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UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET
THIRD I'LEET

INITIAL RELEASE OF PRISONERS OF WAR I JAPAN

In preparing for plans to liberate, care for and evacuaste prisoners
of war from Japan, ComTHIRDFleet decided to crganize a Task Group which was
designated as 30.6, ComTHIRDFleet retaining direct control of this mission
through Commander Task Group 30.6 rather than have the function one under
CTF 31 ag were other adiwinistrative measures for the occupation and control
of the Tolkyo Bay Area. Comuodore Roger W. Simpson, U. 3, Navy, was assigned
ag Commander Task Group 30.6 and Commander Harold E. Stassen, U. S. N. R., was
appointed Chief of Staff to Commodore Simpson as a temporary additional duty.
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Commander, Task Force 31, provided in his operatidnal plan (edical
Section) for the cars and evacustion of Repatriates, assigning Commodora Joel
T. Boone, (L), U. 5. Navy, Fleet iedical Officer, THIRD Fleet, who had been
issued temporary additlenal duty on the staff of CTIF 31, as Task Force Medical
Officer, as Repatriation Officer as a further additional duty.

Upon the arrival of CTF 31 in the SAN DIACGO accompanying the mine
sweepers into Tokyo Bay on August 28th, as ComTHIRDFlest's representabive to
arrange for the Naval oceupation of Tokyo Bay and for the surrender of the
Tokosula Naval Base, the Japsnese representatives boarded the SaN DIRGO to
confer with CTF 31 for the surrender of Yokosuka Naval Base. The same Jap
anese representatives on the preceding day hed boarded the U. 5. 8, MISSOURI
to confer with ComTHIRDFlest and had been directod to return for conference
with ComTHIRDFleet's represcentative, who in the second instance was CTF 31,
upon the arrival of the latter in Tokyo Bay. Accompanying the Japancse rep-
resentabives on the second visit to the Fleet was Doctor Marcel Junod, the §/24
represontative of the International Red Cross in Japan. Doctor Junod had /
been sent from Geneva by plane to Tokyo in behalf of the International Red
Cross in prisoners of war, having errived in Tokyo on 9 August 1945, the day -

Russia declared war on Japan.
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After introductory reports by Doctor Juned to Admiral Badger, ho
turned Doctor Junod over to Commodore Beone for questioning, while CTF 31
procceded with tho conference with the Japanese ropresentatives, among whom
vag a Captain of the Medical Corps of the Japenose Imperial Navy, Captain
Yoshi Kumurs. Doctor Junod repertod at length on the losation of Japanese
prison camps for Allied prisoners in the Tokyo Bay Area end of the conditions
of the priscners. He turned over a number of maps, charts and prison lists,
including & list of seriously 11l prisoners togethor with theilr diagnosis,
who were hospitalized in Shinagawa. Due to the fect that Doctor Junod was a
rathor recent arrival in Tokyo, he did not feel competent to repert on the I
location of prison camps outside the Tokyo Bay Area. He stated that other fsﬁ;f
meubers of the International Red Cross who had lived in Tokyo e long period ,,'/
could furnish additional information, At first he was requested by Ad Lral.+"
Badger through Comnodore Bocne to ramain aboard the SAN D10 ovornight™For
further questioning, conforencos and as an advisor, Toward evening™he roe
quested that he be pormitied to accompany the Japanase reprosuntatives buck
to Yokosuka so that he could return to Tokyo and obtain vibtal infornation
on prisoners of war from nis associatos, He felt that it would be wise to
bring other members of tho International Red'Cross out to the San Diego tho
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Tollowing day. He did not hove confidence in the Jdaprnose to corry his

message back to Tokye for him and felt that he should go himsclf on this

ilssion., Adairal BHadger, whon the mattor was explained to him, authorized .

Dr, Junod to roturn to Tokyo with the understanding that he would come aboard 8@%

tho SaN DINGO by noon the next day, which he did with threc members of the ‘ /éqm,
SWiss Logation who hoad lived in Tokyc over a long period of time and who

wore serving tho International Red Crosse. These gentlemen wers foamiliar

with the locatlon of prisoncr of war comps throughout Japan,

4 despateh was sent by CTF 31 to ComTHIRDFloet which wns prepered
for him by Conmodory Beone on the cvunlng of Auguut 28, This despatch Eave
a sumabion of tho conferencs with Dr. Junod ond requested that o hospital
vhlp be sent into Tokyo Bay in advence of THIRD Flect for use 1n thc care of
prisoncrs of war. As a resull of this despatch, ComTHIRDFlcet decided to
rodify his schedule for enbtrance with the flagship into Tokyo Bay from Sogrmi
i, Ho ¢ TTlVGd uurly the morning of August 29. 4dmiral Bodger, with Ais

lng Lidutenant, and Commodore Boone departod from the SAN DIEGO at 0940 for
& donferencs on the MISSOURI. At this conference betweon Admiral Halscy,
Adwiral Badger, Admiral Carney, Commodere Boone end Commonder Stassen, it

was decided that, even though the Naval landings were not te take place
< ufitil August 30, the liboration of prisoners of war should proceed forthwith
and that Comsodore Simpson in the SAY JUAN be ordered ¥o enter Tokyo Bay
iiinediately to execute previous directives for the formation and operation
of CTG 30.6, Adiiral Carncy proposed that Commodore Boone accompany Cofi-
modore Simpson and Commander Stassen in the reloase of prisoners of war in
tho Tekyo Bay Arca adjacent to the shora. “Admiral Badger opposed Commodore
Boone's going, stating that he nesded him to stay with him os his medical
officor. At the reglest of Commodore Boono, he was ﬂutborlzod by CorTHIRD-
Flcct to accompany the initial volief party.

Admiral Badger with his Alde and Commodore Boone departed from tho
WISSOURI end returned to the SAN DIEGC. Commander Stassen was to follow in
another boat. Commodorc Boone felt ho should return inmodiately to the SiN
DIZGO teo ko on hand when Dogtor Junod returned. As por arvangements, Dr,
Junod came aboard the SAN DIZ6O accompanied by thrge uembers of the Sviedish
Luyctlon who hnd beon working with the InternatiorfRed Cross. Adodiral Bed-
gor, being occupied in cenference with thwe Joponesst delegation, again di-
rcctcd Conwiodore Boone to confer vith Dr. Junod and his associateS., During
the conforence Commander Stassen and later Comodore Simpson cnme sboerd to
Jein in on the conferonce on the rcelease of prisoners of wrr. Shortly after
the conference Commodore Simpson, Comnodore Boone, Comaander Stassen and
Doctor Junod deperted from the SiN DINGO and went abonrd the SsN JUAN, pro-
ceeding froi the SiaN JUAN anchorage toward Yokohama and Tokyo at a point
approxisately opposite the shore where the Omori prison comp wos located
scutheast of Tokyo, The SAN JUAN drepped anchor and the first relief party
eparted in an QVP to locats the Omord prison camp. Prior to lesaving the
LN JUAN, the BIENEVOLENCE was seen standing up the Bay. Commodore Simpson
assigned an of ficor te board her when she approached the Sall JUAN., Commodore
,Doonc sent a note to the Senior Fedical Officer of the BENEVOLINCE, antwln
¥, L. HeDaniel, (MC), U. S. Navy, to be propared to scrsen and care for prizon-
ors of “mr bub te only hospitalize ill prisoners of wrr taking steps after
ihitial care of them to be prepored to transfer the able bodied prisoners of
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war to another type ship., Commodors Boene had had nede tags for all Ropab-
riates with four distinctivé ¢olor markings for the purooug oi classifica~
tion., A supply of these tegs was sent to the BENEVOLENCE. Later o supply
of them was gilven tho RESCUE,

~ize In the first LOVP leaving the San Juan was Commodre Simpson, Con-
rodore Boone, Compender Stassen, Chaplain Robinson of the MISSOURI, who Was
acting as an interpreter, and Doctor Junod, The two other Red Cross rep-
resentatives went in a uqcond and third LCVP. The third Bed Cross reprosent-
ative had been sont by Dr. Junod from the SAN DIEGO to Yokosuka Navel Basc
to plck up the Japhnbsg loaned automobile and to procceed overland te Osori

camp in it.

¥While aboard the SiN JUAN Cemmodore Simpson, in organizing his
relicf party, stated that he would have 2ll nmedical officers and hospltal
corpsmen report to Commodore Boene when they arrived on the beach for such
use and distribution as the latter would scee fit.

Tho three LCVP!s doparted from the SiN JUal ot approximately 1500 P
and procecded toward the beadh bulng gudded by plancs aCross the Bay ahd
through & channel until a dock was in sight. Vhile entering the chonriol o
large nuiber of weving o nd very sxcited prisoners of wnr, unclad or partinl-
ly clad, werc scen to be stnanding on the dock, They soon started running out
on the plling ~nd the striping helding the piling. As tho first LOVP arrived,
many prisoners jumped intce the water and swom btoward the bost., Fearing thet
they would bo injurcd by the onceming boats they were urged to return to the
pilings and the dock. The lead boal with Commodore Silmpson, Comnodore Boone
and Commender Stesson was guldcd to a sower plpe—llnc vhich was supported by
pilings afd” extendmd cul Into tHE EHaninel., The occupents in the boat clamb-
orsd onto the sewer line and with diffieculty made their wey to the besch.

The excitemont of the prisoncrs wes a nover-forgetteblo sight, 4s has been
sald, mony of them were uncled, sone ¢lad morely with a G-string, others
with trunks, while some othors were dregsed in n0n~d0ch1leVb apparcl. They
carried home-made inprovised naticnal flegs of the United States wnd Great
ritain, Coanodore Boone prcceded the group clong the pipe-line and was
'shoro ilrs% ObVlousz it geve him the distinction of being the first Aner-
i€an sashore in thHo onvirons of Tokyo. This fact was an after-—thought becouse
the scenc was one of such intense orobion that no one could be mindful of
distinctive conduct at the moment. Bveryone was motivated by an impulsc
get oshore and lend every offcrt in the relief of the starved and suffcrlng
sllied prisoncrs of war.  prisoncr, who was later identified as Commander
Meher, and a Major of the frny ledical Corps, informed CommodoreBoone that
the Japuncso guards werc stending on the beach with fixed bayonets insisting
thot we enter the prison through the main gates. Commodore Beone after cell-
ing ‘this to the attontion of Comuodere Simpson and Commondor Stasson and bhe
others, followed the guldss around the weter front and entered the Prison i
comp by the mnin gate. Commodore 8Simpson, Commodore Boone, Commander Shtassen
snd Dr. Junod wore takon to the office of the Joponese Colonel comaanding the
Caunpe At the galewsy was found the Swedish Red Cross Ropresentative who had
driven from Yokosuke to Cmori, He stated that the Japrnese would not permit
hiri to enter the camp and that he had been Wﬂltlné for sone hours for the

[ e

-3 -



rolief parbty. One of the Jepanese officers present wes able to oct as inter-
proter. Some of the priscners who knew cnough Japancse were able to toll
whothor or not this officer was interpreting accurately, Conmmodore Simpson
told the little Japanesc Colonel that we had come to liberaté the prisoners.
THE Japencse Colonél said he had not been instructed by his War Departnent to
relesse them., There was considerablo conversation on the subject which vas
finally brought to an end by both Commedore Simpson and Gommodore Boone ox~
pressing themselves cophatically thit’ they ropresented idimiral Halsey fron
whon they had orders to liberate the prisoners and that the prisoners were to
be freed immediately, The Commanding Officer of the comp protested but he
was pushed aside and the rescuc party went into the canp to investigate the
situation, notifying the prisoners that they were liberated and directed them
to stop bowing to Jap officers,

Ono of the first bulldings ontered was whol was called the dispens-
ary for the camp. 4 number of sick prisoners, who worc clnneiated and 11l
"looking, wore lying on wooden platforms without eny bedding whatsoever, i
rooir at the end of tho building had served as a dressing roow and hod a nusbor
of drugs and dressings on tablos and shelvos., Otherwise it gave no evidencc
of being a dispensary as the nerlcans know it, Commander Borry, (MC), U. 8,
Navy, who had cowo from the Sul JUAN in ono of the Gthior boets, was directed
by Conwiodors Boone te asscmble all 11l prisoners into this building and get
thdi ready for imuodiato ovacuation, Comnodore Boone reconrended to Colie
modore Simpson that the sick be cevacuatcd Tirst and Comdodére Simpson so
oidored that that should be the procedurc, Couiodore Sinmpsen, Commodore
Boone and Corsiander Stassen circulated among the prisoncrs of the camp and
ifito the verious buildings tc appraise the-situation and to inform the prison-
ers that they were froe. The scene was one of wild cxultation, It was found
that they had recently received food which was dropped from carrier -borne
planes and B-29's ond thet the past day they had received clothing,

With the situation in Qmori camp quickly organized, Commodore Boone,
fooling a keen concorn for the prisoncrs who were confined in the Shinagawa,
prison hospital, of which he had been proviously informed by Doctor Junod,
informed Counodore Simpson that he was going to try to locate the Shinagawa
hospital, He commandecred a Japenesc car with a Japanose chauffeur, Com-
rnander Stassen started to accompany ComnedereBoono and then decided that he
should remain ot the Omori camp to assist in the evacuation of the prisonors
therein., Commodorce Boone took two Japanese cfficqrs as guldes, at leapt one
of whom could speak some Znglish and could act as interpreter, He also tock
Doctor Junod and a hospital corpsman, Pharmacist's Mate l/c Wagoner, .fter a
threc or four mile drive through the outskirts of Tokyo, the car camc to a
borbed bridge which, Comnedore Boone wes informed, epproached the Shinagawa
hospital., He was told by the Jap, who was acting as interpreter, that tho
aubonobileo could not go over the bridge and also that the car was out of gas.
Cormodore Boone suspected that the latter statomont was a lic. Both Japanese
‘officors werae arved with Samari swords and pistols. No cne else in the party
was able to understand Japanese and it locked as though trcachery was to be
practiced on the party by the Japaneso. CTF 31 in his operational plans had
ordered all porsorncl, ineluding medical, going ashore with the landing partics
to go armed for sglf-protoction. Before leaving the 5. DIEGO, Caunodore
Boone had asked pormission that ho might go wnarmed. Commodore Boone wished
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to deterrdne whether or not it could bo done safoly even ot this tiue in Japan.
\hen Japonese treachery was ilmminont, Commodeore Boone realized that neither be
nor his hospital corpsman was armed and that the only people in the group thot
wore armed werce the Japancse officors. For & fow monents Counodore Boone
thought he rdght well have erroed in not having gone arncd end he felt hingelf
to be in a tough spot for he know that the sight of weapons to the Jzpancse
meant suthority. He also felt that if he had aras he could have made hinself
understood nore readily when giving commands. He felt handicapped without
them for o fow momentsy howevor, he was subscquently gretified thet he wes oble
to acconplish his mission unarmed. He felt that his appoarsnce without side
arns had disconcerted the Japanese officers and the Japanese guards in the
caups who were all armed, Comnmodore Boone foreibly mede himself understood
that the ~ar was to wait at the road intersection., He ordered the Jopanese
officors .o rccampany hin with the others. The party went down o side road
~nd crossced the bombed bridge on some rough plonking. Upon locating the
Shinngawe, hospital, arced gusrds with fixed bayonets did not wish the party
to enter the hospital grounds. Commodore Bocne, leading the group, pushed
the gunrds aside ond procceded inte the compound. Ho saw in open doors and
windows of the bulldings fmerican ~nd Allied prisoners of war, When he woved
to ther there was ne respense. It was later learned that the prisoncrs did
not lcnow that help was so near at hand for thom., When they recognized Com-
tiodore Boono ns an Aserican cofficer, thoir excitement know no bounds. Those
that were able to, ran cubt of docrs and juapoed through windows, running to-
werd him, hugging him, yelling and literally kissing him ond folling at his
fect in their exeitement. He told them that s rescuc party wns sshore to
rolesse then and that they should prepere to leave immecintely.

The Japenese officer guide, who was acting as interpreter, went to
bring the Cormanding Officer. . Doctor Getleib, who was a Noval Medicenld
Officer prisoncr and whe had been captured ot Guam four years before, hung
on to Commodore Boone's aria for o long period walking about the compound be-
fore he realizced what he was doing. When he did he apologized profusely and
said he was nobt awarce that he was being sco familiar vith a senlor officer but
thet he had not secn an imerican officer for four years and that he could not
let this officer get cut of his sight. To him, he said, it seemed like a
dreatl that he was again with an smerican, By this time the Japanese Commanding
Officer of the camp came up to Commodore Boone and the others in his group,
and with many bows and o manncr cof much friendliness, invited him to his officc.
The prisoners sald ho had treated them very cruclly up until a few days ago.
After cessation of hostilities he had for tho first tine offered then mats to
sleep on and food, other than rice and grass, which had been their diet for a
long poriod. ihile Commodore Beone did not desire to recoghize any gesturos
of friendliness on the part of the Japanese, he was not sure that treachery
right not be practiced so he accompanied the Japanese Conmanding Officer to
his guarters, which wore in one of the hospital buildings, Comncdore Beonoe
rcfused to sit down and partske of tea with him., He told the Japanese of ficor
of his migsion and that whether he had heard from his War Department or not
he, Commodore Boona, had orders from idumirsl Halscy, Commsnder of the jmerican
Floct, to irmuediately release all the prisoners and as soon as he (Commodoro
Boone) could got boats he would transfer them to a ship in the harbor,
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This institution (Shinagawa) should not under any circumstances heve
boen designated as a hospital. It had no semblence of a hospital whatsosver,
It was a series of unpainted buildings with dirt floors, stinking sickingly of
feces and othor human discharges. 4As a nmatter of fact the stonch of exercte
znd decaying human tissue was almest overpowering. Paticnts wore lying on
platforims moade of 12" boards supported by 2xi4's which ran nround the three sides
of each compartment, Many of the sick prisoncrs were lying on barc boards but
sorie on thin pleces of wmatting. There were no pillows or other headrosts. As
fany as could possibly lie close together were assigned to cach compartrent.
The only light came from a smell window in cach compartment. These compart-
nents lead off from a long passageway which, as was said, was without flooring.
at intervals werc placed in this passagoway, open comriodes containing much
offensive liquid feces. Flies and fleas wero everywhore., Many of the paticnts
wure suffering from tuberculosis and coughing and expecterating freely. The
paticnts that could nct get cut of bed had to defecate right on the boards on
which they were sleceping., There was one officer prisoner (Major Walker, USi)
nere desperately ill than all the others. He could scarcely roisc his hond
and was being cared for by a captured Naval hospital corpsmen., Many of the
paticnts were attempting to put on séme elothing which had boen reccived that
day from airplane drops, Commodore Boone was ssked to direct that no nore
boxes be dropped dirsctly over the bulldings as some cascs had fallen directly
through the buildings and had injured several of tho prisoncrs, The food drop-
ped in recent days had provoed te be a Godsend to the prisoners,

Commodore Boone, loaving Dr. Junod behind, took Doctor Gotleib and
started back with his two Jap officer guldes to return to Onori camp to obtain
boats and to muide Commedore Simpson and othor members of the original relicf
party. After Commedore Boene had left the Shinagawa hospital; had crossed the
borbed bridge and located his sutomobile, Commander Stassen and Commander Slonim
errived in two trucks at the rond intoersection whore Cerrodore Boone had 1left
his commandesred sutomobile, Commedore Boonc had Doctor Gotloidb ask tho chauf-
feur if he had cnough gas to get back to Omordi camp and, es Commodore Boone
suspected, the Japonese officer guldos had been lying and it was ascertained
that the chauffour had plonty of gas. The group returncd to the Shinagaws.
hospital cemp with Commander Stassen to show him the hospital and so that Com-
randor Stassen could, as he had exproessed a wish to do, get the lay of the land
in order to guide relicf boats to some point of landing. Commander Stasson
surveyed the area and agreed with Commodore Beone thet the dock the latter had
found in his earlicr survey would be very suitable from which to load patients,
Comnander Stassen asked the prisoners, as darkness weg approaching, te build »
benfire ot the end of the land so that boats could find their way to the inlet
frou Tokyo Bay. Coammodore Buone, Commander Stasson and Commander Slonim then
went to their automobiles and trucks at the road intersection and went back to
the Omori camp wherv a report was made to Commedore Simpson who had already
sent boat loads of prisoners from the Omori camp to the hospital ship BENEVOLENC:.
lying about five miles off shere, The relicf parties werc reformed and Cor-
modore Boone, Commander Stasscn and others started dowm the inlet passage in
an LOVP gulding the other boats. The tide was on the cbb and at varions points
it eppeared that the LCVP's might not be able te get through tho ebbing atrean,
Corriodere Simpson followed the other boats for o time, and then, ~s the bonts
entered into the Bay propor, he headed for the SiAN JUAN in order to obtain more
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bosts and to guide them into the inlets leading to Omori and Shinagawa, Com-
@odore Boone and Commarnder Stassen with difficulty located the inlet to Shin-
agawa, which was about five miles from the Omori channel., Had it not been for
the bonfire at the end of the land, sighting the inlet and getting the boats
into it might well have been impcsgible before daybreak, The prisoners kept
the bonfire going all night. The distance from the hospital to the docl where
the patients were to ve loaded was about one~half of a mile., Stretchers and
litters ot hand were not adequate to transport the numerous non-albulatory
patients so doors were used for stretchers in some instances, as well as wheel-
barrows and other improvised carts. about one-half of the patients were dressed
in the relief clothing which had been dropped to them. Commander Stasgen accan-
panied the first boat load from Shinagawa back to the hospital ship. There werc
long intervals between boat arrivals so the evacuation was not completed until
0500 in the morning of Auglst 30. At the same tinme evacuabions were continuing
from the Omori camp.

ibout midnight, while a number of patients were assembled and lying
around the dock in the darkness, Commodore Boone looked up to sec geveral Jap~
snese guards, with fixed bayonets, talking rather wildly, Commodore Boone felb
that treachery might be practiced on the group of prisoners, hospital corpsmen
ond the officers present. Commedore Boone, whilc keoping the guards attention,
sent back to the hospital for Doctor Cotloid who could interpret for him, VWhon
Dr. Gotleib told Commodore Boone that the guards worc trying to tell him that
they wished to lend their services to act as guards for him and tho others, it
wag a relief indeed, They were posted along the path being used from the hos-
pital to the dock to facilitate a route of evacuation as it was inky dark and
the relief party had only a few flashlights on hand. 4is norning came on, the
Japancse guards becans even more friendly, layed down their rifles and assisted
in carrying the patients to the dock.

Commodare Simpson during the night brought in wmore LOVP's to the Shin-
agawa dock, Commodore Boone escorted him to the hospital grounds to show nim
around, later leaving with a boat load of the most desperately i1l patients to
guide them to the hospital ship., Commedore Simpson renmained at Shinagawa bto
take charge of the loading of the paticnts and other evacuation measures. Be-
cause it was so dark and tho water was full of pilings, fish weirs, and float-
ing debris, the ICVP's had great difficulty roaching the hospitsl ship BENIV-
OLENCE vhich was lying six miles away, It roquired about an hour and forty
minutes to reach the BENAVOLENCE. Upen arriving in the anchorage arca of the
BEHEVOLENCE, Conmodore Boone went by the SAN JUAN telling then that there was
nced for more LCVP's to bring out patients. Upon approaching the BENEVOLENCE
he hailed Commander Stassen who was departing from the hospital ship in an
ICVP and informed him that no boats werc available at Shinagawa. GCommander.
Stessen proceeded on to that point, He and Commodore Simpson completed the
evacuation of Omori and Shinagawa and brought the last prisoncrs to the BENEV-
OLZNCE at 0500 on iugust 30,

Arrangements had been made by the returning group to get word to the
Red Cross representatives to bring in more priseners from ncarby camps to Omori.
This wes accomplished and the next day further cvacuations from Omori took place
Cotmodore Simpson and Commander Stagsen divided relisef parties into two groups
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and went to othor camps in the Tokyc Bay srea with boats and trucks and by
evening -of the 30th approximately 1500 priscners of war had beeh screencd
through the BENEVOLENCE.

Llongside the BENEVOLENCE was placed one APD at a time to load the
able-bodied prisoners after they had been screcned and initially cared for on
the hospital ship. As ons APD was filled up to capacity anothor APD took its
place alongside the BENEVCLENCE.

Aboard the BENEVOLINCE from the t{ime the first rclsased prisoners
were received throughout the 29-30th and to the evening of the 30th, screening
and caring for prisoners continued unintorruptedly. When received aboard thc
prisconers were tagged and information gathered from them by & clerical group.
They were then taken tc a ward where they were stripped of all their clothing,
which was disposed of as it was impregnated with lice and fleas; given shoviors
and then issued slippers, pajamas and bathrobes. In the nude, a physical exam-
ination was conducted by the medical officors of the DENDVOLENCE to determinc
which were the sick and which werc to be hospitalized. The able-bodied worc
temporarily assigned to wards and all hands were fed, The able-bodied werc
issucd, irrespesctive of rank, rate or nationality, a new whitc hat, new @Eﬁpuuw&ﬂjf
areed, new shoes, socks and underwear.

It was estimated by Commodore Boone and the mcdical staff of the
BENTVOLIRCE that all the prisoners of the original group were sufferocrs fron
malnutrition and that 85% of them were seriously affected with nalnutrition.
There were many cases of beri-beri and tuberculosis. There were a fow cases
diagnosed as diptheria which later by throat culbures could not be proved as
such, There was pellagra.infected wounds and some fractures. All wore to a
fair degrec, cmotionally disturbed and had a marked exprossion of fright. .ill

- showed evidence of intense sufforing. The absence of psychesis anmong the
prisoners was striking, Major Welker was sc desparately ill that restoration
measures, including an oxygen tent, led to be used. The day alfter the rescue
he died with heart complications of beri-beri.

Aafter Commodore Simpson and Commander Stassen had left the BENEV-
QLZNCE with the two relief parties for Tokyo on August 30, Commodore Boone
returned to the $iN DIEGO to resume his temporary additional duty assignment
as the Task Force Medical Officer with CIF 31. Ho folt his presence was
required in the initial Naval landings at Yokosuka Naval Base which were
scheduled to take place on fugust 30. A destroyer transported him from the
BAKEVOLENCE to the S.iN DIRGO which was anchored about two miles off the Yoio-
stika Naval Basé. Upon reporting aboard to idmiral Badger, he found /fdmiral
Carney'was on the SN DIEGO to accompany thut flagship to its beorth ot the
YdRosuka Naval Base. Comnodore Boone made a verbal report of the liberation
of thé prisoners to both idmiral Badger and /dmiral Carncy and the latter
dirccted Conmcdore Boone to give an interview to the assembled group of cor-
Po:pondents who wera then aboard the SiN DIEGO and to give all the details
of uondltlons In the camps and of the general state of health of the priscners
rescued, The redio announcer, Nelson Page, requested that Commodore Boone be
permltted to give a broadcast to the Unitod States sometime during the day,
This Adniral Carney authorlzed and a broadce st wag made at 2050 from the IOW..
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Upon arrival of the SAM DIEGO at the dock ab Tokosuka Naval Base,
Admiral Badger and Adimdral Carney went ashore accoupanied by sone members of
ConTHIEDFleet and CTF 31 staffs, A delegation of Japanese officials were on the
docks. Admiral Carney, representing Admiral Halsey, received the swrrender
docuwrnent from the Japanese Adidral, comuanding the Yokosuka Naval dase, The
of ficial party then went to the Aduinistration Building on the Base to establisb
Headaquarters. Admiral Halsey's flag had been raised over the adudnistration
Building by General Clement, U.S.M.C., prior to the arrival of the official
party. After Admiral Carney had selectad the office space for ComTHILDFleet
on the second floor of the Administration Building, he returned to the MISSCURL
taking Commodore Boone with him., After luncheon on the WISSOURL, Comnodore
Boone returned to the liaval Base to supervise the medical activities for CTF 31.
A survey was made of the Base and Commodore Boone conferred with Commander
Giliore, (HC), Senior Medical Officer of the IOWA, “ho had been proeviously
assigned tamporary additional duty as the Medical Officer for the Commandor,
Shore Activities at Yoltosuka. After conferring with Adudral Badper, Comnodore
Boone departed from the SAN DIEGO to estimate the nrogress of the evacuation
and of the care of the sick ex-prisoners. Admiral Carnecy had enunciated the
fact that the prisoner of war work should take precedence over other activities
and only bo regarded as a seccongary factor to sceurity.

Nek#gn Fage, the radio snnouncer, accompanicd Cormedore Boone to the
ZHEVOLENCE on an APD (Gosselin). They found Commodore Simpson and Coimander
Stessen having late dinner on' the BENAVOLINCE wiith the Commanding Officcer,
Captain Laws, of tho BANEVQ 4ﬁgﬁ° After conforring with thon, Comnodore Boons

and Cormander Stassen and WOETEHH Paize departed on the GOSbOlln for the anchor-
age in the vicinity of the MISSQURI and the IOWA.

mmender, Stassen, upon arrival, went to the MISSOURI and Corwiodore
Boonc and 1 i Page went aboard the IOWA for the scheduled broadcast after
which Gomumodore Boone left in a amall boat from the IOWA for the SAN DINGO at
Yokosuka dock. The Officer of the Deck of the IOWA risdirected the coxswaln
unbeknown to Commodore Boone, sending him to an anchorage whers the SAN DITGO
had been anchored prior to its going alongside the ¥Yokosulie dock., The Bay
was rough and there was a sborn raging. After treveling oround in the Bay for
gseveral hours ond stopping to got bearings from different ships, the boat in
vihieh Commodore Boone was traveling was hailed from the deck of an APA with
the amouncement that all swall boats had been stopped duc to the unknown
location of a floating mine betwsen the ships in that area and the Yokosuka
docks which were about 5C00 yards in shore. Conmodore Boone renained in the
open boat for awhile alongside the APA and then climbed aboard that vessel for
a couple of hours awaiting daybreak. at 0530 Commodore Boone proceeded toward
the Yokosuka Neval Base and; directly in the path of the course the boat was
taking (which was the same course it was on when it was hailed during the night)
wes the floating mine, Comnodore Boore arrived aboard the SAM DIEGO at 0550.
The next day he continued with his work as Task Force kedical Officer for CTF
31, visiting the variocus arcas of the Naval Base and Naval iir Station. Prior
to his departure, four samples of tap water were teken frow the Base and
delivercd to the hospitzl ship, BENEBVOLINCH, for analysis. He conforred that
worning with Commander (ilitore,(MC), and outlinod the activities to be under-
taken by the medical section of CTF 31. Prior to his departure from the SiN

K
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DIZGO he conferred with Adidral Bedger while he was having lunch with General
Tichelberger, Commander EIGHD Army, the latterts Chiel of Staff and Geunoral
Clement, Commodore Boone urged on Admiral Badger and General Tichelbergor that
no fresh water be consumed ashore until it hed been bacteriologically proven :s
potable and that in the meantime all water be acquirod from ships., Ho also
suggested that DDT spraying by planes over the Yokosuka area be undertaken with-
ocut further delay. General Zichelberger saild he would have it done and would
include his own guarters at the same time., Admiral Badger wished Commodors
Boone te stay for lunch on the SAN DIEGC with him and General iichelberger but
Commodore Boone sald that he wished to go to the MISSOURI to give attention to
some Flest Medical matters.

During the aftoernoon a despatch was received from the BENDVOLENCE ro—
questing that Commedore Boone attend a conference at 1500 at the Grand Hotel
with the Chief Surgeon of the TIGHTH Army. Transportation was not readily
available and it was impossible for him to arrive at the designated hour. Com-
THIRDFleet informed General Rice by despatch that Commodore Boone was procecd-
ing and that he would arrive at the sarliest hour possible. Commodore Boone
was subsequently sont by a destroyer which did not reach the Yokosuka dock un-
til 1700. Upon landing he went to the Grand Hotel and had a conference with
Geoneral Rice, who reviewed the results of the conferonce held carlicer by him
with Commender Stassen and Captuin McDaniel of the PINEVOLINCE. Commodore
Doong then went to the U. 5. 3, TETON and borrowed s boat to go to the BiNIV-
OLLNCE, The TITON mlsdlrected Lhe coxswaln of the boat and sent it directly
of f Yokohama Harbor about five miles teo the TJIITJALENGKA rether than to the
BENGVOLENCE vhich had moved that afternoon, together with the KiISCUL and SAN
JUAN, to another anchorage nearer Tokyo. Commodors Boone went aboardthe TJIT-
JALFNGKA to ascertailn the location of the BIHNZVOLINCIE but the TJITJALINGKa did
not know the whersabouts of that vessel. The DUKE OF YORK was signalled but
was unable to give any infermation on either the locetion of the BEWIVOLENCC
or LG3CUS, ‘then the storm and low visibility cleared for a short time, Com-
nodore Boone and the signalman on the TJITJALINGKA picked up the BENIVOLENGCSA
and RESCUS which werse lying about five miles away inshoreto Tokyoe. The bear-
ing wes given at 036, Although departure was made from the TJITJALINGK: st
1300, the BENIVOLINCI, dus to heavy mist and darkness, was not reached until
2030. Visibility changed from time to time as the boat proceeded from the
TIITJALZNGEA to the BENAVOLINCE; however, by maintaining course at 036, event-
ually contact was made with her. After reporting on board the BINIVOLINCT,
Cormodore Boone went abeard the SiN JUAN to confer with Commodore Simpson and
Commander Stassen., Commedore Simpsen wag not aboard the SiN JUAN and so after
conferring with Cormander Stassen, Commodore Boone returhed to the BINAVOLIHG.D;
hed dinner with Captain Laws, conferring with Captein licDaniel at the s:uae
time and leaving the samples of water for analysis whjch had been taken froo
the Yokosuka Naval Base. Arrangements were made while aboard the SAN JUAN
that Commander Stassen would pick up Commodore Boone at the BENZVOLENCE whon
he was ready to leave for the general vicinity of the anchorage of the MISSOURI,
Transfer was by an APD (Gosselin), reaching the Missouri at 0245 of the 31st,

Tarly the morning of September 1st, Camodora Boone went ashore to
carry on his dutles as Task Force Medical Officer for CTF 31, He accompanicd
Adiral Badger from the Sall DIAGO, after the lattor's breakfast, to Adwiral
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Badger's Headquartors at Yokesuka Waval Base, conferred with him and Comnnnder
Gilmore. He locked over several installations and tended to obher matters in
connection vath the Shore jfctivities, 4s admiral Badger was moving from the
JaN DIRGO and space was very limited on the OAKL ND, which had been desipgneted
as the new flagship for CTF 31, Commcdore Boone arranged with Admiral Dadger
that ho (Commedore Boone)} would henceforth live on the MISS0URT which would
facilitate his work as Flect Medical Officer. He explained to Admirel Badger
that he felt very shortly that Commander Gilmore would be able to bake ovor
from him on the medical work for GTF 31, Doctor Gilmore had been kept informed
on all plans and procedurcs of the Task Force hedieal Officer for just such a
transfer of responsibility after the occupation of Yokosuka Naval Base had
beon established in order to free Commodore Boone for his primary duties as
Flect Medical Officer, /dmiral Badger recognized that space would be very
lirmdtod on the OLKIJND. It eventuated that idmirsl Badger nioved onto the
PIEDHONT rather than to the OAKL\ND. The afterncon of September lst, Commodore
Hoone returned to the MISSCUHI, Commodore Boone remained sboard the MISSOURT -
all day on the 2nd of Septamber 1945 to take part, as a member of ComTHIRD~  ©°
Fleet's Staff, in the surrender ceremeny. )
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