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RESTRICTED
GENERAL HEADQUARTERS
SUPREME COMMANDER FOR THE ALLIED POWERS
LEGAL SECTION
INVESTIGATION DIVISION

APO 500

6 Feb 46
MEMOBANDUM:
SUBJECT : Investigztion of Nagoya Branch Prisoner of War Camp #9.

Chief of Investigation Divison, Legal Section, SCAP

TO

By direction of the Chief, Investigation Division, 1lst Lt. Joseph
G. BREAUNE, end lst Lt. Richard H. WILLS, Jr., accompenied by Tech/4
Hiroshi L. OKADA as interpreter, proceeded to Toyama ken, Toyami shi,
Hicasi-iwase Machi, and mede an investization of Nagoya Branch POW
Cemp No. 9, between 11 Januery 1946 and 25 January 1946.

Information contained herein was obtained throuzh = personal
inspection of the camp by these szents and through interrogation of the

following persons:

Sedo, Hiroshi, employed by the Nippon Tsuun (Pransportation) Co.,
which employed the priesoners from camp No. 9, a8 it's liasison repre-
gentative with the camp.

ISHIDA, Sadaﬂi. Toyamashi Kaicantori, 282, employed by Nippon
Tsuun a8 a csuard on the docks where prisoners were employed.

NAGA@I, Tadatsugu, Toyamzshi, Higasi-iwase Machi, 102, a civilian
doctor employed by Nippon Tsuun to examine the prisoners.

HASHITSUME, Takejire, menager of the Hizase-iwase branch of Nippon
Tguun,

1. Location 2nd description:

The camp was opened on 29 May 1945 at Mori, Toyama city, on the
site of & former barrecks for civiliesn lasborers. Part of the buildings
were repaired clep-board structures while some new buildings were con-
structed and the area surrounded by 2 10 foot board fence. All the
bunildings except the office and army quarters had dirt floors. Windows
in the prisoners' guarters were of board, hinged at the top and held open
with eticks, Most of the men were housed in two barracke 24 ft by 100 ft,
each having a double tier of sleeping platforms on either:side with an
eight foot aisle running through the center. The upper tier of platforms
was reached bty ladders placed 2t intervals of about 10 feet. (For detziled
plen of the camp, see Exhibit "A").

The entire camp was surrounded by zardens and rice paddies which
constently bred mosguitos during the summer months,

2. Camp Personnel:

The camp was commanded by lst Lt. FURUYAMA, Seiichi, end had a
permanent army personnel of one Sergeant and three Corporals. In a2ddition
the company employed 23 men who scted a&s guarde, overseers and bookkeepers.
(See Exhibit "B" for complete list of camp personnel)
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2. Prisoner Personnel:

350 prisoners were received from Nagoya on 29 May 1945, con=
sisting of 230 Americams, 100 British, 19 Australians, and 1 Dutch.
The senior officer was Mejor RAGO, John B., an American who acted es
Prisoner Camp Commender esnd medical officer. (See Exhibit "C" for a

complete list of prisoners)
4, Quarters:

Each men wae given a rice-straw sleeping mat and three blankete,
which were concidered sufrficient during the summer months. The barracks
were dimly lighted by two electric drope in each; lizhts-out being at

2000.

Two large out-buildinss were constructed to serve as latrines
and wash-roomse. IXach contained 10 Japanese style stools and a trench
urinal. The wash-room consisted of 2 pump and wooden troughs, with only
a roof over it.

Only one shower head for cold water wes provided, the water
beinz pumped into a2 small tank in the bathroom by hand. A small gquantity
of hot water was mede posseible by installing a ecrude stove under a wooden
tank with a metal bottom.

A small latrine containing two stools was constructed near the
hoepital for the use of patients.

5. Retions:

Water was supplied by five hand pumpe from wells approximetely
60 feet deep and had to be boiled before drinking,

Wheat, rice, and soybeans formed the basis of most meals with
some fresh vegetables such =2s onions, seaweed, and daizon, used in stew.
Fish was served about once every 10 days; either fried in soybean oil or
as soup. Six prisoners worked in the kitchen, preparing =211 the mezls
es well as the lunches taken by the prisoners to their work details, Each
men wae furnished a lunch box by the company in which he carried his
lJunch to work each shift.

The bulk of food was furnished bty the army, thoush some rice,
soybeens, greens, and dried fish wes supplied by the compeny. No Red
Cross supplies were received nor were the orisoners allowed to purchase
food from civilian sources.

Many complaints were made by Mejor RAGO zbout both the guantity

and quality of the food suvpplied but the situation was not remedied until
the war ended,

6. Clothing:

Fatigues and getas or tabig were furnished by the army, only
about one-Bhird of the men having their own leather shoes still in usable
condition; however, the army did furnish leather for shoe repair. The

company supplied straw shoes, hats, and rsincoate for use while working
at the docks in incl#ment wezther.
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7. Hyziene and Sanitation:

The drainage system of the camp was very inadequate, especieally
around the latrines and washrooms where wvater wae ditched off into 2d-
joininz fields.

Stools in the latrines had no covers and in spite of the disin-
fectant powder said to have been used, they presented a potentisl fly-breeding
spot. No other attempt was made to control flies nor were any attemots
made to control mosquitos, which were myriad because of the proximity of
irrigated fields. Men were not furnished mosquito nets and all windows
and doors were unscreened.

Laundry was done in cold water, each man beins sllowed = monthly
ration of soap about two inches square which had to suffice for both
laundry and bathing opuroposes.

A crude oven of stone and mud was constructed by the prisoners
Jjuet outside the kitchen in which to bake bread with wh=t rice-flour there
wvas available to them.

8. Mediczl care and inespections:

No separate hospital wes ©tuilt; one end of a2 barracks 42 ft by
24 ft Eing boxed off and used as a hospital. Space was provided for

gbout 20 bed patiente, but an averaze of 100 men per d=y were either sick
or too weak for work.

The hospital was staffed by Major RAGO, four enlisted orisoners,
and a Jap medical technician, who kept all the records and destroyed them
16 August 1945 upon orders of the camp commander.,

Doctor NAGAJI, Tadatsugu, was employed by the compeny to meke
three vieits to the cemp; two for the pmrvose of general vhysical exam-
inatione and one to treat a2 prisoner seriously ill with beri-beri. His
firet visit was to examine 250 Americans and Australians just after their
arrival. Among these were five very serious cases of mal-nutrition and
five serious cases of beri-beri, all of which were confined to the
hospital. The balance of the prisoners examined were in very poor physical |
condition end informant stated that not one of them could be considered to '’
be in good health. The only treatment given on this visit was injections
of vitamins to three or four serious beri-beri cases. His second visit
was to examine 100 British prisoners who were found to be in better con-

dition than the men previously examined, but amonz whom there were many
too weak for work,

Only one prisoner died while the camp was in operation, the
cause of death being beri-beri.

Most of the medicel supplies were furnished by the army, supple-
mented by some few from the company. No Red Cross supplies were received

during the entire period. Major RAGO complained severesl times about the
lack of adeguate supplies.

9. Special Services:

No canteen was established for the use of the prisonere; however,
the army did furnish a few items such as tooth brushes, razor blades, and
a ration of three cigarettes daily. No athletic or recreational equioment

was 1ssued and informents never saw the prisoners engage in any sort of
games,
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10. Work:

Approximately 250 prisoners worked each day loading and un-
loadinz cergoes of coal, rice and beane at the docks. Work details
left the canp at 0700 and walked about three-quarters of a mile to the
docka. They were given an hour off for lunch and two 30 minute rest
periods & day; quitting at 1630 and reaching camp about 1700, Often
during rush periods a deteil of 50 to 100 men who hed worked during
the day were sent back %0 work at 1900 and worked until 2490 or 0400.
These men were supposedly given the following morning off.

Eight NCO's acted as section leaders and performed super-
visory work only. Section leaders were rotated weekly, the balance
of the time NCO's performed the szme work z2s privates.

A detail from the 100 men left in camp each day worked
the camp garden, spproximately 60 feet square. No produce from thie
garden was received prior to closing the camp.

(Sce Exhibit "D" for work revort submitted by the company).
1l. Safety Precautions:

There were no fire extinguishers in any of the buildings. A
emall pool of water in the center of the camp area znd the fiwe hand
pumps constituted all the fire-fichting equipment. Sufficient air-reid
shelters were constructed within the camp to accomeodate all the men,
though thelr construction was so flimsy that they offered protection
only against fire snd shraonel.

12. Punitive Measures:

; The most common punishment w-e slappning or kicking: usuzlly for
stealing rice or beans from the docks while on work details. Informants
stated that almoet 211 the puarde 2dministered this type of punishment

at one time or another. No cases of serious heatiné"haiming were
diescovered.

Three or four men were placed in the guardhouse for two or
three dey periods, without food, for stealing fpod from ships' galleys
while 2t work,

1Z. Miscellaneous:

Numerous complainte were made by Major RAGO about the lack of
sufficient and proper food and medicine, as well a=s about sending sick or
weak prisoners out on work details. No results were obtained by these
complaints, the exact nature of which these azents were unable to discover,
due to the destruction of 211 records on 16 Augzust 1945.

No mail was either sent or received while the cemp was in operation
nor was the camp inspected by Swiss Representatives or the International Red
Cross.
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14, Summary:

Hed prisoners been quartered in this camp during winter months,
their living conditions would have been almost unbearable due to lack of
insulation of the btuildings and their open and drafty condition.

The statements of former prisoners, 0,C. Brinkerhoff and John L.
Massimino, concerning atrocities committed in the camp, were not borne out
by facts learned during the investigation. Most of the atrocities alleged
in their statements occurred during cold weather and t-is camp was in
operation only during the summer months. Neither of the Japsnese army
Lte. named in their statements was ever on duty &2t camp no. 9.

Much of the evidence discovered concerning mistreatment was
hegrsay end informents who actually witnessed instances of slapping and
kicking could not remember the names of the perpetrators nor the date
they occurred; therefore, no statements were taken.

15. Undeveloped Leads.

Interrogation of JOMURA, Kichichi, former interpreter at the
camp now employed at the Osaka brench of Nipoon Tsuun Eabushiki Kaishs,
to determine if he has any definite information concerning atrocities.

EGSEPH G. BREAURE, 1st Lt..

Investizating Officer
Legal Section, GHQ, SCAP

RICHARD H. WILLS, Jr., lst Lt,
Investigating Officer
Lezal Section, GHQ, SCAP
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