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General Homma Denies

Ordering Death March

By Alva N. Dopking
(Continued From Page 11
v Himselt up. Homma told mejwas sble to land only 2000 Japa
i an in ece o the rock fortrese. 1 under.|
interview that in hat Spring e on the rock fortress.

e i
“We have heen beatenand I wan|
good loser, it 3 o

i

a
With him he brought ane souve: m:

S Tapthess Brabme ofcer | icercd. Then e econsidered. and
would tell me of but two of them:
par

estion OF Water
Homma said there was plenty of
water aloni the way, but said he
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k‘were surprised to find this heavy-

[HOMMA KNOWS
What He's In For

By Taking Bataan Rap,
© Writer Asserts.

t

Jap General Calm, White
s : 5
| Says, Recalling Meeting
5 In North China.
BY JAMES D. WHITE,

San Francisco, Sept. 17— (AP)—
If you can figure out the personal
paradox of Lt Gen. Mashaharu
Homma you may be close to one
key to the Japanese militarist and
the system which makes him per-
form.

Homma, you'll recall, is the man
Americans think of as the butcher
of Bataan, responsible for the in-
famous death march. He steps
calmly off a train in Tokyo and
tells American newspapermen that
he really didn't know about the
march, but is ready to accept re-
sponsibility for what his subordi-
nates may have done.

In 1039 Homma was Commander

L

Roomdmma Eh

CINLUEDN

DONALD DUCK

AT N |

ENQU IR ER

in Chief at Tientsin in North China.

The story then was that he
wasn't one of the military radicals|
but that he had been sent there by
the Japanese High Command as a
“reliable” commander to control
the rabid young officers who were |
back of the blockade of the British |
concession and who were having a
'wonderful time undressing British
and other Westerners at the block
ade barriers,

Homma held an dnterview. We

=80T o0 e e

=

set general quite jovial, frank
and showing none of the jittery|
, self-consciousness which affected
most Japanese officers,
TALKS IN ENGLISH,

2

7 GO REAL 5
SLOW, LOUIE, /|
TM GONNA TRY / /
"\L_/_\ :"N“")/’ 1
/

his only impatience was with a
Japanese interpreter whose English
was very poor. Homma became
fed up and talked to us directly

in polished English. He seemed of thousands of Chinese who'd been |

perfectly reasonable except that he|

insisted he knew of mo instance by the blockade surged through the onth Armored and f70th Infantry

where Japanese troops were mis-
behaving.

“At another time I watched him apart from a small squad of his ored and 106th Infantry Divisions
worship at a Japanese military|troops. Anyone could have stuck a were

shrine.
and turned quickly and walked|
down the steps. As he passed ua‘
correspondents he smiled briefly
and may even have winked. We|

argued about that afterward, be-|wright's surrender on Corregido:r turnabout time for ships in the

Homma seemed the calmest Jap- cause shrines are solemn places,|I was still in Shanghai. A Japanese French embarkation ports has been

_|anese officer I had ever met, and and other Japanese were fairly acquainiance who had gone down trimmed to 24 hours.
—————————————————

S

quaking with the usual “trepida-
tion.”

Still later, I saw Homma person-
ally lift the blockade. As the bar-
riers swung open a gigantic crowd

isolated from their homes and jobs

street.
Homma stood like a rock, almost

He made the usual bow, knife in his broad backand escaped The Army said 85,000 American

in that mob that flowed past him
like a flood. He just stood there,
smiling.

‘When Homma accepted Wain-

s of s0 many

Jag

they had been led to expect a
over, He indicated that Hom
wasn't in a good position to clam;
down because his younger officer

suspected him of being
ern

Now Homma says he didn't know
what took place after Wainwright
surrendered, and most American
will doubt him. But it might he
partly true. The real question is
did he want to know, and did he
make any effort to find out what
went on, or do anything about it

That’s still a mystery, and Hom-
ma himself sheds no light on it |
when he takes full responsibility
for what happened. The interesting
thing is that unlike many other
high Japanese Army mq-x—such as
Tojo—Homma doesn't try to escape
into suicide but even travels back

pro-west

to Tokyo to give himself up.
| Homma may be an excellent
actor, of course, and such a gesture |
would strengthen his act. But
~mong Japanese Army command-
lers Homma has had more th:
the usual experience with the Eng-
lish-speaking world. 1

Homma knows far better than
most Japanese what he is getting §
into by taking the rap for Bataan.

TWO DIVISIONS MOVE
INTO STAGING AREAS

Paris, Sept. 17—(AP)—The Sev-

Divisions were moving into staging
areas today where the Fifth Arm-
awaiting movement home,
| troops cleared Le Havre and 65,000
sailed from Marseille in the first
15 days of September. To speed the |§
return home, the average 60-hour
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Homma had
Thin Interest
For Captives

Is Testimony
Given by Former
Staff Officer

.
By James Halsema
ned| MANILA, Jan. 3 —()— Japan-
ave| €s¢ Lt. Gen. Masaharu Hommal
in|must have seen orders for the
brutal "de-m ‘march” of Ameri-
cans and Fi from Bmm in
es,| 1942, but hld very thin in-
st.| terest” in his captives, m "ot s
tormer satt ofticers testitied as
l1as.| Homma's war-crimes trial open-

ed_today.

The witness, Maj. Gen. Toshi-
mitsu, said that Homma's head-
Fri.| Quarters on Bataan were less than|
oo | 500 yards from the death-march
Imeq| TOUte, and that Homma traveled
cia,| 20 miles down the highway while|
llie| the prisoners were driven merci-

lessly along it.
Lisas| Describing the death nu ‘among|
ha| captives ly at the O'Don-

500| Pell prison_camp, Takaion st
medicines were “not sufficient,”
and “T think there was a lack of
| ood, wiich was mtly rice Aleo
.| there was not much w:
22" caid he reported these conditions
av-|toHomma's headquarters but
"A.| nothing was done.
rs.| Little Interest
His statement that Homma's in-
terest in prisoners was “very

| from an earlier, written state-

ment, and Takatsu today declin-
ed to claborate. He explained to
prosecution questioner Lt. Ben-
jamin F. So

T TFYa

that he was “honor bound” not to|
speak badly of Homma in the|
iir. |latter's presence.

Defense counsel had ob;

Eomseo

b5 that many of the specitications
filed against Homma in ‘his trial
“for violation of the laws of hu-
manity” were vague, and the
| prosecutors introduced additional
‘04| details.

In establishing “widespread
raping and brutal mistreatment of
F | American and Filipino women,”"
| they said, they would offer proofs|
that such actions, for which

blame Homma, included the “in-
a | human” treatment of an unarmed,
lia | married_American woman at the|
swank Rosario apartments two

| davs after the fall of Manila. As,
"4 the result of her treatment, they

said, the woman was sent to an
o |asylum as insane.
lar-| Homma In Charge

Homma, the prosecution assert-|
ed, was directly in charge of all
annnm xnms in the Philippis
s, fat the ti
br- | ™ A" the tria1 opened, prosecu~
| tors told the U. S. military com-|
mission hearing the case that
" |Homma has no rights under the.
American Constitution and is “be-,
ing tried lor ylolations of the laws

g

-55

™€ | of huma
s~ e

W 3 13
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Ori
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Homma Not
Usual Type
Jap General

Bv The Associaied Press

Lt. Gea. Masaharu Homma, who
diea before a fring squad foday
was not the popular conception

ofa general
His fuent En.llsh—v(\ltn‘_he

gegeral who “did not like avar”.!¥
fomma  firet came into _the | <o

forces ai Tiensin, 1t was under- |

the

Selt<consclousness éharacteristic o
most “Japaneseoftcers
mma plaved no great role.|
apan's military op-
Kina,  His
chance fo _distinguish him self
came when be was ordered {
vade the Philippines late in 1941
st Japanese lahdings were
t the

5
9
H
H

gidor fell and Homma could re-
port be tad conquered the e

‘um he admitted that his own | near

Gen, Jonathan
Wainwright's garrison could n
counteratack.  Corregidor [cl\
but the months it

acleve hat goal ked the Jup-

He never
Saain wes entrustod with 2 i
portant command. In  August.
192, he was relired from the:

en Homma surrendered, in
il ooy il
thorities in Japan on September

- ioned " this

“withoutexplana-
“said he thought it
might have been because "I did

Distiked By Tojo
war erimes trial, which |

Tojo and - other

top Japanese militarists.  They
sid he was looked upon 12

" and generally too gent

B i it e ot e

‘Prosecution witnesscs, however —

including several Japanese—told a

. different

Rands wilh the tollapse of resis

* Gt e had fought a5 hard

a e wite of General Tlomma". in Homma's case, just as he had | they|
go s o o i s T 1
o 'Gen, Homm ekt Yomasale e | T
c dcd ||ammi n lhc Plnhnmm ‘Hdm

i I oo

% 1Is Executed e e conmim 157
[ stonta. Aprit 3 —tapancs | dsih deree T omms, Macar. o

jand condoning othor atrociies in| The Kiwanis Club held ils

bound behind him. A chaplain
t

| MODERN PHARNACY

| oue ax prEscrarmion SERVICE

tance on Batamn and Corregidor.| The conqueror of Balaan and|the
Survivors of the notorious death | Corregidor surrendered to Ameri-| M

march tesifed of cruel veglect| can occupstion forces oo et
iies during the trek|shortly afer General MacArihur |year
which 17.200 ceperted
180 1
|are,

trial in Manila | comp)
. ana sumitied ;-uduwgllnuulr) 3, was saited and ez il

was Japanese commander in the | dedth sentence. d 1
i ’,:.m than 30000 of them | Wil an trs, Hamna ent s

L . O'Donnll and | mesSEze to Wataru Narahashl, chi | At
nps. ;mmm Cainet secrtas. " a | pup

et trom e Tiend of ong Sanding, that
e T know 1 cannol eicape. the ave
P 1 have taied tol scho

men, but under
he conceded: |

1 morally respansible for |
tanvthing that happencd. under my | D

I TR it s o Bl
dn not blame any- | than
Wit 1 ik e 1 i
10 aale soer o bt | e
~—in the place where Japanese sol- | ‘T'n|
e ebene e | B

o !dmrs sleep. said, |

peace in Tokyos Councils as he| *°ij'%rs Sleh e
Tovgn o vy e "R | 21 musk otz to God for il fun

1 jana acciarea. 1w prows 1o 06| " Sach i refused 1o intervene | the

i
sha

e wept when e wite testifed |

thur dectared he ould. “find no | She:

LE Gen. Massiaru Homms. wio| circumstances of extenvation”

| ardered the- Baiaon desth march

| was exactted todkr by 2 0. " 8

oo nerited oy Head Of School For
i

convicted February 11| Blind Kiwanis Speaker
o ercerir toe Bataan denth e | Bund Kiwanis Speaker

{the Philippines, died bound do a weskly luacheon
post. the Francis Scott Key Hotel
’nr;u Placed Over Meart s Wit ot e goahs e
A black hood covered his head. | sent heard a talk by the new sup-

and over his heart was a four-inch | erintendeat ot e Maryiand Sctol d
| round white target al which the | for the Blind, Francis M. Andcews
112 rifles were aimed. e’ Sehocl. for the. Bind

| At least one of the rifles and
perhaps us man

blanks. The

never kriow v

had been harmles

"Army-precision sarked the grim,
rly-silent d

© gencral public knows
Tt he ald s 1St
located ac Overlea, which is & p
5| ot Baltimore city. 1t dilfers trom
most schools of its kind because
it consists of four cottages instead
ramas of dormitories. These cottages |
¢ saund stood 15 paces | 5 whie suenis, 25 solored
from the post as 1o guard march- |yjing chitren and 50 colored deat b
up in double ranks. escorting | ydents, By fiving in cotlages the |}
mma. 1ie strode erccl. his arms |y gent roceives training in House-
work just as he would if hg were

walked nearby. it
far away, the crew of
The school covers the cduca-
ambuisco dovd_a el waiting | o SShool cove Kindergarion | 1he
o Focetve through high school and follows
“Tae velee o the lfiece In com- b
the systed of the Ballimore public
mind broke e siiness T wos schools: since when the children
“"z:'{_ the. charge. finding and | fnic the Maryland School for the

Bling they takc e fiml Lyo yesta
ot high school in onc of the city
Sabools becuuse It gives the child
a foretaste of whal he will be up
against when he gels away from

Then Homma was tied to the
post ud the hood placed over his
head. A moment Jater, the medi-
el otficer pol. the. et over
the heart of the stocky Japanese.

The officer in charge raised his

vight arm. Twsive mn unlgckea HEADACHE )
i e

bed 1o a horizontal postl
e atm guppod m= olticer's

Thero was ¥ sharp crack of ifles
Homma was

SUCCESSOR TO PEARRE'S DRUG STORE

TELEPHON 208
GIVE NOW! GIVE MORE! RED CROSS

I
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