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HEADQUAR1>ERs, ·r:.JENTIETI-l AIR FORCE, QYlll:.1 -- The Third Photo Rocorme.i:-~cance . 
SCJ:Ujldron, self-styled of,ficial photoGraphers of ·Japan, can ~now be revealc::d un . 
the' unit .whose very loric·rant;c .. F-13 reconnaiosanco aircraft laid bo.rc"the J:dJj_t<:>.ry 
secr(O)ts o·f. the ener.1j' e.npire kept hiclden fror:1 tho world for 1.1any years. -. . . . . . 

On Nove. i, 1941~~ an F-13 (D-29 photo ship) flcm over Tokyo as tho fir3t 
in a series' of h60 'Such flishts naue by the Third.Photo durinc_: the succeodirir:; 
·nine c.nd one ·half .r:tonths--an a'Veracc of t.10re thr-m one anC. .one-half successfully 
conplcted r.ussions each day. 

mnetcen enemy aircraft rose to challenge the ri[;ht of that· F-13 ("Tokyo 
Rosell), but th~ ;firnt pictures of the Tol~yo arc:a \~ere.· safely returned to Saipan 
where boP.J)-laden D-29n were waitiD~:- tD.rcct :Lnforma.tion to becin the now llistoric 
.operations of the . XXI" Dor.1ber Cor:r:t~~..nd of the 'l'wcntieth Air .Force~ 

Third Photo planes flew 17 rd.ssions to Ja•)nn before the first conbat D-29o 
. took to tho air on Nov.-24. DUl·inc this period one aircraft w.cl crew wore lost 
in action-.:..thc firs~ to be lost by the :Cia jJooblor Cor:uand in tho air vr.:tr u.Gainst 
the E!1pir.e. Two otf1:cr 'l'hird Photo aircraft have bo0n lost on pboto r.ussiom>, · 

As an ey.e..r:~':llc of the squdron t s . 11ork durin(; July ~1lono, the 'rhird ~hoto 
photographed 4?4,705 sq_ua.rc nile::; of' usable covcraco over the Jnp nainlnnda 
Photo ··interprctai:;ion. rul)Orts based on those. pid.urcs hc:>.vo bot.m sent nr_ound the 
vmrld ·and: the distribution ·list nw.1bors approx:LJ.6.tcJ.~r 300 aconcios includin:_~. . 
all branches oi' the United Stntcs ,;iilita~y forces and .rn.any of the United Nations .. 

· The U. S • Nav,y iri.tcri)retcr :::. usiil;:: Third Photo covm.·ac() of Japa.n h:w·c a diptribt.it­
ion J.ist of about 900 ·addresses. .At loa.$t 1,000 a[;cncics. b.nvc rlcrioclicnlj,;; rcac.l 

· c::.nd passcrl on .to others the :inforrntion- containud in photos taEen by the 
· squa.rdrori. 

· The pcrforr.1ancc of the Third Photo Rcconna:i.ssnnco Squadron c~.atcs bacl: 'i:. o 
\'Jorld Har I• · The current ·v;ar record of· the outfit. inclucJ.o.s. notable acl~icvoncnto 
in the Carribcan, South Ar:torica, Canad<:'-, Alaska, tho A.leutian Islands, Inclia, 

· .China <md. Durr.1a ·prior to· tho lfd'ic:i.nas operations as a unit of the ~C~I DO!"tbcr 
· Co!:lf:Ja.nd and TwDntieth Air Force. 

. . . . d 
'rho squadron is. an en tiro unit Y1i thin· itself conplctc i"ron r.til.int(Jnancc 

crc\1/s for the' F-l3s ·to a rwll-cqU:ippcid pl1oto lab whoso stnff in July turne:cl out 
1 '79,774 nocativcs· and 231,32.4 pr:L.'1.ts of aerial· j)hotocral')hyo Apr:>ro~dJ~ln.toly 
1,000 officers a.nd 1:1cn coris.titutc thu squadron, ·ra.'1.:;int; in duty assicru.1ont fror.1 
cciolcs to :a.crial photogrnphors. · 

.Forr.10r'cor:1nandinc 'officer of .tli.c sguaclron was Lieut. Col~ Pntrick D. Hc­
c;artby, biG, hard~hcadcd, ~ir-wiso, sqft spolwn ox-test pil9t• "A caicful ron· 
.'i~ith his.airplane9; HcCarthy was j~t an'.cc.rcful ·with hiS crov~s •. A vetercm of 
8, 000 . flying. hours, . h0. was , 0orn . in Qccil' ~01io, in -1$99 ..... l~c ·ncr~~.· calls I:l oily- . 

· <w d. hoac •. Colon61JlcCa.I'thy npst.ir?£!d .. co,:lf.liiDd .. of 'th~ • squndron .in ·.,J~y; '194J,D.rl.d . 
·"'"'':!---':""''-:l'.,...,.."'.''"':"' c . . iil.J.tine this•yciir~; Nciw'·in chtirr;c· is hla..i ~,.Hobert C~· Hutton · ····· ·· · · (ly:L{. ·· .·· · · · q·• · · Ua.jor .. . . ... · - · 
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. .. . -.:Thc:story'·or a<flyihG;ti!lit. is ~~ory •. of its c:drL1cn~> First· pilot '?vc.r · 
··· ..•. · •Tokyo 'W?-'S Cap:t•:(riow )iw:jor}Balph n •.. St6akloy Vlhose c:x;Ploits ·as aircraft .·· 

.. · . ·c Clr.llJ.ander of the 11Tokyo Rose" have_.· boon told iri detail~ .. First. Lieut •. J •. _D •. 
·• Litton ·of &tnger ·Texas, a fiiG-~t cCi.:Joa.ndcr of the·· 'lhfrd Pl1oto Recoimaissu.ncu 
· Squ8,d!'on, has more fiyinc ho4_rs over Japan and r..torc nission::; (23) than any .. 

' ~.)~ . . . 

'•-'--

. othc~ photo pilot. He iG the one. who· finally go~ the photo coverace of Okina·:t<· 
.C:fter w7a:ther had _foiled theo for so· rJa.ny.days. . · · · · · 

·A fcm weeks .before .. the :invasion of Okinawa,. the squaqron was assimcd the 
'job of~photo[;raphinc the islcind for the ccobined ·1e.n:ding operations •. · · 

. . · . 'Aloost a score· of· nissions were flown fron Guar.i. to Okinawa. in. an n.ttc.d1p-t:. 
· to get tho··pictures, ·out· solid .cloud covt,1r frm'lned on the F-13s cvi~ry t:inq~ . 
. ·But on F:eb~ 28; Lieut.; Litton wheeled his-big D-29 over to Okinawa wd fc;nind. 
· a beautifUlly clear day which. cnabied hie1 to photograph tho islru1c:l ·fror.1 end to 
end iri one mission. · · · · · · 

._,, 

·.Then there-was First Lieut• V!-i.lt·cr L. Abbott of Des l1oincs, Iowa, who, 
. ·. undor .. o~dcrs to cot pictures of one·•of the Tokyo fire r.ussions, ducked. down 
:-_tinder n.,ooo-foot <!l.ouds 0'\.'er. the: eneoy c'npitol iri D. va.iri but. g<illant try. 

'" ...... :'. 

<(··-~. Soupy: atf.losphere spoiled .his pictures and Jup .ack-ack shou··out one engine of- .. • 
. the. F~l:3. · 

·Those .pictures of ash~cavered Tokyo were subsequently secured by First 
Lieuto Clr.1ir L; .Cox, Plainville,. .Ill, and appeared :in ;~:~.an,y public<:~.tions throtl8h~ ·_ 
out· the world; -.-- · · · 

_ .•... · · Capt'~ ;wi:uiaJ:1 Viatson. (Ced~ Rapids, Iowa) was· tho first .Thil-d Phot~ pilot · .· .• .. 
to take· an ·aircraft o~.rer the northoriu:l.ost 'Jap houo island of Hokkaido~t . At the · ·.· 

· tipe this• wa.s th~_.lonGcst rcc6n flit;;ht·rro6. the lflri"ian~s.and.rcqtiired ·a 
stop at Iwo Jir.m. •. Since then eicht other Third Photo .co.r.1.era ships have 
plor.~d. the, oysteries of Hokkuido.; . · · . , ·· · · · · ·· 

··.: · .. ,: ' .:'-' 

.. 'lhen there· wn~~.the unnancd cunner who I::W.y· have SLt SO!lO sort' of a para-
.• chute junp record but dicln 1t liwc to obtc1in it.~.· A bJistcr blew out in·.his. ··· 

F-1.3-arid he was sqcked otit .6f it irito 30,000_fect· of nltitude.ovor thc.Pacific ... 
Jlis•parachutc ·opened ir.1!:tedia.tcly p.il.d his horrified ·crow circled it for 90 : . 
i.rl..rit!tcs bci'ore:it struck the water~. · · 

.. · .. · Directing operations for the Third Photo. is 26-yca~--o~ OclD.rcncc Ea--Doqk~rr; 
~ capta~,·fron Hochcst.er , .. ~~ Y. ,· wnO .has cnrncd the reputation :with his · ... 

· ··squad,ron O.s, .having donc.a..rcnl ·job.· Assit;rtcd to '(:,he Third Photo. sipco )942,· .· 
J3e ckcr served . with · the _ im it. tnrour,h Alaslro, tho Cct.rribean, .South : Ahe:dcn D.!'!d 
·the; GDlbcfore ,continUi.nc :to the Hariam!.s, lind ha.s boon· successftilly pilot, .··. 
· fli@lt c6r.1f.mnder. and .operntions officer, pincho;.hittinc a.t .tines as deputy · 
squa.d!'on· cor.tr.mnder and squadron cai1q;r!dcr.:: .. ·.. · ·. · · · ' 

. . . ' .· ': .... -·. " .. . . .. . ' ', . . .' ·. ' ' .·. ,· 

·,_ 
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. 'The~ •~o-.itl1er .conditions o~J&g£~ c.s sr.nll 'o.s hw~wn b·b~ts cc.n .b c 
~cqn on'th<:) print~!. Dlu.i2.[;e ass.cssuent ·photos i1ndo of Tokyo cfter tho ·first 
l!lccndiary JJ.i_ssion rovc:J.led crowds ..on the s treats. · '1116~, 11ero nppai"cmtly vicv1::..: 
ll1£:: tho dcvCl.stn.tion. · . · ' 

. -
Defore llorld H<:>-r II, onl,y: 5,09<),000 of tho cc.rthls 51.1.'230,217 squnro niJ:t:;; 

heel been. r.1appcd or chn.rted.-: A\onc, th0· 'l'hird Photo Reconnaissance &;_uc.clron (.:::. > 

part of tho 3llth Photo Hinc, .du,p?inc o..nC:t· Charting) h~s sirico the str~rt of tho 
.. wcr r.1<."!.pped approx.inctol;y n,ooo,ooo squnrc ::1ilos oi' the cnrth 1.s Slil'f.:!.Cqc 

. · ·· ·On nn. c.vcr.ago nission .:.1. Squildrori plme will taJ.:cc:..off .:.1.bo\).t ? c..,n~,, lx: .. Gc 

t:inc. The trip \lp to the .. -.1<.'1inln.nd is flown at <J. lo1"1·cltitude .until the cl:L·.b 
to altitude is bcr:uh o.bont 250 st:>.tutc niles fro.~l·ltJ.ndfcll. ·It .uGuc.~ll;y to..J.:os 
ti 1 :;C:riod of about· one hour to.cili.1b ·to c.ltitudo •. Sorties ovor to.rseta m'o . 

. .flown at m1 altitude of. app1·oxi.Lmtcly 30,000 foot. indic<:'.tcdy' axco_pt u. "hot ' .· 
aission.11 thn.t can be bricfucl to go ih as low o..s 15,000 fcoto,... on ci~ <J.vorc.co,· a . 

. pc]:>iod of cirrht houro· i.s'rcquircd. to ro,•.ch tho· islc.ncl of<Honshu. Flir.:;:J.t .lir~e::.> 
a.rc rolit;iqusl;y1 i'oHowc:;d, :wnh no ev.:.sivo.e.ct.ion .~:.llowcd, f1::t1s or fij'l.tor.s i1ot .. · 
withstandinc •. one :hour is c:tbout tho usuallen[;th of ti.r.lC. spent ovc:r the !.lC..inlr.nc> 

.~,....~~ .. :::.., Fli[;ht~ on the ,avoraco run nb out ·14· hot.U"s lonr;. 
"""-.... ' 

VJhen th8 o.ircraft lnnds, f:i,lr.1 is r~tsheci t,o tho lnbor~1tory .:mel developed :.\r,-.l · ·· 
. sca.rin(Jde ; If it is frbi.1. L1. dmincc <J.SSGSSJ:10nt of 11 hot 11 I.l:i:Csion, perHnent n.::cc:..t.,.. 

iVQS. 2.!'0 selected_, .prints are f.lndG,, ·::.nd USUC.lly ::'I'C .iri tho pl'loto j_ntcrpre,ter 1
:S 

hQl'lds .. within four hours after the .J;i..lr.l :laS ·left tho. aircrllfto 

· ... · .. ·· Flush reports. are usually Conplc:tc C.botlt 1.0 hours r:.ftcr the n.ir.crr.d:'t has 
l::mded, ·and arcscr~t toliO:nhin::.;tori by ro.dfo.-

,. ', ·' : ,': ,-

. •· It.. is •ren:3onabl;j' safe to· ~.Sstu.w thut prnctice.lly <-t:U · Jripc.ncso shi~Jpinc 
hns.:bccn. ph6to~rnp~ed a.t sonct:Lne or other b;y Third· Photo F-13s. Tho t ot.:~.l 
tonringe pi~ked up·on pho.tosrilphs~is a:?prox.irJ.c:toly' l,ooo,ooo cross tons of . 
r:iurch~ t ·.ship)irie, . and l'..ho1it' 690,000 tons ·;~_isplD.cc:~ent. of 11.t.\.'\r:ll vessels. . It · 
f.:iny cnsily<bo · soeri. that the photol;r.iphs wore of corisidc:;.~ablc value ·in .detorr.1in_.. 

the Japanese !-J_avy.'s order of b[d:;tlo, :us i~oll as r)rovirl:i.nc c. no~ns of 
rind spott:i.ncpnrticularly :L-:tporto.ntv(;ssols,; · 

•,. ' I ' .•.. . ' ' ~ ,.. .. . ' . • . ', '~ '' . • ' ; .~ 

, .· The: squadron 's.photo. Jl::.borator;· ht:~.d it.s ooginn:inr;s .in twoh1.1L1bl.t~ squad 
.. •tents whcil it firqt went ihto opor.ition on: Saipc.no Todny its ·equiy.J::wnt is the,. 
·fiJ.1c:ot obta.inable; and its holising is fonr quonscts. o.ct tocothor in: the fo~·a 

... of:.a ~cros_s-:-;-the idcnJ_ .m"rc.n[;ctlcnt· in c. hn<l>whcrc r::.m ·nnd wind ~)rovide c?od 
; .. nrr:;u!.lCnts .ngc.inst the usc of.. wood .. or convp..s .:J.s shelter for hi[;ll;y-i::lport.:mt ·· 

qnd ,pcris~c.bl3 i)hptoGr6.j)hic·-f:1D.terinls ~ ·.1\11. f.lo;rs o.rc of ~oricrcto3 · ·, .. 

... :. . . ·, .'·i·Tho cc.norn.rcpair .. section services D.hd keeps in .or::~cr, ovor.l,oOO . . . .. 
\\ App.roxiLt:ttcly ·220 ncrial 6a.s1cras,· 25 ·Gr.QLUlcl. C.:'Ltcrns, 125 inti1r\rcJ.o:.1c;t<:a.;s c.nd, 
,J/ r:L:1.ny•.othcr . .such pieces ·.'of' cquil)f.1Cl1tnrc included.' in ,thnt totp.l~ . ThG soctinn ·. 

, .... b~;il ta ti'c. ilcr: ~j hich. c.:ln: be, tclC en .. ritht .• alori0shl6 .the .F~l3s .. n.nd. ··two s l1ips ·.·. C·?.J'i 
i.\.bc •19o~dcp'on,onc.·trip •. , .. Tho·~:bi[;. problc~.l· vJhich.thc ·;scc.ti?n:.is ·co!i..ccirod,~lli~h{ .. ' 
: . >rte.:~thc<rusting.·· .oi':~tocl: pnrts·, ...•.•. tho.cor'rrxlirJ..G•.·.Pfaltpi.riilnc.llqy,~ ·~me~. thr~ .. ··furlpla. 
~.:;·\. : 'On .. lcnscs•· ·Hawcvor;:'thosc coridi .... 'htivc be . net with' . .. . .. 
' . . ss·· .ind. e.Xccllcht rcsultS.~~;l'o . ad.•· n 
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·· PIIf.lT: T .c'. · Kendall, 1st Lt, AC 

~~"_.i:C}·~::?~ ·-oSi425 z· March 1945 

, .. 

IJ.Q .. 1I?~~}iQ: F-J..3A #S77 

!!.tEll= 090425 z 
'l'!~~ifl.:~~~:~: Weather; installations at .NAGASAKI; SASEBO; OMURA; F(HIDOKA; 

: ::.. TACHIRRA AmFIELD; VOBEOXA.. . 

n:cs :·rr.: T.S: Good 

rrJ.RRLTIVE StmMLRY: A/c took: off. from. base. at NORTH FIELD, GUAM,· at . 
·1425 Z hours, for· mission t~ photograph installations on KYUSHU, and 
to obtain. weather data;. ·The trip out vias uneventful, and .the a/c"ma.de 
landfill-SOUTH of NAGASAKI: at 2222 Z• Photo runs were made .. on NAGASAKI, 
. OMURA, SASEBO, FUKUOKA, TACHIARRA. • .A.m!IELD arid NOBEOKA (in the order 
naiD.ed) and the return'trip was.begllil; due to low fuel. The trip was 
uneventful, and the a/c landed.DEPOT FIELD,; GUAM at 0425 z. . · · ··· 
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S E ·C RET -.-----

FLAK: TotSJ. of :9 b~sts sighted over SASEBO. · All were acclirate· 
as to altitude, and .a.ppro:x:imately 100 yards to the lefte 

CASUA'tTIES i None· · 

.: 



SEC R E .T ---.---
ALTITUDE:32;~500 ft. Ind. @ 2300 Z · SPEED:l90mph ~S TEMP:· -22 dag C. 

WEiATflER: 

ROUTE UP: 

mrER TABG.E'T: 3/10 to 5/10 cloud cover, with large holes.· 

IlOUTE BACK: 

OBSERVATIONS: . . 
1. At NAGASAKI, sighted 6 large, 8 .smaller vessels. Time 2225 z. 
2. ~ Saw 3 large tovfers at SAsEBO, ·at 233.5 Z. 
3~ Sighted 4 vessels at TOMITAKA -ooos z. Also saw 3 vessels at 

·MIMITSU• 

COM!{ENTS : . . . . . 
1. LORAN worked dut:i_.ng the entire flight. · 

JOHN F~ CROSBIE, Captain, AC 
INTELLIGENCE OFFICER. · . . 
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:WIT: 
~--- VJ:SSION NO: 75 

., . · TYP~.Jfl.;~SIO.~: Weather & photo reconnaissance of KriJsiro· ~~. . 

PILGT: J ~E. Seiler;, Capt·, AC 

TJ.~-9?F: 091421. z· :M'axch 1945 
. . . 

fiC T'£P_g; fJr NO: F-13A #585 

IJ':..ND: 100442 Z -- .. 

Tf:;]GfT~~ Vfeathoo:; NAG~, OMURA, 'FOJCUOKA, YAWA'fA: 

TIES'J"LTS: EK.cel.lent 

tiJ.F.IRJi.TIVE sm';j.:::~r: A/C. took· off' i'rom NORTH FIELD, GUAM ·at .1421 z hours 
on .a. mission to KYUSHU. area.;~ for the .:purpose of gatheripg weather data 
and accomplishing photo reconnaissance in that. area. The trip up :was · 
uneventful, . and ·the . climb was ::~tarted about 175 miles.· from. the coast., 
It was·· discovered. that the·a/c wouldn 1t pressurize, necessitating runs 
over .. target areas being ·.made at 25,000 · ft;. For. tlla.t reason; after. 
photographing OMURA, the target run:. was cut short~ and the a/c was 

·headed SE, photographing targets of opportunity across KYUSHU., .After 
.leaving~ the COaSt, it waS .found that . the a/ C COuld be partially . : 
pressur~zed- this was _done,· and 'the remajnder of the trip· was · . · 
accomplished without further incident. Landing was made at DEPOT 
FIELD; ·GUA:M at 0442 z. .. . . 
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.. 

. .§. ~ £ E ~ !. 
To;J\JEMY OPPOSITION: None. 

!1£ili: First sighted S bursts over NAGASAKI - inaccurate, about . 
8,000 tt. below. Over OMURA, an estimated 1.00 bursts tota.:I. ·- yery 
acctirate~ . Some was close enough to hear, boxing in the. ship. 
Seemed to be in clusters of 4 aDd 8 bursts • . . - . ' ' ' . 

CASUALTIES: None . 



.. . ~. 

_§ :§- 9. 11 ! 1 

· ALTITUD~: 25,700-ft. Ind. @ 2250Z . SPEED: 190mph IAS-TEMP: -20 deg C. 

WBATflER: 

. . . ROUTE UP: 

OVER. TARGlf;T:. 2/10 to 3/10 clouds· over entire target area. 

RQU'l'E BACK: 

0J3SERV.ATIO~!S: 

1. Fighter strip sighted on YAKU. ISLAND. 
2. 10 vessels.(4·DD, A.CA,: 2· CV) ·sighted·at 20/39N -140/03E (0232Z) . 

. On course of 100:, but started wide circle as. a/c passed over. . ' 
.. 3. Sighted a large number_ of cargo vessels in harbor ·at NAGASAKI •. 

co:w.rt!:NTS: 
1. Winds at SJ.titude were ae predicted. . . 
2~ LORAN worked all. the way to target and back• 
3-. Could not pressurize a/c :until after leaving t~get area. •. 

JOHN F. CROSBIE, Captain, 
INTE!J.J:!:GEHGE OFFICER .• 
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~ :· ! .. 3rd Photo Reconnaissance . Squadron 

TYPE irrssiON: Photo reconnaissar)ce 

Pn.oT:: Om.er L. Co~, 1st Lt, AC 

TAKE OFF: . 2e1700.·Z 1farcb 19h5 

TARGETS: ·Airfields on K'iUSHU 

RESULTS: Good 

- . . . 
NARRATIVE SUMMARY: ·· 

JLISSION NO: 107 

A/C TIPE & NO: ·F'-1.3.A #870 

LANDED: 290710 Z March 1945 

A/C took off from.SAIPAN. The US Fleet was seen about 50 miles south 
of I\1uSHU. _Landfall was made on island of ·Y.41\t.JJUf..Ji at 2330 Z. . Flew on to 

. F'UI\OE SIIDAA~ ·t-here· turned in and. hit h'YUSHU at .SASEOO. Continued'along coast 
passing over. FUKUOK.4., YAWATA, OI'I'A and SAE;KI, h:aving there at 0110 z. Tbe 
trip back was uneventful. Passed over IWO JD/Ji. on rottte home. 



SECRET - -·----
ENEMY.OPPOSITION: 

One t/ e fighter seen below and climbing near F'UKUOEI, but did not 
reach altitude of photo a/c. . . 

FLAK: 
.. 250 .300 bursts over YAWA'I.'A. Intense and SOL'te accurate • 

C~-crALTIES: None 

. ·'. ·.: .· .·· 

s E C·R E T .. - =2=--



...... 
·t,. 

SECRET -------
ALTITUDE: 32,800 ft. ·true .§ff!Q: 195 mph IAS· ~;~h5 deg c .. 

. WEA.TIIElt : . 

ROUTE UP: Fair 

.OVER. TARGET: 5/10 cloud cover. 

ROUTE BACK: Fair · 

OBSERVATIONS: 

1. ·US Fleet south of r~uSHU. Several F6Fs came up to intercept before. 
identii'icat::i..on was made.· . 

2. 22 small boats seen off YAKIJ11IA• 
.3. 2 fighters .took off from FUKUOKI airfl.eld. 
4. Reflections seen from tw6 airfields. 
5. Severai· ~hips, .mostly freighters; .seen in harbors near YAWATA and 

along STRAITS. . . . . 
6. Jap stations picked up on 6200 kc and 7.300 )(c. 

COUMENTS: None 

JOHN F. .CROSBm 
Captain, Air Corps 
INTELLIGENCE OFFICER. 



~-! 9.!! ~I 
Q!g!: 3rd Photo Reconnaissance ~dron KISSION NO: 395 

TYPE HISSION: Ph:.lto reconna.issr~n.ce. 

~: 

TAlE OFF: 082155 Z Au:.; 1945 LANDED: 091155 z li.Uf 19l~5 

RESULTS: Good 

NARRATIVE smowti: 
.iircr2.ft took off ·from :-:;u:::!.l ::.t 2155 2 to photO£~r:::.:)h ::a.:.:;u.s.c.ld. ;lit·crai't 

f'l t 120'"'' 1.1.. t , e .;. . ~), jl c:·,,. 1/ 0/' ~:"' - .... 00 1 0 r,· ···'- ~-e ·. 1~ ·~.·1~ .. , .. ,- b- , .,~., 6Vl 8. _ '-.1 e. t .. l UQ vO ~ ... - ;..;..;~'• - -+ ~ . .;i~ d0 . l-Z- wJ ,u~.!: C ~: .. .r. .. :•~: .... u ~:::3};.0 

to 2,000'".~ _)..jC leveled off at 3,ooor, 22/20I:- 1h0/2QE, ·t,ir:~e, OG54 z. This 
!~:o.into.incd until 0355 z·,: 'iihen clir,l> to 31,500' L1d. 'iJ:,.s begun. 'l'~r.~:et '/12-.S 

Pl,oJ..o".,..~....,l,,.d .. J. ?i '""uO fJ.. ;..,a~ ·:·.r'>·' +.he follo .. ,-j,-,.-: .. ~!1.."''1:··1· obr-:er"~'+-ions rc:,il<>• 
.;,J. ~, ~~·c.;..Jtl.~ ...:Lt... ..J--~) u. _.;..., • r.~~l\.. .. 1. .......... .... ~· . ..-~ ..... o -·· ... ~ _.. \/.._ .. >...~ ...... - ··~~ ... '...t·-'•. 

1. The I!or.·th one-[i.aif of l:·ia~ase:.ki '.'las covered ·;d-::.h "' :·.rhite boiling 
ssiol~e '.1h:i.ch to;:ered U!J to 30,000 ft •. 

2. .\ppro:-:.i.1uste1;y 10 fires were ol-:served in the South half. of ~:a.gas:;.ki. 
,'3. i\pp:ro:x:iJ7tately 20 fires and tv10 l::c'ri?,G ex;')losions Hera seen thbour;h the 

SliJoke in th8 IZorth ha.1:f of ~~:::.[:;<.ts2.ld. 
h. ~·!estern bo1•der of smo~cc ·,;as p:1.rallel to c:nd dir·ectly over r:Lver • 

. East b·order y:e.s· vr..~.. .. -:.1c. 
5. Thrc·e la1·ge ships, ·a:ppare-ntly und<'-fttage:l, obs·el·ved in Hagas:::.ki h2.:c1:;o:::-. 

::;efore le:Lvin::::~ .J;;.pEJ.n, .:d.rcr;:.ft })hcto.sraphed the fo1lorlin~ t::.r:;ets of 
opportunity: i~2.1:-.::u::oto 8.nc :robeok(,~. ~'-./C left the co:o..st :>.t 32/30I: - :).31/45E, 

t:L:1e ~)46 Z; let.;...dovm c,md;,1.all;y- :::,nd l:::.nded Gu·:l.m. -'::>.t 1155 Z :iou!'S. 

::one ?L.i';.l::. r::one 

;)}~23D: 195 mph IH.S 

013SZ1WATIONS: Sa:n.e as al~ov.;;. 

SECR-ET ...... --r~--

JO¥J·J r. Cl::~OSl3I~., .· Ca9t, ;~C 

Intelligence. Officer · 



~! 2.!! !. 
!lli,!!: 3rd Photo ·Reconnaissance Sqwidron :w:ssro:: NO: 

TYPE MISSION: ?bote reconn-c::..sstcnc'O!, 

A/C TYPE & NO: Pn.oT: -
TAKE OFF: 121957 Z .:,u;,; 19h5 

·TARGETS: 

RESULTS: 
' . 

Excellent 

NARRATIVE SUUH.ARY: 
:VC t0ol: off on 1:1:i.ssion to photo;7e.ph t;:,rcets in ·h•X-'J.n 121957 Z;. 

,, .,. ,. :.. ..... .!' 1··1 c~-~;2o·; }"':l/'27';· ;.,;.·,h,·····- --h~·1 ~·.:...eYf-;TO::'.. .rU<.c::: vO pcn.:iu O.L C J.J'U) ;,:,, ~' l.- ... )..,~ •+~'-", ,,dl.C .. ~~:;; re:--C ,c;(, 

:.<.t C035 z, ~t 5,500 ft. ·A !c;:r:;:.d'L:al clim1: 'ii2.:n::.::.de· to 2~_,oco ft •. :md 
1!.:-~.dfe.H !!:cede 2. t 31/20:·: - 131/13!2:> tin~::: -23h Z ~ Photo· ncns :rere..::-:~e::de 
ever the t<n'(_;ets as brj efed .::.:.nd. p:Lcturcs te:.kcc ·:·ith r;:;.:cellent r-esc1lt3. 
1;he r13.iril..': n(L Yla.S .left ~J.t 3;2/15~; - 1.31/3113 for the return to biJ.SC~ •. ?lew 
~~.t 23,060 ft. on r~:=~tu.rn .tri,p ~ettin;_~ dovn1 Drc~c~uco.ll·::,.r to <~ll\;!.~'1 ·:1I1er~~ 1.-:,n.ding 
vms m:::.de 130';110 Z. 

28,000 _,_,_ 
..!. r ... • 

1. 4 la.r~!l vc~:sclz, possil:;l~- ·~·.:ars!!ips, plus nurterotls S!·.":.·:ll \tessels in 
::a.g<:.;::<:.ki h::~r'r,.Yt, tj~,1e 0300 Z. 

.rc·-1'.!_.-_. ·. _, rr:r>c~"3T·:;- : ,..,,..., .s. v ,.;.' • . .J .. ~.~ .... ·~J1 _.....;.~, \...."t.'..lJt,' 

Intslli~:onco Officer 

·s E 'C' RET -- --r-- --

.. 


	3rd PRS history -  p1221- from 3rd PRS Mission Reports 1945-7-5
	Fukuoka Sasebo photo recon - p301-  from 3rd PRS Mission Reports 1945-7
	Fukuoka Sasebo photo recon - p396-  from 3rd PRS Mission Reports 1945-7
	Nagasaki recon - p1191-  from 3rd PRS Mission Reports 1945-7-4

