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Medal, United Nations, Korean Service Medal, Good Con-
duct, three American Presidential Unit Citations, Korean
Presidential Unit Citation and Philippine Unit Citation.

WILLIAM J. KERINS, born Chicago, IL Feb. 28, 1919.
Joined the Illinois National Guard Sept. 19, 1940 and inducted
into federal service with the 192nd Tank Bn., Co. B Nov. 25,
1940. Unit called off on 1941 to Louisiana Maneuvers and
sent to Philippines. Arrived in Manila, P.I. Nov. 21, 1941.
Taken prisoner at the fall of Bataan. Survived Death March
and box car hell train to Camp O’Donnell.

Sent on work detail to Cabanatuan south of Manila to
work on bridges. Came down with malaria and was sent to
Camp No. 1, Cabanatuan. In September 1943 transferred to
Niigata, Japan working in a foundry until the surrender of
Japan.

Discharged as a staff sergeant May 27, 1946.

Worked for Department of Navy and the Department of
Army as a civilian personnel specialist.

Retired in Oregon with wife of 43 years, Marguerite.
Have one son and two grandchildren.

ROBERT O. KIMSEY, M/Sgt., retired, born May 26,
1919, Pilot Mound, IA. Sworn into service on Oct. 10, 1939,
14th Cav., Ft. Des Moines, IA. Transferred to Air Corp,
stationed at Moffitt Field and Hamilton Field in Bay area of
San Francisco, CA. With 79th Pursuit Sdn. until September
1941. Transferred to 21st Pursuit Sdn. and went to Philippine
Islands in October, 1941. Arrived Manila in November, 1941.
Stationed at Nichols Field when we were attacked by the
Japanese on Dec. 7, 1941.

Work in the Armament Section of the 215t Pursuit Sdn.
Went to Bataan, was involved in the Point’s Defenses on
Mariveles Peninsula. Was in the Death March of Bataan.
Prison camps were O’Donnell and Cabanatuan. Ended up in
a copper mine in Japan, Moto Yama. Retired from military
service, May 1978. Achieved rank of master sergeant. Now
live in Grimes, IA.

MERLE ARTHUR KINDEL, was born July 17, 1919
in Lovington, NM. I was drafted in March, 1941 and assigned
%mry. A, 200th Coast Arty. After training at Ft. Bliss, El

Paso, TX, the 200th was shipped to a camp outside Clark
Field. After the Japanese bombing, we fought and retreated for
four months, surrendering on Bataan. We began the Death
March to Camp O’Donnell then moved to Cabanatuan for
approximately one year.

A group of 500 was shipped to Japan, Camp No. 17, near
Omuta where we worked in coal mines for approximately two
years. We were there when the atom bomb was dropped on
Nagasaki, 30 miles away, and remained until the surrender in
1945. Was POW for 42 months. Discharged June 1946 with
rank of sergeant.

Returned home, married, raised two sons. Retired after
38 years with City of Lovington as Director of Public Works.
Also have three wonderful grandchildren.

A.H. (BILL) KING, born in Hutchinson, K, on Jan. 31,
1912. Enlisted in the U.S. Army on Jan. 8, 1932. Served three
years in Hawaii; reenlisted for

the 31st Inf. stationed in Ma-

nila, P.L; reenlisted in Manila |

in the Air Corps, stationed at [

Nichols Field Rizal, P.I.

While at Nichols Field

seven of us were assigned to
the 20th Sn. We were supposed
to depart Manila in November
1939. The boat was delayed
until February 1940. We joined
the 20th at Moffett Field in
March 1940. Returned to Ni-
cholas Field with the 20th on
Oct. 31, 1940.

Were assigned to Nichols Field until July 2, 1941 when
the squadron was transferred to Clark Field. Remained at
Clark until Christmas Day 1941 when we were evacuated to
Bataan. Were assigned to Mariveles Field, where we were
when we surrendered. Made the march of Bataan, train ride to
Capas, Tarlac, then to Camp O’Donnell. Transferred once
again to Cabanatuan Prison Camp No. 1 on July 2,1942. Was
liberated from Cabanatuan POW Camp on Jan. 30, 1945 , by
the 6th Army Rangers and a squadron of P-61’s, Returned to
the States on March 15, 1945. Was hospitalized at Bruns
General Hospital, Santa Fe, NM, where [ met my wife,
Elizabeth Armstrong from Lincoln, IL; she was in the Army
Nurse Corps. We were married in January 1947. Have five
children and eight grandchildren. Have lived in Florence, AZ
since that time.

On June 27, 1987 slipped and fell and broke my back at
home in the house. Spent 18 months in the hospital and
nursing homes before getting to come home. Spend most of
my time trying to learn to walk again; it’s a lot harder than the
first time which I do not recall.

CLARENCE L. KINSER, born in Norton, VA on June
2, 1920. Enlisted in the U.S. Army at Richmond, VA Oct. 3,
1939. Served in Co. D, 3rd Combat Engineers at Schofield
Barracks, T.H. from December 1939 to June 1941.

Arrived in the Philippines, Nichols Field in July, 1941
with the 809th Aviation Engineers Bn. (sep) to construct
airfields. Our first assignment was to construct new and
additional runways at Nichols Field, P.1.

Japan attacked on Dec. 7, 1941 and I was assigned to a
demolition crew to destroy gas dumps and military installa-
tions prior to our retreat from Nichols Field to Bataan on New
Year’s Eve. The 809th became C Co. of the 803rd Aviation
Engineers and as a member of this unit I served on the Bataan
airstrip. We kept the airstrip ready atall times for the use of our
planes. Never was it outof action forany length of time. I'spent
last week of March until our surrender on the front line. We
retreated and surrendered on April 9, 1942 at K Post 162 near
Mariveles. I was on the Bataan Death March and on our way
to the POW Camp at Camp O’Donnell. T was later moved to
Cabanatuan Camp No. 1 where I was assigned to the burial
detail.

Left the Philippines on a Jap ship Totori Maru, on Oct.
8,1942. Attacked by a U.S. Navy submarine four days out of
Manila. Lucky for us the submarine missed and was sunk. One
year later USS Grenadier was sunk.

I was assigned to three camps in Japan. We arrived on
Nov. 11, 1942 at the Stadium Camp in Yokohama. Later
moved to the Brick Yard Camp in Yokohama. From the
Stadium Camp we were forced to work for the ship yards and
Assono Dry Dock. It was the Assono Dry Dock that we were
put before a Jap firing squad for refusing to work. We stood
our ground; the Japs lost face, but we got beat up pretty bad
later at the camp.

In 1944 T was moved to the Brick Yard Camp in
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HAROLD P. KIPPS,
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RAYMOND S. KIRCH
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      Merle Arthru Kindel
            Born: July 17, 1919 in Lovington, NM

I was drafted March, 1941 and assigned to Btry. A, 200th Coast Arty.  After training at Ft. Bliss, El Paso, TX, the 200th was shipped to a camp outside Clark Field.  
After the Japanese bombing, we fought and retreated for four months, surrendering on Bataan.  We began the Death March to Camp O’Donnell then moved to Cabanatuan for approximately one year.

A group of 500 was shipped to Japan, Camp No. 17, near Omuta where we worked in coal mines for approximately two years.  We were there when the atom bomb was dropped on Nagasaki, 30 miles away, and remained there until the surrender in 1945.  Was POW for 42 months.  Discharged June 1946 with rank of sergeant.


Returned home, married, raised two sons.  Retired after 38 years with City of Lovington as Director of Public Works.  Also have three wonderful grandchildren.
