RESTRICTED

I, Stanley M. Corbett, Captain JAGD, do hereby certify that:

The following witnesses, has been interrogated by me, were found to possess knowledge of the facts contained in the statement of Robert F. York, EM 2/c, serial number unknown, taken 10 September 1945 at 29th Replacement Depot, Luzon, P.I., pertaining to the camp at Yawata, Japan:

Name:			Armand E. Benjamin, PFC, USMC, serial number unknown.
Age:			26.
Address:		454 Washington Street, West Warwick, R.I.
Nationality:		United States.

Name:			Dennis C. Conner, PFC, USMC, serial number unknown.
Age:			25
Address:		La Monte, Missouri.
Nationality:		United States.

Name:			Eugene J. Lutz, PFC, USMC, serial number unknown.
Age:			24.
Address:		5814 Markham Avenue, Chicago, Illinois.
Nationality:		United States.

I further certify that these witnesses confirm everything in the principal statement except that they believe that twenty-four officers and men died out of the shipment of 100 Americans from the Philippines, instead of forty-five, but affirm that they died of disease which could have been prevented by the Japanese.

I further certify that these witnesses added, to the principal statement, the following:

When they arrived at Yawata Camp, 5 November 1942, there was a major in charge of the camp who preceded Major Urata (referred to in the principal statement as Harada) but they do not know his name or any thing about him. While this major was there ,conditions were fair, and not as bad as under Urata, who took charge on 2 January 1943.

Lt. Takita, or Takida, was an interpreter. He was about 30 years old, about five feet seven inches tall, weighted about 140 pounds, had his head shaved, wore rimless glasses, had a clean shaven round face. He was a graduate of Princeton University in theology, and spoke good English, even American slang. He was well dressed, in army clothes. He personally beat all the men, including the witnesses on many occasions, and cut their rations when the prisoners complained of hunger.

There was a civilian interpreter, named Hiroichi (?) Nishi, or Nichi, who was very good to the prisoners, and appeared to be almost pro-American. It is believed he can furnish names and addresses of the other Japanese in the camp. His address is 453 Komachi, Kamakura, Japan. He came in and went out of camp from December 1942 until 4 September 1945. He spent much time in the United States, had attended high school in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, and college at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, as well as a summer session at Drexel Institute, in Pennsylvania. He was about 35 years old, was about five feet six inches tall, 125 pounds, had long hair and never wore a hat.

While at Yawata Camp, the prisoners were forced to make steel helmets for the Japanese, as well as finishing grenade cases. They were given shelter from the increasingly frequent air raids in the early stages in April 1945, but the shelters were closed to them in June 1945. No effort was made to prevent exposure of the prisoners to the potential bombings, and they continued to be quartered and worked in an area producing munitions until liberated 4 September 1945. On 8 August 1945, the plant in which they were working was hit by bombs, while they were at work, and a soldier, name unknown, was killed where he worked, and another, Hause, Hawse, was badly mangled about the arms, and one arm was later amputated by the American doctors in camp.

29th replacement Depot,
Luzon, P.I.
11th September 1945.

Stanley M. Corbett
Captain JAFD
2

