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From: Commander in Chief, Army Forces, Pacific, Advance,
Tokyo, Japan

To: War Department
Nr: CA 52414 28 September 1945
WARTAG for Joint Chiefs of Staff cite CA 52414,

The following report of conditions in North Korea
made by & member of the Australien Department of Informetion
is forwarded for your information.

"Russien occupation of Northern Korea.

With the permission of Colonel Duncan Sinclair,
1 accompanied 4 members of an American prisoner of war
recovery unit, on Septsmber 15th, 1945, to Kanko strip in
Russian occupied Kore

The object of my trip was to interview British and
Australian prisoners of war in Konan priscmer of war camp
about & miles from the strip, and report the nature of my
findings to the Australian government.

I represented myself to the Russians as
Australian Var Correspondent, and during my 7 days sojourn
in the area vas mot obstructed in any way.

first days investigation was 0 revealing that
Todootoan i pursue my inquiries further afleld end learn

the true facts about the Russian occupation of Northern
Korea.

CH-IN-23404 (28 Sept 145)
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From: Commender in Chief, Army Forces, Pacific, Advance,
Tokyo, Japan

Nr: CA 52414 28 September 1945

What I wigh %o record is based on fact and what
I sav personelly, and not on what I heard. This is what
T learned:

1. That the Russians, from the Menchurian border
to areas below Kanko and Konan industrial districts, are
indulging in widespreed and indiscriminate looting pf both
Korean and Japanese property; and ere indulging in repe and
Tobbery of both Koreans and Jepanese by armed force.

2. The Russians are substituting, in Kanko and
Konan, Russian roubles and kopacs for Korean yen, the sub~
stitution being 1 for 1.

3. Kanko and Konan the attitude of the Kuw u.
is bringlng ccgemer the Japs and Koreans-for the fir
in 40 yeas

4. Communists, who represent about 1 tem:h of the
population of Kanko and Konan, are taking adventsge of the
advsne or the Russians and are using the Rus ;1arm B o further
their

5. The Russians are living off the land they have
occupied, and are using only meagre quantities of their own
supplies which consist mainly of rice, bean meal, Tice
bread, and a few vegetebles, principally cabbages.

.. The Russians are bringing south-that is, to
areas below Kanko and Konen-heavy armement and equipment,
such as tanks, mechine guns, heavy trucks.

GHM-IN-23404 (28 Sept 45)
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From: Commander in Chief, Army Forces, Pacific, Advamce
Tokyo, Japan

Nr: CA 5241k 28 September 1945

7. The Russian occupation is forcing thousands
of Koreans and Japanese to trek south to the American Zone.
Another result is seen in the elmost complete cessation of
industrial enterprises.

The prisoners of war in Konan Cemp were allowed
to run the cemp themselves but were given little food by
the Russians who left them to fend for themselves for the
most part, end did nothing, until representations were made
by members of the American Recovery GH Unit, to repatriste
the prisoners.

. On 7 succedsive days I saw Russians looting in

Kenko and Konan districts, and areas to the south and north.
On one occasion I asked, and ves alloved to accompany, &
looting perty. The procedure was thia:

The Russisns, sxmed with tommy guns, would drive
up to & Koresn or Jepenese house, fire & fou shote in the
alr, thon Lresk into the houso, drog cut whet vomen
(mostly young girls) they could find, put them into the
truck along with the furniture and any other articles that
caught their eyes, and drive off to their barracks. After
& day or two the girls are throvn on the street.

0n the occesion I ecconpanied the looting party I
protested when the Russian brought forth a young girl in
tears. They laughed, waved their guns at me significantly,
end carried on with the business. They not only brought
out & young girl; they brought out a camera, two kimonos,
some ciishions and some smell ornements representing Geisha
girls

cu.m-e3uou (28 Sept 45)
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From: Commsnder in Chief, Army Forces, Pscific, Advanco,
Tokyo, Japsn

Nr: CA 52414 28 September 1945

They ususlly looted at night end scted belligerently
1f enyone tried to interfere.

Meny hundreds of Korean and Japenese women in the
vicinity helped feed the prisoners sfter the Japs vere
thrown out. At first they bartered with tho prisomers in a
heelthy vey, the latter peying in Korean yen for oggs, tome-
toes, potatoes, and S0 forth - food they had not tasted in
thres end o haif yesrs. As time went on, hovever, the
women would bring food to the prisoners without scelking
anything in return. They said the prisoners were their
friends, snd the Russians their enemios,

Meny prisoners, who spoke Japanese vell, were asknr
0 visit Japanese and Korean homes, but more pariicular:
Japanese. If Russiens se them enbering they (the Russiena)
vould demend entrence, too, and s womsn. The position be-
game so eloctric ono night while I Ves 4t the cemp thst the
Camp Commandent (Ceptsin George Kinloch, of Glasgow, Scot-
lend) hencero:th denied the men lesve ab night. His sction,
in my opinion, wes 8 wise one, becsuse the prisoners to &
mon vousd atend up to defend any women, regardless of her
netionslity. And this may have led to bloodshed.

guothier oocBsion I sav, Russians doliberstely kmook
& Koreen or & Jap from his cart, remove the ox from the
shafts end teke it away, nresumsbly to be ki"lod foz food.,
Terrorism seems to be the orxdexr of the day with the
Russiens. They go around in Jap commsndeered trucks, srmed
vith tomuy gunsgaeninto a populous district snd fire off
CH-TN-23404 (28 Sept 45)
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From: Commsnder in Chief, Army Forces, Pacific, Advance
okyo, Jepen
Nr: A 52414 28 September 1945

seversl rounds until the crowd has fled screaming.

On September 18 the Russians suddenly begen ex-~
hanging roubles for Koresn yen (the Jsp yen, of course is
vorthless in Koxes). When I heerd of this ciroumstence I
hitch hiked into Ksnko snd mede inquiries. A prisoner nemed
Sezgeant Bill Pyke, of Sydney, ceme up end showed me 8 hand-
ful of roubles he had just roceived for Koresn yen. He 58id
they had been exchanged at the zate of one for one. He 8lso
told mo that tho Russisns wers foroing the Koreons o e
chenge their menoy,

vent up to e Russisn lounging near en intersection
Ll sH five single yen notes, He immediately grabbed
my erm and propelled mo to 8 Russien guard house vhere my
yen vere snstched from my hand end roubles given me.

Xt dey I vent to the market place in Kanko end saw
Russiens spproach with begs of paper roubles emd force the
people to hend over their yem, In overy case the rete of
exchange vas one for one. 'The Koreans obviously did | mot
vent the Russien money snd some ceme to me holding o

the xoubles ond by signe indicated thoy wentod s to and
them y

I returned to csmp snd told some of the British
officers about the new exchange zste. They agreed that if
they could get roubles for yen et the rate eforementioned
they would be on 8 profit msking besis if they exchsnged
their yen forthwith. They took with them some 1500 y

CHM-IN-23404 (28 Sept 45)
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From: Commonder in Chief, Army Forces, Pscific, Advence,
Tokyo, Japen

Nr: CA 52414 28 September 1945

end received a like sum in roubles. (At the old rate of
exchange - sbout 1934 - roubles were worth about 2/4 pence
of the Fnglish merket and ebout 2/8 pence on the Australisn

the moantime had made the women exchenge her monoy for
zoubles, end ves charged hslf a rouble. Not heving half o
rouble on me I offered the womsn 50 sen, She looked out
the door, then hurriedly took the note snd gave mo tho
opple. I had an interpreter with me 8t the time. Ho Spoke
in Japsnese.

The prisoners hope to change thelr roubles for either
Austyslien or nglish money. If they cen at oven half the
©1d rete they will mske & substantisl profit.

3. At Konen I visited & Jepanese house end wes
invited to drink tes. I wes introduced to two Koresns vho
steyed in tho seme house. The Jap told me that he snd the
tvo Kozeans were traders. During the war they wore cnemies,

matter what hoppened, I was quite convinced they meent vhat
they seld. Captein Kinloch, the Camp Commsndent wes vith
me &% the time, He translsted for the Koresns, snd the Jep
spoke English.

CM-IN-23404 (28 Sept 45)
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+From: Commender in Chief, Army Forces, Pscific, Advence,
Tokyo, Jepsn
(Nr:  CA 52814 " 28 September 1944

At Kanko I met the seme thing - Koresns.end Jspe
befriending each other sgeinst the Russiens,

At the Priscner of Wer Camp Koreen and Jspenese
vomen visited the cemp every day with presents. This be-
ceme partloularly noticesblo the last three days. . 1t wes
8 common Sight %o see a Koreen and a Jap womsn issuing
present to each other so that each would be able to give
the prisoners the same velue in tokens,

I think the most revealing scene occufred on September
21st vhen the prisoners were taken in Russisn trucks to

out. It vas reslly touching. 'thoy regarded tho prisoners ss
their friends. The vomen especisily, looked to tmem for
essistence when they were in trouble.

I might add at this junoture that the cemp doctor,
Captein George Morris, s Censdien, sttachod to the Indien
Medical Sexvice before being captured in Singspore, after
tne prisoners took over the cemp themseives, daily trested
dozens of Jep end Koresn women ond children. He refused
Do one. This went on until the prisoners 16ft, His fame
vent abroad; so much so thet he had women cslling on him
from ten miles aistant.

CHM-TN-23408 (28 Sept 45)
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28 September 1945

4, The Communist element in Russisn occupied Kores
is & small, but very vocsl minority. It is using the
Russians to furthey its own ends for instence I sav Koresn
Communists, with tvo Russiens for support, ssk & Korean
if he ves anti Communist. When he denied having anyr.hing o
do with Commumists he was seized and sesrchod, his mon:
ves teken Trom him, and he ves ordered out of Ksnko, I had
& prisonex of ver With me &t the time who understood Whot
ves 881G end repeated it to me, We then followed the pazty
and sgw enother Korean forced from his house. When I re-
turned mext day Commmis Koreens had tevsn over ths houss
and the former owner had been Set edrift with nothing buv
vhet he stood up in,

I sew much evidence of this. In 8ll cases I wes
eble to check the Russiens hed pleyed en sotive pert.

8180 cav Russisns oject from his house & Koresn
S b e e S e teking over Korea.
In seversl cases I checked I vas able to ascertain that
vhere Ghe person séid he vas not pro Russia, either by
actusl statement or inference, ho was cjected from his
house forthvith &nd told to go south.

I intervieved two Koreans, both old men, who were
welking south, just out of Kenko, Through an interpreter
they told me they had boen forced from their homes by the
Russisns. All they stood , 8nd 30 yen, represented

their entire possessions.

CH-IN-23404 (28 Sept 45)
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From: Commender in Chief, Army Forces, Pacific, Advence,
Tokyo, Japan

Fr: Ca 52414 28 September 1gi5

5. Russiane, by indiscriminate robbery, obtain a1l
the food they require. I ectusily sccompenied e Russien
paizol one day when 1t hephozerdly moved around the city
of Kenko. Suddenly the truck turned toverds s ferm, the
Russisns jumped out pell mell, and started shooting. They
brought béck five pigs thet had received the combined maga-

zines of several tommy guns

he truck continued on its way. A fowl yard wes
visited end several fowls collected. The owner wes not
consulted. It vas plain robbery.

heve seen Russiens go into @ fleld of vegetables
&nd remove the lot, despite the farmers entresties that he
6nd his famlly will sterve unless they pay for them but the
Russisns don't pay for the food they collect. At lesst I
heve never scen them pay, and Koreens heve told me they
have received nothing for the enimsls end vegetablos the
Russiens have taken.

One day I lunched with the Russiens at their Kenko
hesdquarters. The place was indescribably filthy. The
food consisted of rice and cabbsge soup and some £ort of
flepjecks. They told mo, through on interpreter, of course,
that the chickens end pork taken from the Koreens, had been
consumed the previous night st & big feast. They 8lso told
me that most Of thelr food ceme from tho Koreens; they
brought very little with them, only rico snd o little mesl
end § very fev vegetabies.

CH-IN-23408 (28 Sept 45)
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From: Commsnder in Chief, Army Forces, Pecific, Advence,
Tokyo, Jepan

Nr: CA 52414 28 September 1945

. Russisn tanks, heavy trucks and other mobile
equipment are moving pest Kenko Southwerds. &Every day I was
in the eres I sav trainlosds of men and equipment moving
south. In the train todey I sew accuffulations of Russiorm
equipment, vehicles, supplies, and so fortn, at points

just sbove the 38th parallel.’ ihy they should bring in
tunks nov that the var is over is beyond my comprehension.
The Japs are quioscent; they have no sxms with vhich to

fighi, enywsy. The Russishs sew to that esrly in the peace.
Big internment cemps sre being set up for fhe roception of
the japs. In these csmps, I understend, the Russiens supply
them with en adequete ellovence of rice, but Jeps I saw re-
turning from the Monchurisn border vere sterving, end nesrly
mobbed & Prisoner of Wer when he held forth & small bar of
cendy. A Jsp, & formor wool buyer in Australis, who spoke
excollent English, said he had eeten nothing for 24 hours

end very little In threo days. He said the Russiens, mostly
young pessants, had herded them elong like cettle. While the
Russisns had plenty to eat and rode horses, the Japs had

%o. keep pace on empty stomachs.

7. All along the line, from Kenko to the American
lines, thore is & stresm of Koresn snd Jap refugecs trokking
south. A few 1 interviewed said they vere eccaping from
the Russians who they feared. Their one desire wes to get
0 Americen occupied Xores. I saw this 1ine just out of
Kenko, I sew it coming into Kanko from the Menchurisn border,
end I sev it entering the Amorican Zome, some 200 miles £o

th. I don 0!
distence without a breek, but it is significent., The atti-~
tude of the Russisns towards the Koreens hes had its effect

AT}
CH-IN-23404 (28 Sept 45) f ‘
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From: Commsnder in Chief, Army Forces, Pacific, Advance,
Tokyo, Japen
Nrs: CA 52414 28 September 1945

on the industriel enterprises, especially eround Kenko and
Konan, When I visited the big carbide works at Konsn on
September 20th end 21st only one of the six furnaces vwos

in operatlon, and then only &% haif cock. On the lattex

doy I counted only four men on the premises which stretch
for miles. When the Japs were in occupation the works
occupied some ten thousend employees, The seme applies to
the chemical works. Apart from 8 few Koreens walking about
the vhole rlace was idie on September 2ist. The Koreens sey
thet if the sussions take over the works, as they expect
them to do, they will be forced to work herd ot low retes of
pay. They don't weni o work for the Russians, So they are
letting the works go idie in the hope that the Russisns
von't bother to set them in motion agein

8. From August 29th, vhen the Russiens kicked out
the Jeps from the POV Cemp &t Konen, until September 2lst
vhon' the PONS left for Jinsen, the enly food supplied by
the Russians to the camp consisted of three deys rations
of rice, millet, Jop tinned fish, & pig end two small oxen.
The prisoners had to depend on the droppings of supplies by
the B 203, snd from what they could get from tho Koresns
end Japs in the vicinity of the cemp

The Russisns did nothing to repatriste the prisoners.
hey promised a1l sorts of things, but nothing happenod.
Ine first inoident oooursed when & B 29 wes virtusily shot
dovn by 8 Yek fighter econd incident occurred when
my perty errived and fo1d tho prisoners they would all be
on the vay home vithin two or three deys. It was seven days
before they moved, thanks to the Russiens.

When the Russisns did sci 1t wes with ostentation.

CH-IN-23404 (28 Sept 45)
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From: Commander in Chief, Army Forces, Pecific, Advance,
Tokyo, Jepan

Nr: CA 52414 28 September 1gl5

My summing up is this: The Russians I saw vere s
Dpoor peasent type, dirty end ill kempt

or lesdership, Some hsdn’t washed for mo
of their clothes or faces and necks. They ell acted belli-
gerently end vith some show of bravedo, but it was easy to
see they had in inferiority complex, There ves no method
in enything they did. When they looted, which wss protty
often, it vas quite indiscriminately.

Some of the Russians had @ Hongol lock, more like &
Tortar. They ste in filth with flies everywhere - cven
the officers - and they dressed in clothes unwashed for
months,

Some told me they had just returned from the Berlin
Zone, - That might account for the condition of their drass,
but not for the dirt on their skin, Meny supported medals.
Some said they hed fought in the Bagtle for Moscow end a
few £3id they were at Stelingrad when the Germsns there
vere beaten.

Everyvhere I went in Kenko or Konsn the inhsbitonts
vented to see the Amoricens come in end teke over. Both
Jeps end Koreens went tais. Rumors flev thick and fast
every dey I was there that the Americens were going to teke
over the country to the 40th perellel.

people, except the few who erdently support the

The
Russians to further their own politicel ends, ore pro Ameri-
cén end would like Americs to take over the whole of Kores.,

CM-IN-23404 (28 Sept 45)
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From: Commender in Chiei, Army Forces, Pacific, Advance,
Tokyo, Jepen

Nr: cA 52414 28 September 1945

From my observations of the two zones I say dofin-
itely that Kores is being torn in half. People in the
northern zone are terrified of the Russians, industry is
at 8 standstill, end the one desire, it seems, is to get
south to the Americen Zone as quickiy es possibie. Sgd
leonsrd I Barsdell iusirelian xepxesoncetive at GHQ for tne
Depsrtment of informstion 22 September 1945"

End

See CM-IN-23151.

ACTION: OPD

INFO : JC/S, Adm Leahy, CG AAF, OPD (State), G-2,
CAD,” Adm King, Mr. McCloy, C of 8
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