Name of Accused: )
Matzu Shoss, Comnander of Japanese Forces, Tarawa, and

other Jepsnese soldiers under his commend whose 1defiTity is unknown.

U On 15th October, 1942, the follov.;ing British Nationals were
behesded, or in some instances, otherwise murdered by the Japanese
at Betlio, Tarawa.

Lieutenant Reginald G. Morgan, Wireless Operator in the
service of the Gilbert and Ellice Islands Colony
at Tarawa.

Basil Cleary, Dispenser in the service of the Gilbert
and Ellice Islends Colony at Tarawa.

Iseac R. Handley, Retired Master Mariner, resident of Tarawa.:

" A. M. McArthur, Retired Trader of Nonouti, Gilbert and Ellice
Islands Colony.

Revd. A. L. Sadd, Missionary, resident of Beru, Gilbert and
Ellice Islands Colony.

The following wireless operators in the employ of the New
Tealand Govermment and stationed in the Gilbert and Ellice Islands
Colony.

Station
A. C. Heenan ¥alana Island
J. J. McCarthy Abemsama #
H. R. C. Hearn Kuris "
A. E. McKemna Nonouti L
C. A. Pearsall , Tamana "
The following members of the 2nd Rew Zealand Expeditionary
Force:
' Station. -
64653 Pte. L. B. Speedy Halena
6u606 %" C. J. Owen ' Meaiana
64056 " D, H. Howe , Abemema
63882 " R. J, Hitchen Abememe
641,85 " R. Jones Ruria
6382 " R. A, Ellis Kuria
64057 " C. A. Kilpin Nonoutil
aL062 u J. H. Nichol Nonouti
64005 v W. A. R. Parker’ Tanans
64022 " R. M. McKenzie . Tamana.

Particulars of the Alleged Crime. )
The alleged victims were stationed at or resident 1n various
islands of the Gilbert and Ellice Groupe.

About 17th September 1942 the wilreless operator and two members
of 2nd New Bsaland Expedltionary Force stationed on Abemema (Mre J. Je
McCarthy, wireless operator, and privetes D. H. Howe end R.J.Hitchen)
were teken from Abemama to Tarawe on board the Japaneee ship “Daldo

_ Maru",

On 24th Septem'ber 1942 Messrse. Cleary, Morgan and Handley who
were on that date on Tarawa Island were there' taken into custody by
the Japansse, On 25th September a Japsnese vessel left Tarawa and
proceeded to Beru where Rev. Mr., A, L. S8edd was arrested end teken
aboard the vessel. From Beru the Japenese proceeded to Temana where
they arrested three Europesans -~ one e wireless operator end the pthers
soldiers of the 2nd New Zealand Expeditionary Force, (evidence will
show that these men were C. A. Pearsall, Pte. W. A. R. Parker and Pte.
R, M. McKenzie) - and took them aboard the vessel; thence to Tabilteuea
where no arrests were made; thence to Kurias where the four prisoners

referred
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yeferred to above were transhipped to another Japsnese vessel. At
Kuria three more Europeens (evidence will show thet these men were Kr.

H. R. C. Hearn, Wireless operator, and Privates R. Jones and R. A.

Ellis, soldiers of the 2nd New Zealand Expeditionary Force) were arrested
and taken aboard the Jepsnese vessel on which the other prisoners then
weree. The vessel then proceeded to Tarawa where the prlsoners were
debarked. The prisoners were taken to the Jepanese Commander's house
where they were handcuffed and tied to coconut itrees. =

On 1st October the Japanese set out from Tarawa for Nonoutil.
There they arrested four Europeans, one of whom was ldentifled ac Mr.
Ae. M. McArthur. Evidence will show that the others were Mr. A, E.
McEerns, wireless operator, and Privates C. Ae Eilpin and J. H. Nichol,
soldiers of the 2nd New Zesland Expeditionary Force. These men were
taken by ship to Tarawe where they were teken to the Japanese Command-
er's house, handcuffed and tied to trees in like manner to the other
prisonerse. At this time all the prilsoners who had been brought from
Beru, Temena end Furia were still tied to trees.

On or esbout 1st October 19,2 the "Katorli Maru" left Betio
and proceeded to Abalang where o asrrests were made, end thence to
Maiansa. There the wireless operator and two soldiers of the 2nd
New Zealand Expeditionary Force were arrested and teken to Betlio by
ship. Evidence will show that these three men were wireless operator
A, C. Beenan, and Privates L. B. SPeedy end C. J., Owen. These three
men were later seen in custody outside the Jepanese Commander's house
at Betio by Octave Terriene, Romen Catholic Bilshop in this ares.

There is als0 evidence that Messrs. Ae L. Teylor and T. Ce

Murray, wireless operators statlioned at Beru were arrested by tke
Japenese on 29th September 1942 but there is no evidence of their
having been tazken to Betio, or of their having been seen at Betio,
and accordingly it cannot be sald witkh any degree of certitude
wnether or not they were smong the victims, and allegations that they
were murdered by the Jepanese are not being made at the present Juncture.
The metter is mentioned as it is thought that if and when the whole
matter 1s investigeted et Terawa further evidence in respect of these
two men may be forthcominge. _

‘ On the afternoon of 15th October 1942 Betio was bombarded by
a United States warshlp and United States planes bambed Japanese ships
lying off the island. During the shelling one of the men imprisoned
in the lunatic compound escaped. ° The Jepanesé searched the houses in
the villege until they recaptured the escapee. Shortly efterwards

. the prisoners were executed by the Japsnese. The prisoners were be-

headed. The bodies were thrown into a cammon grave where they were
seen by witnssses, who, beceuse of the mutilated and charred conditions
of the bodies, were unsble to identify seny of the victims. The hesads
of the victims were thrown into & separate grave. None of ths victims
were identified after thelr execution, but nons of them were eseen again
on Betlo. Exhumation of the bodies for possible identification was
impossible as the site of the grave received a direct hit from bombs
during the Americen landings on Taraws,

Evidence in support.

Genereal. .
The exscution was wlitnessed by Mikaere, & native of Tarawa,

end the bodies of the victims were viewed by one Frank Hipghlend and

the Native Constable, Taksue, both of Tarawa. Ione of the victims,
however, was ldentified. The evidence is that the bodies were lncep-
able of identification because of their charred and mutilated condition.
In view of these factors, it is necessary to rely on indirect evidence

‘to establish the identity of the victims; - to prove that the alleged

victime were in varying circumstances arrested by the Japanese prior to,
and were 1in custody in the lunatic campound at Betio et the time of the
mass execution, and that they were never seen agasin after the execution.
Surmrery: N ' \ 4

Reve. As L. Sadd:
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) Tiriata witnessed Hacarthur's arrest at Nonouti and his
subseguent transportation to Betio. Bishop Terrienne and Highland
both saw him at Betio tied with his hands behind his back and tethered

to & coconut tree.

Lieutensnt R« Ge Morger
Besil Cleary.

Isaac Handlef. ’

Cleary and Morgan were seen Iin custody outside the Jegpenese
Commender's house by Bishop Terrienne and Titiata. Copelend saw Cleary
in the lupatic enclosure. - Highlend saw the three of them locksd in the

lunatic enclosure.

Wireless operators in the emplﬁx_of the New Zealand Govermment and
members_of the 2nd New Zealand Expeditionarv Force:

These men were stationed on various islands in the Gilbert ehd
Ellice Islends Groupe. Evidence as to their disgosition cen be given by
Captain O. J. Drennan of the Gilbert and Ellice Islands Defence Force and
Asst. District Officer in the Gilbert Islands District or other officer
having custody of official records in the matter. This evidence will
prove that the men concerned were stationed at the islands shown opposite
their respective nsmes in the surmery of the facts above.

¥r., J. J. McCarthy.
EEOEE Pte. D. H. Howe,
3882 Pte R. J. Hitchen.
The above-named were stationed on Abemeama. Bishop Terrienne

saw them in custody at Abemama angd travelled in the hold of & Japanese
vessel with them to Betio. Tirlaete saw them on the arrival at Betio.

Mr, C. Lo Peersall .
gggog Pte. W. Parker:
22 Pte, M. McKenzie: ' ’

The above-nsmed were stationed at Tamens. Evldence ac to
their arrest at Temens by the Jepenese can be given by both Tiriata and
Copeland, both of wham accompenied them to Betio in a Japanese ship.
Tiriata witnessed their being handcuffed and tied to coconut trees outside
the Jepenese Commender's house on the day they were lsnded at Betio, &nd
saw them again in the same place and in the same ciramstesnces after he re-

turned from the expedition to Nonouti. Copeland elso saw thean in similer
circumstences outside the Jepenese Commender's housee.

¥r. H. R. CY Hearn:
. e85 Pte, Re JOnes: _
o382 Pte R. A, Ellis: i ' .

The above-nsmed were stationed at Kurla. 'Evidence as to
their arrest at XKuria by the Jupenese and subsequent transhipment to Betio
can be given by both Tirlate and Copelend, who slso saw them both immed-
lately after their arrival at Betio and subsequently, handcuffed and tied
to coconut trees.

Mr. A. E. HcKenna :
Pte., Co 2. Kilpin:-
062 Pte. J. H. Nichol:

. = +
The above-nsmed were stationed at Nonouti. Titiste witnessed
their arrest at Nonouti and travelled with them on a Japanese vellel to

Betlo. FHe saw them hendcuffed and tied to cocomut trees outside the
Japanese Commander's house.

Mr, A. C. Heenan
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The sbove-named were stationed et Malana. @epeland can
depose as to their arrest et Malana and their transhipment to Betio.
Bishop Terrienne recognised these three men among the prisoners he
saw tiled uwp under the trees outside the Japanese Cormani2r's house.

Evidence of Octave Terrienne, Vicar Apostolic of Gilbert and Ellice
Islsnds (extracted from a statement made to Mr. D, C. Y. Wernham,
Deputy Commissioner for the Western Pacific, 29th December, 1943,.)

I arrived at Abemsma on 2nd or 3rd September, 41942. The

Japanese medical officer informed me that there were three European
prisoners. I went with him to the tradestore at Kdbangaki village
vhere the three prisoners WEre ecesececcsceccscscesess About two weeks
later the KpDaido Maru' arrived. Wher I went aboard, I was sent into
the hold where I found the three prisoners. I saw no other prilsoners
on board. We sailed at about 8 or § o'clock in the evening and reached
Betio next morning. I think I went ashore at Tarawa before the prisoners.
G0secsecrescvscssecvseccnse One day’ prOb&bly between 17th and 20th Septem-
ber, 1942, I met ¥r. Cleary on the roed near my station. I asked him what
wes his condiiion. He replied that he was free but that he had to go to
Abaokoro. But later on I saw Mr. Cleary smong the European prisoners
from the hospltal golng to work on the wharf. .

: I saw Buropeens outside the house of the Japanese Commander
(formerly the house of the Manager of Burns, Philp S. Se Coy) From
this place the prisoners were being tokern to the house for exemination.
When they were under the trees, the prisoners' hands were tied and
possibly thelr feet. VI recognised the wireless operator end two New
. Zealand soldlers from Maiaema., One of these soldiers whom I knew well,
raised his hend to greet me. I elso remember seeing hkir. Sadd end Mr.
McArthur there, but perhsaps at a different time. The prisoners had
been brought from Adifferent.islands at different times. I saw Mr.Morgan
on the verandsh of the Japanese Coomander's house.

After the examination of each batch of prisoners wes completed,
they were confined to the lunstic enclosure st the hospital.

On the afternoon of 15th October 1942 Betio was shelled. I saw
the Korean lsbourers, who had been working on the Govermment station and
hospitel run 1nto Betio village. I went to the lagoon beach. I believed
we would be safer there. After the bombing and the shelling we waited a
1ittle and then returned to my house. We had nct been therc long when &
crovll of Korean lebourers arrived armed with axes and knives. One of
their overseers had drawn a sword. He could apeak a little English and
he told me to go into my house and look everywhere becsuse they were look-
ing for a prisoner who had tried to escape. They searched my house and
every other house in the village. A little while after they left our
station, I heard five or silx detonations, which X thought were rifle fire.
Not long efter the Korean labourers returned to the village. As they
passed my house I asked them what had heppened. They made signs express-
ing that they had shot somebody and that he had .been killeQ. ceescovescce
eeesssesses I heard no further shots, aelthough I wes not far from the
lunatic asylum where the European prlsoners were kept.

A few days before the shelling of Betio the Japsnese told me I
would be sent to Makin on 16th October. I made an attempt to eee the
prisonsrs. I apgked Ldeut. Yokotu. FBe gpid he would ask the Japanese
Commeander. He leter telephoned me and told me the Commander had refused
permission. The nsme of the Japanese Commander was Matzu Shosa.

After the shelling of Betio I wag told by Masibusi to go to my
house and not to leave it. After that there were two soldlers guading
my 'house by dey and three by night, until we were sent to Makin a week
later. Durling that week we were not allowed to go outszide the house
and no native was allowed to speak to us." . '

Evidence of Tiriata, Native Clerk and Interpreter (extracted from a
statement mede to Mr. D. C. I. Wernham, Deputy Commlssioner for the
Vestern Pacific on 16th Jamuary, 1944.)

"On 17th
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"On 417th September I saw Bishop Terrienne, Rudolph Muller, two
Gilbertese bovs and three Europeans asrrive at Betio. They came on big
Jepanese ship. One of the Gllbertese boys told me that they came from

bemame. .

A Oon 23rd September 1942 Masibusi, who previously worked for N.B.K.
at Butaritarl and was now in charge of native labour under the Jepanese
at Betio told me to write to Mr. Cleary at Abaokoro to come to Betio.

" Next day Mr. .Cleary arrived. Late the same day I heard that Mr. Cleary,

Mr. Morgan end Captain Handley were taken by the Jepanese ¥ the lunatic
enclosure. About 5-30 p.m. Masibusl came to my house, wantiing myself and
Tourekal to leave Betio on a Jepanese ship, early next morning. Next
morning we left Betio on a bilg Japenese ship, accampanied by a warship

end one ship carrying equiprent for listening for submarines. We went to
Eeru. The Jespenese soldiers could not find the Europeans on the Govermment
station. The Japenese went separately to look for the Europeans, Two
soldiers returned to the station with Mr. Sadd. They took him on board ~
the ship. From Beru we went to Temana. The natives told the Jgpenese

the Europeans were still in their house. On their way down to see the
Europeans, I saw the three Europeans walking towards them. The Furopeans
packed their clothes and were teken on board the ship. I do not know their.
pemes. Two were in uniform and the other was wearing & lavalava. Ths ship
wend then to Tabiteuea., The Japanese landed on the Government Station.
They found theat there were no Europeans except the Roman Catholic mission-~
eries. They had no chance to see these because plane englnes were heeard
end they hurried back to the ship. When we reached the ship we went to
¥urla. There leslie Copeland, myself and Mr. Sadd and the three Europeeans
were shipped to arotrer ship. Then Leslie snd myself went ashore with Jap-
snese soldiers. Other Japanese soldiers had slready landed and were looking
for one more European. -‘Not longafterwards they found him. They took the
three Europeans on boarde I do not know their nemes and I had not seen them
before. Two were wearing uniforms and the third one was wearing & lavalavae.
Afrter that we left for Tarawa. When we reached. Tarawa we &ll went eshore
elso these Europeans. We walted beside the Govermment store snd the Euro-
Teans were taken away by Jepapese soldliers. - When the Japanese soldiers
arrived, they all marched to the Japanese Caqmmander. Meslbusl, Leslie
Copeland, Fritz Relher, Tourskal and myself followed the soldiers. The
soldiers lined up in front of the Jspanese Commander's house, where I saw
all the Europeans whom we had brought. They were hendouffed and tied
against coconut trees. On 18t October Masibusi called me and we went on
board the ship. Vhen she rescXed Nonoutl, I went ashore with the soldiers.
The Japenese found the Europeans inside the Native Govermment Office. They
called them and lined them up and questioned them.

: There were four Europeans. I 4o not know thelr nsmes except for Mr.
McArthur. They were all taken aboard ship and the ship left for Taraws.
Mr. Macarthur wore white ghirt and trousers. The rest wore uniform. After
the sghip anshored &t Tarawa we &ll landed. The Europeans were teaken away
first. We followed them to the Japanese Cammander's house. The four Euro-
peans were handcuffed sgainst other trees. The Europeans who had been
brought from Beru, Temana and Kuria were still there, handcuffed and tied
against the trees. A few days after I left Betio to go to Bouriki and
stafyed there for two weeks. One day when I wes fishing in the ldgoon &

~.U.8. warship wes shelling Betio from the outside. Two U.S.planes dropped

bombs, Before I left Betio I saw the Europesn prisoners twice. I think I
saw the whole lot except Captain Handley and Mr. Macarthur.  They were work-
ing near the Post Office. I recognised Mr. Sadd, the three Europegns from
Temana, the three fram Xuria andé the three from Nonmouti. I could not recog-
niaettge 3thers except Mr. Morgen and Mr. Cleary. There were gbout twenty
all old. ' E

Evidence of Leslie Copelend, of Taerawa, (BExtracted from a statement made
to Hr. D. C. I. Wernhem, Depuly Commisslicner for the Western Pacific on
16th January 194l.)

"I went with Tirlata on the Jepanese ship to Beru. When we went
ashore I tried to get the launch hipgh and dry in the passage to give the '
wireless operator more time. When we got ashore the wireless operators
Yad cleered off. The Jepanese called Mr. Sadd a wireless operator. I
succeeded at lest in telling them that he was m misslonary. We left Beru
about 5 p.rie witk Mr. Sadd. We went to Tamana. We went ashore at Tamana

early
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. ..”'y next morning. The three Europeans stayed at their house waiting

for the Japenese, Two were soldliers, the other & wireless operator. I

do not know their nsmes s _the Japasnese would not let us spesk to them.

One of the soldlers was called "Mack" by the natives, The' three Euro-
peens were taken aboard and we left Tamena for Tabiteuea. We went ashore
at Tabiteuea to look for wireless. A native told the Japenese that there
was no wireless operator or wireless there. We left Tabiteuea for Tarawa,
but turned asids to call at Kuria. We went ashore, Another Japanese ship
had errived before us., The Jepanese froam the other ship ¥=d already
captured two Furopeans. We followed the Japasnese officer down the road

to the south and the wireless operator and same natives came to us. The
Jepanese took him eboard. About half an hour later we went aloard the
other ship. Next morning we went ashore at Betio with the Europeans. We
81l marched to the house where the Japenese Commander was, with those

seven Europeans., After we had seen that, Kansski told us we could go home
end Titiets and I left. At about 4 p.m. the Japanese sent word that they
wanted me again. I went to the Jspanese Commender's house. I saw those
Europeans lying or sitting on the ground with their hands tied behind their
backs end fixed to coconut palms. Xansaki took us on board a ship sald by
the Japenese to be the "Kotari Maru".. Next morning we were off the passage
at Abaiang. The ship anchored close to the passage and we went ashore in &
landing boat. We slept at Bourlki and next morning we went as fer as the
South End, with Jhpanese soldiers, Be&rching in the bushe essectcssscsscce
After we left Abalang we went to Maians arriving in the morning. ' We landed -
at Tebikerai. The Japaneseé walked to the Govermment Station. Before they
reached the Govermment Station they were told that two of the Coast-watchers
were at the Govermment Stetlon_and thet orne was hiding in tkhe bush., After
searching e long time in the bush the Jepanese found him. .The natives sald
that the wireless operator's nesme was Arthur, and that the man found in the
bush was Leslie and the other man was Charlie., When we returned to Betio
Masibusi told me I could go. I mede up my mind to go and see Captain
Handley, Basll Cleery and Kr. Morgan. I tried to approach the lunatic
asylum where they were geoled, from the back of the village. When I got -
close I saw Basil Cleary inside the fence. The same night I left Betlo.

L
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Evidence of Frank m%am, of Tarawa. (Extracted from a statement made
fo Mr. D. C. I. We s Deputy Commissioner of the Western Pacifioc on

30th December, 1943.)

4 ° .

"Wy wife and myself were orn Eello for three days, -& week or so
before Betio was shelled for the first time by a U.S.ship on 15th October
1942, I saw Revd. Sadd, one trader, Macarthur by neme, two New Zealanders
in unfform (shorts and arill jackets with buttons) and two New Zealanders
in civilian clothes. Eech one hed his hends tied behind his back by-
several feel of rope, the other end of which was tied to coconut trees.

The men slept on the gress under the trees. The third morning after thet
we saw them still tied up. My wife and I were not allowed to go neer them.
Midday that day we saw them locked up in the lunstic asylum. We sBaw Mr. -
Morgsan, Cept. Handley and Mr. Cleary with themn. The same afternoon I left
Betloeeovecsasecscsosecssasesssse - Three days after the Ship shelled Betio I
heard the news that they were killed and went down with soms native boys.
The native boys took me two hundred yards back of the west side of the
lunatic asylum fence. There were many Japs about so next morning at nine
I went with Constable Tekeua and saw where the bodies were burned in Babal.
pit. I went in the pit and 1ifted up coconut branches and corrugated iron.
The bodtes were all partly burnt. I lifted one body with Jjust an armm
burnt and showed it to Tekeaua. There were no heads on the bodies. I

saw another heap in the pit snd under the iron were the skulls. When I

saw this I dropped ths tin." : _

Evidence of Mikaere, native,df Tarawa. (Extracted from a statement made
before Mr. D. C. I. Wernham, Deputy Commissioner of the Western Pacific
on 16th February 1944.) : .

"About a month efter the Japanese occupied Betio one European ran
away from the lunatic enclosure. After the seroplanes flew over and had

‘bombed the ships in the passage the Japanese were looking for him. I was

with the Bishop and Father Viallon. The Japanese sent all the natives
. . back
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beck to their houses. I went to the Bishop's house. One Japanese

car~ to the Bishop's house and showed us his sword which was stained with
blc 1. It wes fresh blood. The Japenese said that the European who had
run away was dead. About 4 or 5 pe.me. I went to cut toddy on the north
side of the lunatic enclosure. I 4id not cut toddy becesuse I heard a

lot of noise in the lunatic enclosure. There was & lot of shouting going
on. -I ran into the house nearest the lunatic enclosure and seat on, the
floore. This house.1s about twenty fathoms from the lunatic enclosure.
While I was sitting in the house I saw all the Europeans sitting down in
line in front of the first house inside the lunatic enclqgure. There were
a lot of Jepanese coolies inside the enclosure. One Japanese stepped for-
ward to the first Europeen end cut hls head off. Then .I saw & second Euro-
pean have his head cut off and I could not see the third one because I
fainted. I do not know how long I lay in the house but I was there until
one Japanese coolie came near  the house where I was and fell down on the
ground with a biscuit tin of clothing. He hid the tin in the dresser's
cook house. After he left I went and toock the biscuit tin containing

the clothes to my house. When I reached the Bishop's house some natives
ceme and took the clothes away, leaving me with only one pair of shorts

and one shirt. There were no names on the shorts or shirt which I kept.

I do not know the nsme of the Jaspsnese who came to the Bishop's houss. I
know he was & labourer and I had seen him with the coolies. He used to
work in the office which was formerly the District Officer's office. He
was the man I saw cutting off the heads of the two Europeans. All the
natives on Betlo knew that Japanese. He used work on peper, writing. He
wes a leader of the Japanese labourers. I do not know what happened to
the bodies of the Europeans who were executed. After I left I never went
near that place again." , .

Evidence of Ikamawa, of Ocesn Island, Native Clerk in the service of the
Gilbert and Ellice Islands Colony. (Extracted from evidence on oath made
before Mr. D. C. I. Wernham, Deputy Comiissioner of Western Pacirfioc.)

"In 4942 I was in Beru. Japanese troops. landed at about 5-30 a.m.
on 29th Septembér, 1942. Mr, Allan L, Taylor and Mr. Thomas C. Murray
were stationed at Beru as wireless operators. On that day Mr. Teylor was
on watch from 4 a.m. to 8 a.m. When the Japanese arrived Tekerara assisted
Mr. Taylor to send the messages. Then the Japanese shelled the ‘island.
Mr. Taylor and Mr. Murray ren away to the bush at Nuke village, and told
Tekerara to burn the station as soon as the Japanese landed. Mr. Taylor
told me this when I saw him afterwards. The Japanese landed at the Gov-
eroment station. About ten of them went to the Misslon Station at Rongo-
TONgo. I saw Mr., A. L. Sadd in his house but d4id not speak to him. Then
the Japanese came bringing Leslie Copeland with them. I ran to Tablang.

I never saw Mr. Sadd again. The Japaness all returned to their ship in

the evening. ]
‘ Next day (Sunday) I saw Mr. Taylor and Mr. Murray. They hsad
decided to escape from Beru, using the London Missionary Society launch

and the Govermment whale boat. They said they would leave at 5 pem. that
day. I went to Tabiang to ask the natives to carry stores to the boats.
When I was there, a native arrived by bicycle to tell me that Mr. Taylor.
and Mr. Murray were not going and to tell me to go to Rengorongo at about
7 peme I went there. They told me that Pastor Iublli would not let them
have the London Misslonary Soclety lsunch, and the Native Govermment refused
the Govermment whale boat because they were frightened of the Jgpanese.

The natives sald that, before he left, the Japanese Commesnder told them

that the 1slsnd would be shelled if the natives allowed the Europeans to
leave the island. After that Mr. Taylor and Mr. Murray stated at Rongo- -
rongo until the Jepanese returned on 7th October, 1942, On that dey I

went to Rongorongo to see Mr. Taylor end Mr. Murray. Mr. Teylor end Mr.
Murrey went to meet the Japanese. They 1t0ld me not to po with them. So

I went back, and they went towerds the Govermment stetion. I never saw

them ageine”




7/ " g ‘“;ikaere of Taruwa, Cilbsrt and :llics Islands Colony,
v daposes on oath as follows:-

#hen the first Unibed states asaroplanes came
to Hotlo, it was at about 2 o'clock in the aftarnoon.
I'wo United States aeroplanes bonued Japaness shilps 1n uwne
port. All the natlive laboursrs run onto the reaf,
7hen the two asroplanes wenbt away, triio natives returned to
the place where the Jritlish Govarnment stallon used to be.
L wag with the rishop 1n hils houss, One of the Japanese
want to the natlives and told them %that one of thId>
Suropeans had escaped from the lunatlc Asylum snclosure.
411 the natives wors sent to the bullding which was tne
olffice of the Disitricut Qfficer, After that they were
sent back to their camp, because tne Japanese sald trab
the Zuropean had bsen caught,

e Did you remain with the clshop or did you go
. to the offlice of the Diatrict Cfficer?
ANB ., I woent with the other natlivss Lo the offlce of the
District Officer,
e Did the Papanese say who the Zuropean was who
had escaped?
AnS- NO.
The natives all went to thelr camp and I went to the
5ishop's housa, Then one Japansss came to us and showad

his sword Lo us, That sword was covered with blood.
ns sald that he had killed the Zuropeans with hls sword,

Se Do you know who that Japannse was?
Ans, I do not know, but perhaps some of the natives
might know,

He was not a soldier, he ussd to 31t all the tim=
in the offics,

Te When he came to the DLishop's house to show his
sword, from what dirsction did he come?

Ans, He came from the dlirection of tiha ©0ld native
village.

He 1lsft us and went to the former sritish Government
Station. Shortly after 5p.n, 1 wment to cut toddy btesside
the Lunatic Asylunm, I heerd a lot of nolss and saw
a lot of Japanese inside the Lunatic Asylum enclosurs,
I wanted to see what was happening so 1 went to the
house which was formerly used by the natives looking afver
the lunatigs, When 1 reachsd the houszs 1 saw the
suropeans sitting in a line inside the enclosurs, dhilse
I lay in that house, the Zuropeans being alrsady linesd
up, 1 saw one of the Zuropeans, i1t might have been
Captain Handley, pullei out from the house by the
Jananese and placed in frcnt of the ZTuropeans,

was he alive?
Ans. He was dead., hen he was placed in front of tie

Zuropeand, he was lying down, covered with blood,
Then one Japanese started to kill tne Zuropeans, He
cut off the head of the first Zuropsan, then the second,
then the third, then I 4id not see any more because J
fainted. “hen 1 came to, 1 saw the Japanese carrying
the dead bodles to two pits on the Sest slds of the
Lunatic enclosure, I could not see how many bodiss there
were, 7hen I was lying in the house, a Japanese coolle
ran past and fell down close beside, with & tin full of
suropean clothes, He put the tin down in tke houss, and
want back to hslp to carry the cornees. I took the tin
of clothes and went baok to the 3ishop's house, I
informed the 3ishop. about the death of the suropeans,
The clothes were taken from me by other natives, excant
for one pair of shorts and one shirt,

Qo Can you tell the date on whish that happened?

Ans, I do not remember,

e About how many :Zuropeans did you sse lined up in the
Lunatlec Asylum Znclosure?

Ans, I did not count them. Thers w3rs more than
ten.

/% P ve 2ld you rscognizs
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e D14 you recosnize the Jaoanese szo cubt off their

heads,

AN8e He was the saze man 7ho caze Lo 3slhow his sword
to the ilshop.

- Jers.the Japanzse who killed tus _uropeans coollss
or aoldiers?

ins, Cney were all coolles,

Te Do you know who was bthe luropean who escaped?

Ans, I do not &now, but I heard froz natives that i3
was Lr, Cleary. _

e Did you recognlise any of the Zuropeans, who werse

' in the Lunatic enclosure, other than Captain

Handley? . -

Ans, I recognlsed lr, Sadd and er, scarthur,

sefors that day I had seen Xr, Cleary and other <Juropean
prisoners worklng on the wharf a% Betlo, After the day
on which I saw the Zuropeans killed, 1 did not see any
Zuropeans on Betloc excspt the 5ishop, Fatasr Viallon and
irother Conrad. sAbout two days aftesrwards 1 saw tne
oodiss of the murderad iuropeans, but it was 4ifficult to
see them among ths ashes, for the Japansse had burned
themo )

Signed vy me at Tar-.wa tihis 1%%% day of
Jctober, 1944, :
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I certirfy tuat the avove siaisment was falta-
fully interprsested by me and re-intarpreted to tne witness
pefore his silznaturs was apvended taersatc,
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Clerk-in- tralning.
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Deputy Commissloner,
for the Jestern Paciflc,



