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AFFIDAVIT
Perpetuation of the Testimony of In the matter of testimony received
Henry Andrew Allen pertinent to war crimes,

STATE OF CALIFORNIA)
. ) SS.
COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO)

I, HENRY A. ALLEN, being first duly sworn upon my oath, depose and state
that:

My full name is HENRY ANDREW ALLEN and I am twenty-five years of ages, I am
residing at 2728 Friedel Street, San Diego, California, and am presently stationed
at ”Wﬁ Elﬁaﬁif Navel District, San Diego, Californias I hold the
rank of ﬁcf ﬁdﬂﬁ{g" Serial Number is 376~09-49, I was a survivor of the sinking
of the Cruiser U.S.S. Houston, sunk by Japanese action in the Sundra Straits, be-
tween Java and Sumatra, on 1 March 1942, I was picked up by a Japanese land barge
and taken to an unknown spot in Java, where I was put to work hauling a Japanese
ammunition and supply cart for two Japanese infantrymen taking part in the Japanese
advance on Batavia, After three days of such activity I was put to work at Rang-
aspatoon (phonetic) clearing cocoanut grovesx for anti-aircraft gun emplacements,
Two months later I was taken to Serang by truck, where we picked up a truck convoy
that carried us into Batavia., I remained at Batavia for a period of six months
being confined in the Dutch Army Barracks there, I was then loaded on a train to
the coast and was shipped to Singapore aboard the Dai Nichi Maru.

I arrived at Singapore in November 1942, at which place I was put to work
clearing rubber plantations to make a large vegetable garden for the Japaneses I
was interned in the army camp at Changi, in which the surrendered British Singapore
Garrison was kept.

In January 1943, I was placed on the Moji Maru bound for Rangoon, Burma. The
Moji Maru was one of a convoy of two ships. The other ship contained the non-
English speaking groups, such as the Dutch, Japanese, and Malayans. We were bombed
and strafed by Allied aircraft; the other ship of the convoy being sunk. Ve finally
put in at Moulmein, Burma, from where we were taken to Tambazai., At Tambazai we
were divided into work groups., I was assigned to "18 Kilo" Camp, which was a rall-
road work camp 18 kilometers from Tambazai, where I was taken three days laters I
worked at building the railroad bed for a period of one week, after which I con-

tracted amoebic dysentery, and was sent back to the hospital at Tambazai, After two
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months at the hospital, I was sent to rejoin my work group which at that time was
at "80 Kilo" Camp.

In the early part of May 1943, our group was moved to "100 Kilo" Camp, where
we worked until February 1944. In February 1944, the Japanese asked for volunteers
to go to Tokyo to parade as freshly captured troops. Almost everyone volunteered,
fearing the consequences of another rainy season in the Burma Jungle. I was selected
to make the trip and was taken with the others to Thailand where we were put into
a work camp, We rested up there for a period of one month and then were taken by box
car to Saigon, French Indo-China to await transport to Tokyo. There we were divided
into groups. One of such groups got aboard a ship; the rest never did, We heard .
that the Japanese ships' captains were afraid to take their ships out of the harbor,
because of Allied submarines. I remained in Saigon from the beginning of March until
the end of the war when I was liberated by the Allied Forces on 5 September 1945, I
returned to the United States, arriving at New York City on or about 20 Saptﬁmhur
1945 .

I am unable to recall the names of any Japanese personnel with whom I came in
contact, or whom I could identify sufficiently, for purposes of war crime prosecution,
prior to the time I reached Burma. Conditions as to sanitation, food, ete,, aboard
the Japanese ships on which I travelled were awful, Aboard the Dai Nichi Maru, there
were approximately 2000 prisoners of war, I was in a hold that measured about 50
by 60 feet, There wasn't sufficient room in which to lie down. We had to take
turns sleeping, or we would have been two deep, The air was foul from lack of venti-
lation, The hatches had been battened down during the trip., I don't know how many
men succumbed on this trip.

At Batavia, we were forced to sign a document certifying that we would not
try to escape, and which was in effect a pledge of allegiance to Japan, When the
document was first presented, the American Army colonel, who was the Senior officer,
refused to sign this document and refused teo allow us to sign., The Japanese then
cut off our rations, stopped all work details, and proceeded to beat the colonel and
the other officers severely in our presence. Then we were lined up and beaten indi-
vidually, After such beatings, we were lined up again and made to stand at strict
attention, Anyone who so much as batted an eye was beaten on the spots After such

treatment, the colonel agreed to sign the document and told us to sign it, This
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incident occurred in about May or June of 1942, T am unable to identify, nor can

I recall the names of the Japanese inveolved,

In Singapore, the British were in complete charge of the camp at Changi., The
Japanese allowed them self-administration. The Japanese would request various work
details of the British, which the British would select and provide. In this regard,
the British always selected the men who were stopping off at Changi, as myself,

The British garrison in charge of the camp did nothing but lie around on their
bunks and provide military police for the camp., Food was very scarce and the men
were always hungry., Because of such hnnger, the Americans would steal fruit and
cocoanuts from trees in the area, Sometimes, when such fruit was inaccessible,
the men would cut the tree down to get at it. If they were caught, they were set
upon and beaten by British MPs for "stealing the king's fruit", and then were cone
fined to the prison within the camp. This prison housed British enlisted men who
were serving sentences for crime,

Approximately in December, 1942, a Red Cross shipment of food, clothing, and
medical supplies came into the camp., We received no issue of this until we broke
into the British warehouse and stole a few articles,

Wihen we first arrived at Tambazai, we were assembled and addressed by the
Commanding Officer, Colonel Nagatano. He had a Dutch interpreter whom he addressed
in the French language, As I understand it, such was the orientation speech he made
to all newly arrived priscners of war, I remember the following lines from the
speech: "You people are rabble, the scum of the earth, and I'll treat you as such,
This railroad must be finished by September and if necessary, I'll use your dead
bodies as ties",

In February or March, 1943, I witnessed an execution at Tambazai, I was &
walking convalescent at the time, I stood in the center of a building about 50
yards long, at the middle door entrance, Passing the end of the building, I
observed a British soldier followed by a guard of six Japanese, After an interval
of about 3 or 4 minutes, the soldiers came back toward the end of the building,
knelt in firing position, and fired their rifles, I did not see the victim fall
as my observation of him was impeded by a clump of bushes, I was not acquainted
with the victim. The story at the hospital was that he was one of three Englishmen
who had escaped and were gone approximately two months. According to such story,

the other two had been killed by native policemen at the time this victim was

'’ "
RESTRICIED 2., i@y Haa
= I‘Iﬂ'fh't'm.ﬂﬂ‘ ;
Py 'Ir."l * P oty
REST R l,E.IHE.E H,ﬂﬂ;kgdi_

e




- r~

captured,

In Burma, at the various Kilo work camps, most of the deaths occurred, During
the height of the rainy season at the "100 Kile" Camp, our death rate was 7 or 8
per day. These were due to malnutrition, starvation, overwork, and the tropical
climates The food consisted of rice three times per daye About 3 or 4 times per
month we received sweet potatoes cooked into a stew, Whenever we could, we sent
out details of sick men to Pick leaves in the Jungle from which we made a stew,
We killed and ate smell animals whenever we could, including, dogs, rats, and
snakes, Once we had elephant steaks. Sanitation facilities were practically nil,
We dug slit trenches for latrines, and bathed in swamp water in holes we dug in
the ground, We were issued one cake of soap per month, which we used mostly for
cauterizing wounds and ulcers, The Christmas we spent in the jungle, we received,
through the Red Cross, enough sardines to flavor our rice, and two cookies per man,

I can recall only a few of our guards and only know them by their nicknames,
We received frequent beatings by them for infractions or supposed infractions of
their rules, One such, that I recall, was Mukon (phonetic), which means "to eat™
in the Malay language, Mukon beat me & total of about five times at different
intervals, at one time paralyzing my arm, He was in charge of our work detail,
and would give the prisoners of war a definite time in which to have their work
done, At one time, I had been detailed to go with the Jap engineers by truck,

I was gone all day and got back to camp about one half hour past Mukon's deadline,
He was waiting for me when I arrived, and set to beating me with his rifle, using
it as a baseball bat, His first blow came as a surprise and was not direct, I
dropped to my knees, and put my arm over my head when Mukon lifted his rifle for
a straight-down blow at my head, My elbow deflected the blow but my arm was
paralyzed from the blow.

Mukon was a heavy set Korean, about 5'6" or 5'7" tall, weighed between 160
and 170 pounds, had a dark reddish complexion as do some of our American Indians,
He had slight pockmarks all over his face, He was very emotional, and spoke in a
high pitched voice when excited. He was about thirty years old, was in the Jap
Army in a rank below that of corporal, and spoke Malayan fluently., He seemed to

be pretty goed at picking up languages. I don't believe he was sane, He would be
friendly while talking to you and then in the middle of the conversation knock the
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hell out of you, Once during & Dutch songfest, I observed him going through the
motions of playing the violin. He himself was frequently beaten by the Japanese

Sergeant, at which times he would carry on as a child does. Mukon's good quality
was the result of his gluttony. He would kill Burmese cattle on sight and get

the meat to the galley,

Another guard of our detail was a Korean we called "Baby-Face", He was also
in the Japanese Army below the rank of corporal, He had a light complexion,
locked like an eighteen year old kid, had a smooth, soft looking skin, was about
512" tall, of light build, but muscular, He was a homosexual, and a sadist. On
oné occasion, while I was at work, my penis showed through the G string I was
wearing, and "Baby-Face" called me over and ordered me to get him a bamboo pole,
which I did. He then ordered me to attention and beat me with the bamboo pole until
I was almost unconscious. An ensign from the Houston named Nelson was about ten feet

amay at the time and could have stopped "Baby-Face" » by merely addressing him, Nelson
pretended not to hear or see me, although I was yelling at him to stop "Baby-=Face",
The Japanese Sergeant came up and hit me behind the ear with his fist, with a light
blow that didn't hurt me, but I feigned to be unconsecious, "Baby-Face" then came
over and kicked me in the face, I got up, was slapped around the face, and was
sent back to work by "Baby-Face", The Japanese Sergeant, who was in charge of the
camp didn't seem to be a bad sort as Japs go. I don't know if he intended to hurt
me or not; he may have intended to stop the beating by interceding as he did. ;
Another one of our guards that I recall was "Liverlips", He was a large
Korean, standing about 6'1" tall, weighed 250 pounds, heavy, coarse features, and
had very large lips, He was in the Japanese Army below the rank of corporal, spoke
broken English fairly well, and was extremely strong; could lift tremendous weights
on his back, and was one of the few guards who could hurt you with his hands, He
beat prisoners of war on the slightest provocation, always using his bare hands;
he needed nothing else, I once saw him knock a mouthful of teeth from a Dutchman
by slapping him open handed.
We left "1C0 Kilo" Camp in about February 1943, and moved up to "11l2 Kilo"

Camp. There, three men were caught stealing food. These men were made to stand

at attention for 72 hours during which time they were beaten almost continuously,

One of the fellows had beri-beri of the legs at the time., Here the men would pass
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out only to be revived by cold water and beaten again, One of the fellows who was
beaten was called Bill Barish, or Barricks., He was a Jewish GI enlisted man who
had been with the 131 FA from the Texas National Guard. All of the guards took part
in this incident, including "Liverlips".

When we arrived at Saigon we were put to work in the refineries, munition
dunps, and at building anti-aircraft gun mounts. The Japs tried to force the
captured British to man the anti-aircraft guns, They refused, and were removed
from the camp., The worst man at Saigon was a Korean also called "Baby-race'., He
wes also in the Japanese Army, i:almr the rank of corporal, and acted as the Execu=-
tive Officer of the camp, He was in charge of sending out the work details. A
day never went by that he didn't beat at least four men. He always used a club,
He was about 5'1" tall, weighed 135 pounds, full round face, smooth skin, very
young in appearance, and walked slew-footed as a duck, with small mincing steps.
As soon as the war ended, he took all of the camp funds, put on civilian clothes
and absconded.

This constitutes all the information I can now recall concerning war crimes.

%

HENRY ALLEN
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Subscribed and sworn to before me this ;c:-fz day of September 1946, at

San Diego, California.

Aer ﬁ Cibh

Ao S 9Apr ¥3

STATE OF camonﬂmg >
COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO)

I, Joseph Burwasser, Special Agent, CIC, 6th Army, certify that Henry
Andrew Allen appeared before me on the 29th day of August 1946, and made the

foregoing statement concerning war crimes,

ph Burwasser
cial Agent, CIC
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