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Appointed.aﬂuarine Gunner in theinarine Corps for temporary i

;” serv1ce, 1,Apr11 .1942 to rank from 1 April, 1942. No. 37 Assigned tﬁ
u%feeneral Duty. -
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e “‘?’*“‘“‘“‘L‘bé“emd appolntment (by d.espatch) April 1 1942 vith the -Har-&ao
5 opw-a<iavaise 5 sh—-CGv x. 4th Marines.

On acoeptance asSigned to active duty at

;FOURTH M.A.R.INES FT. MILLS, CORREGIDOR, P. 1.
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@”‘§1APR 1942~ 1 Joined Co."I", 34 Bn, 4th Mar. and assigned to active

duty

19 June 1942 transferred to PRI SONERS OF WAR AND MISSING PERSONS
DETACHMLNT HQMC (Missing in action.)

Awapded=istisr=of=commendasion-£rom=$hu=-Sommandant;=H5,
Agzided LETTER OF COMMENDATION FROM THE COMMANDANT, U.BS.

'MARINE CORPS for,Citation:"Courageous action during a
raid by enemy heavy bombers on 24 December 1941",

 Appointed Second Lleutenant in the Marine Corps for temperary
service January 19 k fro :47”I943 No. 7, pursuant
- to the prov1sions_gf_the~ﬁct“b 4 July & , 3
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(HTA - selected for this promotion but not appo
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' l5 March 43, status changed.from.“MISSING IN ACTION" to ”IN HANDS OF ENEMYU

SEP 1945: 12, arrived San Fran01sco California via aircraft (siek in.
T U.8. Naval Hospital) 19, detached to . RIEW Z Ty

.

On 210ct43,. temporary grade of - Marine Gunner changed to

WARRANT OFFICER by Act of Congress approved 210ct43, (Public .

No..:16%7. ~ 78th Congreqs) No change in temporary status
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Uniten States Parific Fleet
Flagship of the Commander-in-Chief

The Commander in Chief, United States Pacific Fleet,
takes pleasure in commending

PLATOON SERGEANT
CECIL LEROY WOQD
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS

for service as set forth in the following
CITATION:

"Tor meritorious conduct in the performance of his
duties while attached temporarily to the Headquarters
Detachment, Subuarines, U. S, Asiatic Fleet, in the
Port Area, Manila, Philippine Islands, on 24 December
1941. During a raid by heavy enemy bombers, even arter
bombs were on their downward flight, he disregarded his
personal safety in order that reports of the progress
of the raid be forwarded to his commanding officer,
thus enabling other personnel to take cover. Despite
a direct hit within twenty feet of his assigned station
and two others within a radius of one hundred feet, his
warning resulted in no casualties to service personnel
and greatly reduced the civilian casualties in the area.
His performance of duty was outstanding and his conduct
was at all times in keeping with the highest traditions
of the United States Naval Service."

Commendation Ribbon Authorized
Combat Distinguishing Device Authorized

/3. H. TOWERS,
Admiral, U, S. Navy.
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. IMPERIAL JAPANESE ARMY

1. T am interned at 2231ippine Military Pris on_Qanp 4 2.
2. My health is — excellent; % fair; poor.
5 3 I am — injured; sick: in hospital; un'dér treatment; not under treatnlent
o improving; not improving; better; ml!_
5. Ploase seo'thar WTAtC OF tolegrdph in eare Of Inb'l Re
Lro ol A e SR is taken care of.
‘6. (Re: Fémﬂy) ; Acmerry Xuas and Happy ey Yeal. s e
7. Please give my best regards to L1 lends and relabi VOO i =
& s . ! i
IMPERIAL JAPANESE ARMY
1. I am interned at Philippine Military ‘r ison Camp No, 2
2. My health is — excellent ; good; fair; poor.
3.‘ I am — injured; sick in hospital; under treatment; not under treatment.
4. T am — improving; not improving ; better: well.
5. Please see that __ _-_ _save the Sunday bapers anc magazines for me
__________________________________________________________ 1s taken care of.
6. (Re: Family)y __ Hope family AOWbll e PRIy s s
7. Please give my best regards to My friemds =~ - =
IMPERIAL JAPANEéE ARMY -
1, I am interned at _ £+'433 Upine 10594 it P T g S
2. My health is — excellent; good; fair; podr.
el am— injured; sick in hospital; under treatment; not under -treatl_tlent;
--4:. I am < Lm.pmm.ng., not improv»ing; ‘better; well.
5. Please see that Y156 15 55311 o # e
\
__________________________________________________________ is taken care of.
6. (Re: Family); _______ e L
7. Please give my best regards £61 0 i e e _ rh __:_ e :_ .. _____________ =




Nationality American
Rank _Maripe Gupner __._ | s
Camp __Ifhi]ippine_ht[ilit.ary PrisQn Camp #2 -

Prisoner of War Mail@h .o auss

(Cross out one.)

(NAME)
——
0

i Soner-of I

~ Via New York, NeX Yor




IMPERIAL JAPANESE ARMY

Ppil. Mil, Pnson Camp ir2

Lzl g anterhed RS TR e i) LY TORSI RIS i S T R E D
2. My health is — excellent ; _good; fair; poor.
3. Dam— injured; sick in hosgit»al ; under treatment; not under treatment.

4. T am — improving; not 1mpr0v1ng, bettel well.

 Write in care, of American Hed Cross

5. Please see that _____________________________________________________ L
___________________________________________________________ is taken care of

O tRe: “Eamily Y= 2 as s B i e Lo A T I e R 0

7. Please give my best regards to f?l_‘.‘?_—":!_?{l_@_f_l‘l___e.ﬂ@? _________________ -

. *l

T J 3
IR eSS - S |

* X FORM 2277

oy e = ’.!Ir :
From:  —ifSeH, Cogot=—— JUNEH94

. Trommald Aug. 10, 1945

(DATE)

' ,.Message&mumm 24 words. Type or ho:nd print in block cc:p1tals




























Don't Forgel How
Hiey Starved Us!

S one of the two American
medical officers who experi-
enced conditions in both the
military and the civilian prison
camps on Luzon, I am anxious
to have the American people
understand, and never forget,
that the Japanese applied a
premeditated and systematic
program of starving American
prisoners to death. During thirty-four ghastly months I saw every
manifestation of dietary deficiency merely by looking at people
around me—the terrible pain and toe-dragging gait of beriberi, the
hemorrhages from scurvy, the mental stupor and hardened skin of pel-
lagra, the barrel-leg bloat and withered muscles of hypoproteinemia.

The first application of mass extermination began with the Death
March after the fall of Bataan in April, 1942, and continued with
horrible results until December of that year, when the N 1ps Increased
our rations a little and let Red Cross packages through, having de-
cided to fatten us up to use as prison labor in work projects. For
fourteen months after witnessing this bald admission that our diet
was inadequate to keep us alive for long, I served on a Bataan labor
detail, in Bilibid Prison hospital and at Cabanatuan. Afterward I
spent the last eleven months in the Santo Tomas internment
camp, where I saw a new system of starvation applied.

At first, malaria and dysentery plagues slaughtered our people.
Quinine would have prevented the malaria deaths; sanitation alone,
if we had been permitted to enforce it, would have wiped out the
dysentery. With dietary deficiencies and beatings contributing, 1475
Americans and 23,000 Filipinos died in fifty-one days in Camp
O’Donnell, where we were herded after the Death March.

Then the starvation program began its awful execution with the
diseases of prolonged food deficiency. There was dry beriberi, bring-
ing its burning, stinging and crawling sensations of the skin on legs
and feet, its terribly painful neuritis, its paralysis of the muscles, which
lifts the foot and made it necessary for those walking skeletons in our
camp to take high steps to keep their toes from dragging. Also preva-
lent was the wet type of beriberi, bringing its dropsy, which waterlogs
bulging legs, balloons abdomens and faces, and, before death, effects
a bloating of the entire body—excruciating penalties for lack of vit-
amin B,, or thiamine chloride.




Sickness and Death, and Not Even a Decent Burial

In due course, pellagra and ariboflavinosis set in. The symptoms
were dermatitis, a coloring and thickening of the skin, swelling of ;
the tongue, diarrhea, mental confusion and, at the end, usually severe  °

~ dementia. Riboflavin, or vitamin B,, deficiency, commonly accom-
panied pellagra—cracking lips, sores of the nose, burning eyes, ulcers
of the legs as large as half dollars.

Vitamin C deficiency caught up with us. Scurvy, with its break-
ing blood vessels in the skin, muscles and bones. The men’s gums bled
and their teeth loosened and fell out. Vitamin A deficiency, too—
ulcering and scarring of the eyes; in some of the cases total blindness.
And in the early days at Camp O’Donnell there was always the
lack of water, resulting in severe cystitis, or inflammation of the
bladder. Ome day I stood in line at a faucet for nine hours, only to
see 1t turned off for the night when I was four men away. i

In Cabanatuan alone, 2300 Americans had died by the end of

——1942;—One-day sixty died: The emaciated cadavers were borie o
the cemetery by prisoners almost equally cadaverous. The living
lined the road, saluting the dead, dully contemplating when their &
turns would come. Out where the bodies were deposited en masse
in graves that filled with water before they could be completely dug, |
gaunt arms, legs and torsos habitually protruded from the mud.

Of course we complained to our jailers. A typical result was the
time I tried to requisition vitamin B for the Bataan labor detail. I
was given four bottles of Lydia E. Pinkham’s compound, which,
according to the label, includes ““one milligram of crystalline thia-
mine chloride” —the daily requirement of a child. Also I was given
a supply of Dr. Williams’ Pink Pills for Pale People. At Santo Tomas
Prison truckloads of food donated by neutral agencies were turned
away at the gate. Meanwhile, inside, we dragged about on bloated
legs, shriveling away to skin, bones and hair. We ate the cats, dogs, :
pigeons and the vegetation—hibiscus, canna lilies and banana trees. :

These stark facts about Japanese mass murder I have set down be- -
cause I’ve noticed a tendency here at home to forget, even almost to
forgive, the enormity of Japan’s war crimes. I do not want the

American people to forget. _ N, ;. Livingston P. N OELL, JR.,
Medical Corps, Army Air Forces.










Bataan Survivor

Back in Pacific

VALLEY CITY, N. D.—U.R) —
Maj. Michael Dobervich, marine
corps officer who survived the in-
famous ‘March
of Death” on
Bataan and la-
ter escaped from
a Dprison camp, g%
is fighting again @& %3
in the Pacific #& -
and friends said
Wednesday he
had written, “We
are at the Japs
door and knock-
ing it down &
fasti e s Dobervmh

The letter was to Mr. and Mrs.
Clarence - Van Ray, parents of

marine Capt. Clarence Van Ray,
Jr., former comrade of Maj. Do-
bervmh and now a prisoner of the
Japs.

Dobervich said he arrived in the
South Pacific July 2

After his escape, with a hand
ful of others, Doberwch returned
to the United States last year.
e was graduated from the ma-
rine corps command and staff
course at Quantico, Va., in June.
this year. He is from Fargo, N.
D., and Ironton, an. |

Gave my Father his dog tags before escaping

—
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Be O ENAUFT., BGT.
PUBLIG Rahﬁﬁlﬁﬂa B0UT. :
KARIRE BRECRUITING STATIVR
HINNGAPOLLIS, MIKNEBOTA,

The Harine Reorulting Gfflee wae the ecene of & heppy
reunion regently when three meubere of the herole defenders
of the rhiliipines met unexpeetdly. They are Lt. Colonel
¥lohael ﬁﬁhmrviah, {Left), of Ircnton, Einnesgota} Warrant

- Officer Csell vood, (center) of Minnsapolis} beliy of the Ui .
Harinesy snd Lt. Colomel Me Glish, (right), of the U. 5. army,

L%, volonsl Debervish and Yeod were capltured with ths
fall of latden and Corregidor and wers leter trancferred %o
Paveo Jrison., Thers they were subjedted to the ususl Japanese
strogities snd brutalities, and were foreed to huuble tﬁamaalvwa
pafors thely Japsnsse captors.

Lt. Colonel lobepvich and several others sffected & dupring
gonzpe snd after thirsy deys in the Jungles and swamps of Ghe
;ailliiyiﬁeﬁ they Jjolnsd forcves with Lt. Colonsl Be Clish, the
genior aymy officer in thelir partioculsr sector. L%, Colonsl

h, heving evaded oapture by the Jupanese, orgenized a
Lar ¢ nusber of gueriliss compoded of Americans and native
F"lllrizaw

Fhis suell bhand of Asericans wac the direoting forse of |
about thirty or fourty thoudend puerillse who gathered inf@rmaﬁian,
relentlecely fought the Japs and Mb@taggw all Jap efforis
diregted townrd organizing indusiyry in the i&l&nﬁa. Ihet they
wére sugeesasful in these operatione ie nmpi;'at%astad to by the
recent Jepsnese vtatements wherein 1t wae shown that =il Jap
troop movements were well Known t0 fthe guerdllias ferees and Lhey
were constantly ssbushed slong the Jungle tralls.

darrant Officer ¥Woold, wvhe remainsd at Lavao, was later
 transferved o fakkaichi, Jupan, where he waeg put 1o hard work
in 2 gteel mill. They were clossly watohed at all tlaes butl
stili munsged to ssbotage the stesl industry by slowlng down
profdustion snd demsiing mechinery. It was ¥Warrant Offlcer
Wood who peturned Dobervieh's dog tags as shown above,

ﬂ# ﬁ# H§ ct

My Father was sick, in what passed as a hospital, with, Beri Beri, Malaria, and
Dysentary, or he might have escaped with them. Major Dobervich came and saw my
father and gave him his dog tags, which he returned after the War
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