Leland Wallace Sims

In recognition of National POW Day, Leland Sims, of San Antonio, Texas came to Idaho to meet the "Patriots" (students) behind this web site.  

Inspired by a letter from one of the students volunteering on this project, Leland traveled to Lewiston not only for the students, but to meet the Petrie's; family of Wayne Petrie who Leland had been interned with in Camp 17.
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n bis way to a military reunion in Shreveport,
., he said, and Lewiston wasn't far out of his

va

“Knd e wanted to meet Wayne Petrie's family.

Sims and Petrie shared the march, the trans-
ort on the “Hell Ship” Clyde Maru, a captured
reighter, and then the train ride to the slave la-
or camp in Japan.

‘Work days were 18 hours long, work “weeks”
vere 10 days, with the 11th day designated
Sunday” by the Japanese guards. Those days
rere reserved for cleaning the camp, punish-
nents, standing at attention for hours in the hot

un.
Before his death, Petrie said “In the two
ears T was there, we lost at least a man a day to
ccidents in the mine, starvation and brutali-
es.”
He was down to 95 pounds when the war end-

Sims, still tall and slender, says he weighed
60 when he went overseas. He was told he
seighed less than 70 pounds when he arrived at
ne first military hospital, but he thinks it was
loser to 80.

Sims brought a copy of the typewritten post-
ard that was sent to his mother while he was
mprisoned there. It says:

“Received letters. Glad to receive news and
ope for more real soon. Send pictures. T am in
00d health do’t worry about me. Our quarters
omfortable, we have many recreations. Work-
ig each day for which we receive pay. Regards
> family, remernber me to my friends and rela-
ves. Leland W, Sims,”

Only his name is hand written. The cards
vere given fo them already typed, and they
vere ordered to sign —or else,

‘Her grandmother told her that her grandfa-
her woke up every night crying, says Mallory
cirie. But he never had a hateful feeling to-
ard the Japanese because they were just do-
1g their job;

There were some like that, Sims agrees. But

From 1C

there was one back in the coal
‘mines, he'd like the opportunity
10go back and settle things with,
even almost 60 years after.

Sims, accompanied by his
daughter, Brenda McDonald of
San Antonio, spent hours over the
past week with Dahl and her for-
mer students, now at Jenifer Ju-
nior High, And with the Petrie
family and with another Bataan
survivor, Warren M. (Bill) Smith
of Lewiston.

He has been amazed at the re-
ception and at the interest, he

says.
e students are equally
amazed.

“I'm surprised at how far ywe.
have come with this and that Mr.
Sims actually came up all the
‘way from Texas to meet us,” says
Tesla Lindeil

Tt was weird to sit down at Mc-
Donald’s with fries and a ham-
burger and hear him talk about
eating_grasshoppers and wa-
tered-down rice and soup, says
Mellick

“I never thought & summer
project would lead to knowing
people and understanding things,

bered,” says A.J. Holden.

“It was cool, very cool,” says
Dakota Winter.

Definitely more valuable than the average
class, Josh Hartwig adds.

Michelle Tousley was the guiding force be-
hind the project, sometimes coming in three
days a week, and, with Lindell and Mellick, de-
manding perfection of detail, Dahl says.

‘There was a reason, Tousléy says. “Peoplé go
through so many things, especially during war,

Linda Dahl (left), Lewiston librarian, and Jenifer Ju;
helping these people be remem-  Lindell, Dakota Winter, Josh Hartwig and A.J Holden, along with Michelle Tousley (not pictured),
worked together to create a Web site in honor of Leland Sims and other veterans of World War |

and lots of times don't get recognition for things
they do. 1 want to make sure they get some.”

Wayne Petrie died two months before his first
grandehild was born.

Leland Sims helped bridge a gap for his
family.

“It's just really neat to have a link now, to
meet someone who was there,” says Sarah

r High students (from left) Linds

Tribune/Kyle Mills
Mellick, Tesla

Petrie, Wayne's 19-year-old granddaughter.
“One that blows me away,” Dahl says, “is
what would he say if he know there was a whole
Web site about him?”
“He'd probably say, ‘What's a Web site
said Mallory Petrie, 15,

Lee may be contacted at
slee@imtribune.com
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Accompanied by his daughter, Brenda MacDonald, Leland was received as a special guest of honor for several planned events during the week of his visit. They would be hosted by the Project Manager, Linda Dahl Weeks, who was very honored to have them stay with her, and the "Patriots" – who were given special permission to be away from school for all the activities, such as meeting Leland, along with others and the local news and TV stations, at the airport. 
This events of the week began with a special greeting at the airport, followed by Leland as guest speaker for National POW Day at the Junior High the "Patriots" attend. 
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A "POW Day" was held at the local library; Leland, along with another Japanese POW, Lewiston resident Warren (Bill) Smith, were guests and held a presentation.

The week ended with a barbecue at the home of the youngest son of Wayne Petrie, James, and his wife Karla. Here the families were able to spend a special evening together before Leland and Brenda were to fly out the next day for a national POW reunion.
The accompanying article from the local newspaper perhaps best tells how much this visit meant to everyone involved. And how enriched are the lives of all who were able to partake in the week's events.
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     Leland's POW Cards & Photos - following pages
  Prisoner of War Cards from Leland that made it home!
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W Lewiston school kids
honor Bataan survivors

By SANDRA L. LEE
OF THE TRIBUNE

as Linda Dahl, a Lewiston ele-
mentary school teacher, rode
with Leyiston Patrolman Jon Petrie.

Can you help me find out more
about my father, who survived the
Bataan Death March, and maybe
find someane who knesy him or what
he went through? Petrie asked,

His father, Wayne Petrie, 52, was
Lewiston's postmaster when he died
in 1972 0f cancer. Jon was 12.

Anything she found could be
shared with students, he agreed

It seemed a simple lesson plan, a
way to bring some of the reality of
‘World War IT to her students

Two years, hours of research,
writing and work by Dahl and her
students, and two things happened:

A Web site, wwwmyweb.ca-
bleane.netivifukuokal 17.himl

And Leland Sims.

Sims, 83, of San Antonio, was one
ofthie Bataan survivors the students
discovered. And he had survived
both the forced march on the Philip-
pine peninsula of Bataan and the
oal mines of Fukuoka Camp 17 on
the Japanese mainland with Petrie.

Bataan is infamous,

About 75,000 Americans and Fil-
ipinos were surrendered there April
9,1942, by their American comman-
der after supplies ran out and the
Japanese cutthem off.

About 60,000, already weakened
by lack of food and malaria, were
forced to march for up to 24 days to
prison camps as far away as 80
miles.

They had no food, water or med-
ical care. Some collapsed on the way
and were Killed where they lay.
Some went crazy with the heat and
lack of water and broke away from
the Tine. They &lso were killed.

‘Ten thousand, maybe 16,000, died

I( started with a simple question

Matt Gillispie (center), 13, lis
Junior High School. Sims vi
vivors of the Philippines campaig

on the way. Thousands more died of
starvation, disease and torture n the
next three years.

Some estimates are that only a
third of the men who were alive at
the surrender lived to see liberation
in September 1945

Many survived because the man
swho walked next to him held him up
and kept him moving.

‘That, Sims says, was the founda-
tion for the slogan of the American
Ex-Prisoners of War:

“We existto help those who ¢anriot

World War il with a Web site.

help themselves.”
Another slogan, worn on a patch
onhis vest, is perhaps better known:

“The ~Battling Bastards of
Bataan,” it says, “No Mama, No
Papa, No Uncle Sam.”

X

Lindsey Mellick was 12, a sixth-
grader_at Whitman Elementary
when she first wrote to Sims. “She
wanted to know what 1 did and
swhere Twas at,” Sims says.

Dahl got the names from the na-
tional POW organization, which

TribuneiKyle Mills

tens to stories from Bataan Death March survivor Leland Sims at Jenifer
ed the school Friday to meet students involved in recog

g the sur-

wanted help tracing the men so their
experiences could be documented.

‘Her students got on the Internet.

Writing the letters to them per-
sonally wasn't part of the assign-
ment

Tt was to honor them, Mellick
says.

Sims wrote bick

Two years later, he says he wanted
to see if the letters really came from

ar-old in Idaho. He was

See EX-POW, Page 5C





Cards sent from Cabanatuan
Front and back
Back of cards -
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Message from card was

censored by the Japanese
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Home From Hospital Retirement Party
Dec. 1945 May 1960





 Leland – (left) 
    1st leave home - 1939

(right) Ruston Sept 1940 - pre war -

notice the 27th Bomb group name on the truck?
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(R) Okinawa -after the war
(L) Wearing Bronze Star 1989
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Leland Sims Obituary
Leland Wallace Sims - SAVANNAH - Leland Wallace Sims went home to be with the Lord Sunday, January 3, 2010, at the age of 89. 
Leland was born in Smackover, Arkansas July 21, 1920. On September 9, 1939, Leland enlisted in the Army Air Corps. He was assigned to the 27th Bomb Group. He was a survivor of the Bataan Death March. He then spent three and a half years as a prisoner of war in Japan. He continued to serve his country in the military until 1960. He retired from civil service in 1980. He had been awarded the Purple Heart and the Bronze Star. At first, Leland did not speak much about his experiences while he was a prisoner of war. He joined the National and San Antonio Chapters of the American Ex-Prisoners of War. The 27th Bomb Group had yearly reunions. 
It was through these organizations that he was able to share his experiences with others. It was later that he began writing about his years as a prisoner of war. His book was completed and published in November of 2009. He held no ill-will toward the Japanese.

Leland lived a long and fulfilling life. He married Joyce Henry in 1947. 

Together they had two daughters, two grandchildren and four great-grandchildren. They finally settled in San Antonio, Texas after his retirement from the Army in 1960. In 2004, Leland called Jean Southwell in Savannah. Leland had met Jean while he was stationed in Savannah in 1940 when she was 14 years old. Her family often fed and visited with the soldiers. Leland and Jean married October 28, 2004. 
They spent five loving years together laughing and holding hands.
He is preceded in death by his wife of 54 years, Joyce Sims. He is survived by his wife of 5 years, Jean Sims, daughters Brenda and husband Jim McDonald, Ginny and husband Raymond Flint. Sister Evelyn Higgins, niece Fran Higgins and nephew Steven Higgins. Grandchildren Nora Valdez and David Sims. 

Great-grandchildren Niko, Nathan, Aron and Noah Valdez. And many, many friends. 
Interment, with full military honors, will be in Fort Sam Houston National Cemetery in San Antonio, Texas. 
Leland wrote “My War Story”. Contact webmaster if you would like to receive a copy.
