C O N F I D E N T I A L

AFFIDAVIT

STATE OF California
)





)  SS

COUNTY OF Los Angeles
)

In the matter of the beating of S/Sgt. George A. BARHAM by the Japanese at Camp No. 3, Fukuoka, Japan.


I, GEORGE A. BARHAM, S/Sgt., United States Army, ASN 6582940, 22120 Moneta Avenue, Torrance, California, being duly sworn and upon my oath depose and state that:


I am an American citizen, having been born in Memphis, Tennessee on 23 January 1918. I was a member of the Coast Artillery, United States Army, and was captured on Corregidor on 6 May 1942. I was detained on Corregidor for two weeks and on 20 may 1942, was sent to Bilibid Prison, Manila, P.I. On 23 May 1942, I was moved to Cabanatuan Camp No. 3, where I remained until October 1942. On 28 October 1942, I was transferred to Cabanatuan Camp No. 1, and was interned there until July 1944. In July of 1944, I was sent to Camp No. 3 Fukuoka, Japan, arriving there 4 August 1944. I remained at this latter camp until the war ended on 15 August 1945. I arrived in the United States on 28 October 1945.


While I was interned by the Japanese at Camp No. 3, Fukuoka, Japan, from 4 August 1944 to 15 August 1945, I was severely beaten by two Japanese sentries. The incident occurred about 15 January 1945. At that time I had a bad case of beri beri in my left leg and as a result could barely move. I was allowed to remain in quarters because of my condition. I also had a large carbuncle on my left knee. On the above stated date we had an air raid alarm. At the time of the alarm I was lying on my straw mat. Two Japanese sentries came into the barracks and began talking to me in Japanese. I could not understand what they were saying although I knew that they wanted me to go to the air raid shelter. However, due to my condition, the American doctor there, a Lt. Armstrong, told me that in case there was an air raid I should remain in the barracks. When I made no attempt to get up and go to the air raid shelter, both Japanese sentries began to hit me with the butt of their rifles. They swung them at me as hard as they could and hit me on the legs, arms, body, and one side of my head. Had I not covered my face with my arms the blows would have landed on my face.  While the Japanese were beating me in this manner, one of them hit me on the carbuncle on my left knee. The carbuncle was not ready to break and besides being very painful, the blow later on caused me a lot of trouble. After they had beaten me for about seven or eight minutes, they pulled the covers off and dragged me by the arms to the cement floor in the center of the barracks. They kicked me a couple of times and when they put me down on the cement floor they kicked me several times in the side. At that moment some American prisoners of war grabbed me and carried me to the air raid shelter. I was unable to walk back and had to be carried to the barracks by two other prisoners. As a result of the beating and the beri beri, was almost paralyzed for about three months, and during this time I developed beri beri throughout my entire body. The bruises I received from the beating healed in due time although the carbuncle bothered me for many months after the beating, in fact it bothered me for a long time after the war ended.

One of the Japanese sentries who beat me was a five star guard whom we called “Tojo”. He was one of the civilian guards who was discharged from the Japanese Army due to disability. He was about thirty years of age, 5’8” in height, and weighted approximately 165 pounds. He wore horned-rimmed glasses. He appeared to be the ranking sentry in the camp. I cannot name or adequately describe the other sentry who took part in the beating. I believe that the Japanese Commanding Officer in the camp at that time was a Major Ricky Ticky (phonetic spelling). He was a very stout man and partially bald and was approximately sixty years of age, 5’8” in height and 185 pounds in weight.

The above information constitutes all of the pertinent details of the incident I am now able to recollect.

GEORGE A. BARHAM, S/Sgt.


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 22 day of January 1946 at LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA
.
PHILIPPE de c. GARNIER


Captain MI

SUMMARY COURT
1

