HEy YuBL, NEJ YORL,

_ 19 October, 1949,

STATEMENT OF: GORDON, Carl Burke, Ser.# 375 67 38,
EMC, U.S, Ravy.
Attached To: U.S.S., Harrimeck, {A037).

This is to certify that I first met Robert A, ROSS in the
sunmer of 1938 while I was visiting my relatives in Caklend,
California, I was on leave at that time from the U.5.S, RELIEF,
@ U.5. Navy Hospital Ship which I was on duty aboard,

- As Robert Ross wag a very closs friend of onme of my
brothers, we soon bdecame well acquainted with each other. Later,
about six months after ¢hat time, Robert Ress enlisted in the
U.S, ¥arine Corps.

Altheugh I d4id not see Robert Ross again for almost three
ysars; I had heard that he was on duty with the Fourth Regiment,
B.8, ﬁﬂiﬁl; at M&i_’ mﬁm, in 1941, About Qct@b&r, 19&-1.
while I was serving as 8 U.S. Rayy Hospital Corpemen on Inde-
pondant Buty aboerd a U.S. Havy Tug in the rhilippine Islands,
the Fourth Regiment, V.S, Harines, were transferred from China
%o the Philippines. :

OB the morning of the 8th of December, 1941, the Navy Tug
that I was abeard For duty, toek aboard a group of U,S. Marines
.at the U.S, Naval Station, Olongape,; Zambalés, Luson, Philippine
Islands, Robert A. Roes was then a Corporal, V.S. Marine Corps,
and & membsyr of that group of U.S. Marines that came aboard my
shif; ¥y ship transported that group of U.S. Marinss to
¥ariveles, Datasn, Luzon, P.I. Robert Ress and I had quits a
leng visit while en route to Mariveles, He was in vsry good
health at that time axd his morale was very high, even though
War had Just dbegun that sems day with Jepan. :

The aext time thaet I sew RBebert Ross was on the night of
the 28th of Docember, 1941, when my ship again transported a
group of U.5, Merinss that Robert Ross wes smong, We took these
Merines from Mariveles to Corrdgider Island in M¥anilas Bay, ¥.I.

I saw Reobert Boss several times during the next four months
and he 414 not appear to be, or have beem, 1ll, even though the
sonditions whieh he had to live were very rugged, he having been
assigned to Beach Guerd Duties on Corregldor Island during the
heavy Japanese bombardment of that Island..

On the 10th of April, 1942, my ship was abandoned during the
daytims and the orew were put ashors on Corregidor, We eperated
our ship only et anlghts after that time, On the night of the
5th of ¥ay, 1942, the Japansse made a landing oa the East Secter
of Corregidor Island, the 3Sector that Robert Ross was assigned

as Beach Guard.

The following dey, the american Ferees on Corregidor, under
Gemeral Wainwright, U.S. Army, surrendered to the Japanese, I
did not see Robert Hoss for several days later, but found him
among the large group of prisonsrs of the Japanese oa Corregi-
doy, Robsrt Ross was in fair heelth, having lost some weight
due to the low dilet he had regeived pricr to and just after the
fall of Corregidor, and slso had Diarrhea, as nmost of the other
smerican Prisoners. BRobert Ross was also suffering from that
let-dswn which we all had after so long a periocd of mental strain
whiobh everyone en Corregidor had gone through at the fall.
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About one week after this meeting with Robert Ross, Ross
was teksrn by the Japanese Army Guards to Manila, and from there
to the Irisom Camp at Cabanstuan, Nprthern Luzon, £.I. I remain-
ed on Corregidor with the U.S, irmy and U.3. Havy Medlceal Depart-
ments. I did not see Robert Ross eagain for almost two years,
but we had sent word to each other through other r¥risoners of
¥ar, as they were belng moved about the Fhillppines to various
work details.

Early in 1944, Robert Ross arrived at B11ibid Frison in
Manila, among a large group of Prisoners of iar being taken by
the Japsnese Army from the Philippines to Jepan. Robert Rose
remained in Bilibid for a fow days awalting transportation to
Japan. I was asgigned to a group of U.S8. Navy Medieal Depert-
mnt FPersonnel whe were operating a Prisen Hospital in Bilibid,
Robert Ross was then in poor health, welghlng barely one hundred
pounds, and had suffered from s6Vere Dyseatery and Beriberl at
Cabapatusn Prison Camp. He was quite concerned about his move
to Japan, as he knew that he would have to go aboard a Japanese
Ship, apd we had all heerd word from the Filipino Underground
how the American Submapines hed been sinking the Jap Shipping.
He was no different them any other Prisomer of the Japsnese who
knew that he would have to spend several weeks in the hold of a
Jap Ship that would be dedging American Subs and FPlanes.

The next time that I saw Robert Ross was inm February, 1943,
after I had been Saken by the Japanese to a Prison Camp in Fapan,
mp No. 17, at Omuta, Kyushu, Jepan, Robert Ross at that tlme

welghed no rore then ¥iaty (90) Pouads, and hé appeared Lo m»

%o bs no more then & wallking ghost. I could hardly reconlze him
and he darsly rveconized me at the time, He had been working
long hours in & nearby Jap Coal Mine, receiving little or no
food and many beatings by the Japanese.

The .Coal Mine, where Hobert Ross had beeh detalled by the
Japaness Guards, had been sondemned by smesrican Engineers quite
a number of years prior to the start of the ¥ar. The Japenese
had re-opened this mine and forced prisoners o work im it. I%
was very unsafe to even be ip it, let aloms work in 1%, ard the
Coal Veins were very shallow and roaky. The Japanese demanded
that eash woricing group prodmced a large amound of work in a
given length of tims, regardless of the working comditicmns,.
Failure to produce the required amount of work brought severe
beatings with olubs, shovels, iren bars, kickings, ete., by the
Jepanese in chage of the werking group. Robert Ross wea on the
receiving end of many of such beatings.

The low starvetion diet, long hours of deily rigorous work
in ap ungafe Coal Mine, and mumsrous erusel beatings bad broken
his spirit amd health, and Aobert Ross was probally more dead
thes slive whem I first saw him in Japam, early in 1945. Every-
one, (prisoners), in Camp Fo, 17 had one lone thought in his
mind, how sould he get more foed and how could he work another
day for the Japanese. Uhen I look back upon it ell now, I
wonder how any of us had not gone completely ned - oy maybe we
did spd dide't know i%.

on the 15th of August, 1945, tbhe Japanese suspended all
work for the Prisomers of 7ar in Camp HNo. 17, and began to feed
us more food. we felt that the war must be finally over, bdbut
due to so many disappointments before, we gould nst bring us to
beliave such. ZEveryomne was very excited whea conf irmation was
vaocived, bub excited is only a mild way of putting it.



V.3.S, MERRIMACK,{4037).
STATEMERT OF: GORIOR, Carl 3urke, {Continued).

4Altor Robert Ross and I were returnad to the United States,
we both were hospitalized at the U.S, Naval Hospitel, Oakland,
California, and shortly afisr our arrival there, we were granted
Hehebilitation Leave at about the saxe time, :~:8 we both ilved
in Qakland, California, Hobert Zoss and I spent much time with
each other while on leave. OQur families and frisnds could not
sesm to understand us, 85 we both ssemed to have to have some-
thing to do at sll times. In answer to the uestion whether or
not Robert i. Roass is more nervous today then before he entered
the U.35. Marine Corps, the answer is definitely yes. I do not
remember Robsrt Hoss heving been nerveous prior to the war,

I feel that I am well gualified to state the sondition of
Robert A.R083, as I have khown him for such a long period of time
and have survived the same conditions ha has while we both were
& irisoner of ¥ar of the Japanese. Also, I have been a member
of the U.8. Hevy ledical Department for fourteen years, and feel
that this should qualify=me in stating my opinion of another mans
medical condition, ‘

It is my opinion that Robert A. ROS88 is now suffering from
the after effects of having had Acute Dysemiery, Severe Beriberi,

Generalized Mslnutriticz and Combet Fatigue. It is also my
opinion thet he now bhas an aggravated condition of Combat Fatigue,

due to condition= he hasd been subjectad to while a Frisoner of
wer of the Japenese for a pericd of Forty (40) Months, From

6 May, 1542, until after the surrender of the Japanese Govera-
mant to the Unlted states Forces.

The adkove statemsnt is true znd correct to the best of my
knowledge and bellef. .

U.S.5. MERRIMACK,{4037),
% FLEET POST UPFICE,
NE¥ YORK, NE¥ YORK.

Subseribed and sworn before me this 19th day of Ootober,
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