DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
Navell, Californie

Jenuary 10, 1546

Ennao Sakeszoto
Cheiraan, Soxuji Kikoku Hoshi Dan
Tgutomu Higashi
Cheirassn, Hoizoksn Soinsn Pan
Zule Laite Conter
Newsll, Califoraia

Sirai

Your letter of Janvary 1, 1945 arnd your telsgyam of Jamwery &, 1840
%3 the Atiorney Goueral portelning %o the approhencion as alien spawliss
of ssveuty membors of your organlzations on Decembar 2V, 1941 hns besa
reierred Lo me for reply. Although I have been in some doubt ae to whether
120 latisr merits &ny reply st all inssmuch as 1 heve gquestioned both of
you and have found that neither of you 18 able tc write Bnglieh avd tharvsfora
n3isher could havs written the ietter himeel? end since neitber of pou iu
edle or willing %o toll mu who 43d write it, 1 heve nevertholess detorminsd
t> make this raply to your commupications so that your two organisations
mar hava a clear and uneguivocal statement ac to the attituds and policles
of the Jemartmont of gustice towsrd the organisgations sad thair activisies.

I may say at the outset that the fone of your communicatione as v
we.l &8 ths tons of she statomsnts made to me by the leaderchip of the ifie
orzanizations sugzestsy that those loadera, possiltly because they have for
searly thrae ysars reaided ir caups sofaly away frox the preaserc: of
war, have lost all sense of reslity. The young men of ths Fokoku Seinea
Dan lsadership glibly sssert thelr leyalsy to the Swperor of Japsn and
tholr dosire to figh® in ths Japanese Avmy. They haye the sffronisry to
engags on dpsrican eoil in semiw-military drilling azd ia Japanece
pusriotic exarcisas o the sound of dbugles. They bave the impudence to
aupear belfors officlsls of the American Govermment wearing theizr hair
ou’ short in tho zanner of Jupaness suldlers and having pailsted on thslz
enirss a Japansse patriotic emdler with the background of the Rireing Sun.
Ths older men of the Sokuji Kikoku Hoehl Dan do not make such apcctaclez
of themselysz Dut fsel fres not only to tell the Juxerican Sovernment of
tholr loyalty %o Japen but even to encourage the sctivities of the younz
mailis :

&il this would be vsd enmocugh but whati ie worgs 1e that the lesadars
of thaose organizations appear o fsel $hat beceuwe of these activities
thay aroe entitled %o respoct end approval not only from perzons who ars
loyal %o Japan bus from the Amsrican Goveranent 1tsclf. Ths tome of the
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comuunications which the leaders of the two organizstions have bad with na
indicates that thoss leaders believe that the organizations are respactably
and reasonable ones sntitled %o the friendly consideration of this Coveriusens.
In thipking that, thosc lesders have, as I say, loet all sense of realisy.

As thoae of us vho bave not for years besn sbeltered bshind ihs
protoctive fences of thie Camp apprecimte and as tho heroic Nisci of the
100th Battaifion know a:l tco well, 4America is ongaged Ip a terrible war
and is paying for the vietory, wiailch ie surs, a frightful cost 4n btlood
and lives, The Japansse Army and Navy, to which the leaders of thoes
organisations profess loyalty, commenced this war against us without
warning and the victories cver the Japsnese Army and Fgvy which we bave
already won and will contirue to win are taking the lives of thoussnds of
our young men of every anecsiry, iacluding your own,

Under these cilrcumgtsnces only childr’n or half-cragy people could
suppose that the American Governasnt can look with friendship or approval
upon organizations openly engaged in activitles designed to show loyalty
%0 the enemy. In my opinion the rsason the lsadership of those organi-
zatione so foolishly falls to understand the attitude which the Anoerican
Government must take towvard the organizations is that the leaders heve
throughout most of the war refused to fight in the dmerican Army, teen
unable to fight in the Japsnese Army and have sat in safety and evesn
relative comfort in & Government camp. Tule Laeke may not Le a delighiful
place to live but there is little doubt that the foxholes are worso.
Sheltered az they aro, the leaders do not know the meaning of war.

Nembers of the organizations, particularly the Hokokv Seinea Dan,
toll wme that they are anxious to flght for Japan and that they should
receivs at lsast the rospecs dus to onemy patriots. 1 doudbt very much
whether they are entitied even %o that consideration. In the first place,
the nembdsrs of tho Hokokuv Seinen Dan are almost all Americsn citizensa,
They wers born in tho United States. Zven by the Japanose code, loyalty
is & matter of birth; and this country, thersfore, is ths mother couantry
of ths meabars of the Yeinen Dan. Yet in time of war those young men,
who were born in this couvntry, bave betreysd it and have demonstrated their
loyalty to the enemy. They are not patricts, but tinitors. They ure,
thonk God, but & small minority of the young poople of Japsnsse ancestyry
born in this country, but they &ro a dlsgrace and & shame to thelr dbrother
Japanese-imericans who have provad with thsir 'blood that they understand
what 1t means to be loyal to the country of ona's birth,

Not only are the leaders of the Hokoku Boinen Pen treitors to the
country of their dirth but is very doudtful whether they are
truly loyal to Japan. 4 very large number of the lesders are Kibei
who left Japan after 1337, In that year Japan commsnced the China
Incident which, although 1t was not a declared war, vas nevertheless a
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bloody and cosily one. Lver since 1937 soldlers of the Jepanees Army have
beon fighting in China. &Ever since that time thers bas bsén compulsory
ailitary servics in Japan. OFf course, few people left Japan who vere
actually drefted but many of the young men who wers 17, 18 or 19 in those
years loft one jump ahead of the draft. If you do not believe thig, look
around among your Kibsl frisnds. Asak yourselves wi:y thess boys who now
gsay they are so anxious to figh® and dle for the Bmperor didn't astey and
d». 50 when they had the chance, &sk yoursolves why 1% is only now, when
they are smug and safe in an American cemp for the duration of the war,
that they decids that they went to fight for Japan. Is it not that they
know they will go back to Japan after th¥ war and know that ths votarans
of the Japaness Army will ask them why they left during the Chinese war
and where thay were when the Ilghting wes going on? Ip it not their

hops shat Dy this foolish head~shaving and bugls-bloving they will
porzuads paople of thalr Japanese patriotiem even though when they wero
last in Japan they flod from the draft?

Some of the young men admit they left Japan Guring the fighting in Chins,
but sey thoy are now golng back on mn esxchange ship and fight. “hers 1a
roason to doubt their sincerity. In the first plece, while thoy were
naking thess assertions it looksd 4o averyone as if there would bo no
mores axchaages during the war. Although throughoul the entire war the
United States government has been anxious to axchange Japansse nationals
dseiring to return so Japan for Americar citizens in the Orient. Jspan
has agreed to only two exchanges and hed not agresi to any since
Ogtober 1943. Thus 1! secmad parfectly sale for the boys who did not
fight vhsn they had thw chance to pay that now thoy wanited to go back
on en oxchsnge ship and figzht. In the eecond place, it ie not et &l
¢clear yot whbat tho condltions of the oxchange will be, or even 1f there
will be omo. Ordinsrily mer of military age are not sxchanged or, 12
they are, an agrsemen? is made botween tho belligeronts forbiddins them
to fight. Thie msy ba included in the terme of the contemplated exchange.
The boastors still mey bs safe.

Hany of the loslera of ths Sokujl Kikoku Hoshi Dan Ond ths Hokokn
3oizen Dan have expressed the view thnt tho sctivities of theso orgeni-
zations ars permissidlie since rssidents st this Center were told, vhen
it was eatadlished s a megregetion center, that thic Cemp was to be for
porsons who loox towsxd & futurs in Japan end, in & sense, was t0 be for
porsons who were loyal to Japan. This is wholly wromg. It 1s true that
this Camp was sst 20ido as a segregation center and that by and large
parsons wio wers denled lsave clearance wore transferred here. It is also
trus tha$ many persons wvhe were segrosated here had already declined to
express thoir loyalty to the United Stotes. Hany prooplo, howover, came
hera to be with their familiss or for other remsons unrelated to loyalty
to Japan. Thus, 1% 13 incorrect to say that this 1s a camp exclusively
for Japanese patriote and that pro-Japarsse sctivity is therefors pere
nissivle. No Governmont can force inner loyalty. Thoss Issel who feel
loyal to Japan mpay live quietly in the Camp and continus to feel that



loyalty. Those Nigel wao feel loyal to Japan may, under the new statute,
apply for renunciatlon of ¢heir citizenship: and, 4f it is approved, they,
1like their eldere, may live in & Camp quietly and coniinue to fesl that
loyaity. Bo one, however, has iho right to engage in pro-Japanase demon-
etrations and parades or to publisk pro-~apanese newspapers or 1o wear &
gexi-nilitary uniform bsaring ithe emblem of the Rising Sun on i{t. Yhat is
even more important, no one loyel to Japan has the ~ight here to seek to
corvert othere to that loymlty. I am well aware that your two crganizetions
have put praseurs on rasidents of this Center to asscrt loyulty to Japen end
that in & number of ceses physicsl violence was smployed. ¥%hers is no more
right to sngage in Japanseso patriotic ceremonies or to pudlish a proe
Japanese paper in this Cenier, vhere some loyal Americans atill live, than
there 1s anywhere else in the United States. It is a3 treasonadle %o
coerce others into asssrting loyalty %o Japan here as 1t would be outside.
All theso sctivitios will atop.

Coming to the specific questlons which you asked the Attornsy Gemeral
in your lsttsr of Janvary 1, 195, you are informed that the seventy men
epyrobended by the Despartment of Justice on December 27, 1844 wers appretendsd
&8 cliso encmies pursuvant %o Section 21 Title 50 United States Code, which
euthorizer the apprshension of elien enemies who arc deexed dengerous to {he
i{nternal security of the Unitsd States. All of these men were allen snsmies
eithor beceuss they wers lssei tc bagin with or because they were dual
cihizens wko had rencunced thelr dmsrican citisenshin. thus lsaving only
Japanese cliizenship. Their internment as alien ensules was Gesmed in the
nationsl irierest by the Attorncy General Decauss of she subversive
sotivities of the orzanizations of which they were leaders.

Ton noxt stats thet thees pen were originally aegregated in Tule leke
with their Zaalllies Decause of their professed loyaity to Japan and ask why
they are ncw interned and asparatod from their familiss. <Thay have not been
intsroed becauss of thalr feeling of loyalty to Japan but dDecuuse they wers
losdore in subversive organizations which encouragsd the pro-Japaness
setivities $o which 1 have referred. They wers apprehsnded becauso it was
falt to be nsceseary to remove them to a Department of Justice intornment
canp vhers tholr conduct could bte more carefully conivolled, At some leter
déate 3t msy or may not be possiltls to arrange for their internment in & camp
vhere thelr femilles nay Join tlhem. Af the prasent tims there sre not
sufficlent fanlly camp facilitice vo permit this. Tha Genvva Zonvontion
dooe notl guorantes an snamy, whather & prisoner of war or a civilian iuternes,
the right to have his family with bim. Intsrnwent in family campse 1g =n
gddislonsl huuanitarisn proceduve provided by this Coveranmant which can
bte provided only as there is space avallabls.

Tour third questlon amks vhy the mon wao wers coprobonded on Dscomber 27
verc nod glven iime to bld farewsll to their families or to pack their
belonginge, Since the man wore apprehended in ths middls of the night whea
they procumabl’” were in thelr apartosnta with thelr i’azsilios. I should euppose
they did in fsct have st ouportunity $0 say goodbye. £ slso wadoratand that
they wore 2ble Yo %alke with then thelr neceewary belcagings.
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You izst state that one of the seventy men wes arrssted when hig
nothar was 111 and you ascert that his removal was, therefore, inhozan.
i% is, of course, unfortucale that this man's mothor woe 11l ab the time
but thers is nothing inhuman about the son's epprebersion, Psrsone was
engage 1o wsubversive activiilies ney expect 4o Ve gpprebandsd and Af thic
apprehonsion comes at an unfortunate time, that s hils own responcibiliiy.
In view of the fact that soyonty men had 4o be moved by special twein, 13
¥oe ascessary to confust the opsration with epeed and officisncy erd,
although I an uzaware of the detsile of the movemeny, I anaume thet thers
was a preciical resson vhich mads 1% juposcible Tor the spprebesdsed man
to visit hie mether, The Department of Juetice desires o be hwre
but when dsailng with avowsd enomies of this country the interosts of the
United Stasen will, within the cafeguards of ths Cersva Convention, come
firet.

In yowr lettsr of Jasuary 1, 1945 you refer 5o the sppreheasion of
the seventy men ad un "intclersble incident®. Thore is nothing whatever
“Ingolorzble” abvout timt incident. Yhat ie intolerable is thet the
nctivities of your two organisasions continus. Since theme activities
ars intoleradle, thoy will mot be telureled dui, on the contrary, will
cOa30,

For the Attorney Uoneral

Joka L, Buriing
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