UNITED STATES OF AMERICAN
STATE OF LOUISIANA

PARISH OF WASHINGTON

CITY OF BOGALUSA

Before me the undersigned authority personally came and appeared:

HUGH E. CUTRER, JR.

who after being by my duly sworn, according to law, did depose and say:


That he served in the United States Army Air Corps from October 30, 1939 until May 18, 1946 with the 91st Bomb. Sqdn., 27th Bomb. Group; that he departed from San Francisco, California, November 1, 1941; that he landed in Manila on November 20, 1941; that he was transferred to Bataan Air Field on December 24, 1941; that he remained there until January 2, 1942 when he was converted to 2nd Regiment under colonel Doan, where he served until the surrender of Bataan on April 9, 1942; that after the surrender of Bataan he was forced on the Death March and placed in Prisoner of War camp at Camp O’Donnell for about two (2) weeks, during which time he did not learn the names of any of the Japanese in charge; that on May 6, 1942 he was transferred to camp John Hay, Baguio, Philippine Islands; that Jap Sgt. Hiroknoco was in charge of the prisoner detail to be used as truck drivers which consisted of Magnor Peterson, John Portie, Thomas D. Rayburn, Hugh E. Cutrer, Jr.; that on July 12, 1943 this detail was transferred as truck drivers to a Jap Infantry regiment stationed at Bontoc, Philippine Islands; that Jap commanding officer was Col. Sakaba; that their job was driving Jap patrols seeking guerilla bands—the Japs using the detail as a shield to protect them from being fired upon by guerilla bands; that on June 4, 1944 he and his detail were again transferred to Bilibid Prison Camp, Manila, and after two (2) weeks were transferred again to Camp No. 1 Cabanatuan, where they were forced to work on farms and air fields; that on July 15, 1944 a detail of about 1500 men was picked and transferred to Japan on the ship Nita Maru; that he was placed in the forward hole of this ship with about 600 other prisoners; that about 900 prisoners were placed in the stern hole of the ship, the trip requiring 36 days from Manila to Moji, Kyushu, Japan; that he was transferred to Camp No. 3, Fukuoka where they were used as laborers in a steel mill located at Yawata; that Major Rikatake was Jap camp commander at Camp No. 3; that during the time he was a prisoner of war  the Jap enlisted men and officers in charge treated all prisoners without consideration, food, water or rest during the Death March and in all prison camps in which he stayed, the same treatment was administered to all prisoners; that the Jap officers named above are responsible for the treatment he received and are the only names he can remember.

Further Deponent sayeth not:

Hugh E. Cutrer, Jr.

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 16th day of August, 1946.

Ernest Fuhrmann

Notary Public

(My Commission is for life.)
