CONFIDENTIAL

RESTRICTED

STATE OF CALIFORNIA

City and County of San Francisco

We, VETALIS VERNON ANDERSON, Captain, Medical Detachment, 200th Coast Artillery A.A., AUS, ASN 0-393995, Del Norte, California, and WILLIAM ARNE BLUEHER, Captain, Medical Detachment, 200th Coast Artillery A>A., AUS, ASN 0-425988, 600 North Lafayette, Albuquerque, New Mexico, being first duly sworn, dispose and say:

While American Medical officers, we were detained by the Japanese as prisoners of war and Fukuoka, camp #3, Japan, from 25 March 1944 to 13 September 1945, and while at this camp we witnessed the severe beating in May of 1944 of Pfc. WOODALL, 131st Field Artillery, American prisoner.  WOODALL was suffering from a very severe case of beri-beri and had just been released from the camp hospital. He had stolen a shirt from the Japanese and was punished in the following manner. He was stretched and tied on a hospital stretcher and severely beaten. He was turned upside down and water poured up his nose and beaten again into unconsciousness. This treatment lasted for about four hours. On later examination we noted that he was severely bruised and swollen from his head to his feet, and we did not believe that he would live. The Japanese allowed us to give him only limited medical attention and he was forced to leave the hospital the following day. WILLIAM CASH, an American civilian prisoner, was given the identical treatment for the same offense. The Japanese immediately involved in this punishment were FIRST LIEUTENANT HATA, medical officer at the camp, MR. ASANO, civilian interpreter, MASTER SERGEANT KITA, and an unidentified Japanese Warrant Officer. Lieutenant Hata, who directed and participated in this punishment, constantly slapped and otherwise mistreated hospital patients and was known to trade and carry away American Red Cross food and Medicines.

VETALIS VERNON ANDERSON, Captain

WILLIAM ARNE BLUEHER, Captain

Subscribed and sworn to before me this   20th day of 
October
1945..

WILLIAM ARNE BLUEHER, Captain

Interviewed by George G. Barker, Agent, SIC
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