Ubno..-Jcz. lssth Coast Artillery, ITe~3.S; Pharm. Estel B. lIters. Loulsv1lle, Ky. 

avy a r EXLISTED )IES AND CIVILIASS . Pvt. Gene Ortel"', Army. Albuquerque: Pvt. 

This list is virtually complete and I g~~~~. ~~e~o~lk~~:;;y.L~~g;I~~:~·L~ ; ;::i. llV;: 
beheved accurate: Inic 8 . Price. Atmy. Montgomery, Ala.; " Pvl. 

~ 
, p,'t. Don Raymo!ld Anennn. marl:1e. War- Dean O. Prono,·ost. Marine. Mlsl!oula, Mont. 

Ortu re rin ~ton, Ore,: p"t. ~e-;'nho.ldt A5cbenbrenner. · Ph:um. Floyd C. Rapp. Longvle'R, ¥lashlnc­
m,~.:.:ne, D~nve r. Cclo. , Pvt. Andrew J. Ayers, ton; Pvt. Eustace O. Robert~ . Army; St:"t. Joseph 
A ...'J... H. Robertson, Army . Rock Sprin1:'s . WyomfnJ:; 

Fred 11. ~:u:kbaus. Navy. San FrancIsco: Pvt. Pvt. Ernnt Lero, Robln.llmn, Army. KLngma n, 
':.I?yd A. Biddy, Marine. pad~cah. Texas; ChId Indiana; Pharm. Eu,ene F. Ro;en. l'oIllroy', Ind , 
1 eor~an Tht'odore R . . Bro"nell, Fort Smith. Pvt. Edllto'a.rd Inae Smith, Army, Dexter. 
,:rk., Pv~. Ralph H. Bilcilanan, Army, Geraldine, N. ~1.; !\fachlnl!:t Walter C. Smith, Na.vy, San 
~. oll~ana . p,·t. OrUnza A. Bull~ck. Army. DIego; Pvt. Due ' Smithwlck, Army, Windsor, 

P,I, R.ay R. CaldweU. Army, Prl. Raymond NOrtil CaroUna ' P I Sydncy G Snow ~rmy
~~:'{S~:ri~~If~~'n 1.ii~rl~~~ha~~~ev~\~~k~!1~~tg~~~ ~~yneSVJIIC , La',; ~v~rrant Orrl~er CufroJrd L: 
Pharm. !\Iate Dca5 A. Coburn , Charleston. S. S'oIof'd. Navy. Chulla Vista, CalH. " T , 

c.; Sgt. Rich<trd J, Costello. Marine; warrant Pharm. Lester R. Tappy, Nta ..ar.1, \\ IS .: 
O!ficer Jt'remi:lb l'. Crews, Navy, San Diego; Pharm. D~nald E. T;tpseott, Mason City. Iowa . , 

I
Pharm. George W. Crowell, or Berry. Ala,: P~t. B~atswalR Cbrenu. M. Til)'lor, ~loverd8 1 e" 
Charles G. Crupper, Marine. Tyro, Kansas; Va., Pvt. Elmer C, Tenney, Army. Fred G. 
Georle L. CurtIs, auto agent, Portsmouth, 0 .• Threatt, CI~lllan, MInden, La. ; I'harm.. Albert 

!and New Be(Hord , Mass, J. Tybur. lit. Johnson . N. Y . 
' 1 Pharm. William 1'. Derric.k. or P:lnay, P. 1.; ~hle~r PhOlrm . !oh,~ F . Vern?n. Fresno. Callr. : 

· J'vt. WHer J, Des!tJ.uer: Chid TechnicIan i p'.t. Kenne~.h "'?" u:k, Arm~, Oklahor.14 CI~y,l 
· CharI" Dlmiao, Na\'y, Morris Cove, Conn.; P\'t . 8t.n ',dal, _Oath Coa::lt Artille ry. 
lharm. Merrill E, Dodson. or Charlton. Iowa.l P.. t . Robert R. Walkcr, M:lnne. New Orleans: 

)lach, Mate Au;-;ustin R. Ga;non. Worcester. p,·t. Dona.ld J . W~tson, Army, San Francl3co; 
Mass .; Robert L. Gart'ia, clvlllan, Los Ang~les: Pvt. !t[ondd Whitc, Army, Barrett, W. Va .;
,\'t. )Llrion J . Gibson , Army. San Luis Obispo, Sbip's Cook Laurel W. Whitworth. Bourne, 
Ca l.; Pharm. Carl B. Gordon, Oakland, Cal.; Texas; P\"t . Robert :\1. Williams, Army, Tuc ­
Sgt. Leonard D, Grcen, Army, New Orleans. son, Ariz.; p,.t. Jamcs J::. Wj!litead, Marine, 

I Pharm. Allred S. HaKstron . Plantern'lIle, Pro,'o, Utah; Pvt. J oseph William ""ol!, 
, Conn., n ow on dut y at Phlla, Navy Yard; Pvt. Army, St. Mary 's, M~sourJ; Pft. John AI'\'iJ:I 

/1) . I Raymond G. Ha"nes, ::\!arine, Spartansbur~ S, "'ood, Army.
iff. ,,at:;. C.: Pvl. Jack lI.uro,... Army, Ollv~HllI.'TeII'.l.; Prisoners on death cruise whose 

aCylC R::~~~:\'~: ~'. I:~~;'~~: ~:~;~'P~~t~~O~ve~IC~.: Ifate was not ascertained by the 

J~ Ocean Pharm. John T. Islock, NorthsIde, Pittsburgh, " war correspondent, George "'Yeller: ' 
Pl·t. Wilbur D. Johnson, Marine, Nc',v Plym- I=== ======= 

~~~,' ~~~O:k~~lt.. :'l:1j. James Joseph Jurd31l, Ma- i 

10 P.I. Lloyd W. Kuhn. Army . N.w•.! a, Ok!a.:I
· M . Z;lchary Ku~h , Army, Elbert. West Va.: 
rrl. GeorJe J . KUSl'.k, Army, Oklahoma CJty; 
Yvi. Harold G, KUrvcrs, ::\-farlne. St , Paul. 

Sct. Warren T, LackIe, Port Orchard, Wa.!'ih­

t? ~rton: Boahwajn J~S5e E, L('e . San Dl:;ogo: . 
, Theodore Lewin, civU13n, Huntington. Cal; 

.... ,. OKINAWA 11 ....1.7 P. Lbk... clvlllah, Chicago; P,t, Rob-
V' a t L. Lonr. Army: Pvt. Gene Lotspcck, ArmY'1 

oydab:a . Tn.: Pharmacist John H. Luther , 
·lelnl. Neb.; Pl't. Fred A. Lu.d,,'J:. Army, San o ,= -

~ 
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of Death" from Manila to 
Moji an the south rnmost Japanese 

American prisoners ended the 
49-day ordeal 

F.~~~~:;". ~~.~ 
301.t Flrld 

ftr; Lleaten­
', Inr an try; 

y, New York; 

1 

'lrY; Captain 
. :lOOth Coast 
try, or Notre 
!hapl,In. 
el HIll. N. C. 
Ik. City , Field 
b Cnaln, or 

Ue; Maj. Ar­

he starr orrt ­
'&D,don, Navy 

"uka rootball 
Carlsbad, N. 

chotas Mihall ­
McCollum, or 
)I&J. )font­

~j doctor; Lt. 

P,d,. marine 

Maj. fteC':.naJd n, "Bull" Ridgely, Jr•• m('ss 

o!1i~~r~o~. t'J~-:dSt' ~,e:d.. Artl~I~~~"10_' -... 11 "-' .. " 

Arthur Sh n . ot Wuhln.rton, acth'c It&ff 
oHlcer on tr ip; Lt. ( '(,1 .. \, ... . ....... . ... eo. , . .~ - -. " 
engln~cr: Capt. ('u h T. Skar ,or Clo~·tS. N. 
M • 2iJoth Co Art1l1n),; Lt. Lcmo)'lIe stdes, of 
AibUquerque, lOOth C 02 t ArtHluy. 

Maj. Aken. Army,
Lt Arthur B;lrrctt, U~ do~to~ tl~urn~ttU 

~~:~ ~;r~ls8:~~d C:::n~3 a~n~enC,~et~reaC:t~ 
1 1n poor condtUon. 

Warren Garwlck, USNR. manalee of 
Country Club and assistant mADasu 

Mo.nl1a hotel. 

K~!~. Kl~~y °il:~:~;e:tfo:~';n;jce~~lyw~~r .. 
Lt. Mc~Janu5, N••y chaplain, Catholic. 
Capt. Tom Shone. of Wlnne'nlUcCA. Ney., 

PhJl1pplne Arm)', gra.duate -of Vnlvusit1 ot: 
N~"ada 

Lt. Col. Warner. of Baltimore. former In­
terlor decorator; Lt. "BUI" WUllams. Arm, 
engineer; Lt. \l' iJkinl, shot through breast an4 
shoulder at Oloni:1po. 

Lt. Zerphas, 	Catholic chaplain, 2Ei~ Clva1r'7. 
(CopyrIght. 1945J 
(THE END) 

I 

I 

I 



	DeathCruise01.pdf
	DeathCruise02

