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EABAPHRAST OF TRLEGRAM SENT p
Crom the Spec 21 'Wai Probrems Ly
103 Anerican tion, Bern. ARTMEN, o STAE fU:

FROH o T Jtate, Vashing
DATED  Jume ©9, 1048, Wan-Cd ﬁﬁwf
oate: UL 4 1D

NUMBER: 2183,

With veference to your 320§ of June 23 plmu
tell the Swiss that aeco to Egle what he de-
scribes as technical difficulties may lead to &
delay before vieits can be made to newly established
prisoner of war ocamps in Peking and vieinity. Please
ask Swigs %o lnk puulnl.nn a8 goon g8 posaible to
1'1-11 these ¢ The Swise may desire te tell the

epanede author thl that the Amerloan authorities
nxml porult neutrel representatives to vieit camps
even when those caups are nev,

OREW i
(ACTING) %
(EAP)

T11,.031144/G=2345

SWP s CMlarey s lnv 7/3/486
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GnECE LIET

1. Date of your arrival at Peking

2, Fleare state its exsct location if poesible, or if this cannot be done

please describe its location with reference to other cities or trom
Lo tieg or prominent Jand
marke. Mﬁ.ﬁzﬁﬁaﬁ&“ﬁf ﬂz&mﬂﬁd’_ﬁﬁ_ﬁ_ﬁe_

_%Mmmﬁﬁ were Morrs mug/ Lasht el

71.124&_-

3. Lhen was camp first occupied by prisoners of war? lere the first occupants

~mericans, British, Dutch or australiens? Ju Juwne /F¥S. Brrer ICEN /

Loy LLyeLs. =

4. MNumber of americens in your group and name of senior imerican officers.

_-SIA_MZ&M &, @A/Wﬁg f/f/z Z fid(.

5. Flease give figurees on personnel in this camp to the best of your knowledge.
Your own group should be included in these figures.

wmericans // Mo N, British _Jloxe.
ATmy _M&K Dutch Mﬂ,
hevy 2 WEN Lustraliens /Y/oN E.
Jdarines —M&d/ Chinese ___ffon e,

Civilians _J NN any other nationality M,ﬂ(ﬂ,

Total _// ME N
©. Lames and titles of Japanese camp officiels, _MQM.

_._.Qﬂﬂf_‘ﬁ’ém?e_ﬁg}ﬂ Wwas a /"/”g:?f'a 2.

7. Flease describe the condition of the following facilities:

i
8, cize of compound end type of fence. m,{m

b. Housing

1. kumber of barracks. _Jua AA’e VA,
2. £ize of barracks, :!:?dé_‘:/lﬂﬁj? 30 ;‘ff?/ Hf!&.

_,___-:'._




e e e e i — eSS TS

1ype of roof (Fable.
5. Type of floor JZVJNE[L_

e e R —

G. Type of interior construction _,L‘;?_LWM" &ZM‘G_+
PR oot on beth Sidles

¢. Letriner

1. Location _,'_;ji_ﬁaz_g_,é_{’ﬂ# M,

= —

— = -

e e I e I ————

e RS —

i i LD WY b o8 A

e

¢. ~‘Bathinz

1. Locetion _/Af ld{@ﬁ&ﬂ-ﬁiﬂ

2. Type ﬁﬁ}#éfm éﬁf/{
3, Cige Mﬁ?ﬁ/cﬂgf e SLeed MQ(E:

1. Typs “’iﬂﬂ}ﬂﬁi

| 2. amount of ﬂm_&ﬁﬂ_ﬁrz]gjz{zﬂﬁsw_f_cgﬁ_ﬂ_fﬂzfl.
ONE Clp efwaten [pee Limes aday

3.  Frervaration &r e_g_/___ A1

L. Guality ]gfgﬁy Vé"ﬁv Zx#/ﬁ

[ .
£. edicel attention and typs of hospital. &MMM

o Hospited #5318

M.~ f—



;«-—éf iype of work performed by prieoners of war,

a. uJffizers A/ﬂ A/ P

b,  Enlisted ilen __A/ajfe

9., “hat were the working conditions?

10, Describe the conditions and reetrictions on the rending and receiving of meil.

 Covdd/ o sendon pecscve

11, How much vere the prismners of war paid?

a. Officers _d/iféﬂ?
b. Enlisted men MA{:?Q

12. lumber of Ked Croses parcels received and dates received. A/gyg

13. Clothing situation

a. Lhat vas issued by the Jderaiisse and dates. CJM_MAL—M
09 2/C CJM e once a Weel
14, How was your treatmen,. _2"7" 7 A 26 é&!ﬁf

15, Hovw was morale? é%gg LUl

16, 'Yhat were the relipious facilities? WE&{F

19. Date of departure from this camp? Zéiﬁ,ﬁi@.ﬂﬂﬁj“

18. HNumber of imericans in this group? Jf,[ﬂﬁi_m
19, Conditione en route and nemes of towne throuzh which y'e::u passed. MM

Ay e ahs Cor ol iat LBy __/fh-’F

_ terice Ffe Lewy K Lor

L9,

W



20. Destination, j&w (LM

21: # rough sketch of the camp's lay-out showing the approximate eize of the
buildings. Flease meke sketch on reverse side of check list.

?2. Name, ranl and eddress of other officers or enlisted men who can furnish
information concerning this prisoner of war camp.

Co07 ConnMphors LSM )Sgh oL Coulson dom.c

3 L LpLerzes USIAC. /S ol Q6 Fattles USML.

23. Your neme, rank, serial number, orpanizaetion and home addrese.

_ZAharles Flbert Stewanrs

M%Jﬂﬂ%ﬂmﬁ%ﬁc

IF THIT FORJ DGEE NOT CONTAIL SUFFICIEWT RO USt HEVZIRSEL EIDES.

NOT=: =any other information vhich in your opinion vill be of interest to this
office should be placed on the reverse eide of the check list.



".;;,:fﬂ CHECK LIZT

1. bDate of your arrival at Nanking /z s /7 /9 e~
L » &

2. Flemse rtate its exact loccation if poesible, or if thie ecannot be done
please describe its location with reference to other cities or prominent, land

marks. mwwkm_@iif% _.H"M’tﬁ

M@fﬁm.ﬁﬂ Was & evr’a i EEJﬂH‘?‘J |

ﬁMmJM;&JMMMéZMZé w5 a Z"( |
[ L2 o

2. khen was camp first occupied by prisoners of war? Tere the first occupante

~mericans, British, Dutch or austrelians?  {pase Are Sty /¥ 2 pes <

rrerraan Zrary fhens _aﬁz’ée._&m'!z‘ﬂ_gﬁzﬁﬂ

4. lhumber of americans in your group and name of senior ~merican officers, .

Zmes./ Con /4 . US.M

5. [rlease give figures on personnel in thie camp to the best of your knowledge.
Your own group should be included in these figures.

imericans _ /S MEN. British _AVenNeE.
irmy _ &/ M eN buteh _AoneE.

Nevy Z A2eA ﬁustraliah;ﬁ R
Fhere were, Chinvese, o7

Jdarines & PN Chinese 24 —ﬂﬂli—i&,fz’#ﬂ
a"af;‘ Hwowy frow #arﬂyi;_#:
NE, -

Civilians / Mg AL ) any other nationality

Total /L2 €A
6. Lames and titles of Japanese camp officials. MM_{_&_M_Q&K‘M__

ﬂqMﬂﬂaﬁMM&f
ot ficers op saristes naen:

7. Flease describe the condition of the following facilities:

sk 7 (&) ()
a., =ize of compound and type of fence. SeeN Mé’fz& &,
I JE ﬂ.ﬁﬂ_# _gp F

MAM%MM@MHMMW;
nousing 47 Hfﬁ;f y I

b.
Sa v
jumber of barracks. :Z_Gé_{f_{/ﬁi’ﬂ'*ﬂf //f/f.l—"fﬂ MMK |
. |
2. Eize of barracks. _fﬁ_ﬁ_[{fﬁgﬂagég I Wide , |

f—i
-

—_— — -—
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Iype of conetruction &Lé(ﬁ H,gg_,_tz_[ﬁm_ﬁfiﬁl_

i« 1ype of roof Eﬂgéﬂ(ﬁ.&_.,_-*ﬁ_-_..-_
2« Type of floor _!,ﬂf"a#g[_________ o b ol R ST e i

0. Type of interior construction iﬁ’;ﬁf&_&i gM ﬁ/M_ T
WIIh oo Ms o ots scales
c. Latrines ,ét:rt.! /flﬁ-*f:

1, Location _i&_ﬂ&_@_& oo, T oz £

- — e — L — e —— e - ——

—_ -

e . - - =

_—— | e e e e e —— -

_ﬁpczﬁ:f D ; > ) iy

d. Bathins ,zwfe. Fo b,
" 1. Loecation gdlg Im,j_é_/_/?gﬂ,! e,

2. lype Lrequl L%LMJMM_
Mﬁu ﬂﬁn_zim.zjuf_zésé ofwater Ler allprisone
3. Uize fyiﬁ&ﬂgg%?,#ﬂedm

€. a2l

Type _;ip__i;&M_fZﬁm

2, «~mount of fooc _%P pé E{Q&,_ﬂ_ﬁ‘ﬁ gg Eém%
ﬁaﬁa.ﬁ{;! 2w ﬁ/ﬂ'//éﬂﬂ Fipres m,e;-.‘ét?l/,

3. Frervaration J_g!_ﬁ_g/ e a2 2

L. Guelity VerV Zx)"f/f i 2

£. iledical attention and type of hospital A{ﬁ ﬂﬂd{&ﬂ_ﬂ__ﬂi{_ﬂﬂ
A&ﬁa.%pizfaé e 2




rpe of work performed by prironers of war.

Officers _ppe.

— e — -

b. Lnlisted Jen Aowe.

2. that were the vorking condition=?

10, Describe the conditione and restrictions on the sending and receiving of mail,

._Cﬁ_{/_/a/ NoZ senN C/ @ %M@J_&ﬁﬁziq e fers @ e
A 7 Sovr PIONIAS .

11. How much vere the prieoners of war paid?

a, Officers _&Q?IJMF

b. Enlisted men (_’kgl’}fjﬁﬁ'?
12, Lumber of hed Grast rarcels received and dates received. _Aygdﬂl

1

e s —

m

13, Clothing situation
8. \hat vas issued by the Jspanese and dates. _,:Zﬂ_ E’_M{ﬁéﬂ&._

one For wntep fone f Smwm,!@uﬂmep one_ 2 Mo,
14, How was your treatment: 2)“_ Was /éﬁ?&lz i e#ﬁflé

15, Hovw vas morale? C; 28 q{

16. That vere tne religiocus facilities? f?{bﬁd’_ﬂ

13. Date of deperture from this campi _.E:" / I el
18, Rumber of smericans in this groups? \.S'JI ”_AK_
Conditions en route and names of towns throuzh which you passed. MM

ﬁ/ /EM , 202/, mﬂ_)/A/_Zie Fowns Lookes aleck e Se/me
25 Akl waps S




20, Destination. Mééﬂrﬁﬁﬁ@'gzﬂ LE#MJE (Zfz./f”'?

21l. & rough sketch of the camp's lay-out showing the approximate gize of the gff #
Ao

buildings, Flease make sketch on reverse side of check lict, AN WN, L)
SeL,

22. Name, ranl and eddress of other officers or enlisted men who can furnish
information conecerning this prisoner of war camp.

Cop? Connitgbers USH ) Sprtlih Covlson IS 190
Spl Q. Grierets UsMC/Sqt CLo Baltles. Vs IIC.
A (Bl LT Lrewes dsh. [hok dad Lorp JSE. [fohiZad Mol sop

USLE L Lorsie ) Sg) Deshares USERLE

23. Your name, rank, serial number, orpanizetion and home addrese,

ZAgrles Flbers Sre w#ﬂ/"eﬁ%@;‘ SO D” %Mi@a
S Te S ”mg,éé&?z ..5’/.2' 20/5, /_M”faﬂﬂ/

IF THIE FOoRd DOES NOT COnTATNv SUFFICIE.T ROJ4 UST REVERSE SIDES.

NOTE: any other information which im your opinieon vill be of interest to ihis
office should be placed on the reverse side of the check list.
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Z/JPS /MBG Hongkong 1
: PRISONERS OF WAR CAMPS AND MILITARY HOSPITALS |

LY

o IN HONGKONG A, I t’};;-'f”,l

+8d-ted—on 155&i£'c&mber 1843, by Mr. R. Zindel.
Erom the Spectal War Problems jon

Iy = - TE 10:
- P ARTHENT ﬂliﬂi@ni December 1943, I inspected the following localities:

‘ L&)Elﬁt: ..... .;nr3xbmﬁﬂff“ Argyle-Streey (Officers)Camp

m Bm PR Shamshuipo Camp

!nate: . GRS = Bowen Roed Military Hoepital

The Commgnder-in-chief of thesge camps, nappened to be
DI absent
from Hongkong at the time of my visit, but hls Adjutant, as well as

several of his Officers, kindly zccomoanled me on v
ed me every courtesy, ; i my vielte and show-

Slnce my last vislt to the Prisoners of War Camps, two sub-
stantial transfers of Prisoners of War from Hongkong Camps to Camps
in other parts within the Jepense Empire had tcken place, one in
Avguet and one in December, the latter only a few days prior to my
vielt. Tt 1is difficult to estimate the present total strength of the

camps and hospitals visited, but there should now remsin roughly
2,000 Britlish Officers and Men.

1) Argyle-Street Camp:-

The locatlon and facilitlies of thle camp have been deseribed in
earller reports and the only new acauisition, as far as I could as-
certain, 1s a falr-sized Recreatlion and Concert Hall, Yhe C mp made
the vsual clean and orderly impression, althouzh some of the bunks
in the barracks asppeared somewhat the worse for wear.

I understand that most of the high-ranking Officers in the
Hongkong Camps have been transferred to a Camp 1n Taiwan and I now
estimate the Argyle-Street Camp strength to be around 400 Officers
gnd Men, as compared with an estimated 500 on my previous visit in

une.

There were D or 6 patients in the camp hospitsel, at least one
of whom wae suffering from oronounced Avitamlnosis.

The Library in the Camp is well supplied with books of all kinds,
but the need for replsescement 1s neverthelese becoming apparent; it
hag therefore been suggested, and mean-while been acted upon, that
periodical exchanges of books be made between the Argyle-Street and
Shumshuipo Camps.

The spacious Recreatlon and Concert Hsll contsins s stage, on
which the 30 musical instrments supplied through the Hongkong De=
legation of the Internatiomal Red Cross Committee were on dieplay
durling my visit.

A Catholic Briest, Prisoner of War, is now 1ln attendance at the
Camp, whilst previously religious services of the Catholle Church
were availaeble only occaelonally.

The large Garden-plot ppposite the Camp is under active cultil-
vetion by the Prisoners of War, some 20 to 30 of whom are dally
seen working in the garden.

Whilst my previoue visits to the Argyle-Street Camp left me with |
the distinct impression that the Prisoners of Wer ln thils particular I
Camp were doing conparatively well, I found during my latest vislt,
thet, generslly-speaking, the Prisoners were looking notlceably thin-
ner, while observation I took the liberty of bringing to the attention
of the Camp Authorities.
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<) Shamehuioo Camp:-

A€ a result of transfers to Campe in other partes Jap~-
anese Kmpire, the number of ?rismnﬂrg of War in the this;ﬂfﬂgagam
nas been further reduced and the Camp on the day of my visit made E
rather "empty" impression, which mey nave been enhanced by the fact
that on this vislt the Prisoners of War were agaln moetly confined
to thelr barracks, whilst during the June visit they were permitted
to follow thelr usual routine of work end pley. ‘ 5

I estimate that the present number of FPrisoners W
Shamshulpo Camp 1s between 1,200 and 1,500 Officers agg fﬁi 1gftﬂgnm
between 200 and 700 are on the sieck-ligt and being taken ca%e of in
the Camp Hospitels; thie number of patients includes comparatively
few serious cases; smong lighter cases, nany are actually able to move
about. There are indlcations, however, thet Vitamin deficiency :
€t11ll is one of the mall problems in the Camp, 2lthough a large and
well-run Hospltal-Kitehen 1is doing excellent work in cooking for the
patients as best 1t can under prevalling conditions. '

T wes perm tted to inspect any of thg premlises in use in the
Camp and was happy %o notice a number of further smell lmprovements to
the Camp facllitles, elthough, in genersl, my impreseions were similar
to those obtelned during my last 1943 vigit.

The Shoe-Repsir and Teiloring Depertments Have been functioning
without interruption for many months, but the former appears to be
somewhat handicapped by a shortage of sultable recair-materials. y

The Pilg and Poultry Farm hed undergone a considerable extension
since my June visit. In spite of the slaughter for Christmas-time of |
18 fully-grown plgs, there were still about 80 pigs on the premises,
of whlch some 60 were sucklingpigs.

Chlcken-Breeding le zlso going on apsce, whilst the eggs not used
for hatchling purposes are delivered to the Camp Hospital.

The Xltchens and Bekerles are functioning well. I understand
that in order to stretch available suppliee of flour, 40% of finely
ground Rice 1s belng sdded; the bresd, however, remains gquite palatable

The Canteen wes not as well stocked as during my previous visit,
presumably indicating that POW h=ve lese money to spend partly no
doubt as a result of the sbsence nf pocket allowances from the Inter-
netional Red Croee Committee, owing to =2 temporary depletion of
British Funds,

The (Garden-Plot adjoining the Camp continues to be under active
cultivetionby the FPrisoners of Wer; in addition, many smsll Vegetable-
plots have sprung up inside the Crmp, eround the Barrascks and along the
roads, providing welcome extra-food.

The Barrecks visited were clesn and tidy.

Sporte and Entertainment continue to be provided in sdeduate
messure, whilst Religlous Services &f 211 Feiths are avallable re-

gularly.
3) Bowen-Road Military Hospital:=-

On the day of my visit, there were perhaps between ?ﬂﬂ to 250
patients in the Hospltal, mf which sbout 10 were in the T.E.Ward.
The Doctors and mele nursee, all Prisoners of War, number about 70.

I wae given to understand, thet only a comparatively small por-
soption of the patients represent really serious cases, whilst the
me jority are liént or welking csses; Avitamlnosis still appears to

be the main cause of trouble.
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The Dispensary continuee to be well-stooked

. - d wilth most eseenti
: ﬂed;cinzs. whillset I have recently been able to provude the Hnsnitail
wlth X-Bay filmse, thanks to suppllies recelved through the gunﬂ.mfficea

of the Yokohama and “hanghsi Delegations + T . |
Committee, : e of the Tnternationzl Red Crog

‘he Library is well supplied with a wide assortment of Booke

and the person in charge of 1t appeare to be ver:
to take pride in his work, PP ery efflclent and Beems

Ine Hecreatlon-Boom i& clean, well-lighted and &
ES : = - . DPEaTrE
ite purpose well, ' * ppeare to serve

4) General Femarks:-

The Weekly Parcel-Service to the Argyle-Street snd Shamshulpo
Camps and to the Bowen-Road Milltary Hospitasl has continued to fun-
ctlon satlsfactorily without interruption. However, owilng to de-
pleted sourceesof the senders, and as a result of the greatly in- |
creased cost of moet articles usuclly sent to the Campe, the size |
and variely of the parcels has noticeably diminished during recent
montns and 1n many caees the dispetch of parcels had nerforce to stop
completely. :

A lerge number of Fducatlonal Booke have been sent into the
Camps by Tndlvidusls, through the medium of this Office; this ori-
vilege has temporarlly been suspended recently, but 1s expected to
be resumed agsin before long.

The Mall-Service to and from the Camps has been functioning fair-|
ly setisfactorlily, but mall from abroerd is still subject to long ;
delays, -

In conclueion, I would like to exprese my gratitude to the
Commander-in-Chief of the Camps, =2nd to his Staff of Officers; no-
body can deny that they are faclng a difficult task, as Hongkong
s in a particularly unenviable position under war-time condisions,
depending se it does on the imprt by eca of most of its food-
supplies., ©oSupplementary supplies from Red -Cross sources, by one
of the Exchange-shlps, are therefore eagerly awalted particularly
as no Redcross Store have been delivered here since the "Kamakura
Mzaru" arrivals in October 1942.
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——————INCOMING CABLEGRAM J

Fres * ° -oig) | INTERNATTON&EH, COMMITTEE OF THE RED GROSS

[ el OF STALLE . Ref. C/x

}'T"'c' FEB 6 .1945 7 Date received: January 31, 1945

Intererolxrouge
Geneva, Switzerland

1432 OUR DELEGATE HONGKONG VISITED DECEMBER 2e2ND 1944

HONGKONG POW CAMPS STOP HE FOUND CONDITIONS SIMILAR THOSE DESCRIBED
OUR 11856 EXCEPT FOR FOLLOWING POINTS

SRIMO SHAMSHUIPO ESTIMATED CAMP STRENGTH 1200 WHEREOF SOME 300
PATIENTS ACCOMMODATED 8 HOSPITAL BARRACKS ATTENDED BY 9 BRITISH
DOCTORS AND AMPLE MALE NURSINGSTAFF STOP LIBRARY CONTAINS o,000
?DLUHEE:BTGP FARMSTOCK CONSIDERABLY REDUCED DUE SHORTAGE FODDER

SECUNDO SHAMSHUIPO CAMP N ESTIMATED STRENGTH 400 WHEREOF SOME

= S

30 ACCOMODATED CAMPHOSPITAL STOP LIVING ACCOMMODATIONS SUBSTANTIALLY
ENLARGED BY ADDITION SEVERAL BARRACKS LIBRARY CONTAINS 1500 VOLUMES
STOP SINCE PREVIOUS VISIT VEGETABLE GARDEN AREA GREATLY EXTENDED BUT
POULTRYFARM REDUCED TO 96 CHICKENS. :
TERTIO BOWNEROAD MILITARY HOSPITAL EBTIMATED STRENGTH 150

PATIENTS INCLUDING 12 T CASES SOME 20 EYECASES AND STILL SOME WAR-

WOUNDED ABOUT 60 DOCTOR AND MALE NURSES ATTEND STOP LIBRARY CONTAINS
3,000 VOLUMES STOP PREDOMINANT CAUSE SICKNESS VARIOUS CAMPS AVITAMIN-
08IS MAINLY BERIBFRI IN SOME CASES AFFECTING VISION BUT CAMP AUTHOR-
ITIES STATE MOST CASES MILD AND IMPROVING STOP SEVERAL CASES INFECT-
I0US ENTEROCOLITIS ISOLATED STOP BELIEVE HEALTH CONDITIONS GENERALLY
IMPROVED SOMEHWAT COMPARED PREVIOUS VISIT AND UNDERSTAND MORTALITY RATE

CONTINUES LOW STOP BIMONTHLY PARCELSERVICE ALL CAMPS UNINTERRUPTEDLY
MAINTANIED STOP ALL CAMPS RECEIVE COPIES LOCAL ENGLISH LANGUACE




-E-n

NEWSPAPER 8TOP CANCEL OUR 1385 THIRDLY CONCERNING MONTHLY
CORRESPONDENCE WHICH REMAINS AS STATED OUR 1186 STOP GENERAL MAINTENAN(
- ALL CAMPS MAKES EXCELLENT IMPRESSION BUT NEED SUPPLEMENTARY PROTEIN-
FOODS FATS AND VITAMINS PARTICULARLY GROUP B UNDOUBTEDLY CONTINUES

STOP CAMP AUTHORITIES GRANT DELEGATION NECESSARY FACILITIES FOR
SUPPLYING RELIEF

INTERCROS8 G2360



. - / 2 / :
Heceived from Delegate, 11 September 1944

Vieit: 10 August 1944 SHAMSHUIPO POW CAMP

TREET prisoners of war were transferred to Shamshuipo about the middle
of lay but are segregated from the remainder and galled CAMP N,

Estimate 1700 officers and men
Fatients = 300 Shamshuipo Hospital
4LO Camp K
Majority of fit men are transferred to Japan,

The camp is well organized and disciplined, treatment good, morale
feir, premises clean and tidy, clothing adequate but footwear poor. Ample
living space and general accomodations are provided in one-storied brick-built
well lighted and ventilated army barracks with concrete floors, Lach camp has
separate large vegetable garden, medium siszed pig and poultry farms, dressing
stations, kitchens, canteen, shower baths, and lavatories. Shamshuipo has
modern dental eliniec, shoe repair, tailoring and metal workshops.

Standard rations were unobtainable. Parcel deliveries have been
modified to twice a month. Delegate unable to supplement food due to lack of
funds. Canteen well stocked.

There are regular medical inspections. Medicines and dental supplies

are provided by the camp authorities. The staff of doctors and male nurses

are prisoners of war. FPatients suffer mainly from enteritis, avitaminocsis,

few cases of malaria and TB - no diptheria or epidemics, '
Libraries are well provided and religious services are avallable.

Monthly mail allowance: 1 letter of post card (50 word maximum)
for overseas and 1 post card for local use,

Condition of the camps ie generally satisfactory and the delegate
is convinced of the sincere goodwill and efforts of the camp authorities,

Intercroixrouge L9873




From: Special Division
Department of State
To: War Department(PUG)
5/3/43 PLAIN
TLLEGRAM SENT
February 25, 1943

AMERICAN LEGATION.
BEERN.

475, twenty-fifth.
Department's 1596, June 1?, <335, October 8.

AMERICAN INTERESTS, HONGKONG.

Information has been received by the Department that the
Captain and the remaining crew of the Admiral Y.S. Williams
are being held at Sham Suil Po prisoners of wer Camp, Kowloon,
Hongkong.

Investigation is to be made and reply expedited.

(HULL)

1596
TELLEGRAN BENTY iier
June 19, 1942.

Certain number of names from the 'Williams' was not included
in list of Americans to be repstriated from Hongkong and
Department wishes explanation and information concerning this.
Whereatiouts of these men 1s rejuested as this undertaking is
to inelude all Amerifans at Hongkong.

(HULL)

af.- May 14, 1943




Copy of Telegram from:
INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS COMMITTEE

1/21/44,
Rec'd Jan 24, 1944

Delegate reports following concerning his visit December 16 to
Argyle Street and Shamshuipo Prisoner of War Camps., Also Bowen Road
Military Hospital,

Camp authorities permitted the delegate to inspect all
premises of the camp, Estimated strength is about a little over
2,000 officers and men.

Camp conditions are satisfactory. There is extensive
pig and poultry farming, vegetable gerdening.

Prisoners have sports and recreation.

Welkly parcel service &nd canteens are working well.

Morale 1s gocod.

aif - 3/2/u4



Incnming Gablagr&m IRC #1_135’ 6 Sﬁpt,gmbﬂr l?hj_} {. ’ h:
Received from Delegate, 11 September 194l e U

+ 108
Visit: 10 August 1944 SHAMSHUIPO POW CAMP

ARGYLESTREET prisoners of war were transferred to Shamshuipo about the middle
of May but are segregated from the remainder and called CAMP N.

Estimate 1700 officers and men
Patients - 300 Shamshulpo Hospital
4O Camp N
Majority of fit men are transferred to Japan,

The camp 1s well organized and disciplined, treatment good, morale
fair, premises clean and tidy, clothing adequate but footwear poor. Ample
living space and general accomodations are provided in one-storied brick-built
well lighted and ventilated army barracks with concrete floors. Each camp has
separate large vegetable garden, medium sized pig and poultry farms, dressing
stations, kitchens, canteen, shower baths, and lavatories., Shamshuipo has
modern dental clinic, shoe repair, tailoring and metal workshops.

Standard rations were uncbtainable. Parcel deliveries have been
modified to twice a month. Delegate unable to supplement food due to lack of
funds. Canteen well stocked.

There are regular medical inspections. Medicines and dental supplies
are provided by the camp authorities, The staff of doctors and male nurses
are prisoners of war. Patients suffer mainly from enteritis, avitaminosis,
few cases of malaria and TB = no diptheria or epidemiecs.

Libraries are well provided and religlous services are avallable,

Monthly mail allowance: 1 letter or post card (50 word maccimum)
for overseas and 1 post card for local use,

Condition of the camps is generally satisfactory and the delegate
is convinced of the sincere goodwill and efforts of the camp authorities,

Intercroixrouge D9873
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onte: FER.261088 . i

————TCablegram received from: Intereroixrouge |
Geneva, Swiltzerland

14560 OUR DELEGATE HONGKONG VISITED DECEMBER 22 1944 HONGKONG MIDITARY

GGMHITTEI OF THE RED CROSS

Ref. C/x
Date .
Recelved: February 13, 1945 |

INTERNMENT CAMP KOWLOON SECTION ESTIMATED CAMP STRENGTH 124 CIVILIAN

INTERNEES WHEREOF ABOUT 5 AMERICANS 54 BRITISH 2 COSTARICANS 17 CUBANS
2 DUTCH 6 ECUADORIANS 6 GUATEMALANS 3 NICARAGUANS 23 PERUVIANS 7 STATELESS
WHEREOF 40 MEN 40WOMEN 44 CHILDREN UP TO 18 YEARS STOP

CAMP COMEP ISES HOSPITAL PORTION FORMER NATACHUNG REFUGEE CAMP

SITUATED ARGYLSTREET KOWLOON AND CONSISTS 21 STRUCTURES INCLUDING 13

WOODEN BARRACKS EACH CONTAINING 4 LARGE WELL LIGHTED AND VENTILATED ROOMS |
SERVING LIVING QUARTERS WHILST REMAINDER BUILDINGS SERVING SURGERY CAMP |
OFFICE STORAGE ROOMS ETC STOP WHEREVER POSSIBLE INDIVIDUAL FAMILIES &

B

ACCOMMODATED SAME ROOM WITH MAXTMUM 6 PERSONS PER ROOM STOP EDUCATION
FOR 33 SCHOOL CHILDREN PROVIDED IN MODERN CHURCH BUILDING WITHIN COMPOUND

L i

3TOP
CAMP HEALTH GOOD BRITISH CAMP DOCTOR AVAILABLE STOP HITHERTO®

ONDMONOH ¢

NO RELIGIOUS WERVICES NOR CANTEEN BUT PURCHASES MADE BY CAMP AUTHORITIES
UPON REQUEST STOP VEGETABLE GAHBNS AND SMALL POULTRY FARM AVAILABLE
STOP KITCHEN FACILITIES ADEQUATE IN CHARGE QUALIFIED INTERNEE STOP

LIBRARY AND RECREATION BEING ORGANIZED STOP
WEEKLY PARCEL SERVICE FROM RELATIVES AND FRIENDS AVAILABLE STOP

INTERNEES APPEAR CONTENTED AND OUR DELEGATE FEELS SATISFIED THEIR LIBERAL
TREATMENT BY CAMP AUTHORITIES STOP DELEGATION AT PRESENT PREPARING

DELIVERY BOOKS AND SUPPLEMENTARY FOODS STOP
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'DELEGATE INFORMS Us HE VISITED ALL POW AND CI CAMPS HONGKONG SAME
DAY AND PREVIOUS DAY HELD DISCUSSION WITH CAMP AUTHORITIES

INTERCROIXROUGE G9598




Z/Jp8 /1BG / ~ Hemglong

Do ﬁﬂrg NEE8 OF WAR CAMPS AND MILITARY HOSPITALS
f; IN HONGKONG Cg}; /r
_ Visi -E6th—Depember 1943, by Mr. R. Zindel. VW
Frﬁhﬁ gpecal Division
“PARTMEN| pected the following localities:-

Arggle-ﬁt?an (Officera)Camp

Sowen Foad Military Hospital

| fi ;: ; / L T L
R IIAR'15 4b \/ Shamehuipo Camp

Ihe Commander-in-chief of these camps, hap
ppened to be abeent
from Hongkong at the time of my visit, but’hia AdJutant, as well as

s:veral of his Officers, kindly accompanied me on my vielts and show-
¢d me every courtesy.

Since my l=8t visit to the Prisoners of War Camps, two sub-
stantlial transfers of Prisonere of War from Hongkong Campe to Camps
in bther parts within the Japense Empire had tcken place, one in
Auguet and one in December, the latter only a few days prior to my
visit., It is difficult to estimate the present total strength of the
camps and hoepitals visited, but there should now remain roughly
2,000 British Offiecers and Men.

1) Argyle-Street Camp:-

The location and facilitles of thlie camp have been described in
earlier reporte and the only new acguisition, as far as I could as-
certain, 1s a falr-slzed Recreation and Concert Hall, 'he C mp made
the usuasl clean sand orderly impression, although some of the bunks
in the barracks appeared somewhat the worse for wear.

I understand that most of the high-ranking Officere in the
Hongkong Camps have been transferred to a Camp in Talwen and I now
estimate the Argyle-“treet Camp strength to be around 400 Officers
gnd Men, as compared with an estimated 300 on my previous visit in

une.

There were 5 or 6 patiente In the camp hospital, at least one
of whom was sufferling from pronounced Avitaminosls.

The Library in the Camp 1s well supplied with booke of all kinds,
but the need for replscement 1s nevertheless becomlng apparent; 1t
has therefore been suggested, and mean-while been acted upon, that
periodical exchanges of books be made between the Argyle-Street and
Shumehulipo Camps.

The spaclous Recreation and Concert Hall contalns a etage, on
which the 30 musical instrments supplied through the Hongkong De-
legation of the Internatioaal Red Crose Committee were on display

during my visilt,

A Cetholic Briest, Prisoner of War, 18 now 1n attendance a% the
Camp, whilet previously religilous servicee of the Catholle Chureh
were available only occaelonally.

The large Gerden-plot pppoelte the Camp le under active culti-
vation by the Priconers of War, eome 20 to 30 of whom are dally

geen working in the garden,

whilst my vprevious vieits to the Argyle-Street Camp left me with
the distinet {mpreeslon that the “risoners of Wer in this partlcular
Camp were doing conparatively well, I found during my latest v1ieit,
that, generslly-speaking, the Pris ners were looking noticeably thin-
ner, while observation I took the liberty of bringing to the attentlon
of the Camp Authorlitles,
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¢) Shamshulpo Camp:-

Ae a result of transfers to Camps in other parte of the Jap-
anesé Fmplire, the number of Prisonere of War in the Dhemshulpo Camp
aas been further reduced and the Camp on the day of my visit made &
rather "empty" lmpreeeslon, which meEy nave been enhenced by the faet
that on this vieit the Prisoners of War were agaln mostly confined
to thelr barracks, whillet during the June visit they were permitted
to follow thelr usual routine of work and play.

T estimate thet the precent numnber of Prisoners of War in the
Shamshulpo Camp is between 1,200 and 1,500 Officere and Men, of whom
between 200 and 300 are on the slck-liet and being taken eare of in
the Camp Hospltals; this number of patiente ineludee comparatively
few serious cases; smong lighter cases, nany are actually able to move
about. There are indications, however, that Vitamin deficienecy
etill 1s one of the mall problems in the Camp, although a large and
well-run Hospital-Kitchen 1s doing excellent work in cooking for the
patliente 28 best it can under prevallling conditions,

T wes perm'tted to inspect any of the premises in use in the
Camp and was happy to notice a number of further small lmprovemente to
the Cemp facilities, slthough, in genersl, my impreessions were slmilar
to those obteined during my last 1943 visit.

|
I
The Shoe-Repeir and T=lloring Departments Have been functioning
without interruption for many months, but the former appears to be |
gsomewhat handleapped by a shortage of suitable repair-materials. |

The Plg snd Poultry Ferm hed undergone 2 considersble extension
slnce my June vielt. 1In spite of thne slaughter for Christmas-time of
18 fully-grown pigs, there were still about 80 pige on the premises,
of which some €60 were sucklingpigs.

Chlcken-Breeding ls also golng on apace, whilst the egge not used
for hatching purposes are dellivered to the Cemp Hospitel.

The Kitehene end Bskeriles are funetioning well. I understand
that in order to stretch avallable suppliee of flour, 40% of finely J
ground Rice 1s being added; the bresd, however, remains quite palatable

The Canteen was not as well stocked as during my previous visit,
presumably indlcating that POW hsve lese money to spend partly no
doubt a8 a result of the sbsence nf pocket allowances from the Inter-
national Red Crose Committee, owing to a temporary depletion of
British Funds,

The Garden-Plot adjoining the Camp continues to be under active
cultivationby the Prisoners of War; in addition, many small Vegetable-
plote have sprung up inside the C-mp, around the Barracks and along tThe

roade, providing welcome extra-food.

The Barrscks visited were clesn and tidy.

Sportse and Entertainment continue to be provided in adequate
measu?f, whilet Religlous ferviees &f all Falths are avallable re-

gularly.

2) Bowen-Road Military Hospltal:i-

On the day of my vielt, there were pernaps betwe;u %DE E:rgiﬂ
-atients in the Hosplital, of which =bout 10 were in t Eer.aﬂuut =9
%ne Doctore and msle nurses, 211 Prisoners of War, numbe

, - 1. that only a comparatively emall por-
Mg Dbsgepi oyl ;s Yeerinus cases, whilest the

| the patlents represent really
igggiigyugre light or walking cases; Avitaminosls gt1ll appears to

be the msin czuse of trouble.
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The Dispenssa., continues to be wull—atn!-\d with m
o8t e
- Mediclnes, whllet I have recently been able to provude the HSEE?E:§1

with X-Ray fllme, thanks to supplies received through the good officeg

of the Yokohama and “hanghsi Pelegetions of the 1T
s Ry g e International Red Cros

The Library is well supplied with a wilde assortuent of Books

and the person 1n charge of 1t a2ppears to he
to take pride in hie work. PP very efflclent and seems

.,The Recreatlon-Room 18 clean, well-lighted =nd appears to serve
1te purpose well,

! 4) General Remarks:-

The ngklx Parcel-Service to the Argyle-Street and Shamehui
Camps and to the Bowen-Road Militsry Husgital nas unntlnuﬂg to fﬂ:-
ction satlefactorlily without interruption. However, owlng to de-
pleted sourcessof the senders, and as a result of the greatly in-
creased coset of most articles ueuslly sent to the Camps, the size
and varlety of the parcels has notliceably diminished during recent
months and in many caesee the dispateh of pareels had perforce to stop
completely.

A large number of Fducational Booke have been sent into the
Campe by Indlvidusls, through the medium of this Office; this pri-
vilege has temporarily been suspended recently, but ie expected to ,
be resumed again before long. i
|
The Mall-Serviece to and from the Cemps hae been funetioning fair-
ly eatisfactorlily, but msil from zbroard 1s etill subject to long
delays.

In eonclusion, T would 1ike to exprese my gratitude to the
Commender-in-Chief of the Camps, =nd to his Staff of Offlcers; no-
body can deny that they are faecing a dlfficult task, as Hongkong
is in 2 particularly unenviable position under war-time condlslons,
depending =& 1t doee on the imprt by sca of most of its food-
supplies. ©Supplementary supplies from Red -Cross sources, Dy one
of the Frxchange-ships, are therefore eagerly awalted particulsrly
ag no Redcrogs Store have been delivered here since the "Kamakura |
Maru" arrivals in October 1942,




| gL
L Lp=cial Division A
tment o1 State to: 2 7o

Sy
-Jé/é?/ﬁf ~ Chungking, November 27, 1943,
STRIC NFIDENTIAL

Ko. 16063,

“]
wubject: Heport Concerning Interament Cam A \4’
onditiong at Hongkonz and Shanghai.

The Honorable S
The Secretary of 3tate,
washington, D, C.

Slr:

of a latter dated lNovember 20, 1¢4<, addraessed to

me by Vr. L. K. Little, .Acting Inspector General,

Chinese MNaritimeo Customs, with which were enclosed »
copins of two reports prepared by wembars of the 5
Customs staff who are now being repatiriated on the ‘
M,5, Gripsholm., The first report is by Captain

- A ﬂaEﬂi (American), Coast Inspector, and the

second is by iir, F. C. Oppen (British), Acting

Commander; the former in besing repatriated from

j. 1 iiave the honor to transmit herewith a copy

LT A ' shanghal, the latter from Hongkong.
F.F - 1Ii I'Hl b
. " In Mr, Little's covering lotter he states that
iﬁ“‘-?ﬂ“ A" he was gratified to learn that the americans in the &
Tty * Chinece Custome Service were classified, for purposes
TRERRL - of repatriation, as "gquasi-officinle" and, as such,
v ‘wore civen certain priority. mkr., Little expresses
KB hig appreciation for this treatment and reguests
i . that similar treatment be extended to tha few
R~ reraining members of the Custome Lervice 1if and '
g when another exchange is made. !
Lo P 4
Vud Mr. Sabel, in bhis recport on camp ¢onditions

in 8hanghai, stabtes that overcrowding and an insuf-
ficiency of nutritive food is cormon to all campS;
the handling and delivery of food products.is
unhygenic sand disgustingly unsatisfacteory; the water
supply in the Lunghwa and Yungehow cnmps 16 lnadequate
qnd is rationed. In the Chapel camp alone about 904
of tha interneses during the first seven rionths of
internmont cuffered from diarrhoea of a dysenteric
catagory, and beriberi and other ailments caused by
insufficient nourishment are reportoed., ir. Sabel
believes that continued internment for any lsngth

of time can only end in diaastrous resulte for the

mejority of those still remalning. o

Bry

| 1% 30CLnom ;
be nationat dﬂn‘lﬂuml inturmation aftacting

N the meaning e1se of the United States with

of the Fsp!
By | SPimage Act, 50

'mnfnﬁunz:; Iln;:;r:l:-::ﬁ. rl‘l: transmf‘:sfuniﬁﬁ'
Aauthorired oarson i« Euli;f::gdm;:?::r o
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Fx, Oppen, in his rgport on conditions in Stanley
Camp, Hongkong, during the period from January 1942
to beptomber 1943, states that living cuarters are
gxceedingly crowded, the averagze floor spuce being
about 41 sa. ft. a person; that for the first six
monthe more than ona-third of the internses were
obliged to Bleep on bare caement or wooden Tloors.
sveryone has suffered badly from lack of sufficient
clothing; that although the arriwvi) in Hovember 1942
or clothing supplies furnished by the International
Red Orose was of great assistance, the supplies did
not include footwear and badly nccded raincoats; that
the majority of the internecs are now barefoot or are
wearing wooden clops; that ever since the camp opened,
rfood supplies have been entirely inadequate; and tuoat
over 200 cases of beriberl have been treated through
outside assistance but medical suppliea for the
treatment of beriberi and othor nutritional disegses
#i1ll be exhgusted by November 1943 and an increass
of' such diseases 1s therefore to be expected. It is
stated in the report that the authorities in charge
ol the camp have provided no means of preventing or
treating such diseases. 1In reply to a written request
[rom the internges (August 1943) that a telegram be
gent to tlie Swiss Ninister in Tokyo asking him to
arrange for urgently neesded fooastuffs, Mr, lattori,
Chief of the llonpgkong Branch of the Japaneso Foreign
Office, stated thet hiis department "does not recognize
thet the Swise Minister is in charge of British interests
in Hongkong".

Mr. Oppen's report 2nds with the statement that
beforg leaving the camp to c¢cmbark for Goa, the internass
were warned by the Japunese tiiat 1f any "untrue”" criti-
eism of camp conditions was wade nublic, it would have -
repercuasions on the trealment of those renaining
benind,

with Mr, Sabsl's roport were transmitted four
englosures as listed below, copiea of which are

attached.
Respectfully yours,
C. &, Gauas
Lncloguresi

i L. Lettor dated November 20, 1945 from
Mr. L. K. Little to the aAmbassador:
2. Heport prepared by lLr. F. L. Sabel dated
October 16, 1943 to Mr. L. K. Little;
3. (Appendix &) Members of the Customs Staff
~  now being repatriated;

&I
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Enolosures: (Coutlnued)

4., (Appendix B) Disbribution of the staff in
the various oamps;

5. (Appendix C) Concerning the arrest and
Loprisonment in Shanghai of
ameérican and Britlish naticnals
on November 5, 1¢42;

G. (Appendix D) Letter dated Cctober 16, 1943

from Mr. Oppen Lo Mr. Little

anolonlng lils report (summarized

nbhove) .

In single ocopy to Lhe Departmont.
711.5
HBl/ kky
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are 4 amorican citizens imprisoned at 372 Haiphong Rond,

Znclosure no. 1 to daspateh no. 1883 of November 27, |
1942 from the Amerioan Gabassy, Chungking. L

STRICTLY ; aNTIAL
Inspectorate Gonaral of Customs,

Chungking, 20th Nov., 1943,

Legr Mr. Gauss,

I enclose, for your confidential information, o
copy of reports recelived on Hovember 15th, 1943, from
two -mambers of tle Customs staff who are bLaing repatriated
on the S.5. "Gripsholm", The first report is from Cuptain
F.L. Saboel (American), Craet Inepector, and the second
from Ur, F.C. Oppen (British), Acting Coumander, Captaln
wabel 1s belng repatrictsd from Shanghal and iir. Oppon
from Hongkong.

In Appendix B of Captain Sadbel's report is a list =
made from memory, and not aentirely completo - of some
143 members of the Cuntome Jervioce and their families
noy resalining ip internrment in Occupied China dnod Hong-
kong., Of thone, two amployeas are Amarican citizens,
Megsrs, Proston Leo and W.H. Huebel. In addition, there

Shuanghanl (vide Appendix C of Captain Sabel's report):
Mesars, 1. Daly, C.A. Craddock, L. Anderson and - Brigas.
(This orfice has nn record of Brizgs, but our files are
gompleote only up to June lat, 1941, and it lo ponsible

that this man was engnged between that date and December
Bth, 1841,) Turthermor:, there are throe anﬁrin;ﬁ eitizons,
Magerea XJ.D. Sponcer,X¥.R, Beal andX?.J. Kelth, whose names,
although not mentioned In Cantain Sabel's roport, still

appear on our Service List, as corrcoted up to 1su June,
1941, and who arec avsumed to be also interncd in Shanghai.
e e

S

= T woo gratifled to learn from Captain Sabel's report
that the americans in the Chlnese Customs Service ware
elassified, for purpnscs of repatrlation, as *"quasi-
offioinls" and, as such, glven certain priority. I
should be glad If you would kindly transmit to tne State
Department wy approclation of this treatment of Customs
officiales, together with ny request - which I hope you
gan support - that cimiler treatment be extunded to the
few romalning members of thoe Cuetoms Service when the
next exchange 18 made - especially 1ln the case of the
four men reported to be imprisoned.

You will notice that both Captain Sabel and Mr, |
Oppen emphasize the nececsity of keeping their reporte
nbeolutely secret, in the interest of those reamaining 1n.’
Oceupied China and Hongkong.

yith kind regarde, 1 am

fours glncerely,

(54igned) L. K. Little
acting Inepector General of Customs,

His Excellenoy

o At e ied Su
+ 1 he national defense of tha Lalte o4 will
" GKING. a the mianing ol the Fap'umge Act, 30 8. G,
3 wnd 32, ne smpednd, Ha tranamission of Ui
wvplativn ol i1s eonlents I any manner 1o &I

«aiil hart2idl meErann h "'I'"h“h'ﬂ h'l' (BT 3 _=- -



Znclosure no. 2 to despateh no. 1865 of November 27,
1940 from the American dmbassy, Chungking.

S.3+ Tela Maru
Nurmagao,
16th October, 19435,

The Inapector General
Chiinese Maritime Cuatoms,
Chungking, China.

Sir,

i pbeg to rcecport my arrival at Goa, Portuguese India,
on the 15th October, 1943, having basen repatriated from
ohanghei, China on the 19th September on board the
“"Tela Maru®. Members of the Customs staff shown in
Appendix A are also on board and they have reguested me
“to report officially their presence hare,

In the absence of definite Instruetions, all are
procecding to their home where they will await your
orders 55 to farther dutios. Addressers where orders may
rcach them are pgiven for your Intormation.

4ll thoss listed wers brought on board direet fronm
internmont or prison camps where they had been held for
diffoxrent periods. lLiving conditions and 1life in those
camps “bave been such that many have suflfered considerably
and are now far from fit for normal dutigs, In the
circumttances it is but natural that we look ferward %o
a much necded opportunity for recuperation as well as
the prospeet of re-joining our families. Lowever, the
undermentioned members of the staff have nignifiﬂé their
desire to return immodiately to duty and reguested me
to0 notify you to that effeot. For this resson, an
attempt will be made to despatch the following telegram
from Goa:

"Custome, Chungking. Repatriating unattached
staff, Smidt, Hoffian, Junp, Gillmore, F.w.
Daly, Petrie, Mitchem and Brezowar desire to
report duty Chungking. If they are required
arrange trangportation and funds from Fort
£lizabeth. Full roport follows by air mail.
(signed) Sabel™

Concerning this request, my candid opinion is that
some of these men are not now physically fit for the
journey nor for the service for whioh they offer themoelves,
Their condition should, therefore, first be established
by competent medical authority. If their presenoe at
Chungking is desired, it wounld, of course, be necessary
for vou to make arranzements for pdssgge, fands, visas,
ato.

On our departure from camps, wWe wore not permitted
to brinz along documents nor papérs of uny kind. lonies,
axcept a onall amount of local currency were also prohibited;
foreign monies had previously been taken away from us and

not

e R
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not raturned., The ressult 1is that all are much ia

nesd of funas for immediate as well as future require-
ments. Since this matter 1s uvrgent, I sarnestly appeal
to you to make some arrangements whereby funde for

‘those listed may he made evellable lmmediately on

arrival of thls ship at, Now York, It wounld give us
groat catisfactlion and ease our minde: if a mesg3nga of
asauranee on this point could bBe s3ant to ths ship at
Rig da Juaiero, a port of ecall, or to reach us before
our arrival at New York.

Jor your jaformation, I glwve herewith th¢ namea
afd: vikereabouts of othor ncmbers of the £iaff insofar
as 1t 1= known teo those on boanrd herse. (See Appsndix BH)

1 am enclosing a report from Mr. ¥ing, acting
Peputy Commissioner, which was handed %o me by Mr.
Wela Duly of the Rlver Police, who mede his notes from
memory ufter coming on board. (Sen Appondix C)

Mr. F.C. Oppen, Acting Commander, wno was brought
on board from Stanley Camp in Hongkong, ihag handed me
a very ianteresting report winich inecludes information
from Mr., Pritohard, Mr. Oppen's report is submitted
herewith in full, (See appendix D)

I fsel cortain you fully reallzo the serious
consequences which would follow should the camp autho-
rities somehow receive indication that those left in
their hands are in any way conaccted with these reports.
Plainly, the result would be tragic to those concerned
ard, therefore, you will no doubt pardon me for emphasizing
on tho necessity of secrecy in this'matier.

Life and living conditions in the varlous concentration
camps 1o the Shanghal area differ to-some extent but
overcrowding and insufficiency of food of nubritive walue
is common to all the camps. a8 an exemple, Chapel Camp
with 1050 internees, has about 41.2 sq.Th. Tloor space
per person, Since no comnon room ie available, meals
are takon in the orowdled dormitories. With the execepiion
of rough shelves and « hoating stove, the rooms are
vold of any furniture or conveniences. DBeds, oamp
chaire, and a few eard taobles were brought in by the
internees. Camily groupe rogardlsss of SeX or age,
are necessnrily crowded together. One room contained
34 men, women and children. <Seven of the fourteen
children in the room were under 2 yoars of age. This
{8 = typical ecxample of camp accommodation, Handling
and delivery of food products is nnhyglenic and
diagustingly unsatisfactory. ALl camp work 1is attended
to by the internees without any outside acaistance,

I1n some of the camps, like Lunghwa and Yangchow, tine
water supply 1s inadegunte and thovefore, rationed.

Uader such living conditionsa, it ip bub natural
that the internses suffer from indiffereat hsalth, .
seneral wenkness and lack of energy for the daily tasks.

Adllments




o,

Allments directly attributable to adverse camp conditions
is common, In the Chapei Camp alone during the Tfirst
gsavan montho about 90~ of the lnternces suffered from
camp diarrhoea of a dyaenterie catesgory. There were
eases of Beriberli and other ailmenta causad or directly
traceable to insuirficient nourishmont and lack of
vitamins, Loss of welght 1s universal in the ocamp.

our Maedical Authorities caloulated thiat at the end of
April, ths ecalorific value of the food supplied us by
the Japanase was about 1950 calories per person, agalnst
an estimated requirement of, I belleve, 35500 to 4000

for those working. Aftsr April, the aituation improved
glightly by the arrival of held-up Ked Cross parcels.
Oppartunity to supplement the rations by outside purchase
was then granted, but these supplies were also of poor
auality and limited in quantlity. OSanitary and medical
supplias were inadeguate., It was only after continued
preassure that certain medicines arrived from the outside.
Thaese daeliverlies were attended by obstructinins and delays
whiich were common. Under conditions as described, the
continued internment for any length of time can only end
in disastrous results for the majority.

Ralease and repatriation is foremost in the minds
of those remaining and they believe that there would be
a better chance for them if in the future exehange of
enemy nationals a request for individual®s be made by
those in authority. In the present repatriation amsricans
in the Customs were grouped a3 quasi-oificlals and as
such received slight priority over others. This is
known to those left behind and they sincerely hope, that
for their benefit, you may be able to elfect an arrange-
ment of this kind. I have been asked to bring the matter
before you and I feel certain that you willl give this
urgent attention. Thers is nothing harder to bear than
to stay behind and to wetch others move away to freedom.

In closing I wish t» apologize tor the length and
unusual form of communication but I belleve that all 1s
of interast to you, for the benefit of the staff 1in
general and for servlce records.

I take the liberty of ecnclosing a communication irom
Mproa. E. Carliele to Mr. Rolla Rouse.

I am, Sliv,
Your obedient Barvant,

(signed) I' L. Sabel
Coast Ipspector




anclosure no, 3 to despateh no, 1863 of HNovember 27,
1940 Lrom the American Lmbassy, Chungking.

Appendix A.

dembers of Customs staff now b