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The plant, Papaver somniferum, or opium poppy, known to the Egyptians
and Assyrians for its medicinal properties since 1550 B.C., has been turned
by the Japanese to purposes of warfare in the twentieth century. The opium
poppy is now used as ammunition which does not wipe out life immediately,
but weakens the resistance and disintegrates the morale of those who might
oppose her ambitious plans of conquest.
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The only legitimate use of opium and its derivatives is in the medical and
scientific fields. Morphine, which is one of the alkaloids in opium, was dis-
covered in 1803. In 1898 another alkaloid, heroin, was isolated from opium;
it was heralded at first as superior in action to morphine and “not habit form-
ing,” but later proven to be no better than morphine for medical treatment and
far more dangerous in the spread of drug addiction. It can be made syntheti-
cally, has relatively little bulk, gives greater momentary “lift,” and has less
pronounced gastrointestinal action. Its manufacture and importation have
been forbidden in the United States and it has been adopted as the most

effective drug weapon by the Japanese.



SOME PHYSIOLOGICAL SYMPTOMS OF ADDICTION

NORMAL CRAVING

. Excessive perspiration
. Dilated pupils
. Sallow complexion

. Constricted blood vessels

. Rapid heart action
. Nausea

. Intestinal distress

Aside from the physical effects of craving, the psychological aspects are
just as important. The will to work is wiped out; one cannot continue to con-
centrate and grows very restless. Impairment of judgment and reasoning are
the first faculties to be affected, and the individual ceases to become a depend-
able member of society.






























THE JAPANESE OPIUM RACKET IN CHINA

Japan has found an endless source of revenue from opium exploitation
in her controlled Chinese territory. The farmer may be given free seed but
his land is taxed to grow it—the opium is sold to a government monopoly—it
is then sold to government controlled shops and factories. There is a tax on
each shop depending on the size and on each smoking den depending on the
number of pipes for smokers. Each registered addict pays a tax for his registra-
tion. The opportunities for graft and squeeze for the tax collectors, the govern-
ment monopoly employees, the shopkeepers, the local police, plus the gangsters
who sell illegal opium make this a far more lucrative racket than the American
liquor game.


















ADVERTISEMENT FROM A CHINESE NEWSPAPER OF A
JAPANESE PATENT MEDICINE TO CURE OPIUM HABIT

During the 1930’s advertisements like this appeared in the Chinese news-
papers. It suggested that opium addicts could be cured by the use of certain
patent medicines. Invariably the medicines would be found to contain heroin.
Another method was to advertise cigarettes for the relief of asthma, etc., and
these cigarettes would be found to contain heroin. In 1937, the cigarette fac-
tories in North China were taken over by the Japanese and there was definite
evidence that one or two cigarettes containing heroin would be put in each pack
of certain brands and those brands sold exclusively to the Chinese. Japanese
civilians were employed as salesmen by the patent medicine firms and would
even pose as doctors in the country districts and the Chinese, who would be
suspicious of a military uniform, would listen to promises of cures—and
another area of heroin addiction would be created.



The following text of a regulation appeared in a booklet which the Japa-
nese Military Command distributed to Japanese soldiers: ‘“Paragraph 15.—The
use of narcotics is unworthy of a superior race like the Japanese. Only inferior
races, races that are decadent, like the Chinese, Europeans, and the East
Indians, are addicted to the use of narcotics. This is why they are destined to
become our servants and eventually to disappear.

A Japanese soldier who is guilty of using narcotics becomes unworthy of
wearing the uniform of the Imperial Japanese Army and of venerating our
divine Emperor.”









SUMMARY OF RESULTS OF THE JAPANESE POLICY
FROM AN AMERICAN POINT OF VIEW

Successes.

Increasing source of income to support the military.
Disruption of Chinese economy by having opium planted rather than food.

Increasing the number of addicts who are non-productive and increasingly
dependent.

Creation of dissension by forcing farmers to plant opium in districts where
guerillas have threatened death to those who do.

An easily controlled group of quislings in a given district.

Failures.

A boomerang—Japanese soldiers are becoming addicts.

Has given the allies an excellent chance for counter propaganda—to show
South East Asia what Japanese do to a conquered territory.

Proved to the world what the Opium Advisory Committee had discovered
years ago, that increased production of opium in the Far East and protec-
tion of the manufacture and distribution and sale of narcotics was a
policy of the Japanese army.

Opium policy alienated many Chinese whose cooperation they hoped
to gain.
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