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— =% MOWALE OF SANTO TUMAS

An honest report on the morale of. 3,2/9 Americen men, women.end
ohildren in Sento Tomas Intermnment Cemp requires going beyond & f
tual rehearsal of statistics and events, beyond medical disgnoset
physical appesrances, o deal with the things these people feel &
think after 72 months of imprisonment. In order to clarify the im
cations of this report, it will be well to keep in mind certain im
ent facts which have bearing on the elusive thing called "mor Eliii; R
These facts are as followss e

Cur isolation from the world at war and the world irmediately

around us is almost ebsolute, The only cmmmiﬁﬂfiqﬁ_bg
permitted is with other interrment cemps, end this is infr
Financially, we are dependent upon charity, uﬁunhqrrﬁwgﬂrp
and upon the "magnanimity! and "generosity" of the Japene
military euthorities,.who recently elevated to on Hgﬁﬁ I
day, per head, our allowance for basic needs, :lmfuaing
While men and women are permitted to associate in daytime

early evening, meritel relations are prohibited and

2
absolute segregation of living guarters, all 1!1
the sexes being expressly forbidden by the Japan 58,
Bince. the beginning of intermment in Januery of 1942, we hs
no officisl contact with our pgovermment, either direetly o
directly, through the Red Cross or through third party rep
entation; end with no official of ou¥ government among
- are thrown upon our own resources in desli
Our fubure, individually and collectively, is unc
ring end after the war, We have been deprived by
of our homes, our meens of livelihood, and sll bu
personal possessions, such as we were tricked ir
Santo Tomas for a "registration period" of "two o
neerly two years ago. . P
These are the conditions which, outside the simp
our loss of freedom and crowded living conditions, prine:
the mental gtete of interned Americans, Since all other n
cerned, mainly British and Dutch, share the burdens and the
privileges of internment, it may be said there is little g
and much similarity in the condition of all i;;tgrnﬂﬂg_p;&
some lj,760. This report, however, deals specifically with the
commmity, which, as will be-made plain later, is placed
position as regards the politicel implications of internment
therefore, a slightly different wey of looking at thingss %

" .
&

Fhysical Aspects.- Tmagine a 50-scre Ia'lleﬂ,-r_g;;gi;"
by a massive, somber, three-shory building of concrete set
gtraight, heavy columns, vertical rows of blue-tinted windows,
ily corniced, falt roof, the whole surmounted by a tall tower.
ground floor windows are barred with iron, like a Jadils

The stone wells surrounding the compound are: approxims
feet high, Japanese sentries with puns end bayonets a.rﬁ,;}_‘_;ﬂ
the main gate, and internees are required to bow upon enter
perting, when poing out .on release or on official business,

he compound is gquartered with nest praded roeds bor
old ghade trees, the main building being located at the cent:
sing of these roads, It is flanked on either side by two moj
buildings of three stories, One is oceupied exclusively by
ees, the vther, a chapel and administrative building, by Catholi
priests of the Dominican order, who ere the nominal ovners of
Tomas University. The cempus contgins several other 'bu:ll
wooden structures, ineluding a roomy conerete and steel ' .,..._.-_.
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-‘_'?ru'a.. o« All of them are packed to near-capacity as living
. On three sides of the compound & commmity of 600 shacks had
Y _:_-'_'_-:'-:"‘.";:1., . Crowded -closely together and open to allweathers,
cks of nipa and 'hamhcm resemble a Fhilippine barric., Here

. 8 Qpna over charcoal stoves. Primitive coconut oil lamps

0sene pressure lemps furnish light, A limited number of "men
md to sleep in them, preferring exposure, monseon

: -~a wﬂn&s tu orowded building quarters where the of-

a,arannas.- An initial inprasainn nf the physical
58 .}aa night create envy of a sort, Haalthy—-lmking
ee 'l,?" uun-tamad. are seen practising football, baseball
the broad green lawnms.and plaey fields. Ul:uldren seem
al+thy, busy at gemes end attending school classes,
ing iﬂi’hﬂﬁamar. Men and women alike wear shorts, and
-H— the bakies being wooden slsbs with straps across
o 'anhm faman;r men wear no shirts, Beards are
rn, both to seve shaving and to satisfy a certain type of
' ]’Q:;.& reason for going bare sbove the waist is to preserve
ng, but to some it rapresan‘l:ﬂ a satisfying rebellion
Jﬁr}: .-'.- ¥ ;"ﬂ'“ﬂta]ll

rnll;y ‘have aaugh,t to preserve the amenities, They
5 cleaning and repairing what few olothes they heve,
are freely worn. Cosmetics are in great demend, and most
ir lips end faces rouged. Clothing of both men and women
"Eq?-ipd, faded with much washing, and well worn.

ting observer ‘might note the smiling, enimsted expres-
ﬁ-lﬂr@fﬂ-ﬂﬁl the cheery greetings passed unfailingly between
{'hﬁsﬂh Qf* activity attending performance of camp duties

0 i T T

3 1!115 ulilier canditions of sterm privation,
; d sight, however, en unnatural thinness would be merked
it among these people, and a glowness and lassitude in their
Many lauk drawn, tired and worried, Energy flags quickly.,
- est an average loss of weght per person for the whole
50 poundss This becomes shockingly evident in the
hower hﬁ‘hhu.r Some of Manila's portly bankers and prosperous
.would be diffiecult to recognize. Rotund abdomens have van-
‘*u:l.ﬂ.ar bones and ribs stick out., Two small drapes of flesh
mal resr contours., Such menifestations of improper nourish-
:. _._;I;aul‘,;r spoken about, for with too meny people impairment
g2aal 0 gﬂp'l:n is either an actusl embarrassment or s latent fear,
= tour of the main building on a rainy evening revesls this
: gloomy pile of concrete as the solar plexus of Santo Tomas--and
ode of the women, On the ground floor is the brightly-lighted
N :..., uff:l.ca, where an appointed committee of internees con-
: _ umm cemp affairs, In the lobby are two blocks of collap-
Eﬂhare, night aefter night, sit their ovmers, always in the
dloted positions, reading or chatting, while in the space between
dows a streem of oddly-assorted, oddly-dressed humenity, in and
.fml;in entrance, up and down a broad staircase leading to upper
where beds and cots are crowded side by side in college class-
'5'ﬂlﬂh:ﬁﬂﬂ. with its mosquite net. :The dimly-lipghted corridors and
: .ﬁ.a.- - lined with chairs, tables and cabinets, are crowded with

[ - W
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people doprived by weather of the cherished privilege of sitting umder
the stars until nine o'clock,

In the resr corridor are refreshment stends where licensed i.ntqm'&*
vendors dispense coffee, cakes and tidbits made from rice flour, sugar
and peanuts., Smells from the main ld tchen, closed for the night, 1 f' . e
with emsnations of rain-sosked clothing, Human odors from close slee
quarters, whiffs of dheap perfume and the acrid smoke of native eig 12
ettes, A steady hum of conversdtion is punctuated by the sharp n]}ﬁuk. 3 o
baliss on the conerete floors, and strains of recorded music flow from =
the camp's loudspesker system. Many women have dommed "dress-up" clothes
and put flowers in their hair, for this is the socidl hour, .Eb»'“ '
o'clock a bell rings and corridors are cleared for rall—dnll.
lights are out, ‘*" '

Malke the same tour at seven in the mOrning and. you find W

:l-a.-'\.

with its mask off. Bathrooms are crowded. Long lines of drooping
in boudoir attire await their turn in the hallways, with no rouge
lipstick, no artifice to hide the ravages of boredom and exha H,,— L0
Lines of men and women are beginning to form at the food co
with tin pails, buckets, pans and trays, waiting for the
rice-and-corn mush, -coffee-flavored hot water, and coconut milk,
dey has begun, just like yesterday, just like tomorrow.
General Welfare,~ For meny on the breakfast line it will be
only Mesal ol the day until five o'clock in the afjbarman,. m‘" :
up in the seme queues for -vegeteble hash with duck eggs, - '*J_‘. g
tea, and carry their food portions to long aa.‘bing ‘gheds hnﬁké;p air
building where rough benches ere provided. The menu varies slightl
ihvernad by the procursbility of food &t fentastic inflﬂ;-@’an
e outside markets, llest is occasionally obtainable m@}
or a poor grade of .beef, fit only for stews, Those who .
for other ressons need 1t most, are given lunch, usually n
Week in the week out, the camp diet runs about 1500 t}
deily minimum raqun.ramanbs. A najority have found some
ment it through the resourcefulness and loyalty of Fil
side, the camp or with borrowed money; but a single egg €O,
The financial gituation is peculiar, Amar:l.?an mﬁa i
no accounts in Americen or other "enemy national" banks sii
and access to local bank fiumds is limited in fraquanuy-u;ﬂi'
withdrewsel., But the country is flooded with Jepansse mili
which finds no safe investment outlet under conditions of
cu ation, Such is the confidence in ul‘t:ima.'ba ﬂ].iui'l hs
est investment prospect is considered to be that mc]
nftinn&l, perticularly the American, who will pay back afte
good Philippine pesos or American dollars, Bea muna;-,r hp.é
good end the 150,000,000 pesos of Philippine currency whi
culation before the war hes entirely di seppeared ﬁr ma.;r
lets at a premium, .y
loney, therefore, is easy to obtain for those who np;t,
credit, although, needless to say, this must be done clande
thrnu.gh subterfures., Hundreds of thousands of mili‘t‘-ﬁljr
Filipinos call "Hicka:,r lyuse" money, has entered the camp and
has gone out apain to hﬂlp those in even worse oircumstar ﬂ:;,
however, has depreciated to one-tenth of the buying power of &
peso., For less well-known internees money is not easy to a =1=‘_-
the resul‘t:-ing unegual distribution of means in the camp “-'-.‘I
tion which had a deleterious effect upon generel morale., Va -:--
Bries have been set up by the camp mensgement to help ﬁlih eedy,
either pride or cupidity prevent a fully aa’cisfmtﬁr;r n
Obtaining edequate clothing is an increasing rﬂblem. "The
country is theoretically on s ration basis of 100 nin‘bﬂ aye
trolled cloth prices, Interness are allowed enly gﬁ pain‘ha,
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sfficially contend internees don't need to wear coats and therefore
cloths Eighty points will procure for an dult male two pairs
a pa:":.r of gocksa and & spool of thread; for a woman, one dress,
ief and three yards of cotton or rayon material, Selection of
r material may vary within narrow limits.

1 “-‘hhahmmuﬂ strain of isolation, crowding and boredom, the
itted a schedule of work, educational and recre-
as been the soundest Btahllizln,r_l; influence of in-
s.utivity has had a share in this, and a vn.riat‘g.r of
nh:tq in nightly ﬂamarta. Dancing, however, is
en by military order.

al facilities are ample. Ghildrau attend school regularly, .

d scholdrship requirements are met, from landargartan through
and 'into college. Courses for adults are availeble in lang-
3 and the arts. Vocetional training has not been neglected.
nment camp is a small, compressed c:.t:,r within a city, having
‘*f‘l?:lﬂ'blﬂﬂﬂ to perform for its upkeep and welfare thaet
, The lebor of keeping it clean and operating it pr-:-parl:,r, as
ol gr**&harh was spent in setting it up and improving it,
m the internee body, EIvery Bhle person theoretically ."arka
j"ﬁdur‘u a day in the intﬂrasta nf the community,

mpintaiﬂad,, with internee directors and doctors
5. Army nurses. The main hospital is just outside the
onv: nt, reached through a special gate leading to a
losure. Its 100-bed capacity is often overtaxed end L50 -
8 treated in the clinic. There is also a children's hospi-
oglste _e'—’f* fin camp hnapita.ls heve been few, for instructions
-5 -i W dangerously sick petients to outside insti-

anmﬂm.' The Jepanese have furnished no medicines or
sbha Santo Tomas hospital., The daily allowance of one
ﬁ@pﬂ&ad to cover such axpanaas--with sulf’athiasnl
2000, Bﬂﬁh'-
atter. is har:nming hard to find for the more studious. A
ary ;m‘hainaﬂ, supplemented by several lending libraries of

i i@nnl:a. Periodical literature, long since cnst aside’ for

ld reading metter, is still in demond emong woemn for illus-
;ising matter, particulnrly of clothing, fine foods, gadgets
'""s, a.ll raprasant:.ng the luxuries of which they have

tione u:l:- Los Benos Intermment: Gamp, a three-hour Juurna;n,r by road
,A are similear, insofer as restrictions and generel conditions
ed, In Mey of 1943, some B00 men internees were loaded into
:'.' ""'_aspﬁrtad b railroad to temporary guarters in this new
‘conditions were so inade uate’ thet protests to the Japanese
g8 were elicited from both camps, resulting in postponement and
..--m'e-nu--': ot of the ammounced plan to concentrate 7,000 enemy aliens
anos, housed in unfurnished wooden barreacks without Yloors, light-
'Hl'ﬁ" toilet fecilities or sufficient water. Since May, the L,s
""hﬂ?ﬂ ‘been sufficiently improved thet 200 women are scheduled to
up this month or esrly in December +o join their husbands, and for
ih;lzma gince intermment, cohabitation hns been promised married
t Los Banos. The impatience of women in Ssnto Tomas to be allow=
! ‘bﬁ@.r husbands under these conditions had been the cause of a
management crisis, due to delays in transferring the 200,
“.‘i_a understood thet the morele of the 800 men st Los Bsnos is now
Gqual or superior to that in Santo Tomas, They are young or middle-aged
men, chogen initially becamse of comparatively good physical nanditiﬂﬂ:
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and they ret three meals a day =nd live under lesgs crowded conditionss
One of the strongest prevailing sentiments emonpg Santo Tomes irnter=
nees is an abiding pratitude for assistence of all kinds coming from X
non-interned Sources. The priests of Santo Tomns, deprived of the use of
their university property by circumstances over which they had no con- =
trol, heve done what they could toward alleviating mass discomfort by A
relingquighing university facilities for cormunity use, It is o'l
Filipino friends, however, that the internees owe most. At the .
(and often the n{:nm-rannaj of face-slapping, beating, meltrestment
imprisonment, they have furnishod food, clothing, supplies and encd
meént month after mehth, bringing their offerings in person to the
gate where they are inspected for ”nﬂntr&ha:i:}' and accepted or re
the Japanese suthorities; or else conf'iscated, u.ﬂunrding to whiz
fiscation was common in the early deys of interrment, but the ine
is now largely internee-controlled, although Filipinos are not al
to come inside the ceamp, This persistent demonstration of loj
helpfulness on the port of friends, former servants and busi
ciates has been of great bedefit, not only because of the mater
sistance but because of the mmnifest sacrifice end regard of th
Gratitude is deep to the point of embarrassment end not lightly
ly expressed, 5 SITRRN T,
.. Themateriel needs of the internment camp may be consid
viated by the expected arrivel of a shipment of relief supp

o inte it e 8, The
Y RaB TR fERiTT Ba BRIl oF TR0t ttoRE ta warohou et
“tionals, and the internee management is hopeful that a goc
of the alloted portion will find its wey into Santo Tomas
the first shipment of Americen relief goods to reach the :
is wnderstood to inelude abundant supplies of greatly-ne
concentrated foods, clothing, shoes and ﬁﬁ'tqﬁ? Aner ?’?"
Whether ell that hes been sent is properly and fully di
finally with the Japanese military euthorities, who
of it, as on previous occasions. When relief supplies fror
end Canade arrived = year ago, fresh Americen and British cipe
ﬁngl. canmed milk unexplainably appeared on Menila markets at
prices, e - e

. Jopenese Trestment.-- Ho one in Santo Tomas is guali
Nounce wi inal conviction upon our trestment, goc
the hands of the Japanese, becausge we are deprived of f
parative kmowledge of reciprocsl treatment in the Unite
elsewhere, Conditions and facts must tell the story, whi
had had vitel effect upon the morale of interne .’ =

The dey in Fabruarﬁ, 1942, when three British inbernees w
to death for climbing the wall of Sento Tomas end esceping
tive custody" under which they had been placed, saw
our intermment set end sealed, Since then, the Jepanese ha

semblance of autonomous rule in the cemp with 11%3‘3; ~al
streperous behavior. Fear of being s and dumped into a
made repetition of such punishment umecessary., =

Threatened or actual cancellation of hard-won "privi
en effective sword of Damocles, for it is a Pirm Jepancse p
all should suffer for the misbehavior of one, Closing the
Filipinos bringing food, denial of the use of shanties, set
roll call hour to bring everyone indoors earlier in the eve
vhese ‘punishments’ heve been administered upon oocasion,
times beyond counting, Violations of release ragulﬁ:'hi’:!"_’ i

zeinst liquor in cemp, uneuthorized commnication with pe:
gfl bring gm'm storn gapri sal measures, ' th S e
.. The bete noir of Japenese ocoupation of the Philippines is the
litory police, egquivalent of the Gestapo, with headguarters at
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.~ One hundred to 150 Americens have endured the hospitality
for periods as long as 13 months, end for offenses no
an the charge of having influenced public opinion against
:;-:]#-[q war, HNo recital of atrocities is intended here, but
: ‘bi‘dmd that torture methods used upon Americsns and Fil-
‘ have caused them to come out physicel wrecks, while some have
F-:-_ii.h‘s. . These things, being generally Jmowm; hove a
f:'m; the Japanese viewpoint, upon discipline among
m plianﬂ; and the natural effect upon morale that
h j.npnaad.hla to pin down our Japancse captors with a
of international lew applies to our stetus as in-
T *Eha ﬁi‘ﬁt five and a half months of intermment not a
xpended by the Japﬂnﬂﬂa militery for our support. The
As tHat we were in protective custody, but never was
E?m_m whom we were being protected, Was it from the Fil-
llfhiniﬂtratiﬂna helped to keep us from starving
d end eu?etanl; local Red Cross orgamization broke
3 aboli m&.? direct answer ever was obtained, but a
*ﬁ diplomat was brought to camp to explain to all in-
it the alleged atrocious treatment of Japanese nationals
f. @.’ﬁ; chiefly of & denial of the use of the lobby in
';','""-?" luxurious Homesteed Hotel at White Sudphur springs
21!  imberned; the very bad air in the room at Ellis
0 Japanese were temporarily confined; insbility to
'lia mi% of banks, teaving prominent Japanese business-
vten - :8, and other appearing from time to time in news-
de tnimrj:uu ‘about alleged mistreatment of Japsnese in
e 1 many a quiet and bitter smile in Santo Tomes.
_ﬂntikuﬂﬁ at Menila en route to Tokyo with Japanese
y Efﬂ, published pictures of well-fed repatriates,
heir up-to-date at't:ira, and proud mention of several
n shipboard, This item was especielly interesting to
s ¢ Tomas who were sentenced to 60 deys in the
1 orders of 'l‘-he Jepanese for violation of the repulation
‘"ﬁ, ntimacy, despite the fact that some of them had been
ith their properly wedded wives for considersble periods
nce in aﬂlf-ma.th;.r over intermee trestment et the hands
pse is effectively checked by the lmowledge that the
and hardships auffarad nre definitely secondary to, and °
ﬂlﬂﬂmpmd with, the harsh treatment of our war pri soners,
“the suffering of some of the Filipino people, whose
.8 more uncertein and precarious than our own and whose
_.?ﬂ"the hands of the Japanese militery following occus=
‘% one of the black chapters of the war, Filipinis who
sent fhu dresded Sentingo outmutber Americans many times.
S Jnpenose commandents assigned to Santo Tomas have as-
“to make the internees believe + ey were being treated
10] nﬁgﬁanimausly. and thet measures seemingly stringent
e prpluwatinn nf our essential discipline and our ovm ul-

5t ih'barnaﬂﬂ, however, it seems that the Ji appnese have em-
u » deliberate technigue to ecrush their spirits,

‘Lllﬂl,r, confuse them mﬂntallt,r and ‘to bring the
nerve ear upon s defenseless section of humanity un-
tel in thair nuntrﬂl; and that the only deterrent to worse
nt is fear of reprisal and world opinion,

i.a o
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Jind snd Spirit.- Thore are cortain indications of the trunﬁ." ‘
of mental health in Santo Tomas which, if congidered alome, mights ',L,
couge alarm, being :.-ra‘nnru,]_ly' prevalont, Thore is a nﬂtiﬂﬂihiﬂ ?
impairment of ability to meke small decisions quickly. ﬂ'.b,ﬂﬂl xat
£ion 1is qup.arfiﬂ]_ﬂl and :T_nﬂnmfmlct-a, with a lack of 'j.n'l:allﬁp
discipline., Irascibility is high, end heas a tanﬂaﬂb}* to ufmi'*____

rotests a eingt small or i d
j’fﬁgﬂgs%nvgfgﬁfqggmmtsﬂnn se. over unverifiable mng

is excessive preoccupation with the smallest details of H:.'.t :-'{-‘_:':i“ e
Any assipned responsibility seems to carry with it the m h }f |
the world, and lack of such responsibility meles ];raaplp 30T
to foolish means of self-assertion, .
The presence of thess menifestations, or 15.:;1: of ::_-T,=
erally indicstes the degree of success with which the i _”
has met changed nanﬂltinna of envirorment, .In Jm
luxury dropped out of our lives and the world of the in
suddenly compressed to 50-acre size, channeling and x
his activity and thoughts, and requiri us
maintein proper mental activity and per aﬂti"m-
the adjustment most successfully wara able to ocoup
with an absorbing hobby or with helping ﬂﬂmrn‘ i
way. Those who failad became entirely prenaﬂuﬁ@
their own welfare and with news and rumors of war
directed most of their wekin thoughts to Eaﬂ
the unanswerable quast:[um ow much longer
I} has always been hard to reealize the B
in sn impossibly disadvantageous position ._%
detailed discussion of the present war--th
food that commands univers prinri'g‘ _‘r
scepticel’ victims of the stupidly false, bun
cating Jepanese propeganda in the lbcel news
value to us is inadvertent or forced a.dm;‘ql'
cesses. We are willing and eager victims o
of information--ill conceived and fuup&nm\nn;:-. , ;
have growvn accustomed to unwerremnted dog endence upon
informetion of all sorts. And we find it hnr.ﬂﬁ re
such few bona fide reports of Sen Francisco or " do
broadeasts as drift into camp through the barriers e
intended for the ears of the enemy, not for Eﬁl

™
e

;:.

(Incidentally Buenos Aires is the source of A
tie news open to Domei whence come the mﬁﬂ;u " anti
agenda stories, Lisbon is nexts)

In general the reelly old people have.found i

of nll of us to make edjustments to internment cond: *f*
physicel and mentel; and children have come off ’Bﬁ
zit;hair world meent little to them, for it m S *f
, I considered by themselves, these man:l.fan'ﬁﬂ.ﬁ ‘
deterioration might be alarming, but they do not e
selves, They are envirommental and tenporery. No
represent the resl spirit prevailing in Sento Ton
inordinate amount of grousing, and the carp T
alleged inefficient and unsympathetie internes mar
f'rcmtad with real crises like the Serious illthﬁl
or the deeth of close friends, imegined troubles melt away;
people find a reserve of oalm strength that seems ‘Eﬁ have I
increased rather than diminished by privatiﬂn.

et
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iThie fortification of the spirit shows itself in many little ways,
afly in the direction of a feeling about Americenism. A love of
i‘m—.a gomshow sprung up, not by way of mhrtisl music, excitement
ing and oretory, but through the very lack of these thin S
56 two yoars we have had drummed into us daily a scurrilous vi-
aﬁi‘ our flag, our country, our President, ocur way of life and
o Ei all done through propaganda primerily intended to turn the
".cf:fam Americen Eli'lﬂ. toward Japan, Adequate expression of
"'ﬁhii ‘causes among Sento Tomas Americans is denied to us,

a'hili'tar to express simple patriotism, whethor by word or

'ﬁ: 1&31: !uguat the cmp‘s entertainment department produced
ITE iﬂ. purf'nrmanna of vaudeville which was supposed to have been
-h -. ly offering but was delayed for one reason or asnother, All
1 1 Eu-:ﬁ conformed to the sort of comical and hermless buffoon-
.ch qg.p,mna hed no objections.
'?HT‘-' was &n improvised outdoor stege in front of the main
with the entire camp population seated before it. The stage
--,dﬁﬂc&nﬂﬂ. The voice of an unseen commentator begen to tell
i rnnq;g Scott Key, prisoner on s warship, watching the
s Fort McHenry. Fa:mtl:,r out of the derkness came tha
E ‘-@anglﬂd Banner--background misic,
= EEF'.;J. the shocked audience quietly stood, seemingly lifted
ats, A spotlight became fixed upon a lone performer who
) -ﬂ.’q:l:d:nnal voice, shalcing with emotion, commenced to read
1e nation anthem, As the final inspiring phrases died
nsic I‘ ided, there was silence, People sbood with bowed
ul for the darkness that hid their tears. It was a long
*«ﬂw uhufffbing of feet gave the sir=al for return to reality,
"1. -were displeased, ‘t:ha:,r forelore for once to inflict

anjﬁ;aa Camp managamﬂnt is vented much of the fiery denun-
f@ﬂ; ongs to the Japanese, but which by cifcumstences the in=
- ere p svented from expressing because of the obvious conse=
Eﬂ. for the first time in history as Americens the full
syaaeh they moke the most vehement possible use of limit-
in the semi-autonomous, semi-democratic internee govern-
ﬁlﬂ,uh the Jepanese permit as a magnanimous gesture, Thus
_ ="Exa¢u'hi'm Committee bears a cross of ﬂl‘l"blﬂlﬂm along with
{'-jr for operational functioning of the commmity and
th the Japanese military through a Compendant who holds office
- mén“h ‘Camp. ;
nore voeciferous critics of management cennot agree smong them-
“th ndency is to split into groups and blocs over various
the _»"-:Dlﬁﬂa agein being split and re-joined over some new issues
iatio n,--In September of 19112 the prospect of a small mumber
ieed being sent home caused a stir:in Sento Tomas, One hundred
g m and children departed for Shenghei, where they had been
‘ﬂ'ﬂ;iﬂnﬂ’ﬂ“ﬂ to believe that chances were slightly l:aftar to get
sation for the homelend., The rumor went around that another boat
L ‘aharﬂy to teke selected Americen civilians for exchdnge,
_ ;ﬁiﬁ&‘f’aﬁ second repatriation failed to matorialize flor one year,
_-_.lmeriuun found himself up agsinst a decision whether to get
‘the Philippines if he had By pSTOunYie | Tt ot soas ot na
n’lﬁ!l-t& our posgition with relation to the Philippines, our povern-
3 2 war,
s B Mer ,!mariuanu have spent their adult lives in the Islands. Ueny
,,,r.r Te as soldiers in 1898 and 1899, They fought the Spenierds,
fought the Insurrectos, end remained to cast their lot with the Filipi-
Th'E%" belonged here, as the American flag helonged here, If Ameri-

W/ w/
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civilians had been evacuated in a body, the Filipi*n:is viould hawvi
331111 j&eaply hurt snd angry. They would heve felt deserted by thair
friends, left holding the bag, just as they would if we had pulled out
the Army and Navy in front of a Japenese military onslaughts

In September of 1943 a list of 150 American nemes, consisting mos
ly of transients, consular representatives and missioneries, was han
to the camp mansgement by the Japanese, who seid it ceme uriginal’.'ﬁy
Washington., At the order of the commendant, secrecy was observed.
on the list were approached individually and asked if they wished ©
home, A score or more seid no, they did not wish to go. The list &
ed to make no sense., Irepic cases of severe illness were left n!ﬁ
men and women who needed to go home were not included. Prominent A
cans who thought their position in the community entitled them 'I:E
place on the list were diasppointed. 8Still under the cloak of r\w *;;!
secrecy, the Jepanese filled up the vacancies with !mariua;nn uﬂ
ovm choice who had showed a "cooperative attitude,"

Pressure was put upon the Executive Committee to apgrpﬂﬂﬁ
ansse for permission to wire our goverrments (511 na:Er:l. alis
be included) with a plea for further repatriation.

A survey of the camp was decided upon to determine how m=a
wish to be transferred to the homeland, if compatible wﬂﬁu 0
Enlinms, and if any such transfer were possible. Re lic
etween 50 end 51 per cent of the adult population | -u}:li;L S
vote) expressed willingness to go, provided families were not s
The remainder preferred to stay in the Philippines snd te Jee
quences., If family separation were inwolved in a 'bﬂwﬁ
cent seid they were willing to go, 65 per cent ref

Americen men and women, L8,7 per cent 111&1@5:1;5:1 will
triated, the rest wiuh:l.ng to remain,

The people who expressed a wigh to Sbtay in ‘Hia Fhi
whet may, were not ell influenced by the samu mutiﬂﬂ* y

those who voted to go home if given the opportunity,
tions of every variebty were involved. Voting was not
unable or slow to decide flor themselves snd 'ru'l;ad lihd =)
neighbors., Many others were bransients, caught by ]
the outbreak of war, and had no ties or nhl:l.ga:biunn' P
Conclusions.--Morale is an elusive thing. ‘eyE an
sions of wighes or convictions do not accurately ruflaﬁt,,.i
differences of opinion are unstable and have little bearing
timate of morale. " The beliefs and feelings that paq‘gﬂ. 10
consistently find themselves in.agreement upon over pa
these are the things that add upﬂgo mrﬂlﬂ. In Santo !
ones are as followss
l. An sbsolute, unfaltering unnﬂutian that the L'LL
this war and thet the Axis nations will be diuaatmualﬁ" dﬁf'
by every nﬂ.ti.ﬂﬂﬂl, man, woman and child, in int

S

2, An sbiding resentment, shared 'by 8 large majorit
ageinst what they comsider high-hended, unjustified, cruel and
persecution by the Jepenese military euthorities., i = F|
5« A prevailing and netural desire to end our interm ,_._..L alle:

viate our condition, tempered by a strong reluctance to em‘ﬁ I’
govermmente with a request for special consideration tﬁl"h niju
palic}/ or ba.;,mnd means of fulfil?_mant. : :

i wigh to have some some funcrion in the pros
the war, :.i‘ only to embarrass gha -'.’I’E; ense with onr presence ¢

our Filipino friends feel that we hams not willj.'n.glr a;b 1doned
grest crisis.

5. A constant and confident hupa that .!imlariﬂan 1:.1 ” |
seen in the skies over Manila, + ot

. .-;-"I
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ines are writtan, g driving rein is beating upon the city in
: m- which passed close by lest night snd early this
y are a shambles, some of them unroofed and torn
i ull of them partly under rising flood waters, their
p:ud maaiger furnishings sosked and drenched along
b8 and their personal possessions, There ere no elec-
lies have been contaminated and must be boiled
ire camp is a picbure of desolate, wet, dangerous

it

' __,_m not discouraged or disconsolate., They laugh at
16, A resilient sort of excitement prevails. People ex-
. @%_bg:;q who may be worse off, and compare experiences

. ge things are facts, and may :|_n themselves be
grﬁﬁ“rnla of Santo Tomas.
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. REPORT OF MOKALE AT SANTO TOMAS INTERNMENT CAMP, MANILA P T =11/3

Aftor almost two years under fire, the morsle of some int --r-___':__'.;’:
at this comp remains a strilking exanple of toughness snd ﬂlﬂ.ilw '
theirs merely & victory over igolation and privntiun. It 1s w
t.'lm orpamiged effort of Japan to crush their spirite, their oow Lt

ligarntg militery offensive directed at non-combalant men, w Yoo '-',

ﬁ dren, irue, they ‘erc a leaner, more ragged group; and ﬂu ‘E‘::“'_
b".r their hosts has sapped much of their phyrsicel stmmina m X
comes as roadily as ovar, though somedint more grhg
are all impmtient, but it is not the impationce of
an esgerness to take part in the final accounting.
to repay. T

The physical aspect of t.hn 'fensive thase thov
uumhutnntn an the day they were tricked :I.ntmt, 40 ¥
with a three Eu;,r supply of food and nlnﬂ:ﬂ.nﬁ
alions, The throe days have since stretched to ﬂnﬂ:l ’
months passed before the Japeness Military lr.hini
the responsibility of feeding their captives. During
andhanst Hed Cross uh.a.ptur tried foebly to cope with tie j
results that would heve meant gemeral Itlﬂlm 18 '-: )
solicitude of individual frie on the outsides. %nf f o mil!

‘t‘"

ermits a food expenditure of approximately 50 ¢ ;‘
with sugaer at P3, por kilo in the current III'M’
that the delly internee diet fell short of 1 ;&
That misersbly inadeguate hospital I'l.ul.li‘l:hl ¥ }-
the camp death rate is not higher, can be attributed
fulness and the improvised charcoal stoves nﬂ' 80

Tomas scena, * iyé ) “
Clothes are still clean despite the
aftor two years of use, The e ol

internee, with kheld shorts co Pb, uﬂ
far toward replenishing looted wardrobes,
uf pleading, was permitted to claim his lug
pleces lipgted, only one r
internees is allowed a space
store his possessions, and maintain
room., To this phase of persecution his answer is |
Tl'af ﬂm &hﬂ thumh-rnur;d bumboo hﬂtl in which many _
urs, in whioch many men hove slept ‘__Eh. 100
To thﬁrhra, living spwce conaists of a Ghllmiﬂ - 11 }'
cupboard crmmped along the walls of a crowded ¢ j_. :
vory much a part of camp life, and you might even be "aak
which hotoakes concocted from the remains of the nﬁ!‘
plece do resistamce.
Japan has not nuglnuhud the “war of lurl'll' .00
on the morale of her unarmed captives. With -mﬂ.

- mony of them young married couples, thrown into ¢ m |
the day, one of the first cemp rules was to rnﬂm he mo
onstretions of affection, dire conseguences (ommnvide T'H* P,
:‘I.nI‘rua*iann. Efforts £fo achieve even a modioum ot \ __“.’“'

madn building or the individual shanties, are nnm

"loss of privileges" -- one of the latter being that of huddis
leaky nipa roof during torremtisl rainas, Hht:‘lm o
lllurinr' in‘l armmsn t. +.|j ;}Tuparl T'I'Hddﬂ"i ant.. ﬂ.ir q;rﬂ:#‘
the camp jail for’ sixty dn:,rn‘{ -

"
'-‘-

g _-
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2 nervous strain of almost two years of merciless exposure
¥ reillance, the internse community has successfully pitted a
____ s;ional, educational and religious activity that occupies
aki '-.dn;l_.r..* Dancing is sirictly forbidden, but populer and
erts are regularly offered over internee-assembled and mein-
ors. Live talent shows ere presented with improvised settings,
'Iwr and a ahurus and orchestra are now rehesrsing for the
jation of the "Messiah" -- just in case the camp continues
biY rsuantly, galvaged internee-owvmed movie equipment was

. ‘Several times the Jepanese responded to persistent
'bringing into camp Class C productions of ancient
--hmvar, that they might be shown only in conjunction
agenda £ilms, ‘ﬂhen prutaats mounted, the militery proceeded
? ;‘;bnjautar.
3ir more obvious effnrts, the Japenese heve tried what they
sxpedients, But, with experience, the internce has prown

--i‘ﬁ.m;s pestraints are not charged to the hapless internee
m they -are imposed, but to the original source. When
gﬁ_l},r distributed to the British but withheld from
‘or breech of Anpglo-Americsn camp relations fails com-
debit is recorded in the grim ledger ultimately -

i}';:i I i‘ma .ta.ilad most miserably is in Japanese efforts
"E;'anﬂ Americans from each other, Manila's propsganda
ribune”, continues to be the inteymee's favorite source
reads glowing word pictures of Filipino enthusiasm for
internee is likely to be enjoying little treats or is
4 authentic news thet would be danlad him but for the loysal
50me ‘E.Iﬂ’.' ino. Frequently, when spirits heve been at rather Low
e has "h%: brought back to normal by the report of some
aanfu + for his "conqueror", ususlly an expression
Amariaan humor that the Filipino alone emong Orientels
le of Santo Tomes was perhaps best expressed by a recent sur-
iation sentiment. Despite the presence of many British, Dutch
onal "hﬁﬁng no ties :i.n the Philippines; despite the innlusiﬂn
aaght in passage, of aged and sick in urgent need of
‘i dﬂ}ﬂpi‘ﬁa almost two years of Japan's most vicious efforts,
pted unequivocally to stay! A large proportion of the others
. the ,' wives and children be extricated from the rigors of Jap-
}?{ Thﬂ have not forgotten how that bemevolent 'protective
L ! ‘bra'l'.nﬂ by the wanton uuld—-‘blmdad murder of three internees
11::: embracel

o —— s =

E. G. REYES,
1st Lit, Infantry,
Aide to CO,
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