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0 you who answered the
5 country and, served in:
- Forces to bring about the total deffe
the enemy, I extend the /zmrzﬁlt t/zcmés off v
a grateful Nation. Asoneo f the chtzon 5o i
finest, you undertook: the most Severes
task one can be called upon to perform. .
Because you demonstrated the Sforti-
tude, re.rourcefulnem and calm judgment
necessary to carry out t/mt tgyé we now
Jook to you for leadem/zzp and example
in further exalting our country in peace.
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THE' WHITE HOUSE .




BEGINING IN LATE 1944, JOE STARTED RECEIVING BRIEF HAND WRITTEN POST
CARDS FROM HOME , WHILE INTERNED AS A POW/SLAVE LABOR AT FUKUOKA
17, OMUTA , ISLE OF KYUSHU, JAPAN. HE RECEIVED & SAVED 28, HOWEVER 21
REMAIN.

FOR THE READER: MOM (ANASTASIA LUCHOW SZCZEPANSKI), POP (MICHAEL
SZCZEPANSKI), OLDER SISTER STEPHIE (STEPANIE) & BILL (STEPHIE'S FUTURE
HUSBAND) , YOUNGER SISTER JOSIE (JOSEPHINE) & GEORGE (JOSIE'S FUTURE
HUSBAND) & YOUNGEST SISTER STELLA . PETRASHES WERE AUNT & UNCLE

A ACTUAL COPY IS ON THE LAST PAGE OF THIS REPORT.

12/19/44
DEAR BROTHER,
THINKING OF YOU AS ALWAYS;LOTS OF LOVE AND LUCK, AND VERY BEST
REGARDS FROM ALL OF US. GOD BLESS YOU ALWAYS.
‘ YOUR LOVING FOLKS,
JO

1/17/45
DEAR JOE :
AM WORKING VERY HARD NOW. YOU SHOULD SEE ME USE MECHANICAL
TOOLS, EVEN THOUGH I AM LEFT-HANDED! THINKING OF YOU ALWAYS.
YOUR LOVING SISTER
JOSIE

1/18/45
DEAR JOE -
COUSIN EMIL TOLD ME HE HAS WRITTEN TO YOU. I HOPE YOU'VE
RECEIVED THE LETTERS. WE THINK ABOUT YOU ALWAYS. GOD BLESS YOU!
YOUR LOVING FAMILY
| | (JOSIE)

1/20/45
DEAR JOE,
I STILL HEAR FROM GEORGE REGULARLY. I HOPE [ ALWAYS WILL. NOW
HE'S WANTING TO BE TRANSFERED FROM THE AIR CORPS TO THE INFANTRY.
LOVE ALWAYS,
YOUR FAMILY (JOSIE)

1/22/45
H'YA BROTHER,

STELLA AND I ARE OKAY, WORKING STEADILY. AS YET OUR "CHILDHOOD
COWGIRL" IS UNATTACHED; AND SHE'S QUITE A SEDATE YOUNG LADY OF
TWENTY NOW.

LOVINGLY
YOUR FOLKS (JOSIE)



1/24/45
DEAR BROTHER,
WE THINK OF YOU ALWAYS AND WOULD LIKE TO DO OUR UTMOST FOR
YOU. BUT THERE'S SO LITTLE THAT WE ARE PERMITTED TO DO.
LOVINGLY
YOUR HOME FOLKS
(JOSIE)

1/25/45
DEAR JOE
IT'S WONDERFUL TO HEAR FROM YOU, AND IT MADE ME CRY FROM JOY.
YOUR NOTE SURE DID MOM & POP WORLDS OF GOOD.
LOVINGLY
YOUR FAMILY (JOSIE)

1/26/45
DEAR JOE,
HEARING FROM YOU AGAIN TRILLED MOM & POP, AS MUCH AS SEEING
YOU WOULD HAVE. THEIR HOPES WERE FADING TOO FAST, TILL NOW.
ALWAYS,
YOUR LOVING FOLKS
(JOSIE)

1/29/1945 (NOTE- THIS POST CARD WAS TYPE WRITTEN)
DEAR BROTHER,
THE LETTERS I WRITE YOU, PLEASE CONSIDER FROM MOM AND POP, TOO --
SINCE THEY ARE UNABLE TO WRITE. OUR THOUGHTS ARE ALWAYS WITH YOU.
LOVE AND BLESSINGS,
MOM,POP.& JO

1/31/45
HELLO, DEAR BROTHER
DID YOU EVER THINK THE COAL "POP" MINES, COULD BE SCARCE? WELL,
IT ISIMOVIES, SCHOOLS ETC. MUST CLOSE ONE DAY A WEEK.
LOVE ALWAYS
MOM,POP & JO



2/1/45
DEAR JOE, : '
FEBRUARY! TIME MARCHES ON! HOPE IT BRINGS YOU MUCH NEARER TO
US. WE DO THINK OF YOU SO! MAY GOD BLESS YOU ALWAYS.
LOVE
MOM, POP, & JO

2/8/45
DEAR BROTHER .
AS ALWAYS, WE'RE THINKING OF YOU --- HOW YOU ARE, AND WHAT YOU
MAY BE DOING. AND OUR HEARTS ACHE SO, FOR YOU.
: LOVE FOREVER
MOM, POP & JO

2/9/45
HELILO, DEAREST BROTHER,
IT'S HARD TO SAY MUCH IN JUST 24 WORDS. I'M DOING MY BEST; HOPING
YOU ENJOY THESE MESSAGES IF AND WHEN YOU GET THEM.
‘ LOVE & BLESSINGS
MOM, POP & JO

2/10/45
DEAR JOE
THERE IS SO MUCH WED LIKE TO SAY, BUT CAN'T, REGULATIONS, YOU
KNOW!
NEVER A DAY GOES BY, THAT WE DON'T THINK OF YOU.
ALWAYS, YOUR LOVING FAMILY
MOM, POP & JO

2/13/45
DEAR BROTHER,
WINTER STILL HAS US FAST IN ITS GRIP --- AND IT'S BEEN A VERY HARD
ONE THIS YEAR. BEST REGARDS FROM ALL. GOD BLESS YOU.
LOVE ALWAYS
MOM, POP & JOSIE

2/14/45
DEAR JOE --
VALENTINE'S DAY! , THE DAY OF HEARTS! WE WANT YOU TO KNOW THAT
ON THIS DAY, AS ALWAYS, OUR HEARTS ARE THERE WITH YOU.
FONDEST LOVE & GOD'S BLESSINGS
MOM, POP & JOSIE



2/16/45
DEAR BROTHER,
NO NEWS THAT'S NEW, RIGHT NOW. WAR MAKES ONE LOSE CONTACT
WITH OLD FRIENDS AND RELATIVES. KEEP THAT CHIN UP ---- SEE YOU SOON,
MAYBE.
AS EVER
MOM, POP, AND JOSIE

2/17/45
DEAR BROTHER,
AS T WRITE MY DAILY LETTER TO GEORGE -- MY THOUGHTS TURN ALSO
TO YOU. YOURE ALWAYS IN OUR HEARTS. GOD BLESS YOU.
LOVING FAMILY
MOM, POP & JOSIE

3/23/45
DEAR JOE
BALMY SPRING IS HERE TO BRING JOY TO OUR HEARTS. BUT THERE IS NO
ROOM FOR JOY, TILL ALL YOU BOYS ARE HOME AGAIN.
LOVE ALWAYS
MOM, POP & JOSIE

3/24/45
DEAR BROTHER,
EVERYONE'S WELL. POP IS STILL WORKING HARD, IM -- PATIENTLY
WAITING FOR THIS WAR TO END. GOD BLESS YOU ALWAYS.
LOVEFROM ALL,
MOM, POP & JOSIE

3/25/45
DEAR BROTHER, :

ANOTHER PALM SUNDAY -- AND SOON ANOTHER EASTER. REMEMBER
YOUR LAST EASTER IN THE STATES, AT PETRASHES; IN NEW YORK? IT RELIVES
IN OUR MEMORIES.

LOVE & BLESSINGS
MOM, POP & JOSIE



3/26/45
DEAR BROTHER,
WELL, I GUESS BILL WON'T BE A MARINE, AFTER ALL. HE WAS NOT |
ACCEPTED --- HIS DRAFT BOARD WON'T RELEASE HIM. GOD BLESS YOU.
ALWAYS, YOUR LOVING FAMILY
MOM, POP & JOSIE
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