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‘INFORMATION BULLETIN NO. 10 (Continued)

1. ACTIVITIES OF JAPANESS {{ILITARY %%@ONNELQONTRARY TQ THE LAUS OF WAR:

- The following section comprises & record of violations of the Laws of
¢awar noted dn doeumentqu and Ouher gources on flle am AEIS, @W?A.J

{For convenlence OF Leferehce, caseg. 1n thls category have been
“classified according to the:area in which the murder or attempted
wooomurder oceurredi i Spoelal attention has been paid to cases oc-
-, curring in SWPA;, and-attempts have been made to egtablish the
identity of persons. amd amits involved.

- In-all cases 1t has not been b0551ble to establlsh definitely ex~
& istence; of -a- violation of the laws of war., Where the data given
©.is of sueh: ture as to make a v1olatlon probable it has been in=-
luded. L B ZR

vf;A_e{fbliowin@ re ycfences‘establish the fact and circum—
o trepstances of the execution of - a Fllght Lleutenant near
o SALAMAHA on: 29 Mgr 43. . :

:ATIS Dooumonu No. 4959, (Orlglnal reproduced as
Appendix MA", Part I, page Al), extracts from diary,
owner ahduunlt unknown, cortalns the following

"BLOOD CARNIVAL"

<”29 Mar 43. AMl four of us (Technician KUROKAWA
. NISHIGUGHI, YAWATA and myself) assembled in front
-vof the Headguarters-at 1500 hrs. One of the two
~membors of the crew-of the Douglag which was shot
down,by"A/A»an the 18th, .and who had been wunder
1: cross~examination by the 7th Base Foroe for some
oo days, -hadibeen: returned to' the SALAMAUA Garrison,
crrand At had ‘beenidecided to kill him., Unit Com-

% rhen he feame to the observation
fhstaﬂi@nlt@,@a 5 otold s personally that, in ac-

. cordande with tthe: ompa381onate sentiments of -
Japanese: BUSHIDG‘i giwas’ going to kill the pris-
soner-hingslf Wlth his ﬂavourlte .swords So we

- gathored 10 obsérve tHisy “After we had waited a
“llbtle nore: than ten mlnutes, the truck came along.

3-"Tho prlsoner, who is at the side of the guard house;
33 ‘dgegiven higlast drink of water, ote. The Chief
IR ”fMedlcaW Officer, Unit Commander KOMAI and the Head-
quarteru Platoon Commander come out of the officers'
i megs, wearing their military swords. The time has
cbno, g6 the prisorer, with his arms bound and his

- Long' hair now cropped very close, totters forward.

- He probably isuspects what is afoot; but he is put
~on'the truck and we'set out for our destination.




INFORMATTON BULLETIN NO. 10 (Continued

@) (a) o

'“3,he glow1ng sun
' , gigantlc clouds

‘As T plcture the sceno
my heart beats faster.

,5and turn my eyes aWﬁY-,

As we passcd by the place where last year our
lamonted squad ‘Teader ‘was . cremated, Technlclan
NISHIGUCHI mist: have been thinking ab
too, for he remarked, "Tt's & long time since
- we were here last". It" certalnly is'a long time.
: We could see the place every'day from the ob=
‘sérvation post, but never got.a chance to come.
It is nearly a year since the: squad, leader was
’;nj cremaued. T was moved in splte of myself, and -
Uas T passed the place I closed my eyes and
‘prayed for the repose of” SHIMIZ&'S goul.

 The truck runs along the sea shora. We have
'. left “the Navy'guard sector ‘behind us and now come
"into. the Army guard sector. Here and there we
see sentries in the grassy'flelds, and I thank
them in my heart for their toil as we drivé on.
' They" must have got it in the bombing the night -
before last - there are great holes by the side
””ﬁ of the road, fUll ‘of water from the raln.i In
a Tittle over twenty minutes, we arrive at our
destlnatlon, and all get off.

’f Unit Gommander KGMAI stands up and says to the
prlsoner e are now goxng to kill you". When
“he tells “tH& prisoner that in accordance with

_ - Japanose BUSHIDO he would ‘be killed with a

”*j. Japdhoso sword, and that he would have two or.

L Bhir mlnutes? grace,. he listens with bowed
“THe : eutenant (T.N. in Japanese,
"TAII“ - thl“ reférs to the prisoner) says a
few words in a low v01ce., Apparently he wants
ERL T g bo kllled with one stroke of the sword. I.
Lol e Y CHehr hin “say. the word "One" (T.N. in English),
SRR The Unit Commander becomes tense and his facé
2 stiffbns as he- replles, "Yes" (PN, in English).

: Now fhe'time has coma, and the prisoner is made

" oaubion is” taken of surroundlng him Wlth guards
= w1th*f1xed‘bayonets, but he' remains calm, He
: even "gtreches out: his neck, ‘and is very brave,
“ifhien I puﬁ myself in the prlsoner's placae, and

~'§';;j



INFORMATION BULLETIN NO. 10 (Continued) - - . . .

(1)

(a)

(1)

kuh11h that in one more minube it will.be good-.

byc to thig world, although™the daily bombings

- have £411ed me with hate, ordinary hunan feel-
Clegs make me pity him,

The Unit Commander has drawn his favourite sword.

It ig the famous OSAMUNE sword. which he showed

us at the observation post. It glitters in the
light and sends a cold shiver down my spine. He
baps tho OllbOHOT'S nook 11@ht1v with the back

the blado, then raises it above his head with
both arms, and,briugs it down with a sweep.

I had been standing with my muscles tensed, but

~in that momont I closed my eyes.

38 vemave Iu must bo the sound of blood spurt-

ing from the arteries, With a sound as though
something watery had been cut, the body falls
fo ‘wards - It is amazing: - he had killed him with
one gtrokc, The onlookers crowd forward. The
héad, detached from the trunk, rolls in front of

ite .SSH! SSH! ..... The dark blood gushes out.

'iAll ié over. The headlis dead white, like @ dQIl;

The savageness which I felt only a 1little while
1go 1s zone, and now I feel nothing but the true
compﬁss1on of Japanese BUSHIDO. A Senior cor-
ooral.laughs loudly, "Well, he will onter Nlrvana
now "y Then, a superior seaman of the medigal

- uanit tekes the Chief Medicgl Officer's Japancse

sword and, intent on paying off old scores, turns
the headless body over on its back, and cuts the
abdomen open with:onc clean stroke. "They are
‘thickeskinned, thege KETO (T.N. "Hairy foreigner! -
commor: “tcim of opprobrium for a white man) -

even tho gliin of their bellices is thick," Not

a drop of blood comes out of the body. It is

~pushed, over into the crater at once and burieds.

Now the wind blows mburnfully and [ sec the scene

- again in my mind's eye. We get on to the.truck.

again and start back. It is dark now. We get
off in front of the Hcadquaft«,rs. I say good=
“byc to Unit Commander KOMAI, and climb up the
hill with chhnlclan_KdROKAWAg Thig will be
gonicthing to remember all my 1life. If ever I
got back glive it will makc a good: story to telly
so I have written it down. :

At SALAMAUA Observation Pogt, 30 Mar 43, 0110

. hrs, to the sound of the mldnlght Waves. £

Notc: The prisoner killed to-day was an Alr
Force Flight-Lieutenant (T.N, "TAII") from ™
MORESBY, He was a young ‘man, 23 this yeéar,

said to have been an 1nstructor to Lho A T G

Sat MOPESBY L] _ .
~ (ATIS Spot Report Nos 1535'pp_lg;2)
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(*a) oter=

@

®

(c)
(a)

Looa. (1) (a) (2) PWOIA 145598 stated that: . 0 4l
| | “He'hadbhéard'of an officer named KOMAI. He
volunteered information that he had heard of
KOMATts oxccuting someone, but could give no
further information.™
1 (ATIS Interrogetion Report, Serial No. 292, p 8)
(3) ATIS Document No. 5496, file of reference notes and
“dintelligence reports belonging to Lt., KAWADE of 20
Divigion Headguarters Staff, contains records of
various American and Australian PsW captured in NEW
GUINEA. Onc such interrogation report appears from
internal cvidence to be that of the victim in the
abovenoted "Blood Carnival", It is reproduced as
"Appendix "B" (pp BL ).
(ATIS Document No, 5496, pp 71 - 78)
(4) A list of all known members of No., 1 Detachment
‘ * (Company ?), SASEBO 5 SNLP is set forth below.
This is the KOWAI Unit spoken of in Section (1)
above, HNames of persons known to have taken part
in the execution, or those whose participation
or presence appears probable on the strength of
.internal’ovidence, are underlined below.
OT‘FICERS
P031t10n | 't Rank - Name Characters
Goy Gomdr' : (8/43) (a) Lt. (jg)  KOMAL, Uichi AN /g/;‘fy F
Atﬁtavche‘e‘d 1 G‘o'y‘ e It, (jg)  TSUKIBASHI, Akira ] 4?;23 %
HQ Pl_Comd; | 11 - | W0.  TNOU, Masatoshi A A
HQ Pl Comdr (s:Lc) "  Fns. ' SUGAMUDA Shlgeru (*c);ﬁ; Zfr» Ei IS4
L B ;», o
2 PL Comdr " We0s SHINOHARA Tsaguma (% 0)4} 25 r’}'é?a
'3 P1 Comdr " W, 0. . TAGUCHI, Hidesuki 1] \D -2 8%
MG P1 o WO, TNAGAKT, Hisajiro 48 44 A R By
Modical Un:Lt (*b) Tte - FUKUSHTWA, Yoncharu 4/; ,gf >
EERRE Coma-r‘ e R B .v.‘}.»<‘~-« S R—— e o i 2 e e & n o amimtn -+ o - .
‘ - o ' - 27 3
MO (%b) " Lte IGUCHI, Kunlhlko xa) H D FH° A

Flgures in parenth051s 1ndlca ¢ latest date at which source.

places person #in particular p081t10n. ,

Prosumably attached to SASEBO 5 SNLP and not sp901¢10ally to
No. -1 Detachment.

Holds different p031blons within No. l Detachment according
to source of earlicr date. .

Earlier source names IGUCHI as Medical Unit Commander.
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