LIST OF QUERIES


(N.B. a. If all your information cannot be written in the

 spaces provided below, please attach blank sheets,

 indicating the number of each query alongside your

 reply.

   
         b. Specific cases and incidents with the date and place



 will be the most valuable kind of information


         c. It may take a little while to recall some of the


             topics mentioned below. However if you could send


             your replies in the  enclosed envelope by the end 


             of March 1947, this would greatly assist us.)

Surname
MENZIES
Christian names  MICHAEL
Civilian occupation (employer if any) Manager (Potters China Store, Onehunga)
If in the Armed Forces,

Regimental Number


Rank


Unit

Capture
1. What was the place of your capture?

The Island of “Pikati” Gilbert Islands

2. On what date were you captured?  
December 11th. 1941

3. What were the circumstances of your capture?  

We were a “Coast Watching” station

4. Were you ever given any instructions in the event of capture?  If so, what?

To destroy codebooks and all confidential papers, wireless transmitter & equipment & anything that might be of use to the enemy. Not to divulge anything that might be of aid to them (not that we knew anything of importance.)

5. Did you before capture know anything of the provisions of the Geneva Convention regarding the treatment of prisoners of war?

NO! It was all conjecture on our part and it was reasonable for us to believe that we would be treated as human beings.

6. What happened immediately after your capture

All the contents of our pockets were thrown on ground, then an officer read to us & as near as I can remember it was this: “This is the Imperial Navy’s Grand Advance. You are now prisoners of the Emperor of NIPPON” – Then a lot more of bunk. We were then marched to our house & told to produce Codebooks etc.

Then we were made to give them EVERYTHING we had in writing and photos all personal effects & without so much as glancing at them they made a fire & burnt them including our pay books. We were then sat on the ground and surrounded by a ring of Nips all making lunges (?) at us with their bayonets. They seemed a little annoyed at us because we had destroyed or burnt everything of importance.
7. Were you interrogated?  If so what procedure did the Japanese follow?

Sometimes we where interrogated collectively & other times individually. They seemed to be particularly interested in Fiji & where the minefields were….. around Suva. They seemed sure that we knew these things.

8. How were our wounded treated immediately after capture?

I can only tell you what I have heard as the three of us were not wounded.

9. Was your captivity ever notified to our authorities or to your relatives?  If so how long after capture and by what means?

As far as I can in the time; I have checked up on this question & the answer is definitely NO! as far as my friends and relatives are concerned. As for the authorities you have better access to this information than I have.

10. How were you transported from your place of capture to a transit camp?

At approx 4 P.M. on Dec 27th 1941 we were put on board a min laying Cruiser, taken below deck & put into a make shift room with walls of canvas. We were not per until approx 9 P.M. The iron deck was our bed.

On Dec 28th we arrived at what we are practically sure was the Island of “Jalute” (Marshal Islands) we were transferred to a very old ship of about 4000 tons. We were put in the Forward Hatch where we met another of our mates who had been operating in “Abiang”. We were all commanded to write an essay on our movements since being taken prisoner.

On Dec 29th at 2.30 P.M. we arrived at a Jap base which I am sure was “Likeb” (Marshall Islands). During the transfer from ship to ship I actually counted 13 submarines & 11 other vessels 7 of which were Heavy Fighting crafts. The ship we were put onto this time was the “Yamagiri Maru” approx 12000 tons. We were put between decks amongst 60 to 70 Japs, but once again we were “Canvassed Off”.

We arrived at Yokohama on Jan 7th 1942. 

11. What were the circumstances of your life in transit camp (quarters, food, treatment in general) ?

This is a very brief outline.

Jan 7th 1942 “Yokohama”. We were taken to the buildings of a large Race Track where we spent the night.

Jan 8th Saw some other prisoners but we could not contact them. Left Race Track at 8-30A.M. Arrived at a House at 9-30A.M. which formally belonged to a Mr. Dennison of the “Standard Oil Co.” We stayed here until we left for War Prisoners Camp.

Jan 9th Many Army Officials inspected us. A group photo of us was taken.

Jan 10th we were joined by an American sailor “Arthur Griffiths” who was a radioman at the Consular Office, Tsingtao China. He had diplomatic immunity & was later sent back to the U.S.A. 

Jan 11th counted 427 Jap plans which flew overhead.

Jan 14th Left for unknown destination 3P.M.

Jan 15th Arrived at the Prison camp which was situated in the centre of a very large Military Training Base “Zentsuji”. After being there about 5 ½ hours we were joined by the arrival of about 500 Americans from the island of Guam.

I don’t know if this is the type of answers you want, but I have abbreviated it as much as possible.
12. When You reached a permanent camp,

a. were you ever visited by a representative of the International red Cross or of the Swiss Government?

If so Was he able to accomplish anything?

The First visits we had were :- March 12th 1942 Swiss Representative, March 19th 1943 International Red Cross. The only benefits we received whenever any of these people visited was a lot of empty promises & the Japs would put on a halfway respectable meal.

b. How were your living quarters with regard to b buildings, space, lighting, heating, washing sanitary conveniences etc?

Lousy!  While the Japs were doing alright in the initial stages of the war, treatment of its Prisoners Of War was fair enough. But when the tide turned, then the going got tough. I would like to stress my point as regards the sanitary conveniences. They were big pits dug in the ground & when they got full on many occasions I have had to empty them into barrels then drag them through the main streets of “Zentsuji” then spread it on gardens. One of these places was immediately outside the window of our room & the flies etc. were terrible. There is a lot more I could say on this but this will give you the general idea.

c. Did you ever receive any Red Cross food? If so how often?

Yes! About 12 individual parcels & on several occasions something had been removed by the Japs but after vigorous protests we got it back.

d. What were your rations from the Japanese?

Rice & more rice. At the beginning we received bread with our rice an occasional apple or tangerine but as I have said before when the going became tough it was rice millet & bird seed crawling with all sorts of worms & very little of it at that, with a soup made of sweet potato tops, not the potato, & hard work to do on that diet.

e. Were you able to supplement this in any way?

Yes! By stealing food while on the working party. Quite often we would have to eat it on the spot. Several prisoners would stand watch while some would get their full of raw rice or perhaps dried fish, it all depended on what was on the offering.

f. What cooking and mealing arrangements were there?

There was a cook house with Eight large coppers. The food such as it was was cooked by the prisoners.

g. How did you manage for clothing?

Fair. Although in the winter we couldn’t get enough & as far as boots it was terrible towards the end.

h. What supplies of tobacco were there?

Plenty at the beginning but we had to rely on Black Market supplies for a long while & what we could steal off the docks.

i. What provisions for recreation were there (books, art, theatre, music, sport, radio, handicrafts, gardening) ?

There was quite a good library, & in the early stages of captivity we could procure them quite easily & had a reasonable amount of time to read them, but in the later stages, if we managed to get a book we were too exhausted to read them or just didn’t have the time. For you see we began by getting one day off in six then it was increased to one in fourteen, then one each month. On our day off we had to do our washing & more often than not we were detailed to do work around the camp. So what time did we have to read? We were allowed to put on a show every Sunday whenever it suited the “Nips”. For musical entertainment we had a couple of Gramaphones, no radio. Gardening, the officers were compelled to grow several large gardens both inside and out side of the camp. We had to help on our days off, had to empty the latrines mix with water then spread. Not always but on occasions after this unpleasant work the water was shut off, consequently no wash. Most of the veges grown by us were never  given to us & usually what was given would be deducted from the camps regular amount.

j. Were there any arrangements made for educational classes or individual coaching?

Only by our own arrangements & the “Nips” even did their best to prevent these.

k. How did you fare for letters and parcels received?

This is another sore point with me. It took 23 long months for me to receive my first letter (November 25th). The first letter I received from N.Z. took 2 yrs & 9 months. No parcels were ever received by me. The Americans received letters & parcels very regularly throughout. In all, I received about 12 letters.

l. Were you allowed to send out any letters or cards? If so how many and how often?

It would take to long to look up all the dates but approx 8 letters and 20 cards. Sometimes it would be months & months before we were allowed to write then for no reason at all they would let us write 3 or 4 in as many days.

m. What organisations existed among prisoners of war or internees for their own administration?

Don’t quite know what you mean?

n. Was the discipline imposed by the enemy severe? If so in what respects?

At times, yes. For refusing to sign a non escape paper. For not working hard enough. For not being able to understand their “lingo”. For not bowing to them & many other little things.

o. What punishments were inflicted by the enemy for breaches of discipline

The chief punishments were beatings, or sentenced to so many days in the “Brig”. Quite often it was both. On several occasions Prisoners served sentence in a civilian jail.

p. What arrangements were made about pay?

*********** see attached *****cannot see attached any check archives

q. Was there a canteen? If so what service did it give?

Yes.

In the initial stages books, pencils, ink & lots of other junk & 1 ½ buns per man, per month, perhaps. After about 12 months we couldn’t even buy junk.

r. Was there any trading and black marketing in your camp?

Yes, quite a lot.

s. Were there any restrictions on religious worship?

Definitely yes.

t. What facilities were there for medical treatment (camp and hospital) ?

I suggest you contact Lt Comdr, H.J. Van-Peenan, He can give you details.

u. What facilities were there for dental treatment?

Capt R.A. McDonald (Rabaul) was the camp dentist he would be able to tell you more about this than I. His address is 15 Coronation Ave, Eastwood NSW, Aust.

From my own observations they were poor.

v. Do you remember any deaths in your camp?  If so from what causes. If a large number of deaths, give the outstanding causes of death.

These are the names and dates of some of the men who Passed Away in “Zentsuji”.

 Dixon, W.L. Capt. U.S.A.

Arrived Zentsuji
16th Jan 43 – Double Pneumonia 

Passed Away

20th Jan 43

Winn, S.J. 1st Lieut. U.S.A.

Arrived Zentsuji 
16th Jan 43 – Beriberi of Heart and Pneumonia

Passed Away

1 Feb 43

Sensmeir, L.T. Capt. U.S.A.

Arrived Zentsuji 
16th Jan 43 – Malnutrition & Dysentery

Passed Away

12th Feb 43

Kellog, H.G.  R.M.1/c  U.S.N.

Arrived Zentsuji 
15th Jan 42 – Bronchial Pneumonia

Passed Away

25th March 43

Schwass, R.H.  Capt. U.S.N.

Arrived Zentsuji 
16th Jan 43 – Beri beri of Heart

Passed Away

6th April 43

Molden. Lieut. R.A.F.

Arrived Zentsuji 
?
  - Starvation

Passed Away

20th Nov 44

Dr. Lt Comdr, Van-Peenan, U.S.N can, I Think, give you all details.
w. Were you exposed at any time to danger from action of the Allied Forces – navy, Army, Air Force?

On several occasions (Air Force).

x. Did protected personnel (medical, padres etc) receive any special consideration from the Japanese ?

Definitely NO.
13. Were you ever compelled to work? If so on what kind of work and under what conditions?

Yes. Refer to Query 12.p. for kind of work conditions:- Lousy!

14. When you were moved any distance by the Japanese, under what conditions did you travel?

Like a bunch of cattle in luggage cars very often jammed in with 50 or 60 Nip civilians. You really had to us to believe it.

15. What security measures were taken by the Japanese to guard against escapes, secret radio-sets, (barbed wire, searches, roll-calls, dossiers, etc.)

Nip guards. They were returned men who had been wounded. Two of them with an arm missing. One a leg missing & the others shot up badly. I think they used to take it out on the prisoners. The compound had a wooden fenced about nine feet high & often they caught a couple of POW’s who had been hopping the fence of a night and raiding the Nip Army bake shop. They added about 12 inches of barbed wire on top off this & doubled their guards. But do you think this could stop us? Hell NO.

We went under the fence.

As regards searches they would search the building & our meagre belongings quite often but seldom found anything for we would invariably beat them to it. They quite often searched us on the working parties for newspapers, food & black market goods & although some of us were caught occasionally we had a very good system excellent co-operation among the POW’s.

Roll calls:- Every morning the working party would have to be ready to move off; in winter 6.30 In summer 6.00

The whole camp would be mustered in their rooms at 8 o’clock every evening & in bunk by 9.
16. Did you witness any executions, torture, beatings? If so describe what took place.

Quite a number of beatings & some of them were Brutal. Also minor punishments such as a night or two in a mosquito infested “Brig” with only under wear on.

Kneel down in the Nip office or made to stand against a wall with both back and heels touching the wall.
17. Do you know of cases where prisoners or internees were made to labour on military works?

Yes. Myself for one.

18. Do you know of any cases of collective punishment?

Yes. The 32 of us who refused to sign their non escape paper were confided to special rooms for 3 ½ months when we were forced to sign under threat of punishment. This is quite a long story for me to write.

The working party quite often & various other groups.

19. Can you recall examples of the Japanese using propaganda in camps?

I’m not sure but I think so. Made two recordings. They also made a recording of a concert they let us put on.

Showed movies on Feb 17th 42 and Feb 10th 42. They were about the China & Burma operations. You know typical Nip style nothing but Nips & that flag of theirs. The flaming arsehole. 

20. Can you recall any examples of the Japanese using posed pictures or forced statements about prisoners of war and internees camps for propaganda to the outside world?

The only thing I can remember offhand about this question is that they took a number of officers from our camp to broadcast propaganda. They were Australian, American & one English.

21. Can you recall any examples of collaboration with the Japanese by prisoners of war or internees? Can you suggest a reason why collaboration took place?

??

22. Were you ever allowed out on walks on parole?

In the early stages we were taken out on group walks but these were soon stopped.

23. Was there any variation in treatment between nationalities and other groups

In my opinion Yes & No

Morale and Escape etc

24. In prison camps what thoughts most occupied your mind, and what mental states were most prevalent?

To numerous to write.

25. What means were there in prison camps of maintaining morale?

“ AUSTRALIANS”

26. Did you receive news through a secret radio or otherwise?

Newspapers

27. Was any information sent out from your camp to the Allied authorities?

??

28. Were any instructions or material originating from the Allied authorities received in your camp?

??

29. Were you able to accomplish anything with your guards by means of bribery or threats?

By Bribery – but I wasn’t about to threaten any of them & believe me neither was anyone else.

30. Do you know of any photographs illustrating any phase of captivity, taken by the Japanese or others, and where they are likely to be found? Similarly do you know of any drawings?

I know of photos that were taken of a number of the men that passed away but I am practically sure that the films were no good. I have in my possession a Photo that was taken of some of us that were working on a hillside in the early stages.

31. Do you know of any escapes?  What was the general attitude to escapes?

Nil

32. Were there any repatriations from your camp before the end of hostilities?

Yes

Liberation

33. Did the enemy attitude or treatment change in any way before liberation?

Not before but immediately after
34. How were you liberated?

This is a long story. By an American party & when we reached Wakayama we were processed.

35. How did you fare immediately after liberation?

The Americans dropped food and clothing to us; food that we had not seen for years. We more or less took over.

36. Where were you evacuated to, and by what route?

From Zentsuji to Wakayama via Kobe, Osaka etc. From Wakayama to Manila via Okinawa. From Manila to Australia, Darwin, Sydney, Melbourne. From Australia to New Zealand.

I feel I must mention that the Americans could not do enough for us, but as soon as the New Zealand authorities ON THE ANDES took over it was everyman for himself & no assistance until we reached Wellington.
After Repatriation

37. What physical effects did you find, and do you now find, that captivity had upon you? Did you have medical treatment on your return?

I was an outdoor patient at the hospital for a while& then after I was generously given a small pension. I had to visit a doctor approximately every three or four months. I think my nerves are in a shocking state. Suffer from depression fits. Have lost my once healthy appetite.

38. Have you suffered from any physical ailments since your return?

Am having troubles with circulation in my fingers. I am also spitting quite a lot, especially in the mornings.

39. What mental effects did you notice at the end of your captivity, and do you still notice them?

Quite a number. I can honestly say that even though I have been back for well over a year now, I still notice some of them.

40. What did you find was your attitude to normal civilian life after your return? Did you return to your former occupation?

It is very hard to explain my attitude towards civilian life as there is something that I just can’t quite explain. I certainly was thrilled to be on civi-street again. Yes I returned to my former occupation. 

41. Could you say that you have gained any benefit or learnt anything from your captivity? If so what?

I can definitely say that I have gained an education that money, books or any university in the world could not have taught me. I learnt what despicable beasts man can be & on the other hand how some of them, even under trying conditions can be so kind & generous. I learnt about Human nature.

The above is, so far as I can recollect, a true record of my experiences at the time and places mentioned.






Signature M. Menzies





Date  Wed. 5th March. 1947

Please address replies to:



W.W.Mason, Esq,



C/o Archives Section



Army Headquarters Building



WELLINGTON
With POSTAGE PAYABLE ON DELIVERY in the place  where the stamp usually goes.

Dear Sir,


This is one of many sets of papers I have answered since being released in Japan, ( it) has taken up a considerable amount of my time, & although I wish to assist & Co operate with you in the fullest, I request of you, that unless it is of the utmost importance, please do not send me any more papers, as I have filled in this to the best of my ability.





Yours Respectfully





M. Menzies
