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SECRET
9 Sept 1945
From: The Commanding Officer.
To 1 The Compander in Chief, U.5. Flast.
via ¢ (1) ComPaskUnit 77.143 (USH QALY DE326).
(2) ComPaskOroup 77.1 (USS BIOCK ISLAND CVE~106).
(3) Com7thwit.
(4) Claerac~(ineron.
Sub iy fvacuation of Alllied rrisoners of dar from Mormosa -~ ietien
#eport on.
Ref' : (a) PacFlt Conf 1tr ACI-&5 of 1 Jan 1945.

Ao Thde vessel participated in subject operation as pert of Tssk
vndt w-lls’ aﬂun{_ as screen {or Task M 77'1' Rear ideiral [ FLUTCHAY,
USH, CTG 77.1 and ComCaridv 27, in USE BLOCE ISLAND (CVE-106). In addie
tion %o the [lagship and this vessel, the following ships were in the
group: USS SANT'L (OVE~29), USS THOMAS J. GARY (DE-326), carrying Comdr.
De He JORNOON, USHR, CTU T7.1.3 and ComQertliv 57, USS FincH (DR-328), and
Ues MRETCHTR (DE-329). The USS CHEFACHET (AQ-T8) Jolned Lthe formation
a8 TV 77.1.2 northeast of 1UZON, but was detached befere Lhe croup pro-
cem~iad Lo Pormoss.

2. The Lask group sertied from San Fedre Bay, LEYTT (udf, at 100
on 29 Aug 1945, under ComCariiv2] fecret Cperatlon Urder /245 of the same
date, lsplementing ComthFlt Top Secret (peration (rder 13«45, A typhoon
soving west froa 8 polat nerth of the Carclines passed south of the group
as it proceeded north in the direction of CHINAWA. When the Lyphoen turne
ed to the northwest, the group rede out the rough weather through 2 Sept
1945 4n the genersl vicinity of 23° north, 1299 Hast. Iu the meastdme
ConTEbFlt Secret Dispateh CIOLLD of 1 Sept 1945 changed the group's mip-
sion to evacuation of FON's frem northern FUAMCSA. A% 1131 Ttem oo the
Ird, course 277° (1) was set, headed for the cperaticn area. The night
of tha 4th we were off the northeast sorner of FUHMOOA.

3. The roraing of 5 Sept 1945 twe (2) DB's, the THOMAS J. GARY
and the YRETCHWER, precesded into EIINUN Harber to evacuate P"Ci's, while
thde abip and the FINCH remained as soreen for the carriers, which remain-
ed off the northeast cosst making sorties to drop supplies to POW camps.
The two shipg retarned from KIIRUN after dark with about 175 evacuecs
each. Betwosn 2015 and 2215 Item these men ware transforred Lo the
carriars by boats from all shipe. This vesesl's motor whale bost wus
used between the FRETCHVIA and the JANTIE. 9 B 54
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oprd 199 enlisted zen (11 of Lher stretcher cases), one Just
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JL0AL cOorps captain, and tiree American Alr forece oflicer
U3 oersend. o ol underway at 1554, and the evacuses wore fed lmpediat
lye They were als¢ lurnlshed towels, soap, sad chogolate b
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Meling had Lo be stopped when the line was Ltorn loose [ram the carrier.

_ In view of the erulsing redius of DE's of thls typs (FMR)==about 4.3 000

i pilos abt 12 knote=-it 13 not believed Lo be necoessary or advissble to at-
teat fueling st ses axeept under perfect or near-parfoet conditions.

v B in the circumstances of Lhis operation this skhio found itself
fully ecudpped to transport evacuses more by aceident Liwmn | i9sipn.
fere evacuation operations can be foreseen, it ls recommended that gpeeial
eedicines and other supplies, such ss sattresses, blankets, towels, clething
and surviver kits, bs delivered on bourd before leaving. Jlicient stow~
ape for extra gear esa be obtainsd by emptying a depth charse or hedgsivg
masarine. JU 1 not snticipated that our present sapply of depth r:'..'-..-;:,_ a8
and hedgehogs will be reculired In future sperations.

10, fter sotering KIIAUE the DE'e of this dvicion discovered
that they had psssed perilously close to a Japaness mine field. In opere~
Wions of Lhis sort all sldps should be sssured of having the absolute
muxicum of infermation concerning dengers te navigatiea.

dl. Wring the tranafor of avaciees froa ship to shin the aight
of 6 %ept, Lhe sea developed a cunsliderable swell, maiing the debarkaticn
into srall bYeats of men in a weakened condition an extremely ticklish busie
ness, and the handiing of stretcher cases even more tickiish. ln view of
the hasards iavelved it 1» balisved that APD's, with thelr [10Vr'e, Lastead
of "Wig weuld be better for this type of operetion, or that more and larger
beate should he furnisghed fros the carriers involived.
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