COUSENS DENIES
ANY FRIENDSHIPS
WITH JAPANESE

«+ HYDNEY, Mooday.

Durng his croas-examination to-
day Major Cousens denied at the
Central Police Court where he is be-
ing tried on a charge of Lreason,
that he hsd nccompanied a Japanese
to the Fifty-Fifiy Club in Bydney be-
fore the war or that he had ever
visited the home of the Japanese
Consul General at Point Piper.

He slso“denied vimiting the homes
of other Japanese in Bydney.

A ptir was caused in the court by
a woman who called out “In the
name of truth and justice I demand
that Mr. Fanning be called s & wit-
neas for Major Cousens,” she was
removed from the court by police.

Describing conditions at Bunka
prison camp Cousens sald that the
food was shocking. Bathing facili-
ties consisted of 3 wooden tub In
which the Japanese invariably bath-
ed and washed their clothes before
making the flthy water available to
the 23 Allled POW's. in the camp.
Bometimes they bathed once a week
and mometimes once a month, de-
pending on the fusl supply.

An American officer, named Kaib-
fieish, who was engaged in broad
casting and writing, had been taken
away by the Kempel men because he
hed underlined some parts of his
script for special emphasis. Witnesa
believed that he had missed out the
word "No” while broadcaating. He
had been told by one of the comman-
dants, Uno, that Kalbfielsh had been
exccuted.

Cousens said that he collapsad in
June, 1844. After spending some
time in a prison hospital he returned
to Bunks but again collupsed. lle
then spent mbout 100 days in a elivi-
lian hospital beforr returning to
Bunka where he remained until after
the Japanese surrender,

About April, 1945, a Jap., named
Domoto, #aid it was obvious that
Japan had lost the war. He said thal
it was n very good thing because
the only way to make anything of
Japan in the future would be for the
Americans to come in and organise.

Cousens said he had often discus-
sed with Ince, Henshaw, McNaugh-
ton and Smith what they intended to
do to sabolage Jap propaganda.

A meeling was called about Febru.
ruary, 1M5, to consider steps io in-
creape the sabotage of Japaness
brondcasts. After the surrender in
August, 1845, Domoto puggrated
that Couscns, Iner ond Henshaw do
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that Cousena, Inee pnd Henshaw do
s final broadeast to wind up, but h+
{Cousens | refused, Henshow  and
another prisoner named Quille, had
told him that the Japanese Army
had planned lo exccute them after
the broadeast.

At the conclumion of Cous¢ns’ evi-
dence, Mr. Dovey referred to a re-
guest made earller by Mr Shand,
K.C. for the production of an order
from General MacArthur and Ad-
miral Nimitz, instruciing prisoners
to obey Japanese orders rather than
subhmil to torture.

Mr. Dovey said that inguiries had
teen made nnd he had been informed
that the Public Relations Officer whao
had been at General MacArthur's
headguarters from 1942 to 1945, had
no knowledge of the alleged order.

In svidence earlier Cousens sabd
that he had plended with a Major
[tsul to spare the lives of some Aus.
iralians at Tavoy who had saraped
but hod hien re-captured.

Mr, Dovey: 1 put it to yru thatl
the men whose fale you claimed to
have been debating with Major Tteul
somewhere about June 13, 1542, had
heen  executed in the prosence of
Brigadier varlry and the padre on
the moriing of June 8 before you

t Ly Tavoy
gu(_'!ﬂl..l.ﬂl!t!ﬁ: That ts absolute ruk-
blah.

:'hv hearing was adjourned until
Wednesday .

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article2695521




