
     HIROSHIMA

AUGUST 6, 1945

NAGASAKI
AUGUST 9, 1945

EMPEROR HIRO HITO SENDS MESSAGE TO HIS SUBJECTS
BY RADIO ANNOUNCING THE END OF HOSTILITIES

JAPAN SURRENDERS 
AUGUST 15, 1945



JAPANESE LISTEN TO RADIO BROADCAST
BY EMPEROR HIRO HITO INFORMING THEM
OF THE SURRENDER ON AUGUST 15, 1945

MANY AMERICAN POWS IN JAPAN HAD THE OPPORTUNITY
TO WITNESS THE JAPANESE LISTENING TO THE RADIO

BROADCAST BY THE EMPEROR HIGHLIGHTING THE
SURRENDER 



SIGNING OF THE PEACE TREATY WITH JAPAN
SEPTEMBER 2, 1945

A DAY OF FREEDOM FOR THOSE AMERICAN
PRISONERS OF WAR INTERNED IN JAPAN FOR THREE

YEARS AND FIVE MONTHS



RESCUE AND RECOVERY OF
PRISONERS OF WAR BEGAN

IMMEDIATELY

OF THOSE INTERNED AT VARIOUS PRISONER OF WAR
CAMPS IN JAPAN AND OTHER AREAS OF THE FAR EAST

AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER 1945

IMMEDIATELY UPON THE SURRENDER OF JAPAN
GENERAL MACARTHUR INSTRUCTED THE JAPANESE OFFICIALS TO
ACCOUNT FOR ALL PRISONERS OF WAR UNDER ITS JURISDICTION

EACH PRISONER OF WAR CAMP WAS TO HAVE A PW SIGN
PAINTED ON THE  ROOF TOP OF EACH INTERNMENT FACILITY

FOR THE PURPOSE OF DROPPING FOOD, CLOTHING & MEDICINES
TO THE POWS BY AIRCRAFT



This map of Japan shows the
location of over 100 prisoner

of war camps where the 
prisoners of war were utilized by

various Japanese industrialists
as slave labor at its facilities.   

At various locations the POWs 
were working at facilities that
produced armaments for the
Japanese Imperial Army to be

used against American troops in
the Far East.







This map of the
Tokyo Bay Area of
Japan shows the 
location of a large

number of prisoner
of war camps 

where American
prisoners of war 
were utilized as 
slave laborers. 
This area had a
large number of
heavy armament
manufacturing 
facilities.  These

facilities were prime
targets of American

B-29 bombing 
which caused  

the death of many
prisoners of war.



B-29s dropping food,
clothing, and medical
supplies to American

prisoners of war of the
Japanese military.

It was a tremendous 
task, finding over 100 
prisoner of war camps,

and dropping fifty 
gallon drums of food,

clothing, and medical
supplies to prisoners

of war in Japan at the 
end of World War II



Prisoners of war at Omori
prisoner of war camp near

Tokyo greeting their rescuers.
This group or prisoners of 
war had been subjected to

cruel and inhumane
treatment for over three years
and four months.  They had
 been subjected to slave 

   labor at various industrial    
   sites in the Tokyo Area.

OMORI POW CAMP



POWs at Omori prisoner of
war camp near Tokyo  hailing  

  the Naval party arriving to 
rescue them and return them

to freedom.

OMORI



OMORI POW CAMP



OMORI POW CAMP



One of the more serious POWs
rescued at the Omori prisoner

of war camp near Tokyo.
This POW suffered immensely 

from malnutrition.

OMORI



OMORI
POW
CAMP

OMORI



OMORI



OMORI



OFUNA
NAVAL 

INTERROGATION
CENTER

Camp used for 
interrogation, 
frequently with

excessive torture of
selected POWs

Mostly officers and 
any men who were
submariners and 

airmen.
It was the only

POW camp under
the control of the

Navy.
Cmdr Shashizo was

tried and convicted
for war crimes and
sentenced to 25
Years at hard labor.

OFUNA INTERROGATION CAMP



OFUNA POW CAMP



Ofuna was southwest of the 
center of Yokohama and served

    as a transit camp where the
“kempei tai”, the counterpart to 

the German Gestapo,
interrogated the POWs, often by  

torture.  It consisted of barracks
located around a large open

area, surrounded by a tall fence   
with barbed wire on top.  The

sleeping area was covered by a
thin bamboo mat, and in the

corner they had 3 cotton
blankets which had to be

 folded at all times during the day
There wre no mattresses or

pillows of any kind.  The walls
were very thin and the rooms       
             very cold.   

OFUNA POW CAMP



Ofuma POWs
awaiting

transporation to
FREEDOM

No POW who 
lived under the

terrible conditions
experienced by

them can ever say
the horrors of 

those years have
not left a 

permanent scar
upon them.

Those scars will
always be

  with them; the
visions of death
all about them.

OFUNA POWs



Location of Kawsaki
POW camps

POWs worked at the
following industries:

Oshimacho
Japan Express
Hokuetus Electric
Shintesu Chemical
Niigata Transport
Japan Steel Pipe
Japan Mining
Furukawa Mining
Japan Vehicle
Kumagai Engineering
Electric-chemical Ohme
Tokyo Shivaura Ealectric
Niigata Iron & Steel
Nisshin Oil
Nishin Mill
Mitsui Stevedoring
Showa Denko
Senpaku Coal Boat Loading
Nippon Steel
Kokosho Refinery

Ed Jackfert”s Camps





This is the Nishin Flour Mill POW Camp, also known as Kawasaki #24.  This 
camp was continually subjected to B-29 bombing raids until the end of the war.

Tokyo Area POW Camp #2, Kawasaki



This is another view of the
Nishin Flour Mill POW 

Camp, Kawasaki, Japan.
This photo was taken after

the end of World War II
by Naval Aircraft..  The
carrier planes dropped

a large amount of supplies
  to we survivors.  This    

POW facility was located
right on Tokyo Bay and we
could see all the American
  warships coming in to     

 Tokyo Bay.  The current     
  family of the wife of the
Emperor of Japan owned
the   flour mill and it is still
in operation. As can be     
    seen, the mill was          
  heavily bombed by
    American aircraft.    

Tokyo Area POW Camp---July 25--Aug 15, 1945



August 29, 1945---Freedom For Camp #2



Ed.  Jackfert

Ed Jackfert



LOCATION OF EIGHT
POW CAMPS IN THE
YOKOHAMA AREA

POWS WORKED AT
FOLLOWING :

Yokahoma shipyard
Japan steel & pipe
Osaka Shipbuilding
Yokohama firebrick
Yokohama stevedore
Dai-Nippon Chemical



  Location of Naoetsu POW
camps on the western coast

of Japan.  
Sixty pows died at

this facility.  The men worked
at a steel mill and chemical

plant in the area.  The
  camp was also known as 

Tokyo Area Branch Camp #4

Naoetsu POW Camp



Naoetsu POW
camp, also 
known as

Tokyo Area
Branch Camp

#4

Photo taken
by American
aircraft at end

of
World War II.

NAOETSU



NIIGATA POW CAMPS
There were a number of 
camps around the city of

Niigata.

The POWs worked in a 
carbide mill owned by

SHOWA DENKO
 The POWs also worked in   

      the Niigata Steel mill,     
    worked on the docks     
     unloading ships, and

handled coal products for
the steel mill along with

other work areas.

NIIGATA POW
CAMPS



NIIAGATA POW CAMP 5B



POWs at Camp 5b Niigata, Japan and the Japanese authorities that governed                  
                                         the camp.



NIIAGATA 5B POW CAMP





Handling coal shipped in from other areas for use in Niigata’s steel mill.







    ASHIO POW CAMP      
                  
  Located in the center of 

Honshu in the mountainous
area of Japan.

Prisoners of war at the
Ashio pow facility 

performed slave labor in 
local copper mines.

The pow facility was also
known as Tokyo 9B

ASHIO POW
CAMP



COPPER MINE WHERE POWS WORKED





Crude copper mining at the Furugawa Mining Co.operation at Ashio
where prisoners of war were forced to perform slave labor.



ASHIO POWs Heading Home



POWs From Ashio



Army Nurses Assisting Pows 



Pows Displaying Their Homemade American Flag



LOCATION

ASHIO
TOKY 9B

PRISONER
OF

WAR CAMP

ASHIO POW CAMP 9B



This is the Saitama Area
The Sacred Heart Convent

was taken over by the
Japanese military and

converted into a 
prisoner of war camp.



Minami Senju, also 
known as Tokyo 
Area POW Camp
#10, was located
within a railroad

yard system where
the POWs where
quartered and

worked at repairing
railroad equipment.





CAMP 10 MINAMI SENJU



CAMP 10 MINAMI SENJU



CAMP SUWA
The POW camp was 

located approximately
150 miles south of Tokyo.

It was mountainous 
territory and very cold in
the winter.  The prisoners

of war worked in iron
ore mines in the area.



CAMP SUWA
Prisoner of war
camp south of
Tokyo in the

mountainous area.

CAMP SUWA 



Pows Hailing Their Rescue Ship











POW CAMP AT AKABIRA



POWs FROM ARAI



POW CAMP ASHIO #1



FUKUSHIMA



POW CAMP #44 KOBE--TUTATABI



POW CAMP AT NAGOYA



POW CAMP AT NAOETSU AREA





POW CAMP #124--MINATO KU OSAKA



MAIBARA TARE                 
                                     



FUKUOKA #9-MIVATA, KYUSHU



FUKUOKA #4, KYUSHU



NAGASAKI



FUKUOKA #2



POW CAMP 20 SE NAGOYA



POW CAMP AT NIIGATA



  POW CAMP #8, OSAKA



POW CAMP “HOW”, NODA, HONSHU



OSAKA CAMP #9



OHASI



POWs From Camp #17, Omuta



Coal Mine Where POWs Worked



Coal Mine Where POWs Worked



POWs At Fukuoka #6, Orio



Sick POWs At Camp Fukuoka #6



Coal Mine At Orio Where POWs Worked



Location Of Camp #124, Minato Ku,Osaka





POW Camp Near Supporo



SHINAGAWA



Processing POWs At Camp #3



Fukuoka #3, Tobata



POWs Awaiting Arrival Of Rescuers



POW Camp At Tsuruga



POW Camp At Kamiyama



POW Camp 183 Kobe--Sekiguchi



Photographing POW Camp At Yahata
Destroyed ByB-29 Raid on August 8,1945



POW CAMP AT YOKKAICHI



Kashima Mine--Ohahama Camp 1B



Pows Mining Coal At Kashima Mine



POWS Rescued From Zentsuji



THIS DOCUMENTARY IS DEDICATED TO THE 11,107 AMERICAN HEROES THAT
DEFENDED AMERICA’S INTERESTS IN THE PHILIPPINE ISLANDS AT THE ONSET
OF WORLD WAR II AND DIED IN JAPANESE PRISONER OF WAR CAMPS DUE TO

SEVERE MISTREATMENT 

GOD BLESS THE USA FOR OUR
FREEDOM



THANK YOU, THANK YOU

AMERICA

         GOD BLESS THE USA

AND THOSE THAT FOUGHT

FOR OUR FREEDOM
THIS CONCLUDES OUR TRIBUTE TO THESE DISTINGUISHED HEROES
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