DETAILED RECORT OF CIRCUMSTANCES ATTENDING CAPTURE OF H.M.S.
Ho M5, "MATA FARI".
w 1,015 gresss Owners: P & 0 Steamghip Navigation Ce.

Taken over by Adniralty at Singepere en 31st August, 1939 and
converted inte NMimor War Vessel.

ARMAMFNT, One 43Inch B/L Cun. Two Lewlis Cuns. ASDIC fitted, 1
RS and 25 Depth Charges. |

Comnissiohed under my command 10th September, 1939 (apprex)
CREil Officers (7. 124) 8., Jalayan R.N.V.R, Officers 1.

R.N. C¢) Ratings. 3¢ lMalayan Sesmen 17.
Chinese Clerk le Chinese Carpenter 1.
Chinese Pitter le Indian Eng. Roem Fatings. 9.
Chinese Servants 9« Ratings ' e

10th September, 1939 teo 8th December, 1541, Fngaged on Patrel Duty
in Malayan Vaters.
8th December, 1941, teo 15th December, 1941, Scheme "BETTY' on West
Ceast of THATILAND.
17th December, 1941, to 20th Decamber, 194l. Ceovered leit flank of Army
in cempany with .M, Ships
RAUB, LARAT, PAHLAVAN,&
PANGLIMA., All ships were
under my comnsnde ;.
23rd December, 1941, te 2nd January, 1542, Sebang Defences. \
S5th Jaumary, 1942 te 8th Pebruary, 1542, Singapere Patrols.




' (2)
Fri 13th ° ‘

. At appreximately OLOO hours preceeded threugh DUFIAN Strait
awept chammel., Approximetely 0300 hours anchored off Seuth end of FALSE
HRIAN ISLAND to shelter for the daye, Within five minutes of anchering
was attacked by nine planes, O(ne civilian was wounded, Shifted te
within ten yards of mangroves and anchered at ghort stay in cixteen fect
of water. Throughout daylight the intervals between air alerts were never
lenger thnntncntynimtu- Planes came over in groups pf frem mine to
twenty=-seven machines, roximately 1600 hours proceeded on voyage
At 1930 hours and 2200 luun appremixately) flashesz were observed aheads
Phe {irat [lash was probable H.M.2, "GIANT B"E" being sunk, and the second
group that ef H.M.S. "SCORPIGN" in action with the Japanese ships, As
no wireless warming of ememy surface craft had been reeelved, I thought the

flashes te be lightning.

Saturda th Fe 1 -

At spproximately 0100 hours in pesition 110° Perhala Lighthouse
13', heard shouting in the water, stepped and picked up swimmers, Sub. Lisuts
ARNOLD abd BUCKWELL, and fowr ratings frem H.M.S. "SCORPION", They
informed me that two or three hours earlier H.!L.S, "SCOIPON™ had been
sunk in action with ome Japanese cruiser and two destroyerse This was the
first information I had received that Japanese Swrfece craff were eperating
in the vicinity, Course wag altered towards the esast of SUMATRE, and
steamed south inside the 3 - 4 fathem line, Approximately 0500 hours
anchored close inshore in a bay about twenty miles Hoxrth of MOFSI RIVER,
Whilst proceeding to the anchorage eighty-one enemy bembers and twenty
fighters passed direetly everhead at 2000/3000 feet without attackinge
It was leaxrped later, that these planes dropped paratroops on PRLFMBANG
Airfield, I breadcast a2 W/T warning to all British Warships that enemy
ships were eperating North of DANEA ST JTS. It was decided te land
passengers at fﬂm if possible before proceecding through BANKA
STRAITS, 600 hours, proceceded on voyages 2030 hours arrived of f MOESY

(Pnlenhnng) RIVER without sighting ememy crufts River lights were not
burning and I could not obtain a pilet. Frem 2100 hours onwards the
searchlights and gum flashes were vigible in many directions in North end
of the straits, 2300 hours, gave up attempt te abtain a pilet, for
searchlights were coming cleser, and preceeded in an endeavoud to slip

through BAEKA STRAITS.
There were not suf'ficient boats teo accommedate the women and

children, and as their presence en the ship prevented me frem fighting an
action T decided that in the attempt ef being imtercepted by the enemy,

I would surrender the shipe The Whitec Enaign was therefore struck, the

gun's crew dismissed, and the 0ffices of the h‘ntﬁmmﬂthm |

the British er Allied challenges,

w

At 0015
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Before she was destreoyed, m-m"uu-ﬂethnhm |
destrey ASDIC, even to unshipping and dumping the escillater before hearding pert)
came aboard, H,M.S, "MATA HARI"™ was escorted inte Muntek by a Tropedo beat.

Monday, 16th February, 1042,

Pagsengers and ¢rew were landed on MINTOE,
The Japanese Officer-in-Charge of the Boarding Party warned me

I A — i e
— -

NOTE

thnt.if any pistol asmmnition was found with bullets mot nickled or

other wise cased, but just plain lead; the person pessessing the ssmmardtieon
would be shot immedietely,

pare——

= —

sgd/~ A.C. CARSTON LIFUTENANT R.Nl.R, |
COMMANDING OFFICFR, |
l-ﬂ.ﬂum M‘I

lﬁozi' to ' L] : | ‘ _
MUNTOK, Banka Island, Under Army Authority, Work: repairing an airfield,
I' t. I' »

P Sumatra, Under Army Authority. Work: extending P.l. Adrfield
docks and PLAIJOF OIL RFFINFREY, While inthis camp, under
instructions frem Commander P H.5. REID, R.,N., I recorded the marrative of
survivers regarding thefhte of Singapere lecal cruft. I handed a cepy of
these marmatives to Commander SIFFEE, R.N., at the liberated P.0.V, Comp
hhﬂhn27-,-'h5-

E! .BI 'E t. g‘.'g.

a carge of crude eoil at PLANJORE,

2.‘.'&' “ ylz-'gi
- Aboard 3.5, "HAURAKI" Naval Base, Singapore, This ship had been captured
by twe amed merchamt raiders south of Colembo on 12th July, 1942 =~




FUEUCEA.TO. l. Bronch P,0.W, Cempe Situated en outakirts eof m dt’l
A Military Campe Priseners empleyed builiing an airfield., Prisoners:-
3009ritish, 200 /mericams, 250 Dutch.s ‘wartess Bade Foed, falr in

quantity and ityes Striking of prisoncrs prevalents FP.0.W. forcved te
-hp&.th?:rl-rt’-n-ﬁdthm. Canrendent SAKAMOTO CHUI,

5e12e'A4 to 18.4e"'45.

Nee 2 Bronsh PO, Campe Situated in olty of UBE on Inland Sea,
SeV o« cormer of HONSHU Island, A Military Camp. Prisoners smpleyed in
a coal mine, P,0.is 283 British. Except for the extremely hard and wet
work in the mine, this was agood camp, for we had two geod Cemmandants,
NUEMI CHUI and PAHARA.CRUI.

olie"!

%b.fﬁﬂﬂﬂl’.o.ﬁ.m On April 18th the camp was transferred
to HIROSHTVA coumand, A new weak Camandant NYSASHIDA CHUI

was appointeds The camp deteriomted immediately, Striking was autherised
foed dropped te 360 grosmes of rice or beams per day, and hours of werk
increased, -

th ember -

0 15.9."

Liberateé by U.8. 8th Ammy,

Throughout the time I was a P.0.§. in Japan, my status as an Offcier was not
recognised and I recéived wo P.0.W. Officer's paye
I was classed as Warrant Officer 1st Class, but this rank carried mo
privileges, for I was forced to fio mamual labour with other ranks,
At FTUFUUEA Nos 18, 1 and 2 Branch Camps and HITROSHIMA Neo. 5 Branch Camp, I

ves paid at the rate of 25 sen (three pence) for esch day I worked. Outside
pﬂpﬂ

this I received no money from the
Privates received 10 sem (1 1/3

ﬂthm.;ﬂ-
mlmmnl.n.m_' | ; _'*
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PERIOD,
STTUATICN
COMMANDAT,

(5)

15th Jamery, 1944 te 17th April, 154k.
At Village of UNIKI in Hills about 12 miles fram SASFBO.

IKIGAMA CHUI (lLieutemant),.

SERVICE IN CHARGE

OF CAP.
GUAHLS.

PRISGWERS OF
WAR,

ACCCHEODATI(N .

WORK,

HOURS OF WORK,

HEST DAYS,

ARNMY,
Army, inside camp, Nawval Cuards, at'crk?

1 Britiash Naval Reserve Officer.
2 British Werchant Mavy Officers.

1 /merican Naval Rating,
252 imerican Civilians from WAEE 177.0WMD,
(54 Americans dled at this camp).

A cement shed measuring spproximately 150 x 30' o glass
windows, two doors, net weatherpreef, FP.0.lis slept eam 2
platform each gide of the hut, PFlatfomm covered with old

rice straw sacks infested with lice and fleas.

Building a dam = a Naval preject carried out by clviliam
contracterse F,0.0s workel under civilian HANCHO(Voresan),

0530 = 1750s Ten mimutes rest period were given at 1000 and
1500, Thirty minutes allowed for the mid-day meal, Verk
wes carried out in most weathers, only exceptiommlly heavy

rain or smow cause:. cessation,

1st and 15th of each month, One rezt days P.0.is were kept
busy doing fatigues, learing Japanese amy drill (inciuding




Bo- -
s (Mire J. TAOFY) refused to sign for the remainder of the Red Cress packages
* " put leter was foreced te do so by the Commandant. _

GENFRAL, Striking of P.0.W, was ceamon in camp by the Nilitary Cuards
TREATHENT, and at work by the Naval Cuards and Gilvilian Foremane I
was struck on many oceoasions ifor trivial effences, such as

deeply enough as a guard passed through our quarters, using a
shovel, when I had been detailed e use a pick etc, ifter
being struck we were frequently made to de hand presses in the
snow, failure te keep the body straight resulted in a beating
with a sheovel or pick, or kiks in the greoin, stomach eor

fage. -

The Commandant, TKIGMA, led his men in brutality. He

would make prisoners stand to attentiom in fromt eof him |
and knmock them downe, If 2 prisoner could mot rise the 1
guard would 1ift him up and held him in position to be 1|
punched againe |
Bvery 2,0,ll« in the camp was always hungry and neturally |
Mﬁhﬁmmml‘tm- :

TEIGMA informed us that if any P.0.W,
' HRANS, the pr
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