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A-LLHALLOW EVE,

OIDHCHE SHAMHNA

Of the LA SA MANand MI SAMAN;
or, the Day and Month of SAMA N of
the ANCIENT IRISH:

Of the DEUS SUMMANUS of the~_
ANCIENT ROMANS :

Of the. bwmo SAMAEL and wwow SA-
- MAONI of the 1poLATROUS JEWS:

And of the ASUMAN of the ANCIENT
| FERSIANS,

SAMHNA. OIDHCHE SHAMHNA, All Saints-
Eve. O’Brien’s Irith Dictionary.

SAMHAIN, All Saints-Tyde. Shaw ] Dl&l*
onary. ,
SAMHAIN, All Samts-Tyde. Lhwyd’s Ar-
chzol. Britan. * \

- Vou. III. No. XII. (0 "La

SAMH_AIN, All Saints-Tyde, genit. -

* Samhain, fays Lhwyd, from fome modern gloffanft is
" compounded of Samb, fummer and fhuin the end : this.is a
falle derivation ; Sambain- could not- then form Shambna in
its inflexions, but Sambay +fbuin or Samb -fbuin : the gloffarifts

- were
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La saMHNA, Hallowmas-Day. Mac Donald’s
Galick and Englith Vocabulary.
~ "M1 sAMAN, i e. MI DU, i. e. Naor M1, the
" Month of November. Vet. Glofs.

The M1 saman of the ancient Irifh fell on the
month of November ; it was alfo named ms pu or
puBH, thatis, the month of mourning, being the
feafon appointed by the Druids for the folemn in-
terceffion of the quick, for the fouls of the dead,
or thofe who had departed this life within the fpace
of the- year. B ' ~

- They taught the Pythagorean fyftem. of the
tran{migration of fouls; and that Samhan or Baal-
Samhan at this feafon called the fouls to judgment,
‘whiich, accerding to their merits or demerits in the
life paft, were affigned-to re-eater the bodies of the
hurnan or brute fpecies, and to be happy or mife-
rable during their next abode on this fublunary
globe ; hence Samman was named BALS AB, of Do-
minus mortis, for Ba/ is lord, and: Sab death. But
the punithment of the wicked, they taught, might
be alleviated, by charms and magic art, and by
facrifices made by their friends to BaJ, and prefents

-to the Druids for their interceffion.

The firft day of November was dedicated to

the angel prefiding over fruits, feeds, &c. and

’ .

_ were ignorant of the meaning of the word. Lhwyd marks
the word as taken from Keating ; but this author does not
attempt to explain the Etymon ; he only fays, that the mili-
tia of Ireland went into winter quarterso vidbcbe Shambna go
Beilicine ; i. €. from All Hallow Eve till May Day. Saman was
the firft month of the winter quarter, and not the laft of the
fummer quarter :—Thus Cormac, in his gloffary, fays, the
four great fires of the Druids, were in the beginning of Fe-
bruary, May, Auguft, and November.
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was therefore named LA MAs UBHAL, thatis, the
day of the apple fruit, and being pronounced vLa-
MasooL, the Englith have corrupted the name to
LAMBSWOOL, a name they give to a compofition
made on this eve, of roafted apples, fugar and ale.
—This feftival of the fruit, was alfo of oriental ori-
gin, as will be explained hereafter.

. The eve of All hallow, is named in Irith Oidhche
Shamhna, i. e. the night or eve of Saman; by the
afpiration of the confonants, it is pronounced EE
owNaA ; and the day following, was the great fef-
tival of Saman, to whom facrifices of black fheep
were offered for the fouls of the departed, and the
Druids exhibited every fpecies of charms or natu-
ral magic the human mind could invent, to draw
prefents from the people: The facrifice of the black
ftheep is recorded .by Virgil.

Poft, ubi nona fuos aurora induxerat ortus,
Inferias Orphei lethza papavera mittes,
Placatam Eurydicen vituli venerabere casi
Et N16raM matabis ovem, lucumque revifes.
Georg. L. iv. 546,
This feftival lafted till the beginning of December,
which was named M1 NoLAGH (4) or the month
of the NEw BorN, from the Hebrew nta Nolak,
i. e. parire, to bring forth young; from Whence
the French word ~oeL, and the Irith NoLacH,
Chriftmas-day. ‘This month was therefore a fefti-
val of great rejoicing, as the preceding was of
02 mourning,

() The feftival of MNokagh finifhed on the firt day of the
new year, or the commencement of the circle of Sem the
fun, becaufe, the original of fpirit, heat, and light, are the
prefervers of life; therefore, Macrobius, the fun, the auther

of the race of my progeniters, p. 255.
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mourning, and this rejoicing continued till the laft
- quatter of the moon in December, when the cere-
mony of cutting the holy misfletoe began, in pre-
paration to the grand feftival of prefenting it, on
the firft day of the new year.

The ancient Perfians named this month Adur,
that is, fire. Adur wés the angel prefiding over
that element ; in confequence of which, on the gth,
his name day, the country blazed all around with
flaming piles; whilft the Magi, by the injunction
of Zoroafter, vifited, with great folemnity, all the
temples of that element throughout the empire,
which, upon this occafion, . were adorned and illa-
minated in a {plendid manner. - Richardfon.
is very probable, that the Irith My du is a comup-
tion of Adur—The Irith cuftom of lighting up the
houfes in the country on the 2d of November, cer-
tainly originates from the above folemnity of the
Perfians; and in fome places, the fire or Beil-teine
is yat kept up.

The primitive Chriftians could not have placed
the feaft of All-Souls more judicioufly, than on the
La Saman, or the 2d day of November ; or, that of
the Nativity of our Bleffed Lord, at a more proper
feafon, than in the feaft of Nollazh, or the new-
born ; ‘but Childermas or Innocents«-\‘ay, a feaft in-
tended to mourn, in memory of tue children of
Bethichem, murdered by order of Herad, was mik-
placed in a month dedicated to joy for the new-
born; and fo late as the year 1645, we find, the
primitive inflitution of our Chriftian fathers was for-
gotten, and the rejoicings of the new-born fubfli-
tuted in its ftead ; fo hard are vulgar cuftoms to be
removed, as we find by the following authors.
' Fefle

- ‘«—.‘__-;..-_A
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Fefte des Innocens. Rejouiffance qui fe cele-
broit la vielle et le jour de la féte des innocens, a
~peu-pres comme la fete des foux, dans les cathe-
drales & les collegiales. Naudé dans la plainte
q'uil ecrivit a Gafcends 'an 1645 dit; qu'en certains
monafteres de Provence on celebre la féte des in-
_nocens avec des ceremonies - plus extravagantes,
que n'etoient autrefois Jes folennitez des faux-
Dieux.  Furetiere.
Heretofore it was the cuftom, to have dances in
the churches on this day, wherein were perfons
who reprefented bithops, (st fbould have been Dru-
ids) by way of derifion, as fome fuggeft, of the
epifcopal dignity ; though others, with more proba-
bility, fuppofe it to be done in honour to the inno-
cence of childhood. By a canon of the council of
Cognac, held in 1260, thefe were exprefsly forbid.
Chambers.
It has been the oplmon of fome learned men,
that the Baal-Zebub of the idolatrous Jews, was the
god of flies or locufts, as the LXX have tranflated
itDeumn Miias, mufcam, or Mbayesr mufcarum averrun-
cam. Bafnage is fingular in fuppofing this deity to
be Mars, or the god of battles and of arms, be-
caufe, fays he, the Pheenicians might readily con-
vert nray tfabath into 2w Zebub; the Irith or
Iberno-Celtic retains both; for fsb is death, and
alfo firong, potent, valiant; fo in Hebrew, wax
tfaba, militia; in Arabic, zab repelling by force ;
 zabin, a life-guard-man, and zaaf, dedth: but our
Iberno-Druids retaining Bal-fab, fynonimous to
. Samam, it is evident, Baal-Zebub is Dominus

- thortis, ,
The
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The LXX, fpeaking of this deity; name him
dgxo?s Jaiwr, Daemonum Principi, which is the ap-
pellation given by the Jews to Baal- Zebub, or Betl-
Zebulo, as in St. Matthew, ch. xii. v. 14, and
St. Luke, ch, xi. v. 15, confequently, Baal-faman,
Baal-Zebub, and Baal-Zebulo, are the fame.

No deity of the ancients correfponds fo well with
our Saman, as Pluto, whom all the Heathens ac-,
knowledged as prince of hell, i. e. Inferorum Prefes;
Pluto is alfo derived from the Iberno Celtic, Blota
or Blutac, a dweller under ground. So Beel-Ze-
bub, in the gofpel, aPxaN aaimoNiaN, is called,
Dzmonum Mamumgue Princeps : thus in the wri-
tings of the ancients, we frequently meet Phito or
Serapis defcribed as apxan aamMonieN, fee Porphy-
rius, apud Eufebium, L. iv. prep. Evang. c. xxii.
and Clemens Alexandrinus {fliles him MErase
AAIMONA, i. €. magnum sllum Damonem; thus i
Afchylus, Pluto and Inferorum Rex, is befeeched
to command the manes of Darius to return

T4 7 xal 'Egua Baoi 1° drigwn
Tipdar drghr Juxar i §4O-.
Terraque & Mercuri & (tu) Rex Inferorum
Mittite ex inferis animam in lucem.——
‘Sophocles in his Oedip. fliles him EnNyxran anas
Noctis temebrarum Rex. The Latins named him
sUMM ANUS, explained by Pliny, lib. ii. Hift. Nat.
C. 52, to be Summus Mansum : there is a remarkable
infcription in Gruterus, fol. 1015, where this deity
is mentioned with Pluto;
PLUTONI SUMMANAQ
ALIISQUE DIS STYGIIS.

Cicero makes particular mention of Susmans,

but Ovid feems to. be ignorant who he is. Sz
Fa

_ L
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Faft. 6. 731. Thus Cicero, cum Summanus in
fafligio Jovis optimi maximi, qui’ tum fictilis, e
czlo i¢tus effet, nec ufquam ejus fimulacri caput
inveniretur, Haurufpices in Tiberim id depulfum
efle dixerunt, idque inventum eft in loco, qui eft ab
Haurufpxcxbus demonftratus. De divin. 1. i. But
this is a Druid’s tale, and the ceremony of fearch-
ing for the head in the Tiber, is flill preferved in
Ireland, on the feftival of Saman, by dipping the
head into a tub of water, to take up an apple in
the mouth ; and by the people of the weftern ifles
wading into the fea, in fearch of sHoNY, on this
feftival.

This Pluto of the Greeks and Latins, is ex-
plained by the Rabbi’s by %mop saMMaAEL, i. e,
Angelus  improbus.  Angelus Sammael improbus
princeps eft omnium Diabolorum; and the like
power is afcribed by the Heathens to Pluto, whom
the Magr and Druids ftudied to reconcile to them :
thus Porphyrius, hos (Dzmones) et maxime eorum
Principem colunt, qui mala per MaGIAM perpe-
trant.

Rabbi Sim. Ben. Jachai, names thefe deities
myow Sammaoni, i. e. Dzmones, part;2, fol. 14,
col. 1. . A name evidently of the fame origin of
the Irith Saman, (b) and of the Perfic asuman, an

: angel

() The Hibernian Druids, underftood by Saman, that be-
ing which had power from' Albeim or God, over the foul,
which they taught was immortal. This is the Hebrew Sbc-
mab, or n. Shemab, :

The Hibernian Druids had five names to exprefs the foul
-of man figuratively, and but one for the rational foul. Thefe
five figurative expreflions are literally the fame as thofe of
she Jeys, feleted from the Holy Scriptures, and as they do

not
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angel who prefides over the 27th day of every Pen
ﬁan folar month, and s conﬁdcred the fame with
MORDAD,

mot occur in any other Celtic language, they are here de-
ferving of notice, becaufe they explain our Druidical Ls Se-
man : they will be more fully difcuffed, when we come to
treat on ecclefiaftical fubjeQs,

The rational foul was called asm, i. ¢. the living fpirit;.

the life, from whénce the Lat. anima.

The ﬁgnrauve expreflions were,

_ 1. Neobbas, i. e. immortglity, from bas, monahty, death:
neo is a preﬁxcd negatwe

2. Ruice, i. ¢, air, fpmt, =ther, life.

3. Samban, Samal, i. e. the likenefs of the great Semb or
Sun, which, they thought, was the likenefs of the Abbeim,
Heatand light is the producer and preferver of life ; there-
- fore; Sol was the god of nativity. '

4. Coidbche, i. e. immortal, continual, for ever.

5. Ceid, Caid, i. e. the gift of god, the divine. love of God
to man ; hence Ceidfpamb, or Ceidamb, is a name for the
month of May, from the folemnities of that feftival, to
Samb ; it was alfo named Cad-am, or the holy feafon ; and
Ceit-am or Kit-am, 1. e, the affizes.

N or Ne, in Hebrew, it 2 fervile letter ; when pre-
" fixed, it #s paffive, or a noun. ‘The ancient Irifh had oo P,
they ufed always B, with an hiatus, Niphesb; beeaufe it bas
a vegetative power, whereby it occafions the growth of
man. Humpbreys in bis Apokgetics of Atbenagoras. '

Manaffeb Ben lfrael, from the Berefbith Rabba, informs
vs, that the ancient Jews had five names for the foul
of man j viz. 1. Nepbefb. 2.Ruach. 3. Nefbemab. 4. Kajah.
§. Jechida. We will produce fome explanations of thefe
words, according to celebrated writers, referving the greater
part for another time, bemg foreign to the fubje@ of this
eflay.

Nepbefb, to breathe out, refpire, take breath, the animal
frame, the perfon in rational creatures ; and it is apphed to
the vegetable life in plants, once in the bible ; but it is ne-
ver the rational foul. Lev. xxi. 3. Neither fhall be (the

priek)

|
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MORDAD, Of ASRAEL, theangel of death. Ri-
chardfon Arab. Lex. vol. i. p. 117. Murdad, in
' Perfic,

prieft) go into any (mepbefberh muth) dead body ; it is the vital
* frame, whether alive or dead. Bates Crit. Heb. '

Fiés, in Irifh, is to vegetate ; but neofds will imply a dead
body, that can vegetate no longer. :

Ethiop. Nepbefp. There are two fouls in man ;' the one,
which is the breath or fpirit of life, (i. e. the rational foul)
proceeding from the mouth of God, the Creator, which re~ -
lates not to the elementary nature of .man, neither doth it
die ; the other, is the animal faculty, (thatis the fenfitive
life or foul) and this is compounded of the elements, and is
itfelf mortal. Job vii. 7. Remember, that (ruch) breath
is my life. xii. 10. In whofe band is the nepbe/b of every
one that lives, and the breath of every fleth of man, Caf-
tellus. : .

Nepbefb, as a verb, fignifies to breathe; and, as a fubftan-
tive, en agent, a breather, a frame breathed in. Hutchinfon.

Nefbemah, fo called, as having the intelle@ual faculty
which diftinguithes man from all mute creatures: it is de-
rived from /bamaim, heavens, and, therefore, this name is ne-
ver read in the Holy Scriptures, as given to beafts, but to
man only, Humphreys’ Apolog. of Athenagoras.

=Nefbemab, breath, the animal that breathes ; but it is not
appropriated to the immortal foul ; it is called, God’s blaft
and breath, Pf, xviii. 16, and 2 Sam. xxii, 16. at the (ne/be-
mab) blaft of (ruch) the breath of his noftrils. Bates
Crit. Heb. :

After T have fhewed the nature of man, his ftation, &c. I
muft thew, that there is a neceflity, and that it cannot be
otherwife, but that all the ideas we have of effence, orpowers
of our owa fouls as other fpirits, nay, even of God, muft be
taken from thofe in the air; and, as nefbemab is taken from
.the air, in the faid cordition and a&ion, balitas, flatus, which
is the true and.rea) idea of the word, it is ufed here for a
being of an effence, not otherwife to be defcribed, of a dif-
ferent nature, and diftin@ from the fubftance of Adam the
man, the creature that lives, and has his powers from the,
element of the air. Hutchinfon’s Introd. Mofes’s Prin. p, 38.

By
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- Perfic, implies giving death ; but he was al(o one of
the reputed guardians of trees, fruits, feeds, and
herbs. Ibid. p. 1568. But MURDAD was alfo the
ancient Perfic name of the month of November.
‘Quintus menfis in anno Gjol. (Julius) fed in anno
vet. November, i. e. Murdad, vulgo Mirdad et
Amirdad, qui eft angelus qui preeeft arboribus, fru-
gibus, ac feminibus et Hyemali parti anni, fed Mur-
dad fea Mordad, q. d. mortem dans, fignificatur,
etiam angelus mortis. Hyde Relig. Vet. Pers.
p. 243. Mordad eft Azrael, qui motiones fedat &
animas a corporibus feperat, ut credunt Perfarum
Magi. Cazvinius.
Apud quofdam veteres Judaeos Yoo Sammacl, i. e,
venenum Dei, exponitur angelus mortis: is tamen
.aliis eorum eft Satamas, feu Princeps diabolorum,
quem aiunt inequitafle ferpentem antiquum et fe-
"duxiffe Evam: nam Sammael exponitur Afmodeus
feu tentator, de quo alias dicitur Sammael eft Prin-
" ceps maximus qui in celis : huic tanquam Diei Judicii
advocato dant feu offerunt munus in die propitiatio-

By Samb, our Druids underftood the fun, the likenefs of
the Albeim, or God ; hence our Saman ; from this idea, Sa-
mail is a likenefs, an image, a vifion, fpeﬂre, ghoft; hence
the Latin Similis.

I believe, the reader will allow, that our Hibernian Druids
could have argued well with our medern philofophers on
this fubjeft ;==he will be pleafed to recolle®, that 1 have
often aflerted, and think I fhall hereafter prove, that the
Irith Druids were not idolaters, had no graven images, and
received the light of the gofpel fooner than any other religi-
fe& in the weftern world.

In the begmmng of the Samaritan Pentateuch, we read,
in principio creavit Afima celum & terram.—Shem is fre«
quently ufed by the modern Jews for Aleim, Deus.




OF ALLHALLOW EVE. 453

nis, ne Judzos propter peccata accufet. Hyiie..
Rel. Vet. Pers. p. 244. See more of this deity in
Buxtorf,

The feaft of Murdad, the angcl of the ancient
Perfians, who prefided over fruit, falling on the 1ft
of November, is evidently the fame as our La
meas ubhull ; and from hence is derived the cuftom -
of eating a great quantity of apples and nuts on
this day ; and the ceremony of the La Saman, or
the followlng day, is blended with it, being both
kept on the vigil of the latter.

I have not met the word Murdad in any ancient
Irifh MSS. but as this deity prefided over herbs, and
our Druids were great botanifts, it is not improba-
ble that the Irith name for agrimony, (viz. murdrad)
to which they attributed fo many excellent virtues,
may be a corruption of murdad, and fo called by
way of excellence.

The Phcenicians believed Pluto to be peaTH,
as we find in Philo. Bybl. ap. Eufebium, L i. c.x.
P- 38. “ nec multo poft more filium ex Rhea geni-
tum vita funGum confecret: but, wsb is the He-
brew na muth, and the Irith muath ; thus the Irith
fay, ata fe dul a muath, it-is petrified, i. e. dead and
gone.

Pluto was the modern name of Sammaon or Sam-
mael: The general derivation of Pluto is from
wawrw, i, e, Riches,—dictus eft Pluto, fay the gloffa-
rifts, axo 7¢ wrerw, hoc eft a divitiis,—qua ex terra
eruuntur vifceribus: true; but we fhall find the
Greek wawrw to be of Iberno-Celtic origin : We will
now trace the hiftory of Pluto in a few words.

Pluto, the fon of Saturn and Rhea, or Ops, was
the youngeft of the three Titan brothers, who

efcaped
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efcaped the cruelty of their father: Italy and Spein
fell to his lot. Pluto retired to the extremity of
Spain, and applied himfelf in carrying on the work-
ing of the gold and filver mines,. with which that
country once abounded, as we learn from Pofhdo-
nius, Avienus, and many others: they even defcribe
its mountains and hills to have been all of gold
and filver, efpecially thofe near Tarteffus.  Arifto-
tle fays, that the firft Phoenicians who landed in
Spain, found fo great a quantity of gold and filver,
that they made their anchors of thofe precious me-
tals : and the author of the book of Maccabees, 1. i.
c. viil. fpeaking of the Romans, fays, that by the
conqueft of Spain, they made themfelves mafters of
the mines of gold and filver.

This, doubtlefs, obliged Pluto, who before was
named Agefilaus, and Agefander; (or the leader of
men, &c.) Dis, 8&ec. to fix his refidence about Tar-
tefJus ;, he was fkilled in mining, and this made him
pafs for the god of riches.

Blot, in Irifh, is a mine, a cave, of any fubterra-
neous place.

Blotac, is a miner or dweller in caves.  Shaw’s
Diétionary, & Vet. Gloff.

P being mutable with B, formed the Irith verb
plutadh, to dig, to mine, to break in pieces : metal
“being early the ftandard of money, blos, blat, and
blath, fignify price, value; and from gold and fil-
ver being eafily polithed, we have the adjective
blothach, as cloch blotach, a polifhed ftone. Hence

. the name of Pluto, and of the Greek shrw, riches
and from Tarteflus the Latin Tartarus, hell.

Pluto continually employed labourers in the
mines, who were obliged to work far in the earth,

~ and
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and, in a manner, as far as hell and the gloomy
manfions of the manes, in fearch of hidden treafures;
and thus Pliny defcribes them, in fede maniumgus
opes querimys, nos ad inferos agumt, |. xxxii. c. i.
hence he was faid to dwell in the centre of the
- earth,: add to this, that they who work in the mines

of gold and filver, commonly die there; fo was
- Pluto reckoned the king of the dead, and the very
name he bore; viz. apes, fignified death, deftruc-
tion ; and from the Pheenician Ep or a¥p, exitium ;..
in the Iberno Celtic, EAD or £aG, death.
. 'The learned Millius, it is true, derives Pluto
from the ovbep miphlezet, mentioned in the
1 Kings, c. xv. v. xiii. the root of which is rba,
philets or phlets, i, e. terrends, as moft interpreters
agree, but this word is better preferved in the Irith
pleifdam or phleifdam, to flaughter, to butcher, to
flay, from phlefdar or fleifdar, a butcher, anglicé, a
Aefber ; but miphlizet is feminine, and has been welt
explained by the Rabbis, and even allowed by Mil-
lius to be the fame as Hecate. .
. It does not appear from any Irith MSS. in what
places the Druids offered facrifices to Saman. We
know, thofe of the 77-mor, or great inyifible fpirit
or Baal, were performed in excelfis, according to
moft ancient cuftom; and from hiftory we learn,
that the Greeks and Romans, in the worfhip of
their infernal deities, dug little trencheés or pits,
which they made ufe of, ipftead of altars. Spencer,
" b. ii. c. xv. “Fabricii Bibl. Antiq. c. ix.

Feftus tells us, that when they facrificed to their
celettial gods, they did it in adificiis a terra exaltatss,
in buildings exalted high above the earth; when to
their terreflial gods, i terra, upon the ground;
but when to the infernal, # serra afofa, in holes or

pits
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pits dug in the ground: and thus the fcholiaft at
Euripides, in Phcenis, fays, that Bex®- is analtar
or building raifed with fteps to go up, upon which
they offered facrifices to the gods, who had ther
dwelling above ; and ‘Eoxées is a ditch or pit dugin
fome elevated ground, of a certain figure, but with-
out fteps, where they facrifice to the inferni
deities.

~ Eafcar, or Eiftsr, in Irith, isa fmall hill, and
many places retain this name from their fituation;
we alfo frequently find fubterrancous buildings in
Ireland, which are evidently of Druidical work-
manthip, fuch as that of New Grange nex
Drogheda, (d) which may probably have been the
place of facrificing to Samman. This hint may lead

our Hibernian antiquaries in fearch of the ‘Boxdes.
Rabbi Mofes Bar Nachman, in his notes on
Deut. xii. 23. (¢) thus defcribes this fuperftitious
worfhip: * They gathered together blood for the
devils, their idol gods, and then they came them-
felves, and did eat of that blood with them, as be-
ing the devils guefls, and invited to eat at the table
of the devils; and fo were joined in federal fociety
with them : and by this kind of communion with
devils, they were able to prophefy and foretel
things to come. According to the opinion of this
Rabbi, they thought their demons efteemed it fuch
a favour and obligation to be treated in this man-
ner, that they would, in the wild and open places
where

(<) See a defcription of this temple, by the learned Go-
vernor Pownal, vol. ii. Archzol. Soc. Ant. Lond. vol. ii.

(e) Only be fure that thou eat not the blood; for the
blood is the life, and thou mayeft not eat the life with the
fleth.
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where they haunted, and which therefore were
made choice of for the performance of thefe fuper-
flitious rites, appear vifibly to them, and foretel
them any thing they had an inclination to know:
Thus Horace defcribes Canidia and Sagana per-
forming thefe rites :

Vidi egomet nigra fuccinam vadere palla,

Canidiam, pedibus nudis, paffoque capillo,

Cum Sagana majore ululantem, fcalpere terram

Unguibus, et pallam divellere mordicus agnam

Caperunt, cruor in foffam confufus, utiinde

Manes elicerent, animas refponfa daturas.

_ Sat. L. i. Sat. viii.

And thus we read in 1 Kings, c. xviii. v. 18. that
Baal’s prophets cried aloud, and cut themfelves
after their manner, with knives and launcets, till
the blood came.

The ceremony of facrificing to Saman, is thus
defcribed in an ancient MSS. entitled, Dun-feancas,
or the topography of Ireland, under the word"
Moagh-fleachs, or the field of adoration, as the Irith
gloffarifts will have it ; but I fhal hereafter fhew that
it fignifies the worfhip of the great God.—* Magh-
“ fleacht, fo called from an idol of the Irith, named
¢¢ Crom-Cruaith, a ftone capped with gold, about
¢ which ftood rwelve other rough ftones. Every
¢ people that conquered Ireland, (that is, every
¢ colony eftablithed in Ireland) worfhipped this
¢ deity till the arrival of Patrick. They facrificed
¢ the firft born of every fpecies to this deity ; "and
 Tighernmas Mc Follaigh, king of Ireland, com-
¢ manded (cucu) facrifices to this deity, on the
% day of saman, and that both men and women
% fhould worfhip him proftrated on the grou'ndli

“ ti
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¢ till they drew blood from their nofes, foreheads,
¢ knees, and elbows; many died with the feverity

¢ of this worfhip, and hence it was called, Mgh-

¢ fleachs.” Vet. MSS. )
Cucu, a facrifice 5 in Hebrew, Chug, the Pafchal
Lamb; and agreeable to Mr. Hutchinfon’s defcrip-
tion of the Hebrew Chugu/, or worfhipping of God
as the Creator of the univerfe, this ancient word
Crom-Cruaith, literally implies, the temple of the
Cruth, i.e. Creator : This is the word ftill ufed for
the trapfubflantiation of the hoft in the mafs
.Cromthear is a priefty Crom ar Chram, in the Bobe-
‘mian language, isa church or temple; Chrama, o
Charma, in the Pheenician language, is Auathoms,
execratio. Hence, fays Bochart, Charma or Hums
Boeotie locus erat Colummis feptus, propter vatem
Amphiarum hiatu terrz ibi abforptum ira execrag-
dus, ut fama fit neque aves illis columnis infedife,

neque feras herbam attigiffe in intercolumnio illo

crefcentem.  See Cuirm afcaom, i the conclufion.
The word Crom, has been fo much miftaken by
the monkifh writers of the eleventh and twelfih
centuries, it deferves further notice. In fome a0-
cient MSS. I find Crom ufed as an attribute of
God: the fame word occurs in the fame fenfc it
Arabic. Cruthis a form, fhape; and Guathar 8
the only word now ufed for God the Greator; it
probably the root of the Latin word. Cruasth is the
genitive cafe, therefore, Crom-Cruaith implies, th
Lord of the Creation: it is fometimes written Cros-
Cruach, perhaps, fignifying the hard and difficult
devotion to be paid to Cram, ‘as defcribed aboves

" but I rather believe, it is the fault of the tras-.

fcriber.
The
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- The following extrals from oriental authors,
will elucidate our Irith word Crom :

Heb. Chrom. (with an Heth.) optimates ; from
whence Heros. Bates, Crit. Heb. :

Arab. Krim, Kerim, one of the attributes of God;
a moft religious man, a true believer. Kiram,
venerable, noble. Kerami, moft revered. Kira-
met, a miracle, i. e, the work of God. - o

Perf. Gawran, worthippers of fire. Keruger, Ke-
ruter, an attribute of God. Richardfon. - -

And in Caftellus, under @15 Crom or. Kerem, ate
the following ebfervations, o

Chaldee. Synagoga. Nomen lapidis pretiofi,
Locus publicus. :

Syr. Nomen Idoli.

Samarit. Nomen Lapidis.

Athiop. Annus. : SR

Arab. Honorificatus fuit; Veneratus fit; Vir
credens & religioni addiCtus; Munificentia Dei;
Maximus ;  Majeftate verendus thronus ; Venera-
tio;, Gloria ;- Signa a viris fanctis edita; Nohiliffi-
. mus; Beneditta.

Thefe fufficiently prove, that Crom was one of
the attributes of the great God : hence, crusm figni-
fies thunder; -Crom-Leas, the altar of the great
God. Magh and Mugh, are Irith words, exprefs-
ing the attributes of God ; in Hebrew, Magen, No-
men Dei, metaphorice vocatur; i. e. Clypeus.
“Thus, alfo the Irith, Borr-Ceann, God ; in Hebrew,
Bore-ruach ; i. e. Creator venti. Amos iv. 13. _

On the oIDHCHE SHAMHNA, (Ee Owna) or Vi-
gil of Saman, the peafants in Ireland affemble with
fticks and clubs, (the emblems of laceration) going
from houfe to houfe, collefting money, bread-cake,

Vou. lII. No. XIL P butter,

Ay
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butter, cheefe, eggs, 8c. &c. for the feaft, repeat-
ing verfes in_honour of the folemnity, demanding
preparations - for the feftival, in the name of
St. Columb Kill, defiring them, to lay afide the
Jasted calf, and to bring forth the black fbeep. . The
good women are employed in making the griddle
cake and candles; thefe laf, are fent from houfe to
houfe in the vicinity, and are lighted up on the (Sa-
man) next day, before which they pray, or are fup-
pofed to pray, for the deparsed fouls of the donac,
Every houfe abounds in the beft viands they can
afford: apples and nuts are devoured in abund-
ance; the nut-fhells are burnt, and from the athes,
many firange things are foretold: cabbages are
torn up by the root: hemp feed is fown by the
maidens, and they believe, that if they look back,
they will fee the apparition of the man intended for
their future fpoufe: they hang a fmock before the
fire, on the clofe of the feaft, and fit up all night,
concealed in a comer of the room, convinceq that
his apparition will come down the chimney, and
turn the fmock; they throw a ball of yarn out of
the window, and wind it on the reel within, con-
vinced, that if .they repeat the Pater Nofter back-
wards, and look at the ball of yarn without, they
will then alfo fee his /4 or apparition : (f) they dip

- ' for

(f) Sith, an apparition. Sith-bbreeg, the fame ; i.e. the ap-
parition of the éreo or {pirit, fire, zther, &c.~=It is fometimes
written Sidb & Sigh. tewv Sheth, Heb. nates, podex, dez-
mon, Et hzc vox Judezis frequens ¢ft in ore, nam fub fpe-
cie amicz falutationis obvios Chriftianos in Polonia & Geg-
mania, farcaftice & impié compellant Sherh wilkome; i. e,
podex vel demon falve.  Skedb enim eft Dzmon. Hinc Seth vel
Set, quafi thedis vel pofitio, femen ; viz. pro Abele fubftitutum,

Bythaer, Clav. Linguz San&z
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for apples in a tub of water, and endeavour to
bring one up in the mouth; they fufpend a cord
with a.crofs-ftick, with apples at one point, and
candles lighted at the other, and endeavour to
catch the apple, while it is in a circular motion, in-
the mouth; thefe, and many other {uperflitious ce-
remonies, the remains of Druidifm, are obferved on
this holiday, which will never be eradicated, while
the name of Saman is permitted toremain, .~
The inhabitants of Siant, (one of the weftern;
iflands of Scotland) had an antient cuftom to facri-
fice to a fea-god, called SHoNY, (Shamhna) at All-
hallow tide, in the manner following: The inha~
bitants round the ifland, came to the church of
St. Mulvay, having ‘each man his provifion along
with him ;, every family furnifhed a peck of malt,
and this was brewed into ale ; ope of their number
was picked out, to wade into the fea up to the
middle, and, carrying a cup of ale in his hand,
flanding flill, in that pofture, cried out with a loud
voice, faying, Shomy, I give you this cup of ale,
hoping, that yowll be fo kind, as o fend us plenty of
Jea ware, for ewriching our ground the enfuing year 5
and fo threw the cup of ale into the fea. This was
performed at night time. At his return to land,
.. P2 they
_ Sith-bbreog, the fame. as Sigh-brog, a fairy ; hence bean»
fighe, plural mna-fighe, women fairies ; creduloufly fuppofed
by the common people, to be fo affected to certain families,
that they are heard to fing mournful lamentations about their
houfes by night, whenever any of the fumily labours under
a ficknefs, which is to end by death: but, no families, which
are not of an ancient and neble flock, (of oriental extraltion, he
fhould have faid) are believed to be honoured with this
fairy privilege, O‘Briens Di@. Hib. - - :
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they all went to church, where there was a candle
burning upon the altar ; and then flanding filent
for a little time; one of them gave a fignal, at
which the candle was put out, and immediately all
went to the fields, where they fpent the remainder
of the night, in drinking, dancing, and finging.
Martin’s Weftern Hlands, p. 28.

From this paffage, it is evident, that saMaN
was cfteemed the angel prefiding over the fruits of
the carth, and was the fame as MurpAD of the
antient Perfians, as before explained.

- According to Pythagoras, the number two was
the moft unlucky ; for which reafon, our Hibernian
Druids fixed:this folemnity on the 2d day of No-
vember, or the month of Saman; and, for the like
reafon, the Romans removed the feaft of Summa-
nus, to- the fecond month of the year; viz. to Fe-
bruary. :

Of ALLHALLOW. EVEN; vulgo,
"HALL E’E N, as alfo, XY TCRACK NIGHT.

From the Appendix to Brandt’s Obfervations
~on Popular Antiquities. = Newcaftle upon
Tyne. 1777. 8vo.

" In the Antient Kalendar of the Church of Rome,
fo often cited, I find the following obfervation on _
the 1ft of November;

Feftum ftultoruin veterum huc tranflatum eft.
The feaft of fools is removed to this day.
Hallow E’en 1s the vigil of All Saints Day.
It is cuftomary on this night, with young peo-
ple in the North, to dve for apples, catch at them
when
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when ftuck on at one end of a kind of hanging
beam, at the other extremity of which, is fixed a
lighted candle, and that with their mouths only, hav-
ing their hands tied behind their backs ; with many
other fooleries.

Nuyts 3nd apples chiefly compofe .the entertain-
ment; and, from the cuftom of ﬂmgmg the formcr
into the fire, it has, doubtlefs, had its vulgar name
of nut-crack night. The catching at the apple and
candle, at leaft, puts one in mind of the ancient
game of the quintain, which is now almoft forgot-
ten, and of which a defcription may be found in
Stawe’s Survey of London.

Mr. Pennant, in his Tour in Scotland, tells ys,
“that the young women there determine the figure
and fize of théir hufbands, by drawing cabbages on
Allhallow Even, and, like the Englifh, -fling nuts
into the fire.

This laft cuftom, is beautifully defcribed by Gay,
in his Spell. - p

Two hazel nuts I threw into the ﬁamc,

And to each nut I gave a fweetheart’sname;

This, with the loudeft bounce, me fore amaz’d,

‘That in a flame of brightett colour blaz'd ;

As blaz'd the nut, {o may thy paffion grow.
&ec. &c. .

The Rev. Mr. Shaw, in his Hiftory of the Pro-
vince of Moray, feems to confider the feitivitysof
this night, as a kind of harveft-home rejoicing: ¢ A
« folemnity was kept, fays he, on the eve of the
¢ firft of November, as a thankf{giving for the fafe
¢ ingathering of the produce of the ficlds. This,
“ I am told, but have not feen it, i obferved in

“ Bychas,
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¢« Buchan, and other countries, by having Hallow
« Eve fires kindled on fome rifing ground.” (g)

He tells us, alfo, in that little fore-tafte of his
work, with which he favoured the Public, in an
Appendix to Mr. Pennant’s Tour, that “ on Hal-
“ low Even they have feveral fuperfiitious cuf
¢ toms:” I with he had given us particular defcrip-
tions of them, for general accounts are exceedingly
unfatisfactory ; curiofity is indeed tantalized, not re-
lieved or gratified by them. End of the Appendix
to Brandt.

The month of Nollagh, or regeneration, for o
the word implies, appears to be borrowed from the
Agyptians: the great feftival of the Druids, in this
month, was about the 25th of December, the day
fixed for the celebration of the birth of our Saviour.
I therefore offer the following obfervations to the
‘learned reader: The overflowing of the river A&~
nis, and the retreating of the waters, were period-

.(g) Cormac, Abp. of Cafhel, in the tenth Century, io bis
Irith Gloffary, tells us, that, in his time, four great fires
were lighted up, on the four great feftivals of the Dre-
ids ; viz. in February, May, Auguft, and November: the
Irith have dropt the fire of November, and fubftituted cao-
dles : the Welfh fill retdin the fire of November; batcan
give no reafon for the illumination, fays the author of Let-
ters from Snowden.—I believe, his enquiry into this folew-
nity, was not very deep, for the Welfh are, in general, well
acquainted with the ancient ceremonies of the Druids.
Thefe feftivals fhall be explained in future publications, 35
opportunity ferves: they firengthen the affertion I have often
made, that the cuftoms of the common people of Ireland,
and the MSS. ftill in being, afford more opportunities of ex-
plaining the tenets ot the religion of the Druids, than thofe
of any other people in the world, the Brackmans excepted. .

\

-
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cal: the firft was fixed for the begmnmg of their
mournings ; fo did a very extraordinary circum-
ftance, point out to them precifely, when to change
the mourning, into the moft extravagant mirth and
rejoicings. The Egyptians put a letter into a baf-
ket made of bulrufhes, and with ceremonious in-
cantations, delivered it to the river on its reflux,
which carried it to the fea; and this letter, of its
own accord, "went to Bybhs, about eighty leagues
diftant, whcre the women, who knew the time of
its approach, received it with the greateft reve-
rence: this letter informed them, that Adonis was
regenerated, or come to life again; their mourning
was immediately turned into joy, and the whole
city filled with revelling and licentioufnefs. We
meet with this ftory in Lucian : * There was,” fays
he, “a man’s head brought every year from Egypt
“ to Byblis, over the fea, in the fpace of feven
¢ days, the winds carrying it with a divine gale,
¢ that it turneth not to the one way, nor to the other,
% but comes in a ftraight paffage directly to Byb-
¢¢ lis; which, though it may feem miraculous, hap-
¢ pens every year, and did the fame when I was
% there.”

This is the reafon, we fo often fee on old coins
the Dea Syria, with a head in her hand: it is fup-
pofed, that Ifaiah (xviii. 2.) alludes to this, where he
denounces woe to them who fend ambaffadors by fea,
even in veffels of bulrufbes upon the waters. The
word 7firim, which we tranflate ambaffadors, figni-
fies idols; and Bochart, therefore, underftands it, of
the head of Ofiris 4 which, he fays, they fent by the
power of the deuil, from Egypt to Byblis: The
LXX tranflate it by imserss Cirias, as if they were

letters

'
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letters that were fent to Byblis: The Irith ant-
quary could have informed them, -that os sris, in
their language, implies, the holy or divme head,
This flory is not unlike that publithed not many
years fince, in the life of St. Wenefrede, for the ufe
of the pilgrims who vifited her well, and which the
editor very gravely endeavours to perfuade us to
believe: it is this; that fhe annually fent St. Beuno
a curious embroidered waiftcoat, and, wrapping it
in a woollen cloth, caft it into her well, from
" whence it paifed down the fiream into the river,
then into the fea, and landed near the monaftery
where St. Bemno dwelt, at Clynnog, near Carnarvon,
many miles diftant.

I fhall conclude this fubjet with a paffage from
Porphyry, becaufe, it was the fentiment of our Hi-
bernian Druids.

« We will facrifice,” fays he, “ but in a manne
“ that is proper; bringing choice victims with the
¢ choioeft of our faculties; burning and offering
¢ to Gop, who, as a wife man obferved, is adow
““ all, nothing fenfual: for nothing is joined to mat-
“ ter, which is noti mpure ; and, therefore, incon-
“ gruous to a nature, free from the contagion be-
“ longing to matter: for which reafon, neither
“ fpeech, which is produced by the voice, nor even
“ internal or mental language, if it be infeGted with
¢ any diforder of the mind, is proper to be offered
“ to'Gop : but we worfhip Gop with an unfpot-
“ ted filence, and the moft pure thoughts of his
¢ nature.”

Thefe arguments were brought by the Heathens,
to defend worfhipping the images of their Gods;
and their Gods, for aught we know to the contrary,

were,
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-were, when on earth, though their pofterity foon fell
into idolatry, as good famss, that is, as accepta-
ble to Almighty God, and perhaps more fo, than
St. Francis, Ignatius Loyola, and a great many
other Enthufiafts, who make a confiderable figure
in the Romifh Kalendar,

OF



