Harry S. Truman to Richard Russell, August 9, 1945. Official File,
Truman Papers.

August 9, 1945

Dear Dick:

I read your telegram of August seventh with
a2 lot of interest.

I know that Japan 12 a terribly cruel and
uncivilized nation in warfare but I can't
bring myself to believe that, because they
are beasts, we should ourselves act im the
Same manner.

For myself, I certainly regret the necessity
of wiping out whole populations because of
the ®*pigheadedness® of the leaders of & nation
and, for your information, I am not going to
do it unless 1t is lhlﬂlll;ll;’ neecessary. It
iz my opinion that after the Russians enter
into wer the Japanese will very shortly fold

up.

¥y object is to save as many American lives
ag possible but I also have a humane feeling
for the women ané children in Japan.

Eincerely yours,

HARRY s, TRIDzAY

Homorable Richard B, Russell ,pf#/07%
¥inder 2 Jasri
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Correspondence between Harry S. Truman and Samuel
Cavert, August 11, 1945. Official File, Truman Papers.
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August 11, 1945

¥y dear Mr, Cavert: . _H

I appreclated very much your telegram of :
August ninth, ¥

Nobody 1s more disturbeé over the use of PPa by
Atomic bombs than I am but I was greatly < [/ +!°=
disturbed over the unwarranted attack by  , |4 7. 774o4

the hpl:u- an iurl Harbor and their P, ’
murder of our prisone « The on i-‘-i-m'“m mﬂﬁm
language they seem to unders is mh Poanl

one we have been using to bombard them. x190-§

Then you have to deal with a beast you have x;q?

to treat him as a beast. It is most re-
grettable bhut neverthelecss true.

fincerely yours,

HARRY 8. tRUMAN ;

Mr. Eamuel ¥eCrea Cavert ¢« pf+ 33
- Sodwotesy A 213
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Harry S. Truman to Roman Bohnen, December 12, 1946. President's
Secretary's File, Truman Papers.

December 12, 1946

¥y dear ¥Wr. Bohnen:

I aprrecisted very much your letter of December second
snd thank you for suggesting to lr. Hayer of H.C.M.

that I become a movie star. In the first place I haven't
the talent to be a movie star and, in ihe second place,

I a= sure you will do the rart creditably.

The only objection to the film, as it was, was that it
appeared to have bDeen & snay judgment program. It was
anything but that - the use of the atoale was de-
l1iberated for long hours and many weeks, and
it was discussed with the Gecretary of Jtate, the fecre-
tary of War, the Secretary of the Navy and the CGeneral
Staff of the Allied Armies, as well as with ¥r. Churchill

‘n’d ll'.. lttl“i

Yhen it was finally demonstrated in FHew Vexico that the
operation of the bomb was & successful one, it was de-
cided to pive the Japanese ample warnimg belore the bomb
was dropped. I have no qualms sbout it whatever for the
sim~le reason that it was believed the dropping of not
more than two of these bombs would bring the war to a
close. The Japanese in their conduct of the war had
been vieious and eruel savages and I cane to the comelu-
sion that if two hurdred and fifty thousand young
Americans could be saved {rom slaaghter the bomb should
be dropped, and it was.

i survey was made and the ecities on which the bombs were
¢ropped were those whiech were devoted almost exclusively
to the mamufscture of ammunition and weapoms of destruec-
tiom. A
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As I said before, the only objection to the fllm
was that I was made to appear as if no considera-
tion had been glvem to the effects of the result
af dropping the bomb - that is an absolutely wrong

impression.

Eincerely yours,

HARRY S. TRUMAN

¥r. Soman Bohnen
10537 Valley Spring Lane
North Hollywood, California




Harry S. Truman to Mrs. Haydon Klein, Jr., August 4, 1964. Post-
Presidential File, Truman Papers.

HARRY S5 TRUMAN
INDEPENDENCE, MISSOURI

Aungust 4, 1964

Dear Mrs. Klein:

In reply to yours of the 28th of July, the matter about
which you wrote me - the atomic bomb - is one that is
of interest to most people. The only reascon the atomic
bomb was used was because it was a weapon of war.

While I was on the way home from Potsdam I sent a
mesgage to the Japanese Government asking them to
surrender unconditionally and I hoped that would end
the war. They refused and then I ordered the bombs
dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki, just as I would
have used the long gun as the Germans did in the first
World War.

The dropping of those bombs ended the war and that
was the objective. There is nothing to take home with
you to sleep with - it was a means to end the war and
save 250, 000 men from being killed on our side and that
many on the Japanese side, plus twice that many being
injured for life. You will find this information in my
Mempoire and in any other documents.

I have never worried about the dropping of the bomb. It
was just a means to end the war and that is what was

accomplished.

MMrs. Haydon Klein, Jr.
Reoute 2, Box 100-A
Attalla, Alabama
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