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SHEIY ONE

PRELINMITARY REPORT ON P.OWW. CAMPS IN WHICH CERTAIN ALLI®D
PERSONNEL HAVE SPENT 3% years CAPTIVITY

GENERALs This report is writton at the request of Capt.Stengle U.S.A.

‘a momber of the Allied Repatriation Staff in Korea.. I have only had

vory short notice to cover the happenings of E'r-, yoars eaptivity, and
I propose to forward o further full report on arrival in | lanila to
ﬂliﬂﬂ H-Ql

The period of captivity falls naturally into fourl
1, JAVA ,
2« Voyvaze by ship to JAPAN |
3- JA?‘H : ¥ ) : :
4, KOREA \ - ’

le JAVAY 27,3442 to 21,10.42,

Up to 1445.42 a contingent consisting of 1093 BritiSh, 4.0
Aystralien and 23 Americens were accomodated in o children's school in
BATAVIA, The sleeping . space wes completely inadequate (a2 schoel desigme
for 700 day childrem) and personnsl slept body to body with no! space on .
hard conerate floors, Latrine accommodation vag very poor, and washing
accomaodation non=existonts The Jepa-eose had made no provision for
cooking whatsoevers Im the econtre of the prison area was a garden in -
vhich dugouts had been made by the school anthorities. These had been
used by the Japanese as latrines. Excrota ete were 1lying all over the
place, and the stench was guite unbearable. Permission to fill in thess _
niuseating trenches was only granted after t s school had been in
occupation several days, 1{9 latyine main drein vms conbbantly blocked,
and mo arrangements were ever made by the Japanese to elear its lad wo
gtayed in this camp for any further time, a serious outhreal of
disease could scarcoly have bgen avoided., There was no hospifsl
accommodation of any kind eand ng mpdieines were suprlied. For the
first 4 days of occupation the Japanese supplisd no foed,; 'and by the 4th
day we wers reduced to starvation rations, ‘having by our &wa arrangemen
brought two days iron rations with vs. On the 14th gy 1942 the camp
wag ovacuateds The Aunstralians and America’s were moved to diffSremt
campss and the British t0 the native gool at BOEI GLODOK. This gaol
wag dssignoed for 900 native prisoneors, and on their arrival the 1093
British Army personnel joinsd 1100 ReA.F. Making a total of 2273 POW
in all, "The asceomnodation vas thug totally inadequateo and some 750
men werg foreed, whatever the woather, %o sleep in the opons Lairine
accomnodation was neon-existbent and all opara*icms of naturs were
performed OVer open drains.

llogpital accommodation wag filthy, bug.ridden and 1nade uate.

Japsnese supplied no medicines and those which Wers used were pureiased

by oursel'gf. The death roll during our period in this gaol wag sbout
55 1.0 |

Fumérous incideonts such as beatings up and Mmen being made to
Imoel in the'sun for lomg periods took places Food wag poor in quality

lnd quantity, but was mal t!:r* by loeal purchase. The rice was very poor

quallty and froquently mrﬂ:aiuad flour sweepings, eigerette onds and
“weavils, On 21,10.42 a party of 500 and ReA.F. pﬁmml ;mﬁetded
-humpertammata for Japanﬁlm_ JREe . .
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# SHEET TWO
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‘ On a publie road, in full view of all passers by, all personnel were
forced to take down their trousers while a test for dysentery was mades
This gonsisted in a glass rod being inserted per smum, Wo wore then
moved to smother ship, the DAI NICHI MARU, on board of which ve werse
Joinad by a firther 800 British personnsl, The shop wos some 30 yvear: old
fnd S to 4000 tons displacement. Accormodation was appalling, About500
i - mon were thrust into the bottom holds and a large number compelled %o sleep
' V=~ Aon wet,ora, About 800 were confined on wooden shalves adjoining the engine
rYoom, whence the heat was intense, |
i - Food supplied was of very poor quality and only two meals per day
';‘are served, usually following vory close one on another, viz 10 a.ms and
 Pellle

5
2/3 of a pint of water was issned daily to sach man, Occasionally
the Japanese provided us with our owm rationz food on a scale of onk 12 o
tin per 100 men, The diet generally consisted of rood riee cooked in fish
water, with practically no vegetables |
Three latrines at sither end of +the ship served over 1000 persomel,
_J Thero was no hospital aceomnodation, and this was eventually improvised on
' the main deck forward, and consisted of tarhanlin ecoverings, IUnderneath
these coverings the sick lay among the monkoy engines, Whon the w-ather 2
Qhang,eﬂ to rain squalls and bittar winds, there was no plaee to which the
hospital could be m-ved, and in consequencs the sick remained wmder bitidrly
gonditions and damp end lealking tarpaulins, 1
' Un arrival in JAPAN, men in poor condition wers la®t bohind at

WOJI, and I later learnod that out of 254 mem so left 125 died (Wo.4 Camp
at MOJI) . ' | "

3;. CAMPB IV JAPAN, 26,11.42 +to0 284,45

| At TOJI the original 500 men were split end I wvams sént with 23
gthor officers and 242 other rans to KUHAMOTO, Practically overy han vas
sulfering from seurvy, pellagre and gemeral ezhaustions On awrival at tho
Wl Hs jGamp spow was on the Zround, and On Wore in posBéassion of only tropieal
| ,Fﬂ.;;,. *qluthing. The Japangse supplied no warff clothosem wmtil March, when the
o ,;;‘j;(..tﬁ.nter wag nearly over. By the end of larcm 31 mem hed died, efd this total
e was inereasad Yo 35 by the 145443, Theso doaths wore praeticallv all dus
| Yo poor food, lack of warm clothes and totally inedequate medieal supplios
| a"d attention and, in some cas®s, brutal maltreatment on the part of +he
| Japanese anthorities. : s :

- = —m— e i e s

r - Before continulng our history, I wish to emphailse that during our
: whole period of captivity im Japam right wp to the April 1945 we were
] ~ umder the commend of the s2ie Commandant, Lieut SAKAMOTO, This officer was
an uneducated man of a brutal end eallous temperemgnt, and was in no wise
fitted for this position as Eommandent. He had as his military interpraoter
for the whole peried, a throe star soldier TAKEN KATSURA, This man no+t only -
ted as inGarpreter, but was the undispubted powsr behind the throne whe
miluenced the life of the camp to an overwhelming extent,
i These two men are, in my opiniom, entirely responsible for the
sufferings and indignities to which men in their cemps were subjocted, |
| . Telking al} the camps oceupied by dhe British, Australien and Duteh
netionalities, of whom I was the senior represemtative, tho following -
thort notes on each camp &re given, - g
&) KUMANOTOR. Of tho 35 men who died while in this eamp +he fellowing were
4 . Yery sick men were forced to pmﬁnﬁtha early moring a¢ leave
- leaving tho main gate, they were permitted to returm, but they were forced '
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| o | _ SHEET'm .
1 e Cne m&ng‘?ﬁﬁ sick to vork, was deliberately foreed to go out to work
d all of one day th bittor weather, Hs died the next day, On the day provious

to his worlking, padmission 4o hospital hed boen refused, .
. Men were forced to work in the ¢old With no socks or boots. They’*
a developad frostbite which turned in soveral cases to gangrene, - In theee case
;- of Gmtem death resulted, as the British dector was rofused permission +to
l orerate. ,
| | A'Turther case was of a man with appendicitis, A hospital wag within
~ 8ight .of camp, but he was not sllowed an oporation, and eventually he died,
o | Accommodation ves Very poor, The huss made of thin wood had loaky
ropfs, and walls patehed with newspeners. T e damp mud floors were subjeect

to fMooding and no fires for drying, execert on raro ocessions wers al lowed,
r The windows consisted of wooden shutters whieh wore openad in a1l weathers
at b a.m. daily, | Jager s

| o srecial treatment we agoordod to the officors though after the £irst
month they were moved to a separate hut,
| All thronugh capilvity no commmication between 0£7°4eors and men was
officially permitted until 25 Jan 1045,
st On 20,11,43 we moved %o KASHI camp near FUKTOKA,

(b) KASHY . '
n ‘this camp agcoMmiodatiop was adequate, All persomnel, both officors,

mep and the hogpital wero in ome large warchouse, This warshouse eonsisted ar |
conerate walls and {loor With 2 tin roof and was in congequence dry, Wailg her
we Were joined by 40 Dutch, 30 British, 1 American Doetor an' 5 Amnsrican
en;‘l.istﬂd mon. At this eamp, there were meny ingtances ofbeatings and
brntalities by the Commandant, KATSURA, and a Set, HORSUIT. Examples ware te
Two officers besaten up for o reason by Syt,HORSTMI,

Thp Cook Spt. aged 48, beaten ups having his moubh gplit open and teeth

. Y¥nocked out for no reason by Sgt.lR ST,

Onp Bombardier kmocked senseless and then his faco ground into the ground by
the heel of the Commendant's boot, | |

In the depth of & winbter night, one man mnda to wum reund the conmounr for a
lopgz time stark mnaked, | 3 |

lumerous instances of & nzle and mass beatinegs -nd men made to 'meel for long
periods with babboo sticks betwoesn the boeks of their mess. All + ese canes
wore carried out by Sgt. HORSUMI and/or KATSURA.

In April we moved to ISTERODA- Camp

(¢) MISHERODA

f is camp was thw xmxkxyk worst of all camps for sceomiodation, The
huts were made of wooden frames, suprorting walls made of strins of troe bark,
Fpofing wee of inadeguate and thin thatch, which lealked ® ntinuously like a
sipve after ons real downpour, Drainesze was non-oxistent, rnd after rains the
huts &nd camp were Qquagmires, |
, .~ Here we were joined by 198 Anerican civilian intomees from WAXT ISLAYD
anit 1585 Dubeh soldiers, SR T e Ridoy |
e Beetings up and brutal tr-atment ~ere worse than ever. Special 111. _
Sreatment was meted out to the Americans, many of whom ware 0l1d menm, s |
., Four officers, in'particular, were brutally beaten up. This mmber |
inpl'dod two Duteh dootorse e e b . A KLU ORRE 2|
T beatings up were Carrisd out with wooden sliprers seross the face,
by blows with bamboo canes on th® upper and lower legs, until +he of7icer
d no lomger stand. Two of these beatings were lmovm and annroved by the
lendant, and were carried out by the interpreter K ISTRA, Y
~_ Hen wore tortured in mwm?g room by the Japanese guard:
by personal order of the Commandamt, This man hed - |
c6s but not one which merited such brital pu
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.ﬁ & , { STEET FOUR

Iyonty five men died in this camp, twenty four of them between
23.11.44 "nd 16-1;45- | ‘

This Camp wns su~poced to be a light-work camp for *the summer
months, Weg were, howover, kept all throurh a bittor winter until mid-
 January, bofore moving on Yo & botter etmp. On Dee 1 1944 soveral
‘hospltal cases and men weak physieally, from mining camps in the |
nei rhood were moved to our camp to recuperate, while £it men from
‘ . ou took their placess 7The presence of these weak and ill men
h..diﬁ ' @xplajrs the heavy doath-rollf mentioned above. Responsibility for those
m-dd/( ' deaths must lie with the higher suthorities who ordorad the move, Fpcikrm
%'a"d_ in the socond to the eallous and indifferent ettitudd adorted by the
- Commandant, Liout.SAKAMOTO., As a final ease ono physieally wenl: Dt chman
iv&dle on worldng party was beaten by the gusards so severely that he died
.ﬂit}lin wﬂ dﬂ-yan ’ .,

' On 1841.45 we moved to WAZIUA 4 miles away,

(a) mazTA
~ The move to this camp took place in a heoavy and continuous blizzard
| of snow, All men who, though sick were able to stand, were refused
. conveyance ani forced to make the march on foot. Several wore oventually
‘garried into the new camp by thoelr comrades, Within = weel of arrival
'in the new camp, six men gied,
Of all our camps in JAPAY this was by far the best for accomodation -
and . lay-out,but was largaiy uncgmpleted on our arrival, Here, 2t the
‘ond of January, we wWere joined by 193 Ameyican O0fficers a”d enlisted men,
(direct from the Pele Of these 53 died betwoen 31.1.48 and 28,4.45, In
i!adzlition, between 22,1445 and 3344425 there were 22 dgaths among the
loriginal osmp porsonn®l, Many of these wers dle Lo lack of madical supplies
| In some cases prosecriptions matie out by the Jap doetor, ware daliberately
: jiheld back by the Jap medical ordorlies, and eventuslly given to our

| doctors too lato.

| On 25 Avpil 1945 T and 9 other officers (British) togother with the

| J 'léo Amm;j..caus rom the P«ls vera foved to JINSEN BAP, KOREA,

.f' In addition to the treatment deseridved in the Torezoing pagas 1

'wish to bring out twe further points, These two points very msterially

| contributed to the mental depression inevitably suffered by prisoners.

‘1. RED CROSSt Sypplies on arrival in any of our camps wera almost

H nvariably kept back for several days by our Cormandaws, Ho stoadfastly

i refused to permit me any latitude in thelir distribution. Boots and
(elothing were lept in the Jepanese stores and never issued, 8ven whon the
‘men wWere without boots or ademate clothing, Red Cposs Vedie2l symnlies
‘were only issued in minute quantities., At WAZIMA-Camp vwith these particul
‘arly sick Amoricens from the Pel. ten casos of medieal supplies whieh

, roached the camp in t e middld of January were never igapd, The Commaniant
‘refused all applicationss - At the main store in FUXUOKA +here wers 100s
'of casos of medical stores which Were never issued o Pe0elW.. . C 8, of “hick
‘there wore 23 in tho FUNUOKA aress This ean be testified td Hhe Americen
‘Doctor, CapteWe KOSTECKI, some of my omn offisers, and by a harty of 5 mén
whose permanent work was the care and packing of all Red Cross Stores in the
main warehouses, Dospite numerous requests and protests by me no dental -
treatment was permbtted by the C ™mandant from our arrival in JAPAY, until
HAZTUA coamp ~ Over 3 yearse - 9 . |

I

~ The censoring end digtribution wes organised at P.é.w. HeQe
UCEA, The numbers of letiors eensored and distributed denended -
entirely on the vhim of the Japaneso eivilian gensors, Soveral of our omm

officors worked for many month8 in the HeQs offices, sorting thousands

of letters for the 25 camps in the FUFVOAY srea. Mers wers four civilian

gensors and on many days their combined -;le of work smounted to soms
Flae Ly U e SRR | Fs i | |
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90 letterse Our officers Imow that many lettars whieh they havo Enr‘had
s and weres congored in lareh 1945 , have never 'yet beens ent outs -

This indlfxrenca by the Japanese consors caused groat mental
:’Grn:ln %o everyons, and in additionm to the main camp Commandant in

who must take the re® onsibi li't-y, the main cuplrit was tho chief
qenaor Hp JVATANABE, ;

1 - Suwming up our experientes in Japan, in my opinion the following
Japanese officer and men are doserving of the most drastie puni shmeg
that can be meted out to them, and if instrueted to do so, I am pravared to
do a1l in my power to emsure their gomviction snd pumishment, Witnessoes
an be'produced and are ready to Come famrd/(to the groat majority of the
sorrible events recorded sbove, Tho chioef accusged are 3-
. 1l,Lieut, SAKANOTO, Commandant Ye,l Sub.camp FUKUOEA area “rom 1.1.43
| Mdli |
. 24TAKEO KATSURA the mi litary interpreter.
3¢« Sgte HORSUMI,

| The only addresses I am able to give are two given to us by KMSURA-
His two ndﬁrﬁsses CY ) - a; Imporial ‘Igir-al Eobhe
b) 23 Aza-Asani, Milata-Son, Oghima-Cum,
- Kagoshima-Ken, Japen,

:4) XOREA

| 011 27 April 1945 the 10 Br:l_-l-i‘"h Officers and 140 Ameriea- Opficars
al’*d enlisyed meén arrived at JINSTN Korea. This waes reported to be an
qffinera camp, Ireatment here was more tolerablo thanm any camp we had
proviously beem in, Worlk was veluntarys Food was searce and exhrs food was
anly issuad to offieers who worked. Medieal supplies which we have since
],aamed te be in the Camp, wore mot issued,

The Japanese doctor who wes im the Camp on our arrival gorriod

du‘c several brutal assaults om Various  risonerss His chisf vietim was the
Senior Amorican Officer who, alt Ough ﬂuff‘ariﬂw with o vory bad ulcer, he
lgnocked dmm on paraue several times in front of the whols GOTID o

| Gnﬂ Mericaﬁ 0¢ficer died s» and hie 1ife could Yovs Baon e&ved
har? the reqiisite me'ical gupplies. knowm %o be in the Camp boon igsued,

1

| A fall re‘port on This ooy will Bo wmads by the Semior Merim
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*’ STERT FIVE

90 letterse Our officers lmow that mawy lettars whieh they have sorted

s and wers censored in layech 1945 , have never yet beon s ent outs - ‘
“his indiflrence by the Japanese consors esused groat mental

gtrain %o everyone, ant in addition to the main cemp Commandant in

g who must teke the re® onsibility, the main ocuplrit wes tho ohief
qonsor lr.WATANASE, .

Swming up our experientes in Japan, in my opinion +ho following

i
!Japanase offiser and men are deserving of the most drastie punishment

hat ¢an bs meted out To them, and if instrueted to do so, I 2m prapared to
o 81l in my power to easure their comviction end pumishment, Witnesses
an beproduced and are ready to Come i‘amrd/(to the great majority of the
errible events recorded sboves The chiof accused are 3-

l.liout, SAXAMOTO, Commandant Yo,l Sub.camp FUKUOEA ares “rom 1.1.4%

onwarisSe - '
24TAKEO KATSURA the military interproter.
Se¢ S92t HORSUMI, '

- T i i el -

| The only addresses I am able to give are two given to us by KATSURA.
His two addrasses arsks (2) Tmperial Hotel Kobe '
| | b) 23 Aza-Asani, Milata-Son, Oghima-Cunm,
- Kagoshima-Kon, Japen,

(2) ronEA

| On 27 April 1945 the 10 Brisish Offigers and 140 America~ 02Piears
and enligyed men arrived at JIVSTN Korea. This wes reported o be an
officers camp. Treatment hore was more tolerablo then any camp we had
praviously been in, Work was voluntarys Food wms searce and extra food was
y issued to offiesrs who worked. Medieal supplies which we have sinee

earned te be in the Camp, woere not issued, | o

| The Japanaese doctor who wes in the Camp on our arrival eerried

out several brutal assaults om Various nrisonerss His chiof vietim was the
Senior American Offjcer who, alt Ough sufferins with & very had uleor, he

knocked down on parade several times in front of the wholo camp,

| One American Officer died , and his 1ifo could koavs Baon saved

Had the reqilsite me ical gupplies. ¥mowm %0 Ye in tho Camp beon igsueds
| T

5ﬁ A full report on this camp will Yo mads by the Semior Amevicen

1 Ticere gu &7 |
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Gonditions of Zrisoners

1940
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l. The total number of prisoners. guartered.ut -prisconer's—e«Mps,

ls 690 and their nationalities, numbers of

well g5 the locations of the culps are &as
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?2 R0 "is "iid ﬁg pggt?}h:?ia.‘;ﬁndad*1r Vsrua rec#ntly as . |
e 4
i%: ‘; ;' fﬁ' Sicﬁnd hrunch Qam@ ia located in north of 38° N. L
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mimé mgnthe 0. S forces arrive.

*#t_prilﬁiir!-hsiﬁatianalitiﬁa are ag per attached



Remarks:

In the above table, ﬁwo American officers who are
_ designated by parenthesis, landed in Korea recently as
a result of fﬁrced 1aﬁdingé.

The Second branch Camp is located in north of 38° N.L.
and 1s in the hands of Soviet Army.

At present the railway being cut off we are unable to
traﬁsfer them anywhere.

At "Heijo" the Chief Staff Officer of the Chosen Army
presented a request, ﬁith regards to the protection of the
prisoners, to he Chief Staff Officer of the Fussian Army,
Major nge;alf_but the Major alréady knew of the number of
the prisoners and of their well beingf, and he promised tﬁt
protect them fully amd to provide transportation facilities
and other conveniences when the U.S. forces arrive.
= Hames of prisoners bf nationalities are as per attached
sheet.

3. Health Conditions:

On the whole, the conditions of health are good and the

number of patients at present is as follows:

Camps .NO-_Of Percentage| Clas§ified by
. Amaeba dysentery (3)
Head Camp 12 % 7.1 Beri-beri - (4)

Other disease (5)

: s . 5 g Acute enteritis (2)
First Branch Camp : & Other disease . (3)
| 1 Malaria (25) '
Second Branch Camp 36 10.2 _
Other disease (4

'
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Others:
1. Food Supply

(2) At each camp, there are 200 chickens, %%6 rabbits
and igpigs kept by the prisoners and are being
supplied in compliénce with their request.

(b) One bettle of beer is supplied to each officer
and one bottle for each two perscné among non-
commissioned officers and soldlers.

(¢) Bread is supplied for lunch and dinner and the
r&tion has been increased.

2. Cemetery for the deceased is located at the Military

Cemetery and paying respect to those who were buried

as occasion demands has been permitted.
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sug. 27, 1945

Conditiona of Prisoners

1. The total number of orisoners juzartered =t prisoner's ecemps,
is 090 and their nationalities, numbers o7 nrisoners bv rangs, 58

#ell as the locations of the camps sre as nllows:

L

o 108 "o \ S ~ = -
| | Hes , sz | Sed | e
f Camp | Branch Branch Total
| L (Seoul) ;(Chemvlpo)r (Eonan)
_ * =
(Officers [y & 98 | 100
s '"F"h—Cﬁm:"_1 [ o ; } ST
missioned. 12 : ? 12
| Officers | | |
UI 5- AI\ e i 1 r-' -+
Soldiers | | 14 14
, | l
e . S s Rt ———
' Naval | |
0fficers ~ 2 | 14
i = * oy e
T o | c 7 \ g
[tSears |- 9% " | 10 3 | 10\
TNon-Com- | Pt o b 2 MR -
ENGLAND 'missioned | 21 | . el o7 I 96 -
- QOfficers W e RERBRIE o o e R
'Soldiers | 29 8 ' 230 | 207
o | ).!. —‘-———4,—_
inficars 5 | ‘ 1 : ©
e on-Com- . | [ I
AUSTRALIA ‘missioned 2V | 2 20

1301diura~ 7 ~ 2 31
e - it
oo oo |
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Remarks:

In the above table, two American officers who are desisnated
by parenthesis, landed in Korea recently as = result of forced
lsndings.,

3 The Second Brench Camp is located in north of ?EG N.L, and is
in the hands of Soviet Army.

At present the railwsy being cut off we are unable to transfer
them anywhere.

At "Heijo" the Chief Staff Officer of the Chosen Army presented
a reguest, with regards to the protection of the prianﬁera, to
the Chief Staff Officer of the Russi=sn Army, Major General,but the
Major already knew of the number of the prisoners snd of thelr well
beling, ané he promised to protect them fully and to provide trans-.

portetion facllities and other conveniences when the U.S. forees

arrive.

Nemes of prlisoners dy nationalities are ms per attached sheet.

3, Heglth Conditions:

On the whole, the e-nditions of health are zood and the number of

patients at present is as follows:

[ S No. of ~ Clessified by =
Camps Patients| Percentage | . Disesase
' ' Ameeba dysentery(3) |
Head Camp 12 T3 Beri-beri (4)
i | | L i _| Other disease (5)
First Brench Camp 5 | 2.9 Lcute enterities(2)
: 3 Other disease (3)
| c - 2 Balarfi.a) 2
S d Branch Cam | 302 o 2 S R
o 5 3 Other disease (4)

= - —— —

4+

Remarks: .
(1) There are six persons who are unable to walk, but they can

be transported without trouble.

(2) After Aug. 15th their works have been stopped and special
care is paid for their welfare. .
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4. Others:

l. Food Supply
(2) In order to supply meats systematically, a total of

200 chickens, 300 rabbits end about 40 pigs are raised,
but on the lﬁth of August, all of the animals had been

turned over to the prisoners for their free consumption.

(b) One bottle of beer to each officer and one bottle

between two emong N.C.0.'s and men are supplied occasionally.

(¢) Bresd is supplied for lunch snd dinner on an Iincrease

ration. Rice is supplied for breakfast due to shortage of

flour.

(?) Newspapers =re being distributed and radios are installed.
(3) Cemetery for the deceased is located at the Military
Cemetery snd paying respect to those who were buried

as occasion demands has been permitted.
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