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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
vE Publiec Trial
MASAHARU HOMMA

Velume VI I I pges EE9 to 1034
Manila Date 10 Jan 1946
Copy Fe. 11
XXX

Lt RAFF ¢ All right. The procescution calla as
ite next Witness Captain Pedro L. Felix,

PEDR0 FELIX
called as 8'. witness on behalf of the Prosecution, being
firet duly swern, wae examined and testified as follows:
~ DIRECT EXAMINATION
Q. (By Lt Raff) Will you state your name, age, and nation-
ality?
A, Pedro L, Felix, 32 years old Filipino.

'Q. ®het is your present renk and assignment?

A, Captein, Inspector General Service, Fhilippine Army.
Q. Now, in April of 1942, were you a member of the Fhil=-
ippine Army forces in Bataan?

A, Yes, sir.

Q. Uhat was your rank and assignment, or what was your
rank end orgsmization at that time?

A, I wess a Captain since February 1942, assigned to S-3
of the 724 Infantry 9lst Division.

Q. Now, Captain, will you indicate on the map in the rear
in what vieinity your unit was on or about the 9th day of
April 19420

A, We were on the west ccast of Bagae, the extreme left
sector, The 9lst Div to which I belonged was in the extreme
left sector of Bagac. <

Q. Did you surrender to the Japamese Imperial Forces in
April 19427

A, Yes, sir, or order of the division commander of thé
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91st, 72d Division surrendered at the Division CP on 11 Aor 1942,

Q. And how meny men were with you at the time of the surrender
of your wii?

A, 111 you please clarify the question?

Q. L‘houthawnmmmmuthyouatﬂmtimoftho
surrender? :

A, To yor mean our regiment?

Q. TYour regiment or any other soldiers or scldiers of any other
unit,

A. T figure in my perticular regimemt we were about 1500 men, of-
ficers and men.

Q. Did you first make contact with the Japanese with respect to
to0 the surrendexr?

A, The first contact we had, if yon mean the physical contact, as
regerds surrender, was on the 1lth of Apwil 1942.

Q. V¥hat 414 they require you to do at that time?

A, 'Ye were recrived to surrender all erms that we had.

Qs Didwuzmhhthmmﬂuammrmlmgtho!tm‘!
A, Of I remember right, sir, surrendered about 11 o'clock on the
11th fpril 1942, and we stayed there for sbout five hours until

~ - we stayed there for about five hours until they gave us orders
to merch tt_un-dl Balanga.

Q. These of ye who were lucky to get transportation rode in auto=
mobiles and on army trucks, while the rest of the men marched on
foot.

Q. How many trucks were there at that time?

A, Do you refer to the trucks that we used?

Q. Yes, that is right.

A. There were more or less asbout - - anywhere from 15 to 20 trucks.
Q. You say that those who were lucky got into the trucks and
started towards the destination designated by the Japanese?
A, Yes, sir.

Q. How far did you go?
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A. We . .arted the afternocon of the 11lth, 2nd towards evening we

reached as far u the Pantingan River.

Q. Were you then proceeding along the main highway between Bagae
and Balanga?

A. ﬂo, sir.

Q. Flease explein what route you ugd.

A. During the war in Batasn there several lateral roads commeecting
the east coast to the west cosst, and also roads north south used as
as communicationa. In our particuler case =-=- ;

Qs Were these commonly referred to as trails.

A, They were called trails, yes.

Q. All right, proceed.

A, The 9lst Div CP wes them on irail number €, south of the towm
of Bagac. From trazil number & we marched eastward until we reached
the Pantingan River.

Q. You ssy you marched?

A, We rode. I was lucky to be one of those that rode on a truek.
Q. BEhat happened when you reached the Fantingan River?

A. Itwwae slmost dark whem we reached the Pantingan River because

the bridge broke down at that point. We could not proceed any further

so we spent the night ot the Pantingan Hiver that night.

Q. Now, vhet happened the following morning?

A. The next morning we repaired the bridge, and soon after the
bridge wes repaired we continued on with our truck, but we had
hardly gone shout twe kilemeters when we were stopped by Japanese
soldiers who ordered us to get off our vehicles, .and so we had

to proceed on foot.

Ce Wh=t happenéd 'then?

A. We marched onfoot, and just as we came near the junction bet-
ween trail number 6 and trail number 29, the Japanese soldlers
sorted ont the enlisted men from the efficers. The officers were
made to ait ms a grovp spert from the enlisted men.
Q. ¥hat happened then? !

A. ¥%e had been in the place for sbout two hours, andianddmly, I

think it was about noontime, =
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ares, and from the sttention the Japenese soldiers gave the Japan-
ese officer that alighted from that car, he must have been a very
high mkhgé:;ﬂm.
Qs Could you see his car?
A, Yes, sir.
Qs V¥hat were the markings om the car?
A. About the only merking that I oan remember was the usual Japan~
ese star, the ineignie that is used on Jap vehicles.
Qs Do you know who this ranking officer was?
Ae Yes, sir. Sl
Qs How do yon know?
As Hhile gitting in = group of officers, there was a Jap officer
that was trying to be friendly with us. As seon as that Japanese
pasgsed our place he volumtarily told us that that person was Gen=~
eral Nara.
Q. Now, after the high ranking officer left, what happened?
A, As soon as General Nara left the officer in charge, the Jap of=-
ficers and non-commissioned officers on one side of the trail and
then ellowed the privates to continue the werch towerds Balanga.
Q. iihat did they do, referring %o Lhe Japanese, to the &z‘fimu
and nen-commissioned officers? |
A. The officers were ordered to form three groups, each g;lmgs to
form colvmns of fours. |
Q. GENERAL DOROVAN : Before you go any further, I would like to
get the name of this officer steaightened out. How do you spell
that General's n=me?
LT RAFF @ HNe-a-r-a.
THE WITNESS ¢ That is right sir. _
GENERAL DONOVAN : Find out what his job was, if you can.
Qe (By Lt Haff) Do you kmow who Gmmeral Nara was?
A, As far as I can remember, sir, General Nara was T:T-'PI'”““ to be
the Japanese commander facing us during that time, opig}oling us,
rabher.
LT RAFF : On the chart he is indicated as one of tbofﬁanemls of
one of the units under General Homma. ' “I'

LS
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Q. (By Lt Raff) About how meny officers and enlisted men were there
at that time, Captain?

As 1 beg your pardon?

Q. About how meny officsrs and noncommissioned officers were left
when the privates were taken away?

A, There were anywhere from 350 to 400 officers and noneommission-
ed officers left.

Qe 4nd what happened?

A. As soon ss we have formed our line of four, some Japanese sol=
diers eame with telephone wires, the ¥-110, our own telephone wires
and started tying our hands behind us, each men counected, tied

one behind the other., I was made leader of one of these three
groups that formed.

Q. ®o on, continue on with what occured at that time.

A. bAa soon as they hsve tied us, we were marched to a ravince off
the jmetion of trails numbers 6 and 29, and once there ===

Q. Howwere you lined us when you reached that ravine?

A, From that place where they tied us, we msrched into columns of
fours, bub as seon as we reached ithe ravine we were made to face
towsrds the botiom of the ravinef

Q. Was there a Japanese interpreter who spoke o you at Shet time?
A. Yes, sirf

Q. ®hat i@ he ssy?

A, There was & Jer interpreter whko talked to us in tagaleg. He gave
statements which can be %translated this way: He say, "My friends,
you have to be patlent, This is your fate. Had you surrendered earl=-
ier, maybe we would not ki1l you."

Qs And then what happemed?

A, He ssys, "If there is anything that you want to request before
we kill you, you ask them now."

Qs Did anyone answer him?

A, Yes, sir. Some cf the boys asked that they be spared, and there
was one sergeant who claimed that his mother was a Japanese. He asked
that he be spared of the massacre, and the Jap interpreter, apparent-
1y interested in his ecase, interceeded on his behalf, but was turned
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down.

Q. And then what happened, Captain?
A. I was in the firet ecolumm. They moved us sbout 15 yards in front
of the other in three colummns, in my group, and made us sit on the
ground., Just before executing us, the Jap soldiers around gave us ==
stueck of eigarettes into our mouths and lighted them for us. But om a
given signal by the Jap officer in charge, they started bayonetting
and behaading ua on that line.
Q. What happened to you, Ceptain?
A, Iulmthcmloﬁotthﬁmo,mImanmﬂn
right, I saw at least two heads cut off before they struck me in the
back with a bayonet. Thoruﬂthrwthituhﬁc-h%:ﬂ.du%;
the second one went through end through, snd I thought they had ecut
my intestines, I fell on my side, and the Jap soldier thrust againj
this time they hit my spinal column. He tried a fourth one, and it
hit the upper part of my chest, theupper part of my back, snd I
didn't know that it want through elso until I found it out the next
day.
Q. How many times in all were you bayonetted?
A. I was bayonetted four times.
Qe hummtthcuwmmmtthmqhmmmxom
mlpumnymdiuubypuw-mpuwmtw-n-
tered and came out? Stand up.
GENERAL TONOVAN: I wouldlike %o go & little further than thet
and have him pull his shirt off and indicate it.
(‘he witness rose, removed his shirt smnd exhibited his back %o
the Commission)
GENERAL DTONOVAN : Do you count four there?
THE WITNESS : Yes, sir.
GENERAL DONOVAN t Oge, two, three, four -- is that correct?
(OLONEL MEEK : Yes, sir.
Q. (By Lt Ruff) - Where did they come through?
A, One of them went through here (indicating). The other one, the
point just came out of this position here (mdimmg.‘g, gir.
GENERAL DONOVAN : Thank you very much. !onclnpefﬁ your shirt
on later. i
COLONEL MEEK: May he be excused to put that on?



883074

LCLALTILL

Authority,

.

-7 -

GENERAL DONOVAN : Yes, We will take a short recess.

(Short recess)

GENERAL DONOVAN : The Commission is in memsion.

COLONEL MEEK : Sir, all members of the Commission are present.
The Accused is present with two members of his counsel. The Prose~
cution is present and ready to proceed.
Q. (By Lt Raff) Do you know of any other officers who were in the
group with you, Captain?
A, I know several of them, sir.
Qe+ Will you name them, please.
A. There were, Major Onofre Casupang, G-~l, 9lst Divj Maj Arevalo,
G=2;, 9lst Div; Capt Fajardo, the Ordnance Officer of the 9lst Div;
Capt Devesa, the quartermaster officer; a certain Capt Lopez of the
9lat Infantry; Lt Lopes, assistant G-3 of the 91st; another Lt Lopesz
an ordnance efficer, Capt Inocencio, 724 Inf; Capt Ssmala of the
91st I f; Lt Paglinawan of the 724 Iaf; Lt Jaeinto of the 34 PG, Phil
Constabulary Regt; snd many others whose names I canmot now reecall.
Qs Now, do you know who was immediately to your right in the ecolumm?
A. The man immediately to my right was Lt Jacinto of the 3d Phil
Constabulary Regt.
Q« And who was to your left:
As I was to the extreme left.
Q. Have you mentioned a Najor Vargas?
A, Oh, yes, sir.
Q. Was he with you?
A, Major Vargas =- he was a first Lt them, of the First Ingineers
== was one of the officers that was in my growup.
Qs That was in your g:mnp‘l
A, Yea.
Qs How many men would you estimate were in that place at the time
of this massacre:
A, Do you mean the trdops that were massacred?
Q. That is right.
Ay, 3.wuld figure that since there were three groups, each group
forming columns of fours, and each columm of files, there were 30
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to 35, a would say there were not less than 350 officers and noncom-
missioned officers in that massacre.
Q. Do you know many survived the massacre?
A. May I relate something sbout this?
Qs Go ahead.

A. The massacres started sbout 3 o'clock in the aftemcon, At sbout

5 o'clock that same aftermoon there was hardly snybody living., I was
comscious all the time but I didn't move. I could not move because
there was a Jap soldier going back and forth, and I was afraid that he
would discover that I was slive. There were many soldiers going back

and forth, and I was scared they would discover that I was alive.

I waited until darkness eame, and at dark I removed my head,
which was under the legs of Lt Jacinto, I removed my hesd from under
Lt Jacinto's already still legs and tried to rest. There was no sound
at all from my compenions, and it seems to me that I was the only one
living ‘there.

Hy problem thenwas how to free myself from the rest of the dead.
I was so desperate myself that I tried to commit suieide. I didn't
expect to live anyway, so I tried to press mynose on the ground end
force myself not to breathe, but nothing weuld come out of it. I seem
got tired of committing suleide and thought of a way to escape.

Since the ground was sloping I had %o brace myself, brace my feet
on the ground, until the wire connecting me to the rest of the dead
men would come across my mouht, and everytime it would come across my
mouth I tried to chew the wire. It took me three hours before I could
cut the wire that connected me with the rest of the dead companiens.

I would like to mention here that while I was chewing the wire
somebody was groaning behind me about 20 yeards behind. I called out
to him, and I asked him if he was still alive., He luidh.‘ll all
right, that he was able to free himself from the wire that bound him,
but that he ‘n badly wounded.

I asked him to come near me, so that I could unti me, but appar-
ently the poor fellow was very helpless. As soon as I cut the wires,
which conmected me with the rest of the dead, I dropped mys®lf to that
fellow, His name is Lt de Venecia of the First Engineers. He umtied
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the wire that bound my hands behind me; after that we rested. Lt de
Venecia, aside from three rifle wounds, had eleven bayont wounds all
over his chest. We were both very thirsty, and being the strength of
the two I went over the dead bodies, believing that I could get water
from the canteens of the desd men, but I couldnl{t find any. '
The last resort I had to do was to urinate in my canteen, and I

tried to drink it, but I just couldn't take the taste of it, so I gave
it ot Lt de Venecia. Apperently Lt de Veneeia was very thirsty for the
lack of blood he suffered, andhe drank the urine. After resiing for
about an hour, I teld Lt de Vemecia that it would be wise to leave the
placey; ge to a place of safety where we could die peacefully.

We drag ourselves from the place, We could not stand, since it
was very dark and the ground was sloping. So we had to move on our
hands and buttocks. I tried to make use of the fact that in the after-
neon during the massacre, I tried te remember directions. At the time
I remembersd that we were facing directly north to the place of the
execution, and we kept moving, but at about 3 A, Lt de Fenecia could
not preceed any further. He asked me to lesve him, but before leaving
him he further requested me %o build him a fire, and also further re-
quested that should I reach Manila to notify his family about his fate.

I left Ot de Veneela after I built a fire for him and proceeded
on my ways

It.was sbout 9 o'clock the following morning = that was on the
13th April - when I came to what I believe was a ereek. Just before
reaching the creek, however, I heard rustling of leaves behind me. I
sought over right away and then looked behind me. I saw two soldiers
that belonged to my divisionl I called them anﬂluny felt very weak,
just like myself. One of them was a sergeant in the 9lst QM Co and he
had snother cut, another sword cut on his backe

The other fellow, a corporal in the same outfit, had a short ecut
at the base of his neck, which expesedchis spinal column, the bone
connecting the head and the body here (indicating). I instructed the
eorporel to see if there was water In the creek, and he did. So we
joined the corporal at the creek end took water. Just as we were
drinking at the creek, Major Vargas, then Lt Vargas, appeared, and he
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told me he was able to escape earlier that evening, So all in all
when I resched the creek there were four of us. There would have been
five of us, but I said, Lt de Vemecia died on the way.

Qs HNow, were you able to esecape from thie place, Captain?

A, Yes, sir.

Qs How did you manage that?

A. Once at the ereek we were able to wash our wounds.I tried to conp
vince the others of a way to eseape. I told them of the four of us I
am the weakest, but If thy will stick with me I am sure that I can ged
them out of this hole.l explained to them that by following the creek
we would come out into a river, snd that river would flow into a bay;
whether it would come out of Manila Bay or Subie Bay I didn’t lnow at
the time, but Itold them that by following this creek I em sure we can
get out of this place,.

So the men were apparenily convinced of my reasoning and we atart-
ed following the creek. we subsisted on snsile, cracking the shells,
end we zte them all., Alsc én all fruit.and leaves that we picked om the
way, o8 long as they were not the bitter leaves, and we took them.

Cn the third day we esme across another soldier. He turned out to
be one of those that was massacred. He had three bayonet wounds but was
able %o esecape soon after the Japanese left the area. So we continued on
the way. We were now five on the way.

On the fourth day we came across an old bivouac area. Upon emamp
ination of thepapers lying around we found cut that it used to be the
command poet of the 4lst Div under General Lim. We tried to go over to
theplace to see if we could find some food, but the most that we
could get was shAt and some unmbusked rice,

At sbout noon of that day we tried to continue on our way, but just
a8 we were moving out of the place three Japanese soldiers on horseback

suddenly appeared.

By the way, that place turned out to the Catmon Eiver, and
having been previously assigned %o that sector I knew the terrain very
well, I explained to the group that from the place, from that commend
post of General Lim, we could == I could pick my way blindfolded; that
by going north we would hit the Eilar-Bagac road, or thai by going due
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eash we would hit the towm of Oriom or Pilar.

As I have said, we tried to pick our way st sbout noon, but as
we were sbout to go thewe Japanese soldiers on horseback arrived at the
river. After they watered their horses they left the place, and o we
decided to leave the area. But just as ulmo starting again a convoy
of :-pummu.nxqmum-m-mmmmm
stay in hiding for some time.

When dark came I reasoned out to the men that the best thing that
we could do would be to follow the current of the river so that after
my companions agreed we tried to follow the current of thebiver. I
would like to memntion here that the sergeant, the quartermaster ser-
geant that had an exposed brain, could not continue from there om, @0
we left him. At that time he had maggote in his brain slready, and he
was just very weak. He could not continue on the wey.

At sbout midnight, when it wes midnight, we were too weak to con=-
tinue, and so we decided to rest by the river side. Thet night we
slept naked, because we believed that the wet clothes on our body
troubled us more than to sleéép without them.

The next morning, to my surprise, we found out that we slept to
within 50 yards of a Japanese bivouae srea, We moved from the place
right away, and upon dawn we started hitiing the Pilar-Bagac road by
going north. Instead, we started to cross Mt. Samat and proceeded east-
ward. On the evening of the 5%h day £7ter the massacre, we reached my
cld sectory The farmers were back in that area, and we tried to find,
to seek shelter for the night. Fortunately, some of the farmers in that
area lmew me, beecause zs I said, I used to be assigned in that secior.

Acting on orders that I gave my companiona, they refused =--they
made it & point not to answer anyquestion from the eivilians.

Thsoiﬂlimmdﬁlhlthﬂpp-udhmmIliJadhthﬂ-

I told them that we were at the hospitasl and we did not know the troops
had surrendered, sc we were on our way home from the hospital.

Qs And you subsegquently returned to your home, is that correct?

A+ I subsequently returned rather resched heme on the 1ith, after stay=~
ing zhout two week on the way; two weeks after the massacre I reached
home.

Q. Now, to your Imouledge, Captain, whe of your group have survived the
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massacre, if you know?
A. The only person that has been accounted for so far is liajor Vargas.
LT RAFF : You may cross exsmine.
CHNSS EXAMINATION
Q. (By Ceptain O%t) Captain, would you point out on the map just
exactly what your route was?
A, You mesn from -~-=
Qs+ I mean from the time you were uptmdmdputonth.m, where
you got off the trucks, and just briefly recount where esch event oc
curred. I.".‘.\
A, Tmﬂb.!mlhhﬂlmﬂpamllalbﬂmrﬂamm
around this area here (indicating on chart)., From Trail Ne. & --that
was on 1lth ipril 1942 == we moved eastward until we came to Trail No,
6
Q. Well, how far were you south of the main highway from Bagac to
Balanga at that point?
As I would sey that we were about & mile or = mile snd a half or so.
Qe Will yoﬁ continue your itinersry there?
A. At noon of 11 April, I was one those thet was lucky to ride on a
truck, and proceeded eastward. Uhen we reached Pantingsn River that
afternocn, we could not continue because the bridge broke downs
Qs+ The bridge bhad been bleawn down?
A, Broke down.
Q. Brokem down. The bridge on the main highway across the trail, is
that it?
A, Across the trail? On the trail, across the Psntingan River.
Qs Well, doesn't the main highway alsc cross the Pantingen fiver?
As I do not know whether it does, becaunse I never had the chanecd to
go to that sector along the Pilar-Bagse rocad, except in our owm part=
ienlar sector at Bagac.
Qs Was any particuler explenation offered to you for taking that trail
instead of the main highway?
A, I think the only reason why they took Trail No., 8 was the Divisien
CF was on Treil No, 8, snd since Trail 8 also comes out to the east, it
was == I belleve the Japanese forces really planned it out that we
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would take Trail No, 8 to No. 6 until we reached the east coast.
Q. Aren't these trails rather difficuli M with trucke?
A, Well, it 4s true that they were net lurflead roads. The rails das
fai¥ly passbale by motor vehicles. Ve used them during t[h. w in
Bataan. ' 1\\ "
Q« Then will you continue from there, Captain, please. ‘
A, A8 I have smaid, hthowmmgorthanthwrnmrw
River, snd gince the bridge broke down at that point we dod.dgd to stay
and rest for the fight. ,\
GENERAL TONOVAN : Just a minute. F %
He doesn't have to repsat sgain exactly what happsned at nll.
these places. As I understand, you want to find out = « =
CAPTAIN OTT s All I wanted him %o do is trace it on the map.
GENERAL DONOVAN : Will you ask him, then, where the massscre
oceured, where this ovent ocoured, and let us get along? We don't
want to repead that over ggain.
CAPTAIN OIT : Nor do I.
Q. (By Captain Ott) Would you point to the mep, iIf you can, where
this massacre took place?
GENERAL DONOVAN : Just approximately.
A. I em sorry; if we can get = bigger scale map ~-- (pause)
Qs (Capt Ott) You ean't see it., I see, How for is that south of the
main highwey?
A. I should say atsome point this lateral road that was constructed
in Betasn was not really parallel st all to the highway; at some point
it has to go up, following the grades of the mountain. And I believe
at that point where the massacre took place it umst have beem sboud
five or six miles.
Qs At what point did you see General Nara?
A, Near the juncture of Trail No. 6 and Treil Ne. 29.
Q. How far is that from where the massecre teok place?
A. Tt is only asbout 200 yards.
Q. Howlong after Genersl Nara left did the massacre occur?
A, The actual magsacre took place =--must h=ve taken place shoub
an hour/after he hed left.
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Qe Yonu spoke of a friendly interpreter, Do you know who the friendly

interpreter was? Hg2 he a Japanese?
A« He was a Japanese ciwilian.
Q. And he spoke in Tagalog?
A. Yes, he did.
Qe Uhy do you eall him a friendly interpreter? I think that was the |
term you used.
LT RAFF 2 I don't think i% wes. I don't reeall it. .
COLONEL MEEK : A tagalog interpreter. :
A. I al4n't say he was friendly. '
Qs (Cspt Ots) Did you say he was a Tagslog interpreter?
A, Mol He was a civilisn Japanese who talked to us in Tagalog.
Q. Had he been talking to you in Tagalog during this trip?
A. I beg pardon.
Qe Had he been talking %o you in Tagalog during this trip.
A, Ve saw that Japsnese interpreter only just before the massacrej
we never saw him before.
Qe Do you understand Japmmese?
As Bo sir.
Qs Uho were rresent with General Nara? Could you identify enyone with
General Nara?
Ae I don't know anybedy- I cannot idemtify enybody with CGeneral Nara.
Q. Wers thers any officers bhere with General Nara?
A. Pardon me. Do you refer %o the officers in the ear with General Nara?
Qs lNo those that were with your group.
A.I don't lknows
GENERAL DONOVAN ¢t Let's get the guestion stmaightened out. Are
we talking sbout Japmnese officers or Filipino officers?
CAPTAIN OTT 3 Japanese officers.
Qs (By Cap Ott) I am asking you thist Were there any Jap officers with
you; with the Japanese guards slong thie trip?
A, Thers were = = from Trail NHo, 8 wmtil we reached Pantingam River
there were no Japenese gusrds whatsoever. '
Qs DNo Japanese guarde?
A, Hone whatscever.

Q. ¥hen you reached the Fantingan River how many guards were there?
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A, There were psrticularly no guards wntil they sorted out the privates
‘but there were many Japanese troops eléng the trail and along the banks
of the Pantingan River.
Qs Where di these guerds ual- fronm?
A. I don't know where th.ymﬁuhut, as I said, we were only
.guarded as soon as they bave sorted out the privates from the officers.
Q. lere they common soldisrs, or noncommissioned officers, who sorted
out the officers and == ~
A, Yes, there were Japanese officers, noncomrisasionsd efficers and
privates in that group. ‘
Qe How many commissioned officers were theve? :
A,You mean in the group thet guarded us?
Qe+ The Japanese, yes.
Ay As far I can remembey, there were four of them.
Qs And bow man y guards were thers, Japanese guarda?
A, There was a company of them.
Qe Nowy at the time the massacre occured, were there .Iapmu- troops
going along that trail?
A, The massacre Beally took plsce off the jimetion of Trails Nos. 6
and 29, so that once we wers at the ravine we were act In a position to
see anybody, since that was a thickly wooded area.
Qs And nobody from either highwey eoidd see you in the ravine, either?
Ay Nobodye
Qs Did anybody appear to you to give the order to make this segregation?
A. I should say that apparently it wes an order, because the segreget-
ion of officers and noncommissioned officera took place soonafter ]
General Hara left.
Qs Are you implying that Genersl Nara gsve such an ordér?
As It is really possibly that he did, Bt
Qe It is possible, but do you heve any reason to believe that he did?
Was angthing said to you et the time to indicate that he had given such
an ordexr? ;
A, Nothing was said except that I believed that it was on orders.
Qs On what do you base your bvellef?
A, Because as soon ag General Nera srrived im that area he assembled

all the Japasnese officers and ~=-
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Gs How many were there? How meny cfficers were essenbled?

A, There were four officers in thepertieular group, in the groups

thet guarded us, but there were other officers from the other groups
that were nearby, %wo.

Q. What happened after Gemeral Nara left?

A, After General left, one of the Japanese officers ordered all officers
and noneommissioned officers on one side of the trail.

Q. Ang how long after that, after he left, was that order given?

As. Oh, maybe ebout five or tem minutes afterwsrds; herdly temn minutes.
They ordered the privates te take the road snd maerch towards Balanga,
and the officers and noncommissicned officers on the other side of the
trail were ordered to form thres groups, and each group to form columas
offour. .

Q. Wall, the segwegation took place after em hour after the -==

A, Hoej tock place soon afier, sa I have said -- about five or tem
gpinutes after Genewal Nars left.

Q. Then when did you reach the Penmtingsn River where the massacre took
place?

L.L!Rl?!'tsir,Iwulﬁlihiaobjsn’btnthat,bmmh.

testified ti didn't happem at the Pemtingan River, it hsppened in a
ravine off the jumetion of Trails & and 2%

CAPTAIN OTT ¢ Well, I am ecnfused by the specification. The
specification mentions Pantingan River, and I assumed this is the same
eventa

GENERAL DONOVAN ¢ As fer as the Pantingan “iver is concerned,
that is where the truck stopped, wasn't 1%

THE WITNESS : Yes, sir, The massscre took place after crossing
the Pantingaen River.

GENERAL DONOVAN ¢ Csn we go on from there now?

Q (By Capt Ott) How long after General Nsra left did you reach the
plage of themassacre?

A, We spent the night at the Pantingan River on the 11th, the night of
11th, end we were eble %o cros=a Pantingan River on the 12th, We never
saw Cenersl Nera until after we have crossed Pantdagan River on the 12th
about the noon of the 12th.
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CAPTAIN OTT ¢ Now I am confused on ‘that,

GEVERAL TRUDEAU : He miswundersicod your auastion,

GENERAL, DONOVAN & The Commission understandas, I believed, the truck
broke dowm and they weunt aeroes the river. Then he met General Nara on
that crowd, and they took him %o a ravine neay Pantingan River. "year®
may mean a mile or three niles, or in the viecinity, Fhat is about the
oaly lsndmork you would have around there %o put this thing in a particular
locality?

Is that correct?

THE WITNESS : Yes, air.

GENERAL DONOVAN : A1l right.

The Court will recess wntil €130 tomorrow morning.

(Whereupon, at 1620 hours, 10 October 1946, the trial was

adjourned wntil 0830 hours, 1l October 1946,)

CERTIFIED TRUE COPY:

(SIGNED) Illegible
for ANGEL G. MIRANDA
Capt Inf
Chief, Fegords Division
HHCD
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HEADQUARTERS

ADJUTANT GENERAL RECORDS DEPOSITORY
PHILIPPINES COMMAND
UNITED STATES ARMY
APO 900

EXCERPT FROM PROCEEDINGS IN THE TRIAL OF
MASAHARU HOMMA ;
(Vol. IX, Pages 1035 - 1185)

LIEUTENANT RAFF: The Prosecution calls as its next
witness Major Eduardo Vargas.
EDUARDO T. WARGAS
called as a witness on behalf of the Prosecution, being
first duly sworn , was examined and testified as follows:
« DIRECT EXAMINATION
Q (By Lieutenant Raff) Will you state your name, age,

and nationality?
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a Eduardo T. Varges, 31; Filipino.

Q Will you spesk a little louder, please. State
your rank and present assignment?

A Major, Corps of Engineers; at the precent, Head-
quarters, Philippine Army.

Q  Major, in 1941, April 1941, were you with the
Philippine Army?

I beg your pardon?

I mean April of 1942.

Yes, I was.

What was your rank and assignment at that time?

= O = O P

I was a first lieutenant, company commander of B
Company, First Engineers, of the First Regular Division.
Q Where were you assigned? Where was your staticn

.in April of 19427

A We were at Batzan, on the Pilar-Bagac sector.

Q Now, referring to the map behind you, would you take

this pointer, step right up to the map with this pointer
and indicate to the Commission the approximate sector
that you were in Bataan.

A We were somewhere near to the #ight of the 9lst
Division; almost near Bagac.

Q Were you taken a prisoner by the Japanese in &pril
of 19427

A Yes, we surrendered on the early morning of April
10th.

Q Where did you surrender? Indicate it on the map.

A We were teken up somewhere in the same sector near
tl;ail 9.
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Q Who was the commanding officer of your unit at
that time?

A Of the division or the battalion?

Q Batballion.

A He was then Captain Polotan, now Colonel.

Q Now, what occurred with respect to the surrender?

I want you to describe the Japanese coming into your
sector, and what happened immediately after that.

A Well, actually, we were waiting for the Japanece to
come and give us whatever orders they wanted to give us.
But on the morning of the 10th, at about 1 o'clcok, the
American officer who was then attached to our unit, came

over and told us to rearm in order to quell ahout four

Japanece who were creating mayhem in the gquartermaster

depot.
Q Who was this officer, if you know?
A He was Captain -- I don't recell the name. One of

them was Lieutenant Stewart.

Q Do you know what was occurring with respect to
these four Japanese that you have mentioned?

y Not veyy much, beczuse we were sleeping at the time
and suddenly wakened up.

Q And what did you do after that, Major?

A The whole batallion was toldto get up, although it
was only composed of three companies of 70 men each; less
than 70 men each; rearmed with about sixty rounds for

eachman and, leaving some officers and enlisted men to take

care of the bivouac area, we proceeded toward the place

where the gquartermaster depot was.
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Q What happened there?

A Before reaching the place, we encountered about
seven Japanese fooling around with machine guns near a
blg fire, and the American officer in front of us was
carrying a flag of truce, a white flag. He was tbld to
disarm all of us, sﬁ we had to throw down all our fifles,
pistols, and whatever arms we had, and we stayed in that

area until early next morning.

Q And that wuld be the morning of the 1lth, is that it?
A Of the 10th.
Q The 10th?

&_ Tt was 1 o'clock in the morning. We stayed there
until that morning. '

GENERAL DONOVAN: @ould you get on to the part of

the tectimony that he is really concer-ned with?
LIEUTENANT RAFF: Yes, sir.

Q (By Lieutenant Raff) Now, just what happened to your

group and yourself after that?

A After that, most of the officers, with the exception

of my junior officers end I were separated from us in

order to carry heavy equipment, ammunition, machine gums

and spare parts of small cannons, wihile we were made to

tie up rifles into groups of five and carry them across

Pantingan River.

Q Major, were you subsequently involved in an incident

in which a number of Filipino officers and noncommissioned

officers were killed?

A In an encounter or without any fight?

Q Without any fight?
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A Yes.

Q Where did that take place?

A Just about two kilometers from Pantingan River.

Q And just what happemed at that time?

A #hile we were proceeding towards the eastern coast

of Bataan we were stopped by a group of Japanese soldiers
and told to wait on one side of the trail. While we
were there waiting, a part of the 9lst Division arrived
in trucks and u\era told to dismount and leave the trucks
behind them. After that, the Japanese officer in charge
ordered all officers, sergeants, and corporals, to separate
from the whole group. After we had separated, on the same
side of the trail, I noticed a car arrive. It must have
been a high ranking officer, because of the attention
given him by the Japanese officers and enlisted men that
were arcund there. :
Immediately after that, when the car left, all the officers
and noncommiscioned officers were ordered -t.rana--
ferred to the other side of the trail, and then what
remained, presumably privates, was ordered to proceed on
their way. s
Right after the privates left, I noticed that severlal
Japanese soldiers had surrounded us with fixed bayonets,
And then some Japanese arrived with telephone wires, and

the officer in charge asked for three ranking officers

to step up.
Q Do you know who stepped up?
A There were three majors -- I don't know one of them --

the other two were Major Casupang and Major Arevalo. Then
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they were ordered to form us into three platoons, four
abreast, and -- I don't know what happened, but Major
Arevalo was replaced by Captain Felix. When we had formed
into the groups desired by the officer, the Japanece
soldiers started cutting the telephone wires into short
pieces and tied each one of us individually, and then with
long wire tied each line along the group.

Q Will you describe the area in which all these

officers and noncoms were being tied?

A It was a trail, I think around trail 8, where the ground

was very much sloping, and there was a big tree at that

time that fell right on the trail, which prevented the fv.chs fwin eliicg

trucks from getting through, and the Japanese soldiers

were then working on that tree at that time.

Q Go on with what took place, Major.
4 After that we were made to walk along the trail
separately -- I mean, in 1 nes slready, and then each
line was taken into the interior of the forest. I
noticed then that there were a lot of Japanese following
us, laughing and shouting at the others, calling the
others towards our gruop. When we reached the interior
to a small clearing, we were made first to =it down
facing the Japmmese officers and soldiers, and at that
time some of the officers started to ask why that was
being done to us.
Q ~ Whom did they ask, if you know?
A A very young Japanese officer. Then the offiecer
ordered us to get up and turn around so that we had our

badks towards them. An enlisted man beside me started
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talking and saying that his mother was a Japanese, he
came from Bataan -- no, from Batangas. The interpreter
that was there at the time approached him and asked him
the name of his mother. He mentioned the name of his
mother. He wentioned the name of his

mother and said that she was dead. The interpreter
then tried to intercede for this boy, but the officer
said that nothing could be done any more.

So the interpreter then acked us what we wanted for
our last wish. We asked for cigarettes, and the other
feldows who had some food in their prockets had it opened

up and given to them. While I was smoking I tried to pray
that if I be killed, I be killed instantly without any
hardship, and I raised my head and saw a Japanese sergeant
pull out his saber and raise it up. I was fourth from
the last man. When I saw him raise it up, I just bent
my head as far forward as possible and prayed that if my
neck would be cut, just cut it clean and through without
any hardship. Suddenly I heard shouts behind me,and I
felt a thrust in my back. I moved my body forward, follow-
ing the thrust, and let myself fall down.
Q Where did this thurst strike you, Major?
A On the right side of my back. Luckily, the fellow
at my side fell on top of my head, and theofficer beside me
was pushed forwerd because of the strength of the
thrust and covered my legs. The other fellow on the
other side was pulled towards me and covered my back,
so that I was co;pletely coveped during the whole time
after the thrust that I received. The when one Japanese
struck the fellow on top of my back, it went through his
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BODY and through my right hand into the groumd.

Q Do you still have a mark from that thrust?

A I have it in the hand and in the back. The Japanese
then left us, and the soldier on top of me, my right,
who couldn't stend the pains, shouted "Damn you Japsi®,

in the dialect, "Come back and finish me off; Kill mel"

I tried to adminish him not to do that, because they would
come back and maybe find us, some of us alive and actually
kill us all off, but he said, "Partner, please let me die.
I can't standit any more." He shouted again in the

same words, and a couple of Japanese came back and gave
him three thrusts. They went around and saw that the
officer on my legs was still alive and gave him four
thrusts. I didn't move, and even tried not to breathe

so that they wouldn't notice that I was alive.

I stayed in that position until dusk, and when I
found out that there was nobody aroumd any more, I stood
up, untied my bonds, which was loose, and just ran away
from that place as fast as I could not knowing where I
was going. Before I ran away, though, I looked around
to see if there was anybody alive, and I novitced that
everybody was very wan and pale, and I just left them,
thinking that everybody was already dead.

Q l;lajor, can you identify by name any of the men who
were in this group at that time?

A The officers known to me before the war were Majors
Casupang, Arevalo, Captain Peter Felix. My junior officers
were Liesutenant Cesar Bsldosa, Alberto De Venecia, Lieuten-

ant Esmerzlda, Agapito Fernandez and our S-4 Captain, Ruben
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Q Major, can you estimate the number of officers and
noncommissioned officers in that group?
A That were killed?
Q Yes, that were killd.
A There were maybe more than 350,
Q To your knowledge, how many of these survived?
A As far as I know, there were only four of us who
survived, and I do not kmow if the other two are still
alive now.
Q Will you tell what happened to you after you left
this particular area?
A GENERAL DONOVAN: TUnless it was another incident,
we do not care about the emecape part of it.

LIEUTENANT RAFF: Would the Commission care to see
the wounds of this officer?

GENERAL DONOVAN: Yes, we would like to.
Q (By Lieutenant Raff) Major, would you remove your
shirt and show the Commission your wounds?

(Witness exhibits wounds)

Q That is one on your bpck, and the other one is on
your hand?

A Yes.

Q Bid that one go through, the one on your hand?

4 That went through to the back of the hand.
LIEUTENANT RAFF: That is all.
GENERAL DONOVAN: We will have a ten minute recess.
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