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A HEADQUARTERS TENTIETH ATR FORCL, GUAL - The Third Photo Rc,comﬁa_sagncc -
Sauadron, self--otyled of flc:_al photogr a‘aherb of- Janan, can:now be revealed as.
the! unit whose very lon" rr..nbe F~13 reconnaisgsance ‘-.,J_rcraft laid bare the ullnt
sccrcts of- the enenv enplre ept hludm fron the world for r1anJ yearse

On Nove. 1, l‘)u;, an T-13 (B-2 9 photo ship) flew over TOkJO as tho {1r.>t
in a series:of l;éO such i‘llghts nade by the Third Photo  during the succcacdlnu
nine znd one half months--an average of nore then one and onc,—half °uccc sfull
"t_:,ompleted :mi:;sion's cac‘h daye :

Ninctoen enemy aircraft. rose to chc,llen(c the ri ht of ubat b~]3 ("Tok,/o
RO-.)C”)’ but the first pictures of the Tokyo arsa were” oaicl‘/vrcturned to Saipan
. where bomb-laden $-295 were waiting torg et information to begin the now 11 'LOI‘.LC
operatlonu of thc X](I Donber Co:'r.xena of the '1‘wcnt.1.ct Adr Force. : o

Th:er Photo plan(,u i"Low 17 issions to Japan before thc first combat B—?%

took to the air on Nove-24, During this pc,rlod onc aircraft and crew werc lost:
ac’clon—-thc first to be lost by the XL Bomber Cormand in the air war 45,.1mub‘

thc ‘“1plre. Two othcr 'l’hJ.rd Photo anrcraft h«,vc bcm losL on. photo (dssions.

As'an’ cf,p.nplc, of tho souc’ron's worl{ dur:.nu Ju1J 1onc , the '1“111‘(1 tho
pho’no sraphed 47,705 squarc miles of usable- coverage over .the Jap ¢ ainland.
Photo -interprctation reports based .on thesc: pictures have been scat around thc,
yorld and the distribution:list nuabers appro::.u wately 300 agencics including -

211 branches of the United States military forces and nany of the United Hab Ciors.
Thc U. S, Navy mtcrprotc s usiny Third Photo coverage of Japan have: a dl-z'l;l’.l.bllu—’

“ion 1ist of about 900 addrcsscse At least 1,000 agencies have mrloclJ.ca]U mml

‘and:passed-on. to othcrs the mxorrmtlon bDflu;..LnLd in photos tcl c,n by thc
‘ squardron. : LA ‘

= Tl"e mri‘ornanco of" tne Thu‘d Phofo Roconqm sance. oquadx oI c‘atcs hacl- Lo
Uorld far I. The current war record of’ tbo outfit. includes notable ac%l(,vom:nts_
“in the Carribean, South Anor:.ca, Canada, Maska, the Aleutian Islands, India, '
- China end Durme prior to the.lizrianas operations asa unit oi the. C\I _,o-ﬁx,r
C,o:.u nd and ‘I‘m,ntlcth ”J.r Forcc. : : R
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The squadron is. an Lntlru umt yithin :Lt cli conplc,tc, {ron nalx tenanec -

crews for the' I‘-Us to 2 well-equipped photo lab whose stalf in’ July turncd out .
199,774 nesatives and 231,324 prints of aerial- photo"ra'mv., Appro: .J.zmtolv o

Ly OOO officers and men constitute: the: squaaron, rang :mf in dut J &So.l_f n.nm’o frcm e -

coo &3 to :,.CI‘lal photo:rmphcrs. { LR e

I‘0rr1or conngndln oi‘flccr of tlo mu,,.dron was’ Llout. Col, Pa’c,rlcl D. tic—-"
arthy 5 bigs h;.rd—hce.ucd , 1r—w:Luo, oft spolen ex-tcst pllo‘b. ,, A gareful man
,with his: aa.rplancs, HcCarthy was ‘just as’ c(«rci'nl with his crowse & veteran of
~8 000 . i‘lymg hours,- he was, oorn An. Ccc11 Ohioy . in- 1099. ‘He now c_llu Holly—-%?

.'f-,wood hone. -Colonel. ylcC'mrtby. ag su.(lc.d con xnand of uhc Squ dron 1n July
'relmqu:.shed c_ornand in June this:ycc , 1 ‘ Robcrt C,» Hutton
8 1 ak' (w fe ln.vcs in Donver ). o Major:
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; flying.unit:is.a story. of its airmen rsbipilot ovcr :
Tol »yo was. Capt,: (dow’ na.Jor) Ralpht‘D. Stcc.kloy whose exploitsias aircraff
canrander of the HTokyo ‘Rose" have becn told in.déteil, .. l":.rst Iieuts Ja. D.
itton of- Ra.nbex' Texas, a; flipht ccmnander of ‘the Third Photo Rcconnalswncc,
?;_Squadron, ‘has more flylnb ‘hours. over: Japun and nore. aissions (Zj) tban any:
other photo pilote. “He iz the one who: finally 7 ot thc photo covcra. ge oi' Olfma:"
a.ftcr weather had i‘o:.led then for S0 rma.n./ days. L, T
A few. wceks bcfore t,he mvasmn of ‘Oklr*awa, thc squadron was aSoanCd thﬂ
JOb of photograph:mg the 1sland i’or the conblned lc.ndlng Opcra.tlons. SRS L

A]most 2’ score of russ:Lons WGI‘G flcwn fron Guan ’c,o Oklnawa in. an attmpu &
“bolget, the’ plctures, ‘But so0lid’.cloud cover frowned: on the: F-13s cvery tine.

. ;'”‘A-‘,But on’ Feb,. 28, Iieut. L:.tton wheeled his-big B-29 over: to Okinawa and found:
e bea.ut:.fully clear day whlch enabled hm to photobraph thc 1slgnd fron cnd to :
; ,cnd :m one nlssmn, .- |

T 'fThen,thcrc,* was F.Lrst L:Leut. H'mlter L Abbott of Des LIOlnCS 3 Iowa, who,
_undcr orders 4o pet p:.ctures of  one ‘of the Tokyo fire nissions, ducked. down
- under 8, 000~foot clouds over thc eneny capitol in a vain but- 5a.Llanu try. ,
. Soupy: atmosphere Spo:.led bls p:.ctures and Jap ack—-ack shob out one. cn[,me of‘
.v'bhe 1‘—13“ R ; ‘ . S ; KIS e T

L e .Those p:x.cturcg oi‘ agh—covered 'I'okyo werc subsequentlJ gecurod by FJ_I st :
b Lleute Qmar Ls- _Cox ',Plalnvn_lle, Ill, zndu appcared :n nany publlcatlons throufh’
‘out’ the world." i : ‘ ‘

: Illllan uatson‘ (Ceda:r Raplds 5 ,Iowa.) was- thc flrst Thlrd Photo p:Llot
to 1.ta.ke ‘an ;.i"craft over the northernmost Jap. ‘hone island of Hokkaidos Ab.the
tipe this w t.he”lon"eot recon flight’ from the Marianas and rcquiredia. star" 1y
stoprat’ TIvo Jn.na. Slnce then. clgh’c. other Th:.rd Photo canera.“shlps Jhave cx—-
‘plored. thc, nystern.es oi‘ Hokkan.do. o :

Tncn ‘thore | was the unna.ncd gunncr“ who xhy havc, Sbt son(. sor‘b of a
" JU.I"[p rccord bu’c dldn t lJ.WO to- obtaln 1t.

k:.rectlng opcrata.ono i‘or 'bho Th: rd Photo is 26—J0&I‘~Ol& C1 :.-renco E.
captain fron Pochester s Ne Y., who' has carned thc reputetion viith, h.L
_squadron as havm& :donc: a rcal jobe " sss_l_ncd to the Third Photo. olL‘lQO 2y
ecker served with the un:t. t.hrouf,h Alaska s tha. Ca.;mbcan , Scuth Arerica and
the’ CDI before cont:.nu:mr to: the Iar:.anau s and has boen’ uu\,ceosi‘ully pilo_t
i‘la_;jrb commandey. and opev'anL ions ofi':.cer 'y pmch-—h::otln“ at tines as. ‘deputy
quadron cor“xrmnder- md K u:xdron corma.ndc .

tnown oi‘ the ﬂs'l‘h:c.rd Photo s a:.rcraft :Ls " Tokyo Rose"
Yo fly. over. Tok:y 'S 1es i ' op
closely associate _‘w::.th the :Lr_“ phbto,:;r-aphl
'Dark’ ‘la.de' Myl '
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s.ccn on Lhc prlptu. D;Jh..((. L-SSCS-.)] tent -1hotos nudc of Tolqo "iter thc, f:.rst
mcendlary nission rcvcaled CI‘O’Wdo on’ tm, utI‘LGtu.‘ 1‘hu,y were apgul*pptly v1ow
1"‘thc dev st*rtlon. - ‘ S :

G Bcforc '\’orld Yar: II, onlJ 5, OOO OOO of thu n,t_rth's 51 230 217 oC‘U.uI‘L ru.".‘ 4

had becn “napped or charted. ! Alonc s thu, Third Photo Reconndissance: unuadron (

pr.rt ‘of ‘the 311th Photo \!1nb 5 mpgmf and’ Chart:mb) has 'since the stert of ‘ohn,

war: nz:ppc,d a.pproxmo.tc,lv OOO OOO squo.r ..111 s of 10 curth‘s surfucc:ef_. SRR

' On :m g.vcrwc ais swon a Sou dron plmc, m.ll ako—oﬁf \.bouu 225 ]';*dSC Sy
tLlc. The tm.p up to" the aginlond ‘is flown at a low eltitude wnbil the el oo

tc) altltude is' bepun '*bout 250 statute niles: froq Ln'fb.ll. 1t u;uL.Ll,x‘L'WE'os
- i & yvrlod of about onc:hour to” C.LJJ‘lb o 1t4.tudc. AUOI‘JDJ.(,S over. tarpets drel

~flown at an altitude of o.pr;roxl_rmtely 30,000 feot indicoted,” oxcopt a '*hO’.G'.;’;"
‘nission™ that can be br:chc,d to.go inas low as 15,000 fee t. On an average, a.”
per:.od of cight hours is rcqu;rcg torench the’ Jslunu ‘of ‘Honshu. Flicat lmw._f’
‘arci relig 1ousl fo]loucd, With no evasive. action 2llowed, flak or :E:L_htorg not -

w:'_thutanam - Om, -hour. is about the usual. lenf 'th of tine spc,nt ovvr Lhc, gats 1n,LL nc

'Fln.,_,hts on. thc, ra% Tun- c.bout JJ, noms 1onL,. o S
: »‘Ihen"thc c:u‘craft L,nds, i:.]n is hca ’r,o the labor tor,r :md flcv lo;e,d Dol
scL_nncdo JIf A% isifrom o danase assossnont of "hot” nissiony pg,rtrxcnt nerat=
';:ch:s r‘rc selc,ctcd pz:an are. rludc,, and usuelly ore in the 1aho‘c,o mterpretef'
-ai‘tor ul’lc f:.ln nus lC.Lt thc, ﬂlI‘CI"lft, E

he aireraft hos.

‘safe torussurm that pra C'[.:lCr.-ll ’-ll Janmcsa ub:mpwn"
‘has been ‘pho _}ographed at s‘onet:z.ﬂe or other by Thn_rd Photo k-—lju. ~The t: ctal
ge pit kccl up on: photo"raphs is. approxir "'t(,lv 1,000 5000 gross.tons: of
’ about 600,000 torm pla nt of noval vessels, It
: ‘ e of cons:.ao**"bl welue - etermin=
as well as provulm' moans of “tra
.V(,SS(,.‘S. : ‘_ . N R
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SRalsTe) 1na:1.ssmco '--ﬁue!:fj'-".-n ' MISSION NQs - 7l+

Photo & weather reconnaissance of ’cargets - KYUSHU area..

- PIIAT: T,c'.-KendaJ:L, Ist Lt,’ AC R BT TYPE, & MO F—l3A #877
20T 08425 Z° March l9l+5 B «m:D o9oa25 7
A3 Weather; insballations at NAGASAKT; SASEBO OMURA mcuom- :
- TACHIFRA ATRFTELD; BGBEOKA G S

E S'-'Ltr; ‘Good

NLRRATIVE smumY A/c took off from base ‘at NORTH FIELD, GUAM,. at

1425 Z hours, for: mss:.on to photograph installations on KIUSHU and
to obtain weather data., The trip out was uneventful, and the a./c made

- landfall. SOUTH of NAGASAKT at 2222 Z. ' Photo runs were made on NAGASAKT,
'OMURA, SASEBO, FUKUCKA,. TACHTARBA ATRFIELD and NOBEOKA (in the order
The trJ.p was

" “named) and the return trip was. beg\m, due to low fuel.
: uneven‘bi‘ul a.nd the a/c landed DEPO’I‘ FIELD GUAL at OL;25 Z. L
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FLiK: Total of 9 bursts sighted - over SASEBO - A11 were accurate

- as to altitude, and approximately 100 yards to the left. . :

‘1‘«m~»~avxﬁ:w X
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ALTI'FUDE 32,500 £b. Ind. @ 2300 2 SPLED:190mph IAS mmyp: —22 deg Ce.
WEATHER: | R o
ROUTE UP:

'OVER TARGET: 3/10 to 5/10 cloud cover, with large,hbles.'

'QOUTE_BACK:

OJ,SERVATIO\IS' - S ’ o o ,
1, At NAGASAKI s:.ghted 6 la.rge, 8 smaller vessels., Time 2225 Z.
2., Saw 3 large towers at- SASEBO, ‘at 2335 Z. P

3, Sighted 4 vessels at 'I'OaiITAKA -0008 Z. AlSo saw 3 vessels at
‘ MDU.TSU. : : : e

COL{ENTS o el R
‘1; LORAN worked during ‘the entn.re flight.
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_ENIT- 3rd Photo Rccomxa:.ssa.ncc Q'y.aﬂx cn MISSIO'\I NO 75

TYP" MI SDLON‘ Weather & photo reconna.issance of KX’USHU area. S

PIINL: 4.5 Sez.ler, Capt, AC S _Zc TYPu & NO' F—13A #585

TA u-O“F 0911,2_1 z March 1945 E o LAND. 100141;2 2
i :7’”‘ Weather, NAGASAKI OMURA FUKUOKA YAWAEA

RESLTS: Excellent

' MAFRATIVE SUn k_;'}’;' afc took off from NmTH FJELD GIJAM ‘at 21 Z hours s
~on & mission to KYUSHU area,- for the ‘purpose of. gatherlng weather data o
and- accompllshz.ng photo reconnaissance in ‘that area. The trip up was
uneventml, and -the climb was started about, 175 miles from the coast. '
It was" dn.scovered that the- a/c wouldn't pressurize, necessn.tat:mg runs
over target areas be:mg made at 25,000 ft. For that reason, after -

- photographing OMURA, the target run was cut short, and the a/c was ‘
-headed SE," photograph:n.ng targets of opportunity across KYUSHU, Aﬁ.m‘
leaving the coast, it ‘was found that the a/c could be pa.rt:.ally
pressurized -~ th:.s was done, and the remainder of the: trip was .
accompllshed without i‘urther :an:Ldent. Landlng was' made a.t DEPOT
FIELD, GUAMat 01;1;2 Z. S
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FL4K: First 31ghted 8 bursts over I\IAGASAICE maccurate, about -
8 000 ft. below, ' Over CMURA, an- estimated 100 bursts total -~ very
accura'be.' . Some was close enough to hea.r, boxing :Ln the ship.
Seemed to- be ‘in clusters of ) and 8 bursts.

q,x 55 .~: 3
Jﬁ:ﬁa&i
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 ALTITUDE: 25,700-ft. Ind. @ 2250Z = SPEED: 190mph IAS-TEMP: -20 deg C.

WEATHER:

ROUTE UP:

OVER_TARGET:
QOUTE BACK:

OJESERVATIOMS- . ' ’ '
1. Fighter strip s:.ghted on ‘IAKU ISLAND

2. 10 vessels.(4-DD, 4.CA, 2 CV) sighted at 20/39N w/ozE (02322) .
On course of 109, bub: started wide circle as. a/c passed over. )

. 3. Sighted a large number. of cargo vessels in harbor at NAGASAKT,

COMRL mNTs-
1. ¥inds at. a.lt.ntude were as predicted. o
2. LORAN worked all. the-way to target and backs’
_3“'. : Could not preesurlze a/c unt:.l after lea,v:.ng target

JOHN F. CROSBIE Ga.p‘bain, AC
INTE.I.CGET\I“"‘ OFFICER.




: SEGCREI .
m , 3rd Photo Reconnaissance Squadron‘ - MISSION KQ: 107

- TYPE kISSION' Pho*co reconnalssancc

,pmo'r Omer L. CC_-, st Lt TV . A/c TYPE & NO: T-134 #870

TAK'E OFF' 281700 Mar'ch 1945 . LANDED: 290710 Z March 1945
. mARGETS: A:erlcn ¢s on nusrm | |

RESULTS:  Gbod

NARRATIVE SUMHARY;

A/C took off from SAIPAD The U3 Fleet was sééniabout”SO miles south

Tof KYUSHU. -Landfall was made on island of TAKUI VA at 2330 é. .Flew on to

L FUR JROE:. SLINA, there turned 1ﬂ and hit. KYLSPU at SAS“BG. Contimied’ along coast
- passing over FUKUOKA, YAWATA, OITA and SAEKI, leaving there at 011C Z. The
’trlp.back.was uneventful.,‘passed over IWG JI} on’ route_home.
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ENEMY, OPPOSTTTON:

_ One t/e fighter seen below and clinbing near FUKUOKI, but did not
rcfaCh‘valtitUde of photoka/c, ‘ EREREE ' o . ‘

Intense and ‘some accurate.

¢ Hone:
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SECRED

 32;800 ft,j£rue - SEEED:195 mph TAS-  1252’fh5 deg

5/10‘¢lond‘cpver:
Fair-
QBSERVATIONSS

'Us Fleet south o? FYUSHU Several F6Fs came up to intercevt before.
“identification was made,

22 small boats seen off YAKIJTUA.

2 flgh‘ers tock off from WJKUOKI alrfleld.

Reflections seen from two airfields.

Several: ships, masulyjire*ghters, seen in harbors near Y YATA and
alowg STRAITS. . = :

Jap statlons plcPed up on 6200 kv and 7300 kc.

JCHN F. CROSEIE
- Captain, Air Corps
INTELLTGENCE OFFICER.

e
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UNIT: 3rd Photo Recomnaissance Squadron

TYPE MISSIOR: Fhoto reconriaissance.

NARRATIVE SUMHARI' )
Al rcr—ut t,o»{ of £ -f I s
flew st 1200' 2ltitude to 21/L57 - LAO/LEE at O0LO Z, where climb wn

to 2,000, ,i/' leveled off at J,oco' 22/201 ~ 140/208, time,
mointoined until 0355 Z, when climb to 31,__;00' ind. wus begun. i
' 1 riznal obs ervati Sons

p.;ouo"“ aphed at 31,300_i‘“‘.- ind, z=nd the 7 Sy

Yo Ouen zb 2155 2 to ahot iyl rmsnlel

ne Horth onc—baﬂi‘ of I

shich towered up

ipproxvimetely 10 ~ | dr : La;.xowkl.
B HETS S thhough the

Approximat e'T v 40

's"hoke in agasald.,

wias pirallel

to. and directly over

*7? unc"‘r azed, observed in Haza
'u“c*._;t o) luto'*ru."f)l e"l the f¢

|0u“01‘.m. e
l.._J m.'ld. Lan C’Pd Jnam s

craduz

Y o . e
Tiake lone C-.J

195 mph IaS

; EE.-%T}E*I‘?. < ‘f""u :.;.lt*_}

O"’“"""*’ ATIONS: Same as above.
COLLENTS: Tone
T. CROSBIE, Capt, 4T

~Intelligence Officer
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UNIT: 3xrd Photo Reconnalssance Squadron HISSION NO'

. . ;
ageseil

e 8llent

NARRATIVE SUMMARY : - ' -
4/C took off on mission to photoirranh e ,
ew.from fuan to DOL‘t of cllmb (/u/?DN ~ 133/425), which wus reached

("OBS , =% aps ” 7,000 . :;i.nd“

ndfall mad : A

;us oriefed o slran v swcellent

g left = *“7 - l’l/BAE « the reﬁurn to ba;a - Flew

at 23,000 fi. on reburn L etting ”ﬂw“ rrefually to (uwm where londing
130410 o : i T ' '

. ” ¥ Lir g . st A e
:»Qi’lu . i : i . finis L elels]

inds ELTEL OVIR TaRGTT: 3 /lO clouds, ta

plus nunerous

T, Cant, O
nce Lfflﬂer
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