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and Dischargs Emblems lssued.




THIS IS A COFY OF AN AFTIDAVIT IN THE MATTER
OF THE MISTREATMENT OF ALLIED PRISONERS OF

UAR AT THE ASIIO PRISUNER OF WAR CAWP 9-B,
HONSHU, JAPAN, CERTIFIED BY STANLEY A, CHILDS,
SPECIAL AGENT, CIC, oTu ARMY ON AUGUST 26, 1947




L, PETER ZUCCO, being first duly sworn, upon my oath depose and state that; my full
name is PETER ZUCCO, My present permanent home address is 1020 Quinientos Street, Santa
Barbara, California. I was a Seaman First Class, Serial No. 632205, on the Submarine
"Grenadier" when I was captured by the Imperial Japanese Forces off Singapore about the
21 April 1943, I was taken to an Interrogation Camp, Panang, Malay Peninsula, where I
remained until sent to Singapore in July 1943, I was held at Singapore uatil about Sept-
ember 1943, at which time I was taken to the Ashio Prisoner of War Camp 9-B, Honshu, Japan,
through the Ofuna and Omari Camps, Japan. I remained in the Ashio Prisoner of War Camp 9-B,

Honshu, Japan, until liberated by the American Forces in September 1945,

ASHIO PRISONER OF WAR CAMP 9-B, HONSHU, JAPAN
W

The Ashio Prisoner of War Camp No, 9=-B, Honshu, Japan, was commanded by a Japanese

Officer named Shigeru Numajiri, whom I believe was a Lieutenant. He was about 5 feet 6
inches tall, of heavy build, wore glasses and about 45 years of age,

We were housed in a large barn-like wooden building which was inadequately heated in
the winter. There were two tiers built in this building. These tiers, covered with rice

straw, sufficed as beds for the prisoners of war, who slept as close together as possible

in the winter in an attempt to keep warm. There were four small stoves in each of the two

barnlike barracks. In the very coldest of weather fires were built in these stoves for

about two hours of the day, if there was any wood to be had., Even when the fires were

going they heated a space only about four feet around the stove, We were given three wood

pulp Japanese blankets which were never emough to keep us warm, Almost all of the men slept

and worked in the same clothes in an attempt to keep warm, thadnoehmgcmduunm-

able to wash our clothes until the warm weather started., The camp had one large cement tub

n which all the men bathed. This tub would hold about twenty men, Unce a month we were

llowed to bathe, mzlooru-nhthocqndduhtmanttin;lnteth.tubm

y the time the last man got in hte water was filthy. The latrines consisted of partially



sovered pits at the rear of the barracis and nothing was ever put into these plte te kill

the larveae and other buge which infested the place, The Japancse did rothing to atop the

spread of fleas and lice which infested every prisoner,

Although Red Cross supplies were shipped into the camp in the Fall of 1944 we recelved
none of the wedical supplies which vare containec in this shipuent, I know bhere was meds

icine in the Red Cross supplies because I saw the labels on the boxas which the Japanese had

stored ia the camp, Larly in 1945 I developed pneumonia and was ruaning a very high fever,

but the only trestwent which I received was the hot towels administered by bhe Prisoner of
War First Ald Mem, To my kuowledee the Japanese issued very little, if any, wedicine to the
sick prisoners in this caup,

The Japanese kept the Red Cross food parcels stored iu the carp and issued them out
periodically at the rate of abcut three eleven=-pound boxes for twenty men, At this rate
each prisoner got a very minute quanity of the several articles in the parcels, The Jap=-
anese lssued & total of two boxes pPer wan iu this manner over a period of tiwme, I saw
Numajiri, the Camp Commander, eating Red Cross food on numerous occasions, ile was very
bold about it and made no attempt to hide bhe fact that he was rifling the Red Cross sup=

pliess I sav the Japanese Sergeant, who was second in command the last three or four

months I was in this camp eating Red Cross food on several occszsions, This Sergeant was
about 5 feet 6 or 7 inches tall, of slender build, about 25 years of age, and was second

in command of the camp from about Harch 1945 until the end of the war., I saw several of
the camp guards eating Red Cross food, but I am uwnable to identify them im any way,
In August 1945 Lou Foss, Wallace lall and Jose Quintana were given a severe beating by

the Japanese because they had been caoght trading with the Koveans, This beating took place
h-w-lldmuudumccfah-o:horpumnhﬁnhuuh.

Nupe=
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or the details of the beatings,

/
/

in confinement, but again I can-

not recall the circums tances Surromnding the incidents,

I saw other beatings of prisoners of war by the cemp guards

any specific ineidents, victims

but I am unable to recall

or perputratoru;

Early io 1945 I was sent to work in the nearby copper mine,

I was forced to digz ome
in the

tunnels and load the small cers with the loosened ore,
the end of the war,

I worked in this mwine until

During this time I worked periodically under s
nicknamed "Blue Coat",

civilian mine guard

This guard was constantly slapping and beating prisoners of war,

"Blue Coat" would beat the prisoners with the heal of his hand and a saber-shaped club which

he invarially carried. About Mareh or April

time I was suffering from.dysentary'
latrine during the day,

and had to make several Erips to the

"Blue Coat¥ and the other two

guards called me to attention and started 8lapping me in the face and yelling at me because

I was always leaving mg work. T told them the food the Japanese fed me was no good,

"Blua
Coat" then started beating me on the head and back with

the gaber-shaped elub which he

carried,
One of the other guards started beating me with the handle

of a Cutress, a tool we used for

raking the ore., I was bheaten by first ene of these guards

of them would beat on me at the same time, I was knocked to the ground at leaat three

times
and them dragged to my feet and beaten some more,

blows on my back were go
suffered a severe pain for several months and T am sglll havin

trouble with my back as a result of this heating,

lying on the ground. I would estimate that the



5

after this I was allowed to stay in caup because it developed I had pneumecnia, I

- had been working very slowly and when I straigiteded up because I could work no longer
"Bl#e Coat" starced beating me with his fists and the saber-shaped club which he carried,.
He struck me several blows with the saber-shaped club while I was lying om the ground, I

had numerous welts and bruises on my head, arms and body after the beating, Thals beating

lasted about 10 ar 15 minutes.

“Blua Coat” struck me in the face with his fist on numerous occesioms for little or
00 reason, He struck me with one or twe hard hlows of his fiet, 7T was not knocked down

Hany other prisomers of war were bLeaten by "Blue Coat" and other mine guards but I
am unable to cite any specific incident, victius or perpetrator.
This 1s all the information I am able to recall relative to the mistreatmeat of

prisoners of war at the Ashio Prisoner of War Camp 9=B, Henshu, Japan,

(Signed)



THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY
WASHINGTON

March 8, 1946

My dear Mr. Zucco:

I have addressed this letter to reach you after
all the formalities of your separation from active service

are completed. I have done so because, without formality but
as olearly as I know how to say it, I want the Navy's pride in

you, which 1t is my privilege to express, to reach into your
civil life and to remain with you always.

You have served in the greatest Navy in the world.

It crushed two enemy fleets at once, receiving their
surrenders only four months apart.

It brought our land-based airpower within bombing

range of the enemy, and set our ground armies on the beachheads
of final victory.

It performed the multitude of tasks necessary to
support these military operations.

No other Navy at any time has done so mueh. For
your part in these achievements you deserve to be proud as

long as you live. The Nation which you served at e time of
crigis will remember you with gratitude.

The best wishes of the Navy go with you into
life. Good luck! v civilian

Sincerely yours,

James Forrestal

Mr. Peter Zucco
219 W, Haley St.
Santa Barbara, California
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¥ Commander Submarine Force, U.S. Pacific Fleet

USS GRENADIER (SS 210)
April 22, 1943
4 Men Died as Japanese POW's

Contributing writers: Hwa Mei Shen and Gou Kene Loon.

Patrolling in Lem Voalan Strait in the northeast Indian Ocean, on her sixth war patrol, GRENADIER under
Lt. Cmdr. J. A. Fitzgerald met her end on 22 April 1943. The following account of her fate is taken from
statements made by her Commanding officer and five of her men after they had been recovered from

Japanese camps.

On the night of 20 April 1943, having had poor hunting for . = §
two or three days in Lem Voalan Strait (northwest of Penang '
on the Malay Peninsula), GRENADIER ventured out ten miles
west of that place to see what she could find. She found two
ships, but before she could attack, they tumed away.
Figuring that they would come back to their original course in
2 hour and a half, Fitzgerald planned an attack to meet them on their course at
hat time. About 15 minutes before time to dive and prepare for the attack, a
lane came in on GRENADIER, and she dived. As she was passing 120 feet, a violent B &
sxplosion shook the ship, and all lights and power were lost. She was brought to |
st on the bottom at about 270 feet. The hull and hatches were leaking badly aft,
and a fire in the control cubicle kept the ship without propulsion. A bucket brigade kept the motors d
Ump was called into service to perform the task, while the electricians worked all day to restore prog.:lsaig?\.liltee;taa{\udry b




EXErtion prostrated several men, but the work went on.

&
O\

i | Toward morning what appeared to be a destroyer, but was actually an 1800-ton
w ‘merchantman and an escort vessel were seen on the horizon, and a plane was

* ‘ ' driven away by gunfire. The skipper decided to scuttle the ship then, and it was
- b done, with all hands being taken prisoner by the enemy merchant ship. The
statements of the men relate the brutal treatment they received at the hands of
the Japanese and how their spirit was kept up by their Commanding officer. The

enemy gained no information from this gallant crew, despite the worst they could
€w were recovered from prison camps at the close of the war.

At dusk, GRENADIER surfaced and continued the work of trying to restore hers_elf.
Finally, they were able to turn over one shaft very slowly, but everything possible
had been done, and no more speed could be expected.

v
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Crewman Thomas R. Courtney described the two-year stay in captivity as a "living
1ell.” The prisoners spent most of their time confined in small classrooms and cells
} @ convent in Malaysia, facing hunger and extremely harsh treatment. It was
during their incarceration that the men scratched their names on two sections of a
wall and one of the wooden doors (pictured below). In 1982, surviving
crewmembers began sending money to the convent to support its work.
-rewmember Robert W. Palmer began writing to the school board chairman, Sister
ancis de Sales. Sister Francis replied, "For many years ‘the writing on the wall'

ich we regard with such reverence was, to a certain extent, shrouded in
ery. All we knew was that these brave men were the crew of an American c
dmarine, who suffered cruel torture on our premises at the hands of the Japanese."

These initial contacts sparked an exchange of letters between Sister
¥ . particular Palmer, as well as their family members. With the
in the Grenadier saga are now gone. Sister F rancis passed aw
‘may, the etchings and other displays
went on in the convent grounds durin

_ episode in the years that followed.

Ml GRENADIER's record prior to her loss was six s sunk, for 40,700 tons, [N

http://www.csp.navy.mil/ww2boats/grenadir htm
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USS GRENADIER Page 3 of 3

M— e

and two ships damaged, for 12,000 tons. Her first patrol, beginning in

ua 1942 was conducted off the coast of Japan, and GRENADIER sank a freighter. Going to the Formosa shipping lanes
m econd patrol, GRENADIER sank a large transport and a freighter. On her third patrol, she sank a large tanker.

AD IER’s fourth patrol was a mining mission in the South China Sea, and she damaged no enemy shipping. On her fifth
dat t ]s vessel patrolled the Java Sea area, and sank two small freighters and a sampan. In addition she damaged a
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Sailors Who Died In Prison Camp
Following Capture of USS GRENADIER (SS-210) 4-22-43

; '.-.-*_': e~

o
[T

Doyle, C. MOMM1
Guico, J. G. STM1
: r ;.! C. F. MM2

ﬂ,t JL' - G W Jr. MM3

Survivors

. EM1, Albertsen, N. A. TM1, Andrews, D. "J" TM1, Barker, L. L. EM2, Barrington, C. W. TM3, Clark, L. R. SM1,
R SZ Cox, G. C. 51, Cntchlow Ji NI LT Cunningham,w M. J 52, Embry, J. C. MOMM1, Erishman, C. A
, R. R. RM3, Evans, R, E-SC3, Fitzgerald J. A. LCDR, Fourre, G. R. EMZ Fulton, B. H. EM2, Garrison R J.SCT
H §1, Harty, K. D. LT, Herbert, C. W. F1, Hinkson, R. J. EM2, Ingram, J. G. MMZ Johnson, C. E. EM3, Keefe,
, R. H. TM3, Knutson, J. S. RM1, Landrum J. D. EM1, Leskovsky J. TM3, Leshg,_ﬁ._(;mm Loftus . C
- J J PHM1 Mc Coy, C. H. 51, McGowan, D. E. F1, Mc Intyre A. G. LT, Minton, J. A. QM3, O'Brion, E. A. EM1,
"”“ F1, Palmer R. W. Y1, Pianka J. K. MOMM1, Poss L. RM1, Rupp, A. S1, Simpson J. k. S1, Stauber G. F. MMZ
0. A. FC2, Toulon,A J., Jr. LT Trigg, T. J. MATT1, Ver Valin, C. H. MOMM1 Walden, J. S. GUN, Westerfield C. W.
Ij ,G H. LCDR, Whitlock C. H. CEM, Wilson, C. M. MM1, Wise, W. E. GMZ Withrow, W. C. CTMA Witzke B. W.
k, R. F. EM2, Zucco, P. S1, Zufelt, F. GM1
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_ . I USUBPAC Public Affairs with questions or comments about this web site.
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