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In the matter of the beating of Maurice J. Bracken, ASN 6138422, Master Sergeant, at Fukuoka camp No. 3, Kyushu, Japan, in May 1945.

Perpetuation of Testimony of Maurice J. Bracken, Master sergeant, United States Army, ASN 6138422

 * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Taken at:


Headquarters First Service Command Army Base
Boston 10, Massachusetts
Date:



27 May 1946

In the Presence of:
Edward T. Howard, Special Agent Counter Intelligence Corps Headquarters First Service Command

Reporter:
Blanche D. Swartz, Civilian Employee Intelligence Division Headquarters First Service Command

Questions by:
Edward T. Howard, Special Agent Counter Intelligence Corps

The witness was duly sworn.

Q.   State your name, rank, serial number, and permanent home address.

A.   My name is Maurice J. Bracken, Master Sergeant, ASN 6138422. My permanent home address is 22A Washington Court, Marlborough, Massachusetts.

Q.   When and where were you born?

A.   I was born at Marlborough, Massachusetts, 6 May 1913.

Q.   Have you recently returned to the Unites States from overseas?

A.   I returned from Japan by way of Manila, P.I., arriving in the United States 4 October 1945.
Q.   Were you a Prisoner of War?

A.   Yes, I was a Prisoner of War of the Japanese.

Q.   Please give your military background leading up to your capture by the Japanese.

A.   I joined the United States Army 12 January 1936; had Coast Artillery and Quartermaster training; went overseas 27 April 1940 to Fort Mills, Corregidor, Philippine Islands, where I was acting First Sergeant of the Quartermaster Detachment and in the Inventory Section of the Supply Division until Corregidor fell 6 May 1942.

Q.   At what places were you held and state the approximate dates.

A.   After being taken a prisoner of war by the Japanese, I was held at Corregidor from 6 to 28 May 1942; was then held at Bilibid Prison, Manila, Philippine Islands, from 25 may 1942 to 17 June 1942. I was at Cabanatuan Camp No. 3 Neuva Ejica, Philippine Islands, from 17 June 1941 o 29 October 1942; then at Cabanatuan Camp No. 1, same province, Philippine Islands, from 29 October 1942 to July 1944. I left the Philippine Islands in July 1944 and after 18 days arrived at Moji, Kyushu, Japan, 3 August 1944. I was then imprisoned at Fukuoka Camp No. 3, Kyushu, Japan, from 3 August 1944 until liberation 15 September 1945.

Q.   While you were a Prisoner of War of the Japanese at Fukuoka camp No. 3, Japan, at any time were you beaten or a victim of any other atrocity at the hands of the Japanese?

A.  Yes.

Q.   Will you state what you know of your own knowledge about any or other atrocity of which you were a victim?
A.   In May, 1945, I was beaten by the Japanese supply corporal. His name was Corporal Nagakura, nicknamed the “Mad Corporal.” One evening around 7 p.m. I applied to him for the exchange of a pair of worn-out leather shoes. At that time I was working in the slag pits of the Sedetsu (phonetic) Steel Mills at Yawata, and the shoes with soles on them were needed because of the hot slag under foot. Nagakura replied that my shoes weren’t fit for exchange. I started to leave, and Nagakura started to beat me with a light stick, then with a 1” by 3” club about 4’ long. He hit me with the stick and club about 25 or 30 times, hard enough to knock me to the ground in a dazed condition. Then he made me stand at attention, and he continued to beat me with his hands. He beat me about the head and body both with the club and with his hands. At the time there was a line of prisoners all asking for exchange of shoes. The condition of the shoes made no difference. All of us prisoners who needed a change of shoes was sure to receive some kind of slap or a beating from Nagakura because we asked for shoes. That was the chance one had to take in order to get shoes which were badly needed. I knew that if Nagakura decided to refuse to exchange the shoes that there would be a serious beating. If Nagakura decided to exchange the shoes, then there would be only a slight beating, perhaps a whack on the top of the head with a light stick. Because of this situation I and other prisoners did not try to exchange shoes unless the shoes were falling off our feet.

Q.   Did any of your fellow prisoners witness this beating?

A.   Yes, there were a number of fellow prisoners in line behind me, but I do not recall their names.

Q.   What was the effect of this beating which you received?

A.   I was severely bruised about the head and body, and because of the blows on the head was in a dazed condition for a long while, about a week. I had to work the steel mill for a week while still in a daze.

Q.   Will you describe Nagakura?
A.   Nagakura, the Japanese supply corporal, was about 30 years of age; about 5’7”, weighted about 160 or 165 lbs.’ and work black horned-rimmed glasses. I don’t recall any other distinguishing characteristics.

Q.   Who was the Japanese Commanding Officer?

A.   He was a Japanese Major named Rikataki (phonetic). I have seen him watch while other prisoners were beaten, but he did not witness this beating.

Q.   Who was the Commanding officer of the prisoners?
A.   Major Dorris, 200th Coast Artillery, Anti-Aircraft.

Q.   Was any protest made to the Japanese Commanding officer regarding this beating ?

A.   No protest was made because it wouldn’t do any good. I probably would have received another beating if I had reported it to the Japanese.

Q.   Is there anything else you wish to state regarding this?

A.   No.
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Maurice J. Bracken, M/Sgt. USA

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
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I, Maurice J. Bracken, of lawful age, being duly sworn on oath, state that I have read the foregoing transcription of my interrogation and all answers contained therein are true to the best of my knowledge and belief.

____________________________
Maurice J. Bracken, M/Sgt. USA

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 
7
 day of 
June
 1946.

____________________________
John P. McNamara

Major, CMP

Chief, Investigations Branch

Intelligence Division

C E R T I F I C A T E
I, Edward T. Howard, Special Agent, Counter Intelligence Corps, certify that Maurice J. Bracken, M/Sgt, USA 6138422, personally appeared before me on 27 May 1946, and testified concerning war crimes; and that the foregoing is an accurate transcription of the answers given by him to the several questions set forth.
Place:  Boston, Mass
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Date: 7 June 1946
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