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Loyalty in Camps 

DJlPAll1'H.IilN'.r OJ' JUSTICI 
levell. California 

January 10, 1946 

~vlao S,"lIa>.\t;C'~o 
GbaJ.r:l\lW.. SokuJl .i(ikoku Hoshi Dar!. 

'rS\1~omu Hi@8h1 
Cbai~:m!'•• Ho1tolm Sa1nen Dan 

~~le Lake Canter 
N'1l'.i1ell.. CuUfo!'n1a 

YOUZ' leUer of JaDlial'Y 1. 1945 and your tell!l{:;!'am of Ja'CUlU',ii' 6~ 194t'i 
\.) tb.e .l.ti>orna¥ GSUOl'lu.. pGrl&il:llDt; ·to the appl'fJh6Jlolcm as alien. ane!;.;l,,'U~ 
of ••Te~'Y momb~ra of TOur organizations on Decemb~r 27. l~l DnU ba~~ 
r.te1'l"ed to ae tor reply- .Although I bye been in some doubt t.\l! to wMther 
tb.9 laUer merl til M;?' reply at all iDS.lllSUCh a8 I h&ve quesU::mod both of 
y?U and bnvo found that neither of you 18 able to wrUe RngUfIh .at.d tila:t'oi'(;)Tl:' 
r.,!:i.~har co.ud. han 'WriUen the lsUer himulf aDd since. neUMl' of p.l. ifI 

Q,l:lle or wUling to toll 111.9 who did vrit.e it. I he.ve nev6rtholfulf! detsminoo 
1;,) ..!te thla r;3pl.y to your communlcations so that your ttto or~t!ationa 
ma~r han EJ. cle::t.r Clnd unequivocal stat.en' as: t.o the aU! twb and pollciad 
of the D~~lmant of ~tlce toward the organi~atiQ~B and thsir ~~tlv1tie8" 

1 l1'J.fiy say at tho outset that th~ tone of TOW' cOlCmunlcatioll8 eD 
wl~·:.l a. thG tone !Jf 1;11£: Itta.tOll1enh If.IS.d.e to IDEI by the leuulere!d,p of the tllo 
o:;:\~f:i.lliz;;l.tiQn. 9~oetg trul.t tb()'se lGadoZ"s. poeoibly be(;a.ueel thllY ha'\"o fo:.' 
naurly threo year! resid.ed in C8QPS snfaly away from ~h8 prea6~~ of 
~it~~, 1'0878 lad all 8f<nse of real.1ty~ The young EVIl of the Boko!ru Selrum. 
Dar; leade:rshlp gllbly assert tneir lo:ralty to the Empel'Ol" of Japr-.,;n a:tt.d 
tho1r doair0 to f!gb~ In ~h$ JapanesG A~. They hay. the effrontsry to 
Ollf.ll&3 vnamli5r1~ eoll 111 semi...mJ.l1tal'Y dr1.lUnt; eM b& JapaIll.U.iCi 
patriotic u:arclses to t.lle BOund of bugles. They have tbe 1mpudEmcfI to 
appear betore o:fficla.l.a of the American Govenmellt ifearing their hal:: 
c~t aho~t in tho manner of Japanese auldlers and having painted on tb$1~ 
(!.b.~.rfi9 a JIlp&D~8e :patriotic emolem v1 th the ba.ck6t'QUDd ot the Riebe: Sun. 
flAt) old.ar mell of tho SokuJl K1.1to!tu Hoehl ])an do Dot make such Bp<:lctac10.a 
or themselvell but. feel free not o~ to tell the American Gove2"llI:Ient ot 
tbolr lQ1S1t1 ~o .1apsn but even to encourage the activities of the ¥oung 
m"u~ 

.t..i.l this would be Of'.A. eno;.;gh bu~ lIbat 18 VOl'ilil .h that. the lea.di)I"lI 
of' thaa" o'!"p.l11ZaU0T4e a.ppear \0 feel ~bat beceul!le of thes!! a.eUvlU"G 
they ~o en~i'led. to respact and approYal not only [rom pergone ~ho are 
lo~~l '0 JapaD but from the American Gover~Q8ut it6~lf" The tone of ~ho 
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.-S_UOIUI whlCh. the ladue of tbe two ortJ'Ulisatlou baYe h&d with ma 
1841_t.. ~, tho.. leader. bell..... that tbe or~lzatlon8 are re&pectaol~ 
aDd. reattODabl. ones enttUed to the frlenill7 conalderation of this Goye1'Ulllan{;~ 
In t.b1D1d.Dg tha,. \11080 leeders ba..... a8 1 8&1'. loat all eene" of real1t7. 

Ae thole of us who bave not foi Teare beAD sheltered bshlnd vl~ 
prot;()Ct1Ye fences of thh Camp apprec1.e.t. and as the heroie .N1tici cf the 
lOOth BaUalion know all too ",eU, _erica 18 e~ 1n a terrible:; war 
and 18 paying tor the v1C'Ol"l'. waich i8 sure, a :tr1i~ttul coat in blood 
and 11vel. The Japanese Arm:3' and NaVl'. '0 which thfJ leader. of thelia 
organisations profess 10181'1, commenced tAi. war &~in9t UI v1thQ~t 
warning and the ylc'or188 c~er the Japane.e 4~ and Nav.r ~hich W8 bAV~ 
alretl47 won and w111 continue to win are taking the l1vetl of thcnB9.nds of 
our yOUDg men of eTe17 an.e!II~Z'l', including )'our OVDu 

UDder these clrcw:s_t.s,nces only chlldr,n or half-crasy people could 
lu.ppoae ,bat th.e Amel'lcan GOTenlJent can loOk wlth frleDdshlp or approTal 
upon or~nizatlon8 openly e~d in actlTlt188 designed to 8how 101&1'7 
'0 the en8lll3'. In rq op1n1on the reason t.he leadership of tboee or&6Ai
zatieDl 10 foollably falls to underetand the a~'ltude which the Am~rlcan 
Government. mud take t.ward ·the organisations 18 \bat tho leader• .baTe 
t..!lrougbout moat of the war refu.ed to fight in the .dtuerlcan .A.,nq, been 
unable to 1'1gbt In ~ Japanese A1'IIY aDd haVIt sat. in SlafetT and fJT&n 
relailTe eo.",fort 1,n &. Government camp. Tul.!eke ~ not be a deliEh"lIl 
place to lbe but tberB 1e little doubt t.hat t.he foxholes ere verso" 
Sheltered ae thel' aro, t.he leaders do not knov the meaning ot war. 

Memblu'l of t.he 0),.·ge.nl:aU003, parUeul&r17 t.he Hokoku Seinen Dan. 
t.ell me t.hat theT are 8D%1oua t.o t1g;h' for Japan and that thel' ehould 
recshe at len8t. t.he rUElpec; due to 6nEllUl' pa'riot.. I doubt. Tery much 
whet.her t.hey are enUtled even to tlIat cona1deration.... In the fli'llt. place, 
the rlCIIIlOertt of t.ho Bo'i:ok:u. Seinen Dp are almost all laieric&.D c1 UZ6DIQ 
they vere born in t.be Untted States. »V6D by the Ja~Dse code, 107&1t7 
is a mat.' .. r of birt.h, aDd this couatr;y. therefore. 18 the mot.ller cw.nt.r;y 
of ,be mealbsro of ,he liai1lllD llau.. Yet in time 0:£ war those TOUDB Clen. 
VAO itere born In thls COWlt.!7. have botrayed it and haTe demonstrated \heir 
lo:alt.y to the enemy. !lh81' are Dot patriots. but t11li.UOr8. 'rheT are. 
t.ba.nk God. but a amall ainorUy of the YOUDg poople of Japanese enceet17 
born in thie country. 'but t..baT are a dll1£Z'ace and a shame to their brother 
Japa:u~r1can. who haTe proved wtflh thelr blood that. t.beT u:aderetaD4 
what it meana '0 be 10~ to tbe country of ono's b1rtb. 

Ho~ only are the leaders of the HQk~ Se1nan ~ 'reit.ora to the 
countrl' of tl:utlr blrth but h Tflry doubtful whether tbel' are 
tru1l' 10781 '0 Ja.pa:De ... V81'7 large number of tho lead.ere are K1bel 
who len Japan alter 1937. In tbat year Japan cQDlm9D.Ced the ClUna 
Incident wh1cb, al.tho~ 1t was cot a. declared war, wal nevertheless a 
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blo~ and eOlt17 ODe. ~r since 1937 10141ers of the Jepaneeo Arm? hay. 
been fighting in China. J:;ver aince tbat \ima \hera bas b8~D eompallJor,. 
!!lUUar7 8elnice ill Japan. Of couree. few people lett Japan who tferfl 
actual17 dJ.'at'ted but IlIO.DT of the 1'OUJIg lieD who were 17. 18 or 19 til those 
7earl lett one Jump ahea4 of tho draft. If;rou. do not bollev. tbie. look 
al"oUDd. among ;your Kibei frieDde. .Ask: ;your••lvee 'W'lly these bO;flil who nov 
ea.7 lbe,. are 10 &DX1ous to fight MIl die tor the Emperor dldn' t stl;l..y and. 
do. so "hen thej' bad the chance. Ask: 70U1'1to1vlJS why U is only flO'J, when 
the7 are 1'JDll€ and eate 111 aa .fQedcan camp fo!' t.!'l& duration of tw; war, 
that 'hll decide that ihey vant to fight for Ja.pano Ie it not tba.t they 
knolt they rill go bocJ: to Japan after ,hi; war and know t.hat the v~teran!!l 
ot t.he Japane.e Army 14111 ask: them why the;?' lett durtng t.he Chinel:l6 Val" 
and where t.M7 vere "ben t.he f1ghtlJl8 'lt8B going oDl Is it not their 
nop~ t.hat by thie foollah head~8havlng and bug1$-b1oviug theT will 
partwade p~opl. of tb3ir Japaneee patriotism even th~ ~hen they were 
lalllt in Japan thel' fioo. trom the draft? 

So~e of the young men admit iDe,. left Japan during the flght1ug in ChiU8f 

but say \bel' are I10tf going back On an exchange a:Up and fight. ':.ehere 18 
reason to doUb\ tbelr sinc.rUT. In the flrst ple.ce, whUe thoy ~.re 
making theee aesertions It loOtsd to ever70ne 8S if there would bo DO 
mon u:c.lla.nges during \be war. Although throughout. the enUre war the 
United S\a~es gOV&~D' has been anxious to axchange Japanese national. 
de. iring to return to Ja~ for Amarl~ citizeuo 1n the Orl.nt~ Japan 
bas ~$d to OUT ~vo exclle:ngels and ~ not agreed to anT ai.nce 
Ootober 1943. 'rhus H eeE'lllM perfectly sate tor the boys vho dld no\
n,ht WhSD 1;heT had too Cil8llCfl to Sa'T 'lillat now they tfe.n~8d to go baclt 
on an uc.b..';..oge Bhip alld f1ght. In the Eecond p1aco. it 18 not at 611 
clear yet tfhat the coooiUone ot the t)xcbange will bto. or eveD if t,hore 
will be ODt3. OrdlrwrUT moll Qf mUUary age are not; ezchaDged or. 11' 
ibey are~ an agreelllunt 18 ma.de bo1;ween the be1l1gel"ont;s forblddi~ thera 
to rlch\. 'rIlle m.aT b\3 Included in. the terme of tho contemplatod fJ%C~eQ 
The b08.ltoro sUll '!:lay be saf... 

Man.7 of the luaJltrl of the fJoItuJi K1koku Hoshi Dan uD4 tba Bokoku 
:ieinan Dan have npre~8ed the view tho.t tho a,oUrl.t1ee ot t.hflae oro;.nl
ratione &r$ permi.sible since residents at this Center were told. ~h8D 
it 111'&8 88\abU.had M 0. ...gnp-tiOR center. that tub C8lI\P vas to be to-: 
persons !IIho look towa:rcl a future in Japau e.nd. 1n a seuoe. waa to be for 
pGraona ..,ha vere lo~ to Japan. Thill 10 whol17 wrong. It is m1.e t~~ 
~hl. Camp ~a9 88\ &8ido &~ a .egr.~tioD cen\er and tbat bl' and lArge 
p!Sr~ODIJ who '<fere dNlittd bave clearanco vore \ratl8:f'ened her&~ It 18 &1e" 
tr1.1.3 that il&J]7 persODm who wero BogregatGd here had alreadT deel1noo.. to 
9%pree. \~lr loyalt1 to the Unlt.ed StnteG. L~ paoplo~ hovGvor. came 
her~ to be w!~ their famili$Q or for ot~er roaooD6 unrelated. to 10181t7 
to JapaD. ~U8. it 111 Incorrect to say that th18 h a catIIp excluah'dT 
for Japa.i'18ge patriot. 6.lli1 that pro-Jo.pe.neae actinty 18 th6reforo per
atuibl.. lfo GovernmWlt can force 1nner loynlt.;r. Thos. Ieeel l1ho feel 
lo:-a1 to Japan lDaT live quietl,y in the CAillp .and continuo to faol tba.\ 
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10,21t7. Those Nlsei who f ••l 10781 to Japan may, t~r the nev statute. 
apply for renunciation of t.belr cUlzenshlp! and. 1f it 18 approTed. they. 
l1ke thelr elders, MT liTo in 8. Camp quietly and contlnu.e to teal that 
loyalty. No one, however, baa t.ho rlght to enaa.ge in pro-Japanaee damon
et:tIll.U0!18 a.nd parades or to pubUBb. pro-Japaneee I!.6'!'IBpaperB or to llfe&l" a 
ee~l'~lI1llBal'y UD.ifOr'1I1 bear1Di; tbe emblem ot the Rle~ng Sun on it. ifba.t 18 
I!:ven 11101'411 important. no ona lo;n.l to Japan bas the tight herB to e90k to 
co~vert otherll to that lO1l1ltT. X am vell aware that yO'\U' two or~lzs.Uon£ 
b,a;nt pu.t pr~Be:ure on rea1dent.e of th18 Cenier to assert loyalt7 to Jape.n tmd 
tbe, t ln e:. number of CAse8 ph,ya1cal vlolence vas emplo;red. 't1hel"s 10 no aore 
rl€ht to enga~. in Japan.so patriotio cereaonle. 01" to pabllnh a pro
Japaneall I)8.per in thb Cen'"er, 1!'heN 801119 10)'"41 Americans stUl 11m, th&D 
there 18 aoyvhere filae tn the UIi.Ued State.. It 18 all treasonable ;0 
coe·reo othera lnto aesertln.g loyalty to Japan here &8 1 t would be outBide. 
All these actlyitlee vlll atop. 

CamlDg to ~ specIfic queB~ionB which you a8k~ the AttOrDeT General 
in ;pour letter of January 1. 194,5. TOU are Informed. that the tllnenty men 
e.PIl.roheD4ed by the DepaHlI1ant of JUBilee on Decembe2" 27. 1944 vere appreheooQd 
a.e nllfiA tmemiea PV.l"SU9J1t to Section 21 T1Ue 50 UD1t;~ State. Code, which 
l1..uthorlllit'£i tho apprel1.en.loIl. of elien eneales who are deGlUed. dangerous to the 
,. nt&nI8l securUy of tbe United State.. All of these men were alien enemies 
o1thor be~lo theT wIre leasl to begin with or because they were dual 
citizens who had renolmCed their .lmarlcan e1Uunab.il" thus leavJ.D« on17 
.rape.nese clUzenehip. Their 1ntel'DlllOnt 61!1 allen enb'l.l:l..e wall de¢ll18d in tho 
naUonal ir.tereet by tile At1;oi-nt>T General beca'WIe ot: ~he Bubv~r81Ye 
e,oUvUlt;8 of the organ1eatlone Ill' which tbitT were lflrWierth 

You nasi; state t!la1; th~ule JUen were origInally S861'8gatod in Tul.. Lak. 
with their l.AQi11au oecau8~ of thelr prof.aaed 101Bl~7 to Japan and aSk wbT 
thEll are neW' interned. and l)epa%'8.t04 from t.helr f8ll1111(Js. :i'haT ban not been 
intsrMd Oecauae 01' 'tbelr f4H3l1ng of lo,ru.t;y to Jap3.Il but. because tbaT vere 
le~or~ 1n aubvere1ve organizatlon. which encouraged the pro-Japaneae 
sctbltltos ~o which 1 ban rot~tl'red. They vere appl'cbeDd.ed becaueo it waG 
f'~l t to be neceelll&rY to reIaove thea t.o a Depart.meJlt. crt Juai1ce iniernm9llt. 
C8111P where their conduct CQuld bo 1I10re carefull;?' cOl'.trolledq At some latel' 
da'·fJ 1t tll8¥ or IllIl.T not be poeB1H., to IU'1"aJl€e for th.eir lnttlrnment 111 6. camp 
t.'h~l'O tbEllr i'EllIIll1etl ma;v jolnthel'1. A'~ t~ prallcnt; tim" tkwn &.1"8 110t. 
Ilut'!icbr;t flll:l11;r C&4p fac111U~lfl to permit thll. Th~ GOfl.V!Va ':!ollvont1on 
does not gu&rante. an GD.am7. wh~ther e prisoner of V~ o~ a ciYillan 1uternea. 
thE; right to have hll1 familT with h1II1. InhrQ.lllent 1n famlly camp. ill Ell 

ad.dJ.t1onal. l.:w.:.lanikl.rlti.U procedure provided bl' this GClverrulUtnt vhich can 
be provided only as ULfire is tlpbCe avall.G.b1e. 

yOW' tJlird que9tlon aak:s vh;r thff lIlGn wilo .er!!) e:,)prehondGd. on DeC_bel' .a7 
taerG not given t1me to bid faretJGll to their famlliefJ or to p.£ICk their 
belongiDt;£. S!nce the men ware approbeIJil.ed in the l:Il1d.dh of the 11ight vheA 
thflY prociJmS.o17- "ere ill their apartmenh wl th their fam111<31l. I should 8UppOtie 
they did. in fact han w o:9portnnHy to MY goodb184 ! ~l:Q l.mrj.ara~ tllAt 
thE'.r we~ ebl., to ~alce vith. th911i their 1lOO881$a.ry belo::J€il1t;@. 
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loll. ast 8iate tbat one of tbe cev$ntT men llIS'~ arrested ~hen hill 
!!lother was 111 and YQU aseert that hie rellloval. va!'>, therefore. 11i!:.1~n. 
It ls, ot course, UD1'ort;una.~. that this JIIBJlt. mother VBS ill at tUl' tuu 
but Ulfl!l'8 18 nothlnc 1uhUlllAn about the son t s appr.mEilI:a1oa. P9rSO;tlZ \t'ho 
EU1,~e in l.lubverBive acttvUIea ~ expect to be appZ'ehended and if th1/J 
ap:pX'ehona:i.un comes &t an UJ1fortunate t1lr!e. that h his own reSJ:0nuibil1t;y" 
In view o)f tha .fact thnt $o'7onty men ba4 to be IZIOV(~:i by special u'tdn. B 
'IIaB necesssary to eor..duct tile op(\ration wnb speed all':' Gffic1eooy W .• 
althaugb I au unaware of the detalls of the tlIOTome.n'ii, 1 S,1:l8lW6 t.l:!.et the);'., 
was a prf!,¢'i;;ical reason vhIch made 1 t 1:lIposl!1ble tOl' the epp're!w:cd.ed r::.an 
to 11181 t his mothsf'. ~he DG~l'l;meut of Juetice deulres to ba h1a::l:.s 
out when dealing with av~ed en~mIeB of thie country the interostu of tll$ 
Uni ted Stat;eB will, "UhIn the safegusMs of the Gelle,.&. Convention. COIIII' 

first. 

In yow.' letter ot Ja.nua.r~ 1. 1945 you rofe~ i:;O U19 a.pprehension ot 
\be sev811\Y Ulen as un "1ntQle~2.ble !ncidantlt 

• 'ihrJl'E! 18 nothiXlb 'ifhatoevoX' 
1l1r.iolerable" about that. incident.. Whs,t It'J lntol~1"able h that tl1.e 
not1v1~1es of y~r tv~ organ1zatlons continue. Since ~be~e activitisc 
a~o Intolerable, tOoy will not be tol~l~~ed but. on the contrary. ~111 
eO&i!le. 
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