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The Naval Guard Unit shown above is not the ¥ internment cemp, but merel
their werk area, The only mission of the guards* there, was to guard the PsW J
at work and to guard their billeting area at nipht,” All matters pertaining +to
internment and assignment of work to the PsW, etec, were hendled by the Naval
C::'uril Engineering Section umder NAKAMURA end ASANO,

e Although the responsibility of admitting and edministering (includes func-

tions of supply, mess, quarters, medical care) PsW in This work area fell +o
the SASEBO Naval Civil Engineering Section (In charge of NAKAMURA Kiyoteru),

this section failed +to try to improve the trestment of its PsW,

As a result, as I have elready stated, the general treatment of PsW was
poor, and clothing, food, quarters, medical care, facilities, etc, were ag I
have stated in detail, Furthermore they were put to work without having gone
through proper channels, Since they were at this instsllation for about a
year without their nemes even being registered with the Miﬁistry of War, they
were deprived of their rights as PsW, not even being able to correspond with
Their femilies, Neither did they receive any relief goods whatsoever. It was
truly a pitiful situation., The Civil Engineering Section (NAKAMURA and ASAN0)
had Xoreen end Japanese laborers working long hours because of the urrent need
of the installations. They repeatedly asked the commemding officers (ORITO .
and WATANABE) to extend the working hours (ebout eight hours e day) of the PsW
6s well, The commanding officers (ORITO and WATAVABE) refused because of ine
adequate medical facilities, physicel condition of PsW and the lack of sailors
to assume guard duties, Neturally eny increase in guard hours would simply
heve meant hardship for us sailors. But the Civil Engineering Section (VAEAMURA
and ASANO) was not satisfied, They submitted & report to the Headquarters of
the SASEBO Naval Civil Engineering Section (NAKAMURA and ASANO!g superiors)
end secured the necessary permission, Thereupon they notified the Naval Guard
Unit Commenders, ORITO and WATANABE, of This, so there were times when the

commanders had no choice but to lengthen the PsW's working hours,

The Nevy Civil Engineering Section and the Nevel Guard Unit are both
part of the Navy, MNAKAMURA, Kiyoteru of the Engineering Section, had the
simuleted renk of e lieutenent (j.g.) end Guerd Unit Commenders ORITO and
WATANABE had the simuleted rank of werrant officers This great difference in

« renk made it difficult te refuse NAKAMURA's Yequests. I believe that ORITO
end WATANABE were also influenced by the fact that the guard wnit received
its rations (which they paid for) from the Engineering Section, and the fact
thaet their quarters were given to them by the Engineering Section, I den't
think the commenders were too well pleased with the idea of increeasing the
PgWi's working hours, We sailors certainly opposed it. If the working hours
of PsW were extended, it was we seamen who would have to agsume longer guard
duties, lNaturally, since the rest periods would be shortened, we sailers
were positively umhappy about the extension of working hours, That was a
metter of common sense., I was always very worried shout the PsW!s health,
end naturally opposed the plan, but orders were orders end a lowly seaman
like myself could not do much about it, Whenever the commander unaveoidably
hed to permit the extension of work hours even for 30 minutes, I requested
extra food for them from the Engineering Section. (Of course I did this with
Tthe permission of end in the name of Commanders  NAKAMURA and ASANO). The

Engineering Sectien did not like thisg ab all, and refused, saying that the
Korean and Japanese workers themselves did not receive extra food for extra work,
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But since these workers received extra pay, while +the PsW did not, I insisted
on their getting more them three meals a day whenever they worked overtime,

I was successful in my attempts,s You can learn from ORITO and WATANABE just
how much effort it cost me to get this extra food for the prisoners. /

The Engineering Section did not like this at all, and 1t seems that they
criticized the Guerd Unit behind our backs.

ORITO and WATAUABE were also greatly dissatisfied with The extension of.
working hours, And all the personnel from Chief petty officer down to seaman
were completely egainst it, ORITO and WATAUABE appeeled to Lt. Com., CHO, Hikaru
S{é ) of the Guerd Unit Staff to put a stop to overtime for the sake of the

¥isoners'! health., At long last, the order ceme from Lt. Com, CHO's office te
the Engineering Headquarters absolutely forbidding working Pi's overtime.,

We essumed guerd duty whenever so ordered by the commender, but I do not
recall how meny times the PsW had to work overtime., It is True That the En-
cineering Section sometimes made them work overtime, After all NAKAMURA and
ASANO were in charge of the Engineering Section end it was their responsibility
to try to safeguard the health of The PsW, On the contrary, they were only con=-
cerned with working the prisoners end utterly failed to live up to their res-
ponsibility.

One cen learn how indifferent NAKAMURA and ASANO were toward the prisoners
by the fact that they did not once visit a sick prisoner although they held
the ultimate responsibility feor the prisoners' well being, As for ASANO, there
were times when he ceme all the way over to our barracks with a loud complaint®
simply because we had not sent the prisoners out to work in the morning or hed
withdrewn them early from work because of rain, Whenever it rained or snowed-
the guards had the PsW's aquit work because They lacked raincoats. The gueards
alweys opposed the engineers, end protected the prisoners. The guards made
the rounds of the work aree to prevent the Fforeen and Japenese workers from
harming the PN's. As previously stated in detail, there were two or three un=
disciplined men among the seamen, - i

There might have been some incidents of beatings that I never heard ebout,
I simply did my best to carry eut the orders of my superior officers and NCO's
and to improve the treatment of the PsW, I did beat & prisoner ence, as I
haeve steted repeetedly, but I am ebsolutely innocent where ovher incidents are
concerned,

Please cell together all those involved and investigate the matter thoroughly.

T +think thet the commenders cen not deny knowledge of the facts. I believe that
vou will see that I was a petty officer of the lowest remnk, witheut autherity
to issue orders (The eutherity to issue orders lay in NAKAMURA, ASANO, ORITO end
WATANABE) or authority te issue food (This wes under authority of NAKAMURA of
the Engineering Section)s In short, if you will please question the individuals
invelved, you will learn all the facts of the case in detail,

End,
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