AFFIDAVIT OF WILLIAM LANTON ADAMS, PFC, U.S.M.C. SERIAL #269733
STATE OF CALIFORNIA
:

: SS

COUNTY OF ALAMEDA
:


William Lawton ADAMS, being duly sworn, deposes and says:


My permanent home address is 521 Camelback, Phoenix, Arizona. I am 26 years old. I enlisted in the Marine Corps on 7 January 1939. I became a prisoner of the Japanese at Peiping, China, on 8 December 1941.


I was confined in Camp No. 3, Fukuoka, near Yawata, Japan, from November 1942 until 16 September 1945. During the entire time, beatings of the prisoners by the Japanese guards were frequent. I was beaten a number of times for trivial offenses such as smoking in the barracks, having matches, and violation of rules which were not generally enforced.


The most severe beating I received was during 1943. This was administered by a guard names Yama HUCHI. I do not know the reason for this beating. Yama HUCHI called me aside while returning from work. He said something I did not understand and then he stuck me with his rifle and his fists and kicked me. After we reached the barracks he detained me, while the other men went in, and beat me severely with the flat of his saber. He hit me 15 or 20 times all over my body. The worst blow was to the left side of my neck which caused me to have a lump and a stiff neck for several weeks. I was knocked out. When I came to the interpreter was there. He said, after discussion with Yama HUCHI, if I did the same thing again I would be punished by order, but did not answer my question as to what offenses I committed. That same night Yama HUCHI called me out of the barracks, took me to the guard house, beat me with his fists, and kicked me. This beating continued for about 30 minutes.


Conditions at this camp were the worst during 1943 when a Major URATA I.J.A. (phonetic) was commanding officer. He did nothing to restrain the guards who were continually beating the prisoners, and the beatings were particularly severe during this period. One Dutch prisoner was beaten so badly that he died shortly afterwards, and I believe [WLA beating] contributed to the death of many others who died of a combination of injuries, malnutrition, and lack of medical care.

While in this camp I was working in the Yawata Steel Mill and was forced to continue work during air raids. On 8 August 1945, an incendiary bomb landed near me. I was blown against a wall and when I came to, a telephone pole was on my foot and my foot was injured. One prisoner was killed and one lost his right arm in this raid. Others were injured less severely.

William Lawton Adams

23 October 1945

Subscribed and sworn to me this 23rd day of October 1945, at Oakland, California, U.S.A.


Cameron W. Wolfe


Lieutenant Commander, U.S.N.R.
