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July 8, 1946

Tot His Excellency the Commander in Chief, Southwest Pacific Fleet.

I am the eldest brother of the incarcerated war ¢riminal suspect
Captain MATSUSHITA, Kanehisa, Doctor, I mm deeply grateful for the
i lagal efforts you have made for Japan: that is for the war criminal
| suspects, wnich I have heard from the Japanese luwyer TANIGUCHI en
his retum from Chichi Jima.

I cannot express by brush or by words how the people of Japan feel
now that the war is lost.

I have first prepared a petition for KANEHISA to the Commander in
¢h1-.f, in the Marianas for the American Pacific Fleet. Also, I've re—
quested to call character witnesses; however, this permission hun't
been granted,

However, something unavoidable has occurred. 1 am one of the 14
or 15000 men wounded in the 1945 atemic bombing of Nagasakd, It's strange
that I survived., Because of this I received various "atomic symptoms®
and have becoms weakened, but happily was saved by medical treatment,.
Recently my health has improved and I made a trip from Nagasald to Tolge
and presented the above-mentioned petitionm.

However, unmﬂ&ofth-huthhbu,mth-hddw,m
nl.iﬂingnlnmh.'ln (Oyama) I became faint and fell., Soen I went to
Tekye Imperial University Mesdical College and was medically exambed and
found te be suffering from Alewcia hemorrhagica. That is, my bloed
pressure is very low, 8¢ I cannot travel by air nor go to a tropieal
sone, as it would be dangerous for me, and se I was forced to give wpthe
trip te Ouam, I am very sorry abeut this, but there was nothirg else teo
do about it.

I wish to make a request to your excellency. From the bottom of our
hearts we trust that you will find KANEHISA not guilty.

Nagasaki, 30 Una Machi
MATSUSHITA, Kaneteme
(Professor University Medical College)

I certify the above to be a true snd correct translation of the
petition of Matsushita, Kanetome, in Japanese to the best of my ability.

E




PETITION

I place the followlng petition before Your Honor, The President of the
Military Commission whom I most admire,

 Please allow me to tell the following to you representing MATSUSHITA'S
| comrades of the Nagasaki Medical College,

MATSUSHITA was sincere and mild in nature, faithful and amiable among
hufrimd--ndIhnﬂmﬁrntumuhulnnirightmmuutrm
than he, Besides his sportsmanship and gentle attitude were really
We who kmow his character well can not think that he would commit a crime .

I-::p-nt.rwrr-.‘l:judxnnntnndhup-thtmr-lamhhu-omum

11 June 1946,

OGASAWARA NAGAAKT
Assistant of the
NHagapaki Medical College,

Ioart.iryﬂn-hontnhatmnndumuttrm-htimutth-nﬂm
petition of Ogasawara Nagaaki, in Japanese to the best of my ability,

e

nant, USNR,
Interpreter,

e —— et e




FETITION
Former Lisutenant (Surgeon) LIN, MATSUSHITA, KANEHISA, who is a native of

our village mull.dltthnunthruknrtheﬁruhrhntuhhr, served |

»
at Chichl Jima, and then was demobllized and came back, However, he was
accused on account of the incident at Chichi Jima,

We jointly place this petition before you to release him, He was
mdutndfruthwmmhhmhmlimmsmﬂ-, and was the
model of the villagemen, His father KENSEI is Julu.n, gentle, and was
appointed as the headman of the village, He served as the headman of our
ﬂllmrwmrathmtur-mmﬂthmuth-hudufthnmimﬂtw-l
Association for more than ten years. Though he is old now he is serving as
the chief of the Supporter's Association of the National %hml!. His
elder brother was appointed the assistant professor of the Nagasakl Medical
College, exerted himself in the medical education and was granted the degree
of doctor of medicine, As we stated above his family is the model of the
v:lJ_hgohnthinnl-u.nduﬂitr. So we can not think that he eould have

| comnmitted the crime,

We beg that you will deal leniently with him,
17 June 1946,

Head of the Towm
Assistant Clerk,

TOYOHIRA KINJI
TAKESHITA SHINZO
OGAWARA SHOJI
MINATO RINOSUKE
ARATA EIKICHI
HAMADA SUMITOMO
MATSUSHITA KANESUMI
MIYANCHARA MASAD
TMAMUURA YOSUKE
MATSUSHTTA MASANCBU
KUCHINOMACHI MATAZO
SHIGEHISA TOSHIO
EAWATDA YASUHIKO
HAMADA TOKIKO
KOMISHI SUMIE
SEDOGAWA HIROKI,

Immm:mmhltmﬂmmottrmhtimdthoﬂgm
p-titiunufth-lbnnnu-dmhnm-ntuth.hutnrulh:l_‘l.i

Zih

e T ——




| release him,

petition of Fulkumori, Masaoc, and his family, in Japanese to/? best of my

PETITION
MATSUSHITA EANEHISA, former surgeon, ILJN, is gentle and honest,

conscious of his destiny to save mankind, and never behaves in such a way as
to viclate international law, I am sure.

I beg your kind considerations concerning what I have stated above and

17 June 1946,

FUKUMORI MASAO and bis family

1578 Fukuyama - Machi,
Adra~Oun, Kagoshima-Ken,

(Japen, )

Imtﬂrthlbmtuhltrmlndmuttrmhﬂmﬂthnriﬁul
l.hﬂ.it-h

EU . KERRICK, JR. '
Iieu t, USHR.
Interpreter,




FETITION

I hmbly place this petition for clemency before you on hearing that
former Naval Surgeon MATSUSHITA KANEHISA is accused,

Ihunm,thltitmmthi-wlmhr:hhﬂnrbntthlmrnr
hi.mperiurthtm-dthilwh-rnrihiohh-hmhmm.

He was always amiable when he was with his friends, His father served
uﬁnhddthlﬂulhmmmhumndmurﬂdrmhummu
village men, Immthlimthtth-mntmnnbh:-nlhmuhl
eriminal, llthnughldon'tknu'mthtdidmot];,lquh deal
Imiuthnththmmiumlﬂdud“hmhdinutw-. '

17 June 1946,

FUEUSHIGE HISAO

3237 Fukuyama, Pukuyama-Machi,
Aira-Gun, Kagoshime-Ken, (Japen,)

|
1 certify the above to be a true and correct translation of the |
in Japanese to the best of my ability,

e B




—"

¢

O ¢ 4

PETITION

I hmbly beg you to £ind MATSUSHITA KANEHISA, who 1s now being tried,
"Not Guilty®,

He was »ild in nature. Besides, his father was the founder of the
Industrial Association, instructed the villagemen in democracy and was loved
both as the head of the association and the father of the village, He res
ed his position when the greater East Asia War began, and guided us in our
farming, Since MATSUSHITA KANEHISA received his fathers education we loved
him much, we believe that MATSUSHITA is not guilty,

' 18 June 1946. HISADA KINOSUKE

, I certify the above to be a true and correct translation of the origimal
|petition of Hisada Kinesuke, In Japanese to the best of my ability,

) K2

E0 E. KERRICK, JR.
t, USHR.
Interpreter,

PR T ————— BN

S AL R R




—— o —

—— - — —

| both when he was a civilian and when he was in the navy,

e A

™
PETITION FOR CLEMENCY IN THE CASE OF MATSUSHITA EIFEHIEI.. k\
MATSUSHITA, one of my friends, was mild in nature, humaine and benevolent ;&

|

As he is an important person for the reconstruction of democratic Japan,
I beg you to be s0 kind as to release him,

SHIGEFU SELJI |
x ~Machi,

Aira-0un, Eagoshima-Ken,

(Japan, )

To Your Honor, The President of the International War Tribunal at Guam,

I certify the above to be a true and correct translation of the original |
petition of Shigefu Seiji, in Japanese to the best of my ability,

ME-

EU E. KERRICK, JR.
Lieutenant, USHE.
Interpreter,

e




FETITION

I hmbly make my petition to you to find MATSUSHITA KANEHISA innocent,
It ie the feeling of our village men in general that he is not gullty. There-
fore, Ihgmtnuthi-hﬂllminmnﬂtﬂnuhtinwrﬂimuhtemn‘],

future, :
| 18 June 1946,
|
| TAKEISHI TOMOHIKO
l 1173 Fukuyama, Fukuyama-hiachi,
, Alrs Gun, Eagoshima, Ken, (Japan.)
1| I certify the above to be a and correct translation of the original
| petition of Takeishi Tomohiko, in Japanese to the best of my tb:l.‘l.'l.tr.,\l

i@“mm. 2. 3‘ |

L:I.lutunln t, USHR. !




FETITION

I humbly beg you to find "not guilty® MATSUSHITA KANEHISA, He is a |
mild young man, I think he could not commit the orime of his owmn accord |
but that he was obliged to obey the orders of his superior, I beg you to |

find him "not guilty®.
18 June 1% -
|
|
NINATO EANSUKE
2923 Fuluyama, Fulkuyama, (Japan,)
I certify the above to be a true and correct translation of the
original petition of Minato Kansuke, in Japanese to the best of .r nb.‘llit.n

Lo

|
|
Lieutenant, USHR.
Interpreter.
|
|
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| original petition of Horikiri Tareyasu, in Japénese to the 3“ of my abili

I
|
perITION |
I beg you to find MATSUSHITA EANEHISA not guilty in this trial, His |
father was the founder of the Fukuyame-machi Industrial Asscciation, taught
democracy to the village men and was loved by the village men as their fa e
He resigned his position after the outbreak of the greater East Asia War and |

instructed us in agriculture. EKanehisa received education from his father |
and was closely associated with us, We heartily believe that he is mot guilty.

18 June 1946 HORIKIRI TAREYASU

1184 Fulkuyama, Fuluyama-machi
Aira-gun, Kagoshima-Ken, Japan

I certify the above to be a true and correct translation of the |

n;:;‘;mm, JR,
14 t, USKR,

Interpreter, !




PETITION

He
We beg

EANEH
ture s
Hie
it today to him,
time as the headman of the village and his meritodious
of the Industrial Association were very great,

il

i
uumWMum

a war
with
of
long
head
ulhnicnﬂrrithhhfurtha:ﬂ:aofhilmm father person

‘Sl

YONESAWA 3AHIROD

3173 Fukuysma,

18 June 1946,

Adra-gun, Eagoshima, Japan,

i

EUGENE E, maxcﬁ

11

the above to be a true and correct translation of the original

I urtu'{
petition of Yonesawa Sahiro, in Japanese to the best of my ability,

t, USKR.

Interpreter,

————————— e e
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FETITION

Former Lieutenant (surgeon) MATSUSHITA KANEHISA who is a native of this
village was called at the outbreak of the Greater East Asia War, served at |
Chichi Jima and was demobilized lately, However, he was accused because
of an incident when he served at Chichi Jima,

Therefore, we jointly petition you to relsase him,

He graduated from the Nagasald Medical College. He is mild and a gentle |
in nature and was the model of cur village men. His father KENSEI is elﬂtr,;
gentle and honest., He served, by unanimous consent as the headman of the
village more than ten years, Then he served as the mangger of the Agriecult
Assoclation for more than ten years, He is now holding the post of the Chis
of the Supporter's Association of Primary Schools to the best of his ability
His elder brother was appointed assistant professor of the Nagasaki Medical |
School after his graduation, and was granted Doctor of Medicine. |

Therefore, his family is very honorable both in name and in reality, and
we can not believe that he committed the orime. !

We hereby beg that you will deal Reniently with him,
1, June 1946,

Head of FUKUYAMA-Machi,
Staff of the office,

TOYOHIRA KINJI |
TAKESHITA SHUZO
MITANOHARA MASAQ
TAKESHITA EKAICHIRO
KUCHINOMACHI KUNIKICHI
MINATO AINCSUKE
MATSUSHITA KANESUME
SHIGEHISA TOSHIO

HIGO SHIGEHEI

Inortﬂ}thuabonbobuntmandmmqttrmhtimnfthnrigﬂm
| petition of the above named men in Japanese to the hltdu;tr. |

Top XA

Lieutenant, USHR,
Interpreter,




FETITION
I hear that MATSUSHITA KANEHISA is going to be tried as a war criminal,

I loved him and admired his personality., Therefore, I humbly place thiu‘
petition being anxious about him and hope for your kind clemency.

Since I was born in this village of FUKUYAMA and became i.nt‘ml.t.aly
assoclated with him, I admired his mild character and noble perscnality,
and feel sorry that he 1s accused as a war criminal,

He was so kind to us, I cannot imagine that he could have maltreated

a prisoner of war and be accused on account of it., I can recall that he
was very manly and also as kind as one's mother,

I beg your kind consideration concerning what I have just mentioned and
that you deal leniently with him.

TANAKA YOSHIKASA

o/o FUKUYAMA Student's Association
TUKUYAMA, FUKUYAMA-Machi, AIRA-Gun,
KAGOSHIMA-Ken, JAPAN,

I certify the above to be a true and correct translation of the original

petition of Tanaka, Yoshikasa, in Japanese to the beut‘a(flr abil??\

EUG E. KERRICK, JR.
Lieutenant, USNR.
Int-urpref-ar.

P2 (N




PETITION

I am surprised to hear that MATSUSHITA KANEHISA was imprisoned as a war
ocriminal and wish to submit this petition.

MATSUSHITA was a monitor one grade higher than us and was so patient
and kind while giving us instruction that I shall never forget him,

| MATSUSHITA's father was the mayor of FUKUTAMA-Machi and established the ‘
| Industrial Association of the village. He instructed the men of the village ‘
|as he was the first manager of the assoclation and has a good reputation even
| DOW, |
| .
| I think that a man like his father is really democratic. MATSUSHITA, |
| the son of this kind of a man was not arrested because he was guilty, but
| because of the orders of militarists obliged him to do a foul deed, He
understands well, like his elder brother, that "The Medical Art is the
benevolent one", His elder brother was a person who was willing to give
‘Hdiﬂl.ﬂ. without charge to those who were poor.

. I do not know how he will be punished., But I beg that you will be so kind
| as to take into consideration what I have just mentioned and deal leniently
with him,

i SHIGEHISA HARUYUK

I esrtify the above to be a true and correct translation of the original
petition of Shigehisa Haruyuk in Japanese to the best of my ability.

Lieutenant, USHR.
Interpreter.
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PETITION
MATSUSHITA KANEHISA who is now in prison as a war criminal was brought
the Manager of the Industrial Association and in other important offices,

and his benevolent character was loved and admired by the village men. His
son KANEHISA was mild in nature and was trusted by his friends. He could

| not have committed this crime of his own accord, but he was obliged to obey
| the order of his superior, because he was one of the military personnel.

: S8ince he is an indispensable young man, I beg, that you will deal leniently
| with him,

30 June 1946
TAKENOSHITA YOUCHI

I FUKUYAMA-Machi, ATRA-Gun,
| Kﬁmm-m, :.m .

I certify the above to be a true and correct translation of the original
| petition of Takenoshita, Youchi, in Japanese to the best of my ability,

Lisutenant, USHR.
Inter PI'H“T .

up in a family of good lineage, His father served as the head of the village,

e L .




CLEMENCY FETITION FOR MATSUSHITA KANEHISA.

On behalf of MATSUSHITA KANEHISA, former naval surgeon, who is being |
tried as & war criminal, please allow me to state that we knew him as a |
penior in medical school who was u'ﬂ:mtarin;th-tnmlmtnrtbr .
medicine,

|
|
|
| ‘ We firmly believe that he is not capable of an immoral crime,
|

If he has committed an act contrary to the rules of war, we cannot but |
think that he was forced to do it as a doctor under orders of his superior |
We hereby fervently hope that you will be lenient with him at his trial |
and find him not guilty. s

I ;
| Classmate ., TAKANO TOSHIMICHI |
: Kagoshima Prefecture, Aira County, '
| Fukuyams=-oho, Tanaka Gieichi, ‘

I certify the above to be a true and correct translation of the original
petition of Takano Toshimichi, in Japanese to the best of my ability.

S g

E. KERRICK, JR,

Iieutenant, USHR.




PETITION

I am surprised to hear that former lieutenant (surgeon) MATSUSHITA
EANEHISA is now being tried. His father is the headman of our village
and the manager of the Industrial association, His service was so disting-
uished and his wirtues was so great that he was loved and admired by the
village men, KANEHISA, his fourth son, is kind to his friends, pure and |
upright, and has strong beliefs. I knew his character well when he was I
studying at his primary and middle school. He can not do wrong deeds, I
am sure, I think he would be obliged to do wrong deeds only by the orders
of his superior, if he did. He is not a man who does such a thing of his
om accord, I am certain, I beg your kind consideration concerning what I
have just mentioned and that you deal leniently with him,

1 June 1946,

ISHTHARADA ISAMO

I certify the above to be a true and correct translation of the original
petition of Ishiharada Isamo, in Japanese to the best of my a




FETITION

I am surprised to hear that former lisutenant (surgeon) MATSUSHITA
EANEHISA is now being tried. His father 1s the headman of our village
and the manager of the Industrial associa « His service was so disting-
mmmmm-asumtmtmmlmmmwm
village men, KANEHISA, his fourth son, ie kind to his friends, pure and
upright, and has strong beliefs, I knew his character well when he was
studying at his primary and middle school, He ocan not do wrong deeds, I
am sure, Ithjnkhnmldhnhligadtodumagdtdlmlrbrth-nrd-n
of his superior, if he did, He is not a man who does such a thing of his
omn accord, I am certain, I beg your kind consideration concerning what I
have just mentioned and that you deal leniently with him,

1 June 1946,
ISHIHARADA ISAMO

Imﬁwmnmmhnmﬂuumtmmﬂmdmwm
petition of Ishiharada Isamo, in Japanese to the best of ny ab:




To Your Homor, General MoArthur, Supreme Commander for the Allied Porces.,

l.boﬂhhltruinndmnttﬂnlhﬂmnfth‘wiﬂml -
to the best of my ability. i




Tos The Presiding Judge and others of the GUAM court,
From: KOYANO, HOHEI, (M.D.), Dean of the NAGASAKI Medical College.
DATE 25 July 1946,

The former Liesutenant MATSUSHITA, EKANEHISA of the Japanese Navy Medical
1 Corps, who at present is being held as a suspect at the war Crimes trial
regarding the CHICHI JIMA incident, completed the four year course here at
this college prior to his induction into the navy in 1943, He then served ,
|for a while as an apprentice in the Department of Psychiatry at our 1
| HAGASAKT Medical College where his brother, MATSUSHITA, KANETOMO was engaged
as an assistant instructor. He is not a professional military man, .

As his group advisor during his school days, I had frequent associations
with him, and I came to lmow him quite well, He was a gentle natured and
| compassionate youth, He was also a consoientious student, and graduated third
highest in his class. In view of his character, I find it incongruous tha;i
he would be the type of person who would wantonly practice brutality and o t
atrocities,  Therefore, I beg your most liberal consideration in this |
matter, |

I certify this to be a true and correct translation of the original petitipn
||in Japanese of EKoyano, Hohel, to the best of my ability.

i Lieutenant, USHH.
Interpreter,
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To: mxmm.wm,mmdmm

From: ATSUJI, Masanobu, and 46 others.
KAGOSHIMA-Fen, AIRA-Gun, FUKUYAMA-Machi, FUKUTAMA,

Letter of Appeal:

Naval Doctor, Lieutenant (sg) MATSUSHITA, KANEHISA, (27 years of age)
mttnchinhia‘i-ununldnctnr;tmwthpnimmnmd
came home after the end of the war, Later he was called back by the
Military Tribunal to stand trial as a war oriminal suspect,

I, as a relative, Inow him very well, and firmly believe that he is
not the type to do such a thing. Ip-_thtﬂmnhnthlnllhwld
ln‘bnlﬂ;hﬂ-wmrnditmdmhth-utrﬂnnrhtﬂ-mﬂiﬂm,nr
in compliance with orders from supericrs, or the result of unavoidable
external ciroumstances,

Ihnuwh;rﬂhhjmthgthmtlndhtrﬂdmmlﬂbﬂl
of his family. ﬂlnmmm“mulphunnﬂiuhl,u

Yite to the establistment of & democratic JAPAN with everlasting spprecia
Hmwrmthhuttunfmm. It will be a great &
hmwmtinnnfmmlm“ﬂndﬁhnrl&mﬂum

Again I stress the point that he was not a professional scldier,

!ul-h--u;ntuhntnfmmﬂllﬂiulcollmhumhhddthrum#r

thnmlr.:mmnmn.mmwom-. He
had international culjture and understanding in him,

Ild,lﬂlﬂl:nudﬂﬂlllinhhnmthttlﬂﬂtmlhthnﬂ

mh(ummrumujmtmtﬂnmhﬁ-mm. But

I now sincerely hope to becoms & eitisen of peace loving JAFAN, I

beg and pray for a broad-minded de sion for the sake of Mahayanist Buddi
I think youi

12 June 1946, ATSUJI, MASANOBU, Appealer,

Immm-Mhh;mmanmﬂm
pﬁﬁmnfltndi,h-mh.hlwhthhﬂnrut ty.




Tos General of the Army MacARTHUR, Supreme Commander of the Allied
Foroes.

From:
FUKUYAMA No, 2763.

| Letter of Appeal, I

I hereby respectfully appeal for the release of former maval doctor
Iieutenant (sg) MATSUSHITA, EANEHISA. I mow his father who served three
times as mayor of the tomn and contributed greatly toward the welfare of the
people of the tomn. He is the originator of the indushrial guild in this
tom and the promoter of orange growing in this locality. He sent three of |
| his sons to medical college and one to the college of Seldmoe and

Literature, He is now the mayor of the city and the head of the boosters'

Because I have mown his son for a long time, I know that he believes
in righteocus action,

I sincerely hope for a fair trial and that he will, as a medical expert,
be allowed to work for the welfare of man in the peace loving New JAPAN,

I appeal again and again for fair treatment of his case, |
15 June 1546,

I certify the above to be a true and correct translation of the original
petition of Date, Moriso, in Japanese to the best of my ability.

Interpreter,

1

DATE, Moriso (46 years of age), KAGOSHIMA=Xen, ATRA=Oun, FUKUYAMA~Mag¢hi,
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To: General of the Army MacARTHUR, Supreme Commander of the Allied
Foroes, in JAFPAN,

| From: KURU, Kelso, KAGOSHIMA-Een, AIRA-Gun, FUKUYAMA-Machi 2952 Banchi.

| Letter of appeal for the release of former naval dootor, Lisutenant (sg)
| MATSUSHITA, KANERISA.

I To my great surprise, former naval dootor, Lieutenant (sg) MATSUSHITA,
| KANEHISA attached to the garrison in CHICHI JIMA was arrested as & war
| eriminal suspect.

{ I do not know the details, but I cannot believe that he could have done
anything which would brand him as a war oriminal, He was good natured,

| honest, and was very popular among his friends, uanh-hptup-podluhnql

murd. He hoped to become a doctor in order to contribute to mankind and
I really sympethise with him that this unfortunate war ccourred in his life-
| time, I sincerely hope and pray that his innocence be proved so that he may
" again engage in his self-chosen profession fulfilling his original desire,
|
|
|

I pincerely hope and pray for special consideration concerning his
personal affairs, Because I cannot stand by and watch his ]:’l'lllt-l wOrry u:u'
longer, I have taken the liberty to respectfully submit this appeal,

| 15 June 1946,

petition of Euru, EKeiszo, in Japanese to the best of my ability,

| I certify the above to be a true and correct translation of the original |




To: General of the Army MacArthur,
From: TOKUNABA, EUMIKO
| 17 June 1946,

[ I humbly apologize for sending in a rude letter to you in order to make
| the following appeal,

|

To my great surprise, I heard my classmate at the grade school, former
|nw|.1 dootor, lieutenant (Jjg) MATSUSHITA, KANEHISA, has been placed on trial
| at GUAM Island., He was a strong believer of righteousness and at the same
| time very kind, We all enjoyed studying with him at schoacl,
|

! I respectfully appeal to you to consider his good nature in which I
|| firmly believe because I have known him since we were grade school classmate

| I gincerely wish that you will enjoy good fortune and good health,

I certify the above to be a true and correct translation of the original
petition of Tokunaga, Kumiko, in Japeanese to the best of my ability,

EU . KERRICK, JR.
Lieu t, USHR,

Interpreter,

e iy o i




To: General of the Army MacArthur, Suprems Commander of the Allied
Foroes, ;

From: KIYAMA, Tsunejiro, KAGOSHIMA-Ken, AIRA-Gun, FUKUYAMA-Machi,

Letter of Appeal.

I was surprised to hear that MATSUSHITA, KANEHISA has been arrested as |
a war criminal suspect and put into a prison camp on GUAM, I was his juni
from grade school days, and I respected his good nature and high moral
standards, He also was elected as president for his class throughout gnd-i
school d‘J‘- ]

Ihnu‘hyhhth.lihnrtrutuﬂngm-ppnlin-rpmrhudﬂitm
hoping that his trial will be fair, taking his past deeds and record into
consideration,

I hereby respectfully make this appeal to you,

Imtd.fyt-hoaboﬂtnbentruqudmrruntmmtimurthuoriginﬂL
petition of Kiyama, Tsunejiro, in Japanese to the best of my abllity.

EU E. XERRICK, :;m
Lisutenant, USNR.

Interpreter.

——
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Tos General of the Army MacARTHUR, Commander in Chief of Allied Forces,

From: TAKENOSHITA, KIKACHIRO, KAGOSHIMA~Een, ATRA-Gun, FUKUYAMA-Machi,
13 June 1946 ,

Former Naval Doctor Lieutenant (sg) MATSUSHITA, KANEHISA, who was attached
to the garrison on CHICHI JIMA, has been my friend since childhood days. I
believe that I understand his honest nature and goodness better than any
other person in the world., He 1s a honest, quiet natured person, He headed
bis class at grade school for five years and entered high school skdpping
year, Although many wanted to enter the military school, he chose the medic

| school at NAGASAKT, I was a student of dental school when ] became his

friend, Soon after graduation, without any chance for further study in his
chosen career, he was drafted into the navy as a doctor. He told me that he

| never liked nmavy life, His spirit of charity for the tection of mankind

has never changed although he wore the uniform., I don't hestitate to |
say that he was not a person who would do anything which is against humanity.

I sincerely hope for a broadminded, fair treatment concerning his past
r'

I certify the above to be a true and correct translation of the original
petition of Takenoshita, Kikachiro, in Japanese to the best of my abllity. —

e T — s
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PETITION FOR CLEMENCY IN THE CASE OF FORMER LIEUTENANT (SURGEON) LJN,
MATSUSHITA KANEHISA.

I humbly place my petition before Your Honor, General MacARTHUR,
Commander for the Allled Forces, who is admired as the reincarnathon justi
and humanity itself while the Japanese have become lax and their morals ha
fallen into a state of decay.

MATSUSHITA and I lived in the same wvillage and went to the same school,
He was mild, virtuous, clever, and was admired by all of us, His reputati
became excellent as he grew older, and he was indispensable to the people
at FUKUTAMA.

However, he is said to be accused as a suspected war criminal, Our
village men were so sorry to hear it that they could not even work at all, |
"If he is a war criminal all the Japanese ought to be criminals®™, it is
said, '

|

Besides his father struggled for the rise of our native village at the
risk of his life, and his distinguished service was admired by the village
men, Besides, his brothers exerted themselvee in educational and medical
art for the village men so earnestly that his family was famous all over

the village,

Therefore, I can not believe that he is a suspected war criminal, be-
cause he 1s so virtuous in character and was brought up in such a good

rnil.r-

I beg your kind considerations concerning what I have juat mentioned
and that you deal leniently with him,

15 June 1946. Head of the village KAWAHATA IWAKICHI
son KAWAHATA IWAO

2246 FUKUYAMA, FUKUYAMA-Machi,
ATRA = Gun, KAGOSHIMA-Ken, (Japan,)

|
To Your Honor, General MacARTHUR, Supreme Commander for the Allied Forcds.

I certify the above to be a true and correct translation of the original
petition of EKawahata, Iwakichi, and his son Kawahata, Iwao, in Japanese
to the best of my ability,
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To your honor, General MeArthur whom I admire above all other men, i
I humbly place my petition before you, |

MATSUSHITA KANEHISA, former lieutenant (Surgeon) of the IJN at Chichi Jima,
who was acoused as a suspect war criminal is my friend. He was gentle at

| his village, and loved and admired by village men, As far as I know, he is
| not the man who ooamits orimes but the model of young men, |

It is very lamentable to hear that he will be tried at the Internaticnal |

iumm.

I beg your kind spmpathy and consideration for him, I am sure that God
will save him,

12 June 1946,

EANATDA TAKI
EAWATDA RIKIKO

I certify the above to be & true and correct translation of the original |
petition of Eawaida Taki, in Japanese to the hest of my ability. ‘
|

|

a7

t, USHR.
Interpreter, |
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hﬁﬂmtwelmwmihm-ormmmmm.

I am very surprised to hear that MATSUSHITA, EANEHISA, was accused as &
war oriminal, Therefore, 1 humbly place this petition before you and beg
you to deal leniently with him,

wldm‘thwﬁthdidltthhmtlhﬂithnthmﬂnlta
others and was loved and admired by his classmates. Besides, hs was
houﬂulnntmdnlﬂl:dﬂfhtummtdunﬁhmfﬂtoﬁnﬂthmfor
himself, and carried this out to the letter, I know many classmates who
m-do-plrinﬂmudbrhilthuuht. He studied medical art for the
wa-ﬂmmummdfuuwmm.

He lamented the break out of Sino-Japanese incident and desired the
peace of the world,

Immthutfulmmlthhkhwﬂmmﬂlrnhm. His
plrmtlinhinmtinvﬂhgtmmh&upmm.

I hereby beg that you will kindly release him,

14, June 1946.

To your honor, General MoArthur
the Supreme Commander for the Allied Forces.

Imﬂrrth-huﬂhhlmnﬂmettrmhﬂmafmm!

petition of Kono Tateumi, in Japanese to the best of my ability.
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FETITION

I am very sorry that MATSUSHITA KANEHISA (former lieutenant, surgeon,
IJN) is in prison as a war oriminal at Guam,
ce

I lived in his neighborhood and received his instruction, I
better than anyone else,

. mmmﬂa,uﬂhmmmmnndemmmmtr
|| of others. And it is alsp representative of his character to receive others
| as amiably as if he were their brother, When he was demobilised and came
'hﬂ,ldﬂtﬂﬂlm-ud,'hwthnhfarmtmu-. I think you
must have experienced many hardships®, He answered, "the occupation forces
| were so kind to us. I feel so thankful for them", These few words explain
| well his noble character.

Though I kmow him well, -huthilmrunnthinknfhhlnruhqund
my imagination, As they know him well so their grief is great., I was
fiud-ithdupmtiunmmlmthnnhngthirurfartfurth-ﬂr-

construction of Japan always anxious about their sen,

Ibagmhmmnnidmtioummningmtlhun Just mentioned
| and that you deal leniently with him,

HM]-Mt

| MOMURA SHUNICHI to Your Honor,
General MeArthur,

I certify the above to be a true and correct translation of the
| original petition of Momura, Shunichi, In Japanese to the best of my

F 4
| mﬁ E. KERRI
| t, US

: Interpreter,
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your Homor whom I suppose to be busy every day. .

!
To Your Honor, Genmeral MacArthur, whom I admére most,
Flease forgive the rudeness that I, a mere civilian, dare to write to
I hear that former Surgeon Matsushita Ksnehisa, who was so intimate
with me in our school days, has been accused as a war criminal, I mm
very surprised to hear it and humbly place this petf iom before you.

As we had friendly relations during my school days, I know his character
| woll and his thoughts, The word "mild" and "gentle" explains well every

| detail of his character, I think, . - - -

This noble character of his was admired by those who associated with him.
|Itu-|1q:nn.thl- to me that he who is as mild as a lamb should commit

| such a crime. On the comtrary, he has also a manly character, and never
did anything but what was right,

I As for us, we cammot believe that he should bn, of his own accord a deed
| like the one for which he was accused.

| his will,
|

| above and save this honest person, I beg you to save the aged parents whe

If it 1s a fact, I can imagine that it was either a mistake or against

_ His honest family was grieved whemn they received the incredible informatian
| and ecan not even do their daily work. When I saw his aged parents in wee

| who used to boast of their good son, I can only pray to God to save these

| honest people.
Tour Honor, Gemeral MacArthur, I beg you to understand what I have stated
love their son with all their heart, ,

How great will be the joy and happiness of his parents and brothers if
you approve it. They will never forget your kindness.

3 Flease forgive me for placing this humble petition before you. And I
| beg you will grant my supplication.

An honest peasant
HIROSE Yoshineba

Imuqu-muu-tm-mmtrmu.mdmmu
petition of Hirose Yoshinobs, in Japsnese to the best of my ability,

el

t, USHR,
Iht-lrprihr-
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PEIITICN
hlmhor,mmu,wmrﬂmnuﬂm:

| Concerning the case of Matsushita Kanehisa who is gentle and upright.
| I beg that your verdict be 'Not Ouilty" with ay whole heart.
I -

| -

i TAKENOSHITA Masuo

| Fuluyama-Machi, Aira~Gun.
| Kagoshims-Ken, Japan,
i
|

Imiryth-ﬂcﬂtubi-m-ndmrmtmumofﬁlody.ul i

petition of Takenoshita Masue, im Japanese to the best of my ability.

i

EUGENE £, KERRICK, JR.
4 t, USNR.
Interpreter,
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Petition for Clemency in the Case of Matsushita Eanshisa.

I was astonished to hear that Matsushita Kanehisa, former Lieutenant
Sargeon, IJN, attached to the Chichi Jima Garrison, has been accused as &
war oriminal.

I Though I don't know the real eircumstances of his crime, I can not beliewe
| that he could have had any evil intentions and commit a crime. |

, He was mild, benevolent and clever in nature, sympathetiec to others,
I—u:d, therefore, had a good reputation among his willage men.

It was his destiny to became a doctoar. He did so and he offered his
benevelence and love for the happiness of mankind I feel so sorry for him
| that he had to be a victim of such a misfortune in his life.

I believe that he is too benevolent to commit such a crime, and hope that
it will be decided that he is "not guilty™ and that he will come back to his |
| happy life. Bverybody wishes that he will come back and be able te pursue |

his destiny.

I hope that your Honor, the Presidemt of the Military Commission will
BBe titr to deal leniently with him., Therefore, I place this p tition befare |

I|

[
| To Your Honor, general McArtimr, Supremesm Commander for the Allied Power,

Iurﬂﬁthmtuhlmlmdmrmttm:htmutth-nrigj.u.ll
| petition of Euru Keisze, in Japanese to the best of my ability,

i, 1

el




illitﬂlhihiliﬂpﬂlﬁﬂlnthﬂlﬂ:ﬂrﬂmlm.

FETITION
I have learned, to my great astonishment, that my friend, Mr. Kanshisa

He is a serious minded and kind-hearted man. He was repeatedly elscted |

monitor in the primary school and all the peoples, associating with him have
been faverably influenced, regardless of their ages, I was one of his .

|| seniors in the primary schocl and the middle school and I am one of those who
|| have been influenced by his sublime personality and whe held him in high

|
estesm and reversnce, and who are extremely grieved to find that such a !
deplerabls fate has befallen him. |

|

We believe that his previous expmplary conduct holds him worthy of
consideration of his case.

We hereby most humbly and earnestly plead for the mitigation of his

| panishment, if he is ever found guilty of the charge.

KITAMA, Tesunejibe |
Te Your Honor, General MacArthur, Surpeme Commander for the Allled Forces.
I certify the above to be a trus and correct translation of the original

|
petition of Kiyama Tsunejiho, in Japanese to the best of my ability. |
I
|
|

Interpreter, |




" War Criminal and is now imprisoned at Guam,

| he is being accused for.

FETITION
13 June 19456

To Your Honor General MacArthur,

I was surprised to hear that Matsushits Kanehisa was named as a suspected

He was earnest and kind to all and my conscience campels me to communic-
ate with your excellency regarding the person of the ax-Navy surgeon, Mr.
Kanehisa Matsushits with whom I went to the same primary school.

I am swprised to hear that he is being tried on Ouam and I wonder what

He was given to rightecusness and mmanity and we were very happy to !
study with him. '

I beg your excellency to take this fact into consideration.
I hope your excellency will take good care yourself as it is heading
toward an unfavorable season.
Eumiko Tolkunagu.

1 certify the above to be a true and correct translation of the original
petition of Kumiko Tokunaga, in Japanese to the best of my LY.

Al




Petition to General of the Army MacArthur,

Former Navy Surgeon Lt, Matsushits, Kanehisa, who has been recalled by
your headquarters as a war crimes suspect, was born and brought uwp in a
femily which is known in thds part of the country for pramoting courtesy,
| plaecing high value on morals and sincersly loving peace,

The character and condact of Matsushits fram his childheod followed in 1
the footsteps of the beautiful traditions of his family. We, his friends ,
and scquantances have tried to model ocurselves after him. When I lmard
that he had been recalled on suspicion that he had commited a criminal
offense in thie war there was not one person among his asquaintances that
could balieve what be heard. I would like to believe absalutely that he
is not a war criminal.

Your Honor, I am pleading as an acquaintance who gradusted from the same
school for speedy deliberation and for your mercy by which he may be
granted a new life.
| Juns 15, 1946. |
Member graduates Club, Fukuysma, Middle School
Kagoshim Prefecture |
il m' MID-

I certify the above to be a true and correct translation of the urlgi.nil-
petition of Marisono, Daisze, in Japanese to the best of my ability.




T r s s 3 |

I wish to plead in behalf of my dearest class-mate Mr, Kanshisa Matsushita,
eax-Navy Surgeon-lisutenant, who is under trial as a war criminal suspect,
| although I fully realisze the improprity of intruding upom yowr henor when Jf-H'\
your honor is hard pressed with busifess under the foreign sky.

' We, his friends, were dumb-founded to learn a few days ago that Mr. ! I
Matsushita is confined at Sugame. We wonder what in the world has brought |
|hi.ltntﬂll¢.f.1uu“. We can hardly believe it. He has been a person of !
such an honorsble personality that it is very hard for us, who are his .

| seniors, colleagues and juniors to take the information as trus. We are
| haunted with doubts about the reasem for his imprisoment., He used to be |
such a noble character.
Please, Genersl MacArtiur! Allow us to beg your honor to retrieve him |
who is our most honorables and beloved friend, and whose personality we can
most safely answer for.

And againk please, allow us to present our petition to your hener,
Genersl MacArthur, for Mr, Matsushita's life and acquital and give him back
| to us as ocur beloved and respectable friend.

Our most honorable, General MacArthur,

Shienosonc Akiru.

Iuﬂmmmtoh;tmmdmmttmumﬂmcﬂ;im
petiton of Shionosono Akirs, in Japaness to the best of my ability.




g t 3 |

illlnnutu Generul MacArtiur's General Headquarters. i

Ihnplthi-pﬁtiﬂ!ﬂhdlﬂlﬂlhﬁhﬁhﬂtmﬂmﬂm
accused ex-Navy Surgeon-lLisutenant, Mr. Kanehisa Matsushita's case because
I have personally known the accused since his boayhood as my.relative, who was !
born in this same town that I myself was borm in. -

The accused has been well-bred and is very promising and his reputation .
4 u.prinr;nhoulpupﬂmdn.ﬂdlunhmlﬂudutintﬂtd;nﬂ- i
behaved and most studious school-boy and every friend and asquanhtance of the
accused's looked forward to the accused's fruitful future,

, The accused was graduated from the Seventh Govermuent High School and
,tuwmukummnmmmtnummmm.m-
‘which embodied the saying "medicine is a benevolent art"; practicing medicine
' free of charge in villages where there were no doctors..-

|  Soon afterward the outbreak of the Pacific War immediately called the
' accused up to the colors. When the end of the war brought the ascused back
hu,niuingthhnpuntmturnmdntpnh]innltm,thomuinn-d-
the whols town as happy as it could be. To our great alarm, however this
urmmmmn-um.ummndmm
wfmm-lmingmmmmtmmnn;mm
| suspeet, leaving his family and friends in the depths of sorrow,

. Although we were not informed of the incident, this character and record
' tify that the accused is above any inhuman conduct.

| Allow us to most humbly and earnestly beg your excellency for the
| prompt aequittal of this respectable persom, Mr. Kanehisa Matsushita, the

%

g

E

| Mrs., Yoshibumi-Matsushita, #2461, Fukysma-sachi,
| Shire-gun, Kagoshima-ken, Japan. I
|

| 11 June 1946

| petition of Mr, Yoshibumi Matsushita, in Japanese to the best of my abili

- !
EUGENE #] KERRICK, |
Lieutenght, USKR,

Interpreter, l

|
I I certify the above to be a trus and correct translation of the eriginal
|
|




1
tt
|

| eitles and rural districts turoughout Japan the pangs of hunger are being

EETITION 70 GENERAL MACARTHUR

Imntm-pmm'toﬁmlhm, our guide to peace and
freedom.

Japan, in her search for peace, ompletely disrupted world peace and
proceeded to write one of the blackest pages of chaos and disorder in t he
history of mankind. If we exsmine this situation carefully, we find that
Japan's short-sighted, irresponsible and selfish conduet resulted in a great
disaster. Although world affairs ought te be nothing but harmonious, what
appears to be happening on the surface and what is actually happening beneath
the surface are two entirely different things.

Not only during the war, but even now, after the war is over, in the

felt.,

Fulrillment of the acceptance and promises of the Potsdam Declaration,
which was made at the end of the war, is not only the right and duty or the
Japanese people, but also the first step in the return to peace and freedom.
It is also the means by wmich the Japanese people, who liwe together amd
work together, can retum to a peace of freedom and equality. Japsm is a
fine country, and with the help of General MacArtimr, who is a noble and

f

peace-loving man, it will be westored,

My school friend, Matsusiita Eanehisa, is a gentle, energetic fellow and |
is well liked by his friends. After he became of age, I knew him to be &

| man with a good perscnality and with nigh moral and social standards, He

| to be lenient with him, If you pardon him, his aged parents and all his
| friends will shed tears of joy.

4 good medical student by nature, and after he graduated from medical school
he went to the front as an intern, While he was serving in the Navy, the
fact that war is internecine and that nothing but destruction and bloodshed
is the result was constantly in his mind., He has been extremely worried
about this. I cannot believe that he has done anything for which he can be
indicted,

As one of his best friemds, I beg you to consider his case carefully ami

If Matsushita has camitted any crime, I pray that you will find it in
your heart to forgive him,

Mr, Heichi Tateyams, Fuuyama, Fuiuysmsmachi, Shira~Gun, Kagoshima, Japan

Ithnbmtohntmmuthththinﬂm
petition of Mr, Heichi Tateysms, in Jap

|
N
1
!




FETITION
To Your Homor, The President of the Military Commission:

I hereby make my lmmble plea to Your Hemor the Presidest and the Members
of the Commission.

i I have heard that the former Lisutenant (Surgeon) Matsushita, Eanehisa I:L
| been indieted im the Chichi Jima War Crimes Trials and is involved in the
| execution of an American Prisoner of War. I camot suppress my surprise
and grief at learming of this unexpected occurrence,

' I camnot believe that a shy and innocent person like Matsushita could haye
done such an act but I am confident that if the charges are true, it mmst
have been because he executed a swperior's orders, from which where was no
:mlpi,ndth;tﬁtumtmdhil_rmﬂn- .

— ot

It is usual in the Japsnese Navy, for a young medical of ficer likeself
to be forced to observe his superior's orders absolutely, and I am sure that ,
he was torm with emotion when he had to cbey orders, :

, I was associated with him for a pericd of a year and found months at

| Chichi Jima, He was a young and eager student of medicine, and his attitude
:mmpmu,mmmqmuuhnzr-nmmumw
| sincere. Furthermore, he was conseientious in executing his duties and k1
:mﬁmmuﬂmmqnmtummmmmim LLBAY
operations inside the Torpeds Boat Squadron's peorly equipped cave ‘Buring i
!lhlﬂh-hi-ﬂ- - I

Inrnuhm,h--uduplrtmtdwmmmu-mnbrmim {
future was expected by all.

- whpnﬂnuﬂqhﬂtﬂ-m-rhmh-nudnmﬂm,hh |
|mmm,mmmu-nmPMu-amtuMw |
i m-mmmhrmlmmmtm,mmmhn-m
| brother, who was a medical officer with the Army died in action in New :
| Guinea. His sister has already married, leaving him the ealy persen to |
| support his family. |

Hitum-i-ponmhfnrhhtuntumtahhn:unpm.,mt ]
will become of his aging parenta? '

I mmbly beg your kind consideration of the unusual circumstances in the
case of this young officer Matsushita, Kanehisa, whose activities are so
mmmmmmtmmnﬂnwim, and sward him a lenient
verdict.




‘
' To Your Henmor, the President of the Military Commission:

|

i I am one who has had the experience of living together with my bosem ‘
friend, Matsushita, Kanehisa, for two years at the Chichl Jima Motor Torpedo
Boat Unit. I was filled with deep regret when I had to testify as a witness |

for the prosecution at this military tribunal about the scte of Matsushita, |
though they are facts, although I weld knew his fine character very well. |

| Matsushita had unaffected character and an unblemished reputation, was
| affectionate and considerate towards all. He tock care of his patients so
| conseientiously that he often forgot to eat and sleep. Becauss of this, all
| the persomnel of my unit, and even those of others in the wvieinity respected
|ludr-nr-dm.-. Those who had been treated by him always felt that he was
, sincere, and his reputation became widespread, and tius new patients
| cams to him daily, I am convinced that this is enough te prowve his benevolent
| character,
It may be called an irony of fate that gentle Matsushita is being charged
with an inhumane act which he committed unwillingly by the stssm order of
the arbitrary and stubborn commanding officer, Kurasaki, Yasuae.

Your Honor, I fervently beg that you be lenient in deciding upon his case.

. If this cannot be done, I ask that I be allowed to serve half the
| sentence.

I pray that God bless you all, ’
Il

OKUBO OSAMU
Lisutenmt, LN

Chief Engineer, 2nd Motoer
Tﬂw uﬂ’.t-

I certify the abofe to be a trus and cerrect translation of the oriain.-ll

g

————mt
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| pected by his subordinates, He was an unaffected person who was very sin=-

| strong sense of responsibility.

PETITION FOR CLEMENCY

To the Homorable President of the Military Commission:

The accused Sasaki Mitsuyoshi was extremely gentle in nature, and on |
our frequent meetings, he always said that it was his mother who made him
what he is today, and that he would not forget his mother's love for the
rest of his life. He had a great deal of plety, and besides, as a sports-
man, he had a cheerful personality and was loved by his superiors and rea=

cere in treating his patients, even in the minutest details and had a very

I beg that in giving your verdict, you take the above clircumstances in-
to consideration,

WATANABE TAKEJIRO
Former Lieutenant (jg) I.J.N.

I certify the above to be a trus and correot translatiom of the origi-
nal petition of Watanabe Takejiro in Japanese to the best of my ability.

"‘;ﬁuﬁﬂ‘z‘ f_&w :
FREDERICK F. TREMAYNE
Lieutenant (jg), USNR |

Interpreter




FETITION

' To Your Honor, The President of the Military Commission:

I humbly present my plea to Your Honor, The President and the Honor-

I have associated for one year with Lieutenant (Surgeon) IJN, Sasalkd
Mitsuyoshi one of the accused in the Chichi Jima War Crime Trials, at Guam,
| I was deeply impressed by his great affection towards his mother, When

'| LT ﬂ;l:-.nk together, he quite often sang songs which reminded him of his
mother,

‘ able Members of the Military Commission.
|

He was a fine sportsman, and a cheerful, active person, He was con-
scientious in executing his dutes, and had a passion for research as a
young and progressive medical student. We often exchanged our opinions on
| subjects of common knowledge. Sasakl was indeed a fine gentleman, And
| thus it was that I was shocked when I heard that he had been charged with

| & erime,

l At that time, it was impossible for a young officer who had just been
| graduated to offer any opinion to his superior, Thus I believe that earnest
' and shy person that he was, he was forded to execute the stern orders of
| commanding officer Yoshii, regardless of his own will,

' Your Honor, The President of the Military Commission, as I have stated
i:tfore, he has a mother who is alone, he being her only child. The only
; hope in life this mother has is her scn. She was widowed while quite young,
and brought up her son by her own weak hand, I pray that you who know of
| such circumstances will be lenient with him,

I humbly beg that you take into your ldnd consider:ztion what I have
stated above,

Hasegawa Taketoshi
Lieutenant, (jg) IJN

, I certify the above to be a true and correct tranaslation of the origi- |
| nal petition of Hasegawa Taketoshi in Japanese to the best of my sbility,

Fuediik S}
erieck F. Tremayne

Lisutenant (jg), USNR
Interpreter




PETITION

i Te Your Honor, The President of the Military Commission:
H I humbly plead for former Lieutenant Surgeon, Sasaki Mitsuyoshi, who
is the accused in the Chichi Jima War Crimes Trials, to Your Honor the
President and the honoreble Members of the Commission,

I served with him for a year at the Special Naval Base Area at Chichi
|J1na. Sasaki is an unaffected and straightforward young surgeon and was
| the center of respect and popularity of ocur unit,
1
He has a mother who was widowed soon after marriage, and who alone
reared him to be what he is today. At present, he is his mother's only
|| hope, and he has served his mother with extreme sincerity. His love for

her is beautiful to behold. The life of this mother and som lead is &
|| minature pattern of a peaceful human society.

| Your Excellency the Fregident and the Honorsble Members of the Com=
| mission I beg that you will gve special consideration to this case, and
hlnrd the accused a lenient wverdict, thus bringing a ray of hope into the
| future of this beautiful family life.
il

|

Shinoda Ichiro
Lieutenant Commander, IJN

I certify the above to be a true and correct translation of the origi-
nal petition of Shinoda, Ichiro in Japanese to the best of my ability.

Frederick F, Tremayne
Lieutenant (jg) USNR
Interpreter
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PETITION

[ I hombly submit my petitiom to the Honoramble President and the Members
{of the Commissiont

I have heard that former Lisutenant (Surgeon) Sasaki Mitsuyoshi has
been erraigned before the Chichi Jima War Crimes Court for the incident of
the dissection of the corpse of an American flyer. I am cne who is con-
|fident that this act did not spring from the accused's omn will,

. In the Japanese Navy, superior or commanding officers did often not

t!nngninﬂ the right of young medical officers to speak up, and such an un-
|| sophisticated and earnest young officer as he was, habitunll; carried out
fnithrully their superior's orders, suppressing one's #on will or emotion,
|

L He was a truly innocent person, and was very sincere towards all., But
as he had a shy dispoaltiun, I believe that it was quite impossible for him

ku oppose his superior, and he had no other alternative than to execute

| the order,

I

' Furthermore, he does not have any father, nor any brothers or sisters.

uHu only has his aged mother. His mother was widowed when young, and raised

! To Your Honor, The President and the Members of the Military Commission

|her only child, while struggling with the many difficulties of 1ife, and she |

|unde him what he is today. His mother is a sympathetic person with no other
lhnpl or Joy than this child of hers.

I cannot keep myself from praying when I think of this poor mother
'nnd her som,

! Your Honor, The President of the Commission, I beg that you will be
{lenient in dealing with this unaffected young officer, and bring hope to
this poor mother,

i Enomoto Shirokichi
Lisutenant, IJN
September 8, 1946.

I ceartify the above to be a true and correct translation of the origl-
nal petition of Enomoto, Shirokichi in Japanese to the best of my ability.

.

Lieutenant (jg) USNR
Interpreter

ol




' PETITION FOR CLEMENCY IN THE CASE OF FORMER LIEUTENANT (SURGEON)
SASAKI MITSUYOSHI

To Your Honor, The President of the Military Commission:
I am very surprised that the former naval lieutenant (surgeon) SASAKI,

| Mitsuyoshi has been arraigned this summer as a war criminal, As I have had
|| some experience as an orderly, I know Lieutenant Sasaki well,

He decidedly is not an srrogant officer, but always talked to his men
in a cheerful manner.

I have heard that his family consists of only himself and his mother
| I remember that during the war when letters came there always was one for
Lieutenant Sasaki from his mother, and when lestters were sent, without fail
there was one to his mother from him,

I The mother's affection for her cnly child and the son's love for his
| dear mother was umbounded.

I I beg that you be merciful in trying the amccused,

Former Stoker

|‘ MATSUMURA, TAKEJI,
1 Petty Officer 2nd Class, IJN

- I certify the above to be a true and correct translation of the origi-
| nal petition of Matsumura, Takejl in Japanese to the best of my ability.
i.

Mg,“,‘{ﬂfn.e,m?m
| {ﬂnrick F. Tremayne

Lieutenant (jg) USHR
Interpreter




PETITION

To Your Honor, The President of the Military Commission:
I humbly make my plea to Your Honor.

I have heard that in this Chichi Jima War Crimes Trial, Navy Lieuten=
ant (Surgeon) Sasaki Mitsuyoshi has been charged with the dissection of the
body of an American prisoner, I am one who firmly believes that he did not
commit such an act of his own free will,

In the Japanese Navy, for such young naval surgeons as he, the privi=-
lage of speaking for themsalves was not recognized, And he, a gentle and
| sarnest youth, habitually carried out his superior's orders to the letter
suppressing whatever feelings he had and subordineting his own will to that
| of his superiocr officer.

He was indeed innocent, and was kind to all., But as he was an in-
trovert, I am convinced that he executed his superior's orders being unable
| to oppose them,

, Sasaki has no brothers or sister, but only his lone mother. This

{| mother of his became a widow while young, and brought up her only child,
struggling bravely against every obstacle in this merciless society of
ours, She is & very sympathetic person, whose only hope and joy is her
child, I cannot help but pray from the bottom of my heart when I think of
his mother's love and hig filial piety.

Your Honor, I humbly beg that you will belenient in trying this young
| officer, and bring hope again into the miserable life of his mother,
|

Yonehara Minoru
Lisutenant Commander

I certify the above to be a true and correct translation of the origi-
|n.ul petition of Yonehars Minoru in Japanese to the best of my ability,

L S Jurmayes
! M‘hw

Lieutenant (jg) USNR
Interpreter




FETITION

To Your Excellency, The Fresident of the Military Commission,

I bumbly make my plea to Your Homor and the members of the Military
- Commission,

| Learning that Iisutenant (surgeon) Sesaki was to be tried in a war |
| erimes case concerning the exsoution of war prisoners, I was shocked at the
| unexpected nature of the event,

|

| Attached to the Chichi Jima Naval Base I served with him for two years
| and can say that he was an extremely unaffected and cheerful young officer.
- treating his patients was one of the utmost sincerity, and

in
Il was loved by both his superiors and his subordinates. From what I hear,
| his femily consists of only himself and his mother, and there was not one
| parson in the unit that did not know of his affection for his dear mother,.
- is wniting for her son, who is truly her only hope, to return
!hnn-. When I think of this, I cannot suppress ny profeund sympathy for him, |

f Your Honor, The President and Homorsble members of the Militaery
' Commissdon, I beg that you will be lenient in his case.

| Noda Manoru |
| Lieutenant, IJN. |

_ to be a true and correct copy of the original
| patition of Noda Manoru, in English.

Lisutenant (jg), USIR
Interpreter,
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I PETITION
' To Your Honor The President of the Military Commission,

I I became soquainted with former nmaval lieutenant (surgeon) Sasaki ‘
| Mtewyoshd for the first time im the spring of 1943 when he arrived at

| the Chichd Jima naval base to take up his duties there, His quarters were

| next to mine, and since then we have been close friends. |

: He was gentle and sincere by nature, and a rarely unsophisticated |
| personality. Always obedient to orders from his superiors, he made every

| effort to carry out his duties faithfully., His attitude towards his
subordinates and the way in which he addressed them was kind and courtecus |

and he was extremely popular among his superiors and subordinstes. |

. He worked hard whils doing research, and I have seen him forget to esat |
|mmuusmmnumdmtamwmfm -

| and typhus,

I have heard that he has a lone mother who is awaiting him in Sendai.
| I bave also heard pecple praise his remarkable filial plety towards his

| mother, As I have memtioned above, he is a young man of very fine character |
and has a brilliant future ahead of him, working for the reestablishment of
| Japan,

| Your Honor the President and the members of the Commission, I humbly
| beg that you will take these extemuating circumstances into consideration
:| in dealing with him, and award a lendent verdioct,

" Formerly attached to the
| Chichi Jime Naval Base.

l I certify the above to be a true and correct copy of the original
petition of Miyashita Tsunegoro, in Emglish,

| Dudnik 7 Tecmage |

I Ldeutenant (jg), USNR
Intexrpreter,




| FETITION

| To Your Excellency, The Fresident of the Commission.

|

[

| I humbly submit my petition to Iour Excellency, The Presidemt and the
| Honorable Members of the War Crimes Commission in the Marianas,

|

| Since April, 1945, I have been ntiut-l} uuucint-d with Sasaki,

| Mtguyoshi, one of the accused in the Chichi Nar Crimes case, and know ;

his ideas and character well, Iulhouhdlndln'windtuhnrﬂutl

parson with such a bemevolent nature was involved in such an atrocious orime,

and am filled with sorrow, He had mo vices, and loved his subordinates, and |
in turn was respected by them.

I saw him treating patients, and talking to them in his northeastern
dinllct This heart warming scene made the atmosphere of this damp cave
hospital, which was filled with malmutrition patients, a cheerful one,

He was trought up by his mothers hand alone, and his mother is amxioualy
| awmaiting the return of her only child, Sometimes, when he spoke of his
| mother, he could not suppress tears of gratitude, Without him, the Sasaki
| famdly does mot exist.

I humbly beg of Your Excellency and the Honorable Members of the
| Commission that you will be lenient in the case of the accused, Sagall,

.1tmlhi .

NOMT, Hidah%]m
. Lisutenant jgj, N,
I Chichi Jima

i I certify the sbove to be a true and correct translation of the original
| petition of » Hidehiko, in Japanese to the best of my ability,

| Lt b T Jeermre |

| I-lmt-n-ﬂt- (3¢), USKR,
{ Interpreter.
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CLEMENCY FETITION FOR SASAKI MITSUYOSHI. I

As a friend of the former Naval Surgeon, Lieutenant SASAKI MITSUYOSHI,
undergoing trial by the fair and just American Military Court, I would
to write about his everyday actions and his character, and plead that he,
relesased a free man,

F

i 1., Although I worked at a hospital several miles away from where he

| worked, whenever he had patients transferred to my hospital he always came

| with them and although it can be said that it is only proper for a doctor
.itudu 80, in spite of storms or muddy roads he always came even with the

| less serious cases, with whom he could have sent an attendant. This fact

|' iprun; that he had a strong sense of responsibility and was very consclent- |
| 1ous doctor,

g

2. He was almost too humbles by nature and hs was absolutely obsdient
to orders from his superiors. There were many times in his daily life that
| be was forced to do thinges unwillingly and he told me that he had acted
against hie will because he could not help it, as it was his superiocr's will,|
| I beg that you will investigate this fact very carefully when personnel of
| the Japanese foroes are tried in your courts. He may have been placed in a
| very unfortunate position when he was on the battlefield and as & member of |
| the Japanese armed forces, he was subject to the severe rule of absolute .
| obedience to #eders, with an unreasonsble, egotistic superior officer bearing 7%
{|dowmn upon him, I have never seen SASAKI go against his superior's orders,

3. After March 1945, the food situation became criticel, and we officers,
Jjust as the men were nearing starvation, Whenever he came from his little
dispensary to my billet at headquarters, he opened his small lunch package,
| and saying that conditions were a little better at his place shared it with
|us, (To tell the truth, the conditions at his place were no better than
ours, and at times our headquarters were better,) He had a heart full of
|| love for other people,

4e I was a member of the baseball team in my schooldays, and he was a
member of the rughy team, Those who devots themselves to sports, make fair-
:m&uﬂjuﬂuthﬂ:md. His character, and his life was always cheer-
|£ullndhright,lndh--lnmruluuholr. .

5. He always thought of his beloved mother, and being anxious about her, |
wrote to her every time he had an opportunity to do so. How could such a
loving son commit & black orime?

6., He was admired and respected by his men just as he was by his
patients, and was not feared, which is rather the rule in the Japanese forces.
I believe that this can be proved by asking anyone of these people about
this., It cannot be that a person who so affecticnately loves his subordi=-
nates and is loved by them can be guilty of a criminal offense,

.

I absolutely cannot believe that such a gentle person as the one I have |
described above could ever be the source of any evil,

I am one who, since April 1945, lived and worked with him and having
related this part of his character and daily life, I beg that he be

L !

!I 21 (3
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found not guilty and relsased,

MIYAGI EKAZUHIKO,
Lisutenant, Nawval Surgeon
formerly attached to the
CHICHI JIMA NAVAL BASE,

I certify the above translation consisting of two pages of the original
| petition of Miysgl Kasuhiko, in Japanese to the best of my ability.

FREDRICK F. % ,E

Ideutenant (jg), USHR,
Interpreter

L]
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FETITION
To Your Homor, The President of the Cosmission.

l I am & bosom friend of the mccused Navy Surgeon Lisutsnant SASAKI

| MITSUYOSHIN's mother, and kmow his family conditions well, FHis family con-
sists of the mooused and his mother - only two members, SASAKI's father
died of a sickness when SASAKI was not even two years old, and he was
brought up these long 25 years by his widowed mother's hand alone, The
accused is not a professicnal soldier but was only drafted into the armed
rwmmnrﬁmfmmntmmrynmormﬁnmim
attached to the T Imperial University. He was a warm hearted person
IrMIhlimilhuplhhufuc—ittm-rmn. I beg that you will
have sympathy in his case and allow him to return to his eagerly awaiting
mother as soon as possible,

TOOCHII MITSU
Senai City
July 14, 1946,

I certify the above to be a true and correct translation of the original
petition of Touchii Mitsu, in Japanese to the best of my ability.

Lieutenant (jg), USNR.
Interpreter,
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j PETITION

For Clemency in the case of SASAKI MITSUYOSHI. |

1, My relations with the accused:

I was associated with him from the time I entered the Medical College
of the Tohoku Imperial University in April 1942, until the acoused went
off to war as a navy surgeon, and after he was repatriated, as a senior
fellow member of the Katusra Surgery Room,

S

2. The nature of the accused:

The accused was brought up by the sole efforts of his mother and his '
character was outstanding, His kindness and generosity are great and he |
has guided many of his juniors sincerely and ably, He was possessed with a '
great love for his fellow man and spent much time in research for the sake
of their well being. He treated his patients as he would have treated his |
omn family, Hie love of research resulted in original ideas, which are
highly esteemed, |

3. The reason for my submitting this petition:

(a) To lose such an sarnest and original scientist would be a great
blow not only to us, but to the welfare of mankind,

(b) The accused is the life and soul of his mother, and nbt to free
him would be the death of her,

I eould not wateh such a miserable and unreasonable condition arise wi
out doing my best to persuade, Hls Excellency, The Commander of the
for the relesase of the accused,

NAGAHAMA MASAO,

Member, Kailsura Surgery Room,
Hospital attached to Medical College,
Tohoku Imperial University.

Imﬂrrth-thuntohntmlndmmtﬂuhﬁmnfth-ariﬂnl.
petition of Nagahama Masao, in Japanese to the best of my ability.

: ff/;w.,,,;,..,
Z CK F. TREMAYNE,
Lieutenant, (jg), USNR.

Interpreter,




AFFIDAVIT FOR THE CHARACTER OF SASAKI, Mitsuyoshi

I hmbly state before you concerning the character of Sasaki, Mitsuyoshi
the acoused. g ’

I know well about his character, because I was his senior officer during
our military life of two years and a balf at Chichi Jima since November 19i3.
He was very pure-minded, honest, a little timid and kind to his friends.
Besldes, his sportsmanship was outstanding and he was a good hand at warious
sports, he had been especially known as a good football playsr as well as a
good oarsman, He never forgot sportsmanship even after he entered the Navy,
- and his service was really aduirable.

Though he was yet a young medical student, he was clever and full of the
spirit of inquiry, and was always earnest in his study. His service was
. distinguished and had a promising future., He was very kind to the patients,
He often spent sleepless nights caring for the more serious cases, !hmtonr !
he was much relied on both by his superiors and by his subordinates.

When he was two years old, he lost his father. He had neither brothers nor
gisters and was brought up in a lonely family conslsting of himself and his |
mother, This yowng widow never married again for the happiness of her child
and brought hig up in the stern realities of life, He himself studied hard
and was graduated from the To Medical College with a satisfactory record, &7
He had to go tc Chiehi Jima for military service without setting his mothers
mind at ease, for, at that time, there was a war between Japan and the United

States. I can imagine that his aged mother is looking ferward to her
| son's return, His piety was really touching. He was always anxious |7z
about her and yearned for her. In his album the following ode was written:

I sent my ocnly son to the front,
And spend lonely days in spining;
Oh; how many times my reel

Will roll till he will return again

I suppose that this may have been written while he was thinking about his
mother. I cannot but be moved to tears at the tought of their deep lowve,

I cannot believe that he who is such a pure minded, timid and filial man
should commit a crime which would make his mother ashamed. If it is true, I|
cannot imagine that he was obliged to do so by the order of his superior,

In the Imperial Japanese Navy, young medical officers like him used to be
| forced to obey absolutely the strict orders of their superiors. I believe
that he obsyed the order with great agony in his heart,

I hear that his mother prays for the happiness of her son every day and
night before God in her deep sorrow,

I beg your iind consideration for his motherwho lost her husband in her
Wdﬂ:m'hnhnhnwrﬂuhudhrh-r:mm-mtrhll
and tribulations and that you deal leniently with Sasaki that pure minded
urgm-buminﬂwahhpmmhmmumntJm

23 September 1946

Surgeon Lieutenant Cemmander
Sakai, Tadashi

| To your Homor the President of the Military Cemmission.

Immmuu.mmmmmmmml
| petition of Sakai, Tadashi in Japanese to the best of my ability.

|’ Gtk I iyt

29s 228 Lieutenant (Jg), USHR, 1,(, i

Interpreter
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CLEMENCY FETITION FOR SASAKI MITSUYOSHI.
1. My relations with the accused:

From 1937 to March 1939, I was his classmate in the Sendai High School
of Miyagi Prefecture,

From April 1942 until July 1942, I was his junior at the Medical
College attached to the Tohoku Imperial University,

2. The npture of the accused:

() He has an affable personality, was always highly respected by his
classmates and juniors, and was loved by many others.

(b) He was an ardent student, always conscientious in his medical
studies, and a hardworking doctor.

(¢) Losing his father in infancy, and growing up alone with his mothef,
his unusual filiael pdety attragted the attention of others.

3. The reason for my petition:

As I have mentioned before, the accused held the lofty ideal of doing
his part in the struggle for the salwation of mankind, which he was to carry
throughout his 1ife, He was a medical student whose future activities were
surs to result in the saving of many lives and was devoted to the progress
of medicine, There was no doubt about this among us, his fellow students,
Also on behalf of his beloved mother, I plead that you will find him inmocent|
set him free as socon as possible, and let such a honest and upright medical
gstudent take up his duties again,

HASHIMOTO SHIN,
Hember of Katsura Surgery room of
Hospital attached to Toholu

Imperial University.
I certify the above to be a true and correct translation of the original
petition of Hashimoto Shin, in Japanese to the best of my abllity,

ik # T

L‘lntmnt. (J:J USHR,

'F




CLEMENCY PETITION FOR SASAKI MITSUYOSHI.

- I have been the bosom friend of SASAKT MITSUYOSHI since his high school
days, We were like blood brothers while we both attended the medical co >
and I am confident that I mow of SASAKI's character as well as his om f

if not better. Ih-mb:ltlt-lptrtorhindnﬂ:m-mdnh;nntu,m |
- purthlth--.rhlnlhrightfutun,-ndthtth-dqﬂllunumnthm|
he will be able to work for the welfare of the people of this world and of
his race, making many contributions to the new democratic Japenese nation.

He was gentle by nature, his abllity in his lessons was above average,
and he was a fine example for his classmates. He was eager to do research,
was a person with broad knowledge, and was capable in many fields., His love
was not confined to his immediate associates, and bemting in mind that the
study of medicine is also the study of saving people, he was always an
example for others, attending his patients as a mother would her children.
We were always overjoyed to hear words of praise for him, uttered by his
instructor, his fellow students, and his patients,

When we heard the other day that he had been called by orders from your
forces, for investigation and interrogation, and had entered the SUGAMO
Prison, we firmly believed that it was just a mistake, Later we heard that
he had been sent down to the MARTANAS AREA, and I maky my humble plea that,
if possible, he be returned soon to his family, oonsisting of only himself
and his aged mother, as a peaceful and cheerful free man, His mother lives
| only for her son, and it is unbearable to watch his mother's sorrow and '-
i suffering., We, his former classmates and fréénds, pray for the future of ouf

beloved friend from far away, and ask Your Excellency's mercy, 8o that our |
:l‘riud-qrhnhlctomkrnrmldhmthurhmdullmhrofthm-pumb-
ful Japan, and s0 hereby sutmit this humble petition.

above to a true and correct translation of the original
petition of Endo Shogoro, Japanese, to the best of my ability,
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| Excellency the impressions I received of his character during our long

CLEMENCY PETITION FOR SASAKI MITSUYOSHI

Your Excellency, the Commsander of the Marianas.
I hereby respectfully submit this petition.

I-;mmmmmmumnmnnlmmm
Mitsyyoshi who is to be tried before you as a suspected war oriminal,
M;hithpnmptwuroruhdnthh,lnﬂduhtnmutntm

assoclation, and if what I have to say should be of any valus in your
Just trial, I will be highly gratified.

Sasaki grew up in a family coneisting only of himself and his mother,
and his inmocent and loving nature was the object of admiration and he was
envied by many friends,

He took motice of some points that I could not, and strived to associate
hammoniously with his friends,

Though he is quite tall for a Japanese, he is quiet and refined, contrary
to his appearance. I remember the following incident. I lnow of this well |
because I used to sit next to him. In owr experiments in the study of
pharmaceutica, we had to take out the brain of a frog and make up u
vertebra. The jests of his classmates were centered upon him when he
made it known that he did not like to do this. .

He was alsc a member of the rugby team, and the best athlete in our
class, But as I was not gifted as he was in this field, I regret that
I cannot truthfully say anything concerning his attitude in this,

As I write this petition, I recall that the memories I have of him
are all pleasant ones, u.udiamt. suppress a feeling of longing for him.

I felt very strange when I heard that such a fine character was te
be tried as a war criminal. Of course, we have no means of knowing of his
actions on the battlefield, but thinking of his daily life with whiech I |
am familiar, I believe that there is no doubt that he was & tender and

kind Navy surgeon.

I believe that once Your Excellency sees him perscmally, you will
understand that what I have written is true, By this, I mean that his
features are too mild to commit a vile act. .

Though I have expressed my own personal views, I humbly beg that
Your Excellency will sympathize with him, nndhilmimmhhh!n:uur
just trial.

Sato Shoidehd.

I be a true and correct translation of the original
petition of Sato Shokichi in Japanese to the best of my ability.

7o dinickh & T
el 7
Interpreter




CLEMENCY PETITION FCR SASAKI MITSUYUSHI.
Your Excellency, The Fresident of the Commission:

I hereby submit a clemency petition for the defendant in the trials be-
fore the Military Court in the Marianas Area, former Nawval Surgeon, Lieut-
enant SASAKI MITSUYOSHI.

The accused was a senior in my school, and we studied together and
participated in the same sports., The defendant has a gentle and ocbedient
nature, and unusual scholastic ability. He also was a peaceful, loving
person, and we juniors were greatly influenced by his morals,

The accused have been living a lonely but affsctionate life with hias
mother in the tranquil city of SENDAI . A%t home, he served his mother,
diligently, and outside of his home he did not forget to assist his friends
and juniors as much as possible, being highly respected and admired by his
classmates and juniors.

Learning that he is to be tried before a Military Court, I, as a person
who Jmows the accused thoroughly, am indeed, shocked,

The accused has a strong sense of self sacrifice, and also a wide
. sclentifie knowledge., He has a broad love which embraces his fellow men,
| and we believe hias service to mankind will result in his being granted diving
aid for which we are fervently praying.

During the war, absclutes obsdience to orders was required in our armed
forces, and because the accused was of such fine character, he experienced
an unavoidable disaster,

We, who have lost him, feel extreme sorrow, which we share with his
aged and lonely mother,

Hﬂthlt-thinrhuan:ludmdthauhiroaofpuumrnoundinginuu:rﬁ‘f

country, we have high hopes that the accused's peace-loving nature will atons
for his sin and that he will make many more contributions to humanity.

For the sake of his aged mother whose only hope in life is the return
of her child, and to answer the prayers of his friends and juniors, I have
dared to sulmit my humble statement to Your Excellency and plead for his
release as an innocent man,

Member of the Katsura Surgery Room Hpspital attached to Medical College),
Imperial University.

YAMADA RIKDA.

I certify the above to be a true and correct translation of the original
to the best of my ability,

Lisutenant, (JG), USNR.
Interpreter,
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CLEMENCY PETITION FOR SASAKI MITSUYOSHI.

The reason that I have sutmitted my humble petitiem te yeur Excellency
is that ILieutemant (surgeen) SASAKI MITSUYOSHI, whe is to be tried befere >
was & clasmmate of mine for four years at the Medical Cellege attached te
the Tehoku Imperial University, durimg which time we studied and participa
in sports tegether., Many times we discussed eur hepes of the future te-
- gether. This incident was quite umexpected and imdeed a stumnimg blew te me,

He was o man of few woerds, but very energetic and henest of which fact
every member of his class was cegnisant,

, He was an exocellent physical speciman emd when he appeared en the field
! for a rughy metch and whenm he rowed in the crew races we all felt a sense of
; security cemceraing the eutceme of the game.

His prewess as an athlete was matched by his mental acumen and his
accomplisiments cemmanded the respect of us all,

New, quite umexpectedly having heard that he is to be tried by a military
commission we are all puszzded as to the reasen fer this, and are mest anxioups
te submit the abeve statement em his behalf,

We humbly rely upeam yeu for a fair and umbiased decisien,

With hope that we shall soon be able te see the cheerful figure of
SASAKT again werking for the peaceful recenstructien of his ceuntry, I have
humbly offered this petition te Your Honer.

Fer the peaceful resteratisa of preseat day Japam, such diligent yeutls
are indispensable. Everyenes was surprised whem they heard that a mmm ef such
fine character was te be tried befere a military cesmission, This preves
hew pepular SASAKI was and hew much he was leved by his friemds. It weuld
make me very happy if yeur Excellency would kindly umderstand what I have |
mentiened cemcerning his charascter, |

Frem northeastern Japan I am fervently prayisg that Yeur Excellency will |
give the accused a just and fair trial,

’ MATSUNAGA KATSUMI
| Toheku Imperial University.
Hospital Opthalmelggist.

S —— e — e -

Ioortlryth-:bnnhb-ltrmmdcnphhtmlhuudﬂn-ﬂ;hﬂ
petition of Matsumaga Katsumi, im Japanese te the best of my ability.

j . f W

ICK F. TREMAYNE.
Lisutenant (jg), USHR.
Interprster,
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Clemency Petitieon for SASAKT Mitsuyesii
To the Commander MARIANAS

I am one whe knows thoroughly the life of Sasaki Mitsuyoshi, whe is

to be tried soon in your court. I alse taught him persemally im the school

I where he learned medicine. I would like to state scme facts which may aid
your Honor im giving him a fair trial, and at the same time, I humbly beg

that you bestew wpea him your unlimitved merecy.

mnwlmhuhthnrmnm#hlmhm,mtutMl
day his mother has taken care of him by herself, His mother suffered through
rnu-wt:iﬂ-mdtrmnhmthﬂmwnuld-uhtpuuph
fine man. m-mh-rnmmrr-ummmttm-utmm
realiszed. His mother was extremely careful in the selection of his
ds. Rilﬂ'lmhmwu-mh-km'm“m
friends are all fine, straightforward men. His mother found her greatest
in watching her son become of age, & person of sterling character. Who
hﬂ.tmth.ntmhnpmonwulddnwthin;imnl? I believe that
mhpmmuhlthhlﬂroqnirﬂhhuildtMMlemor
rrow, J.pni:cﬂﬂngfurmhpmmdtnlnumhmmm
mmmmmm-thmth-mﬂer'lmthm

GERTE

it

Ih.mtrmﬂmnrmlmmmmunmumm-iﬂ
him leniently.

For rmmmumtummmlm“mwnmm
College, he was devoted to his studies. He participated in many .sports
mtmp-md,mm-mmmmmwm-mm.
His friendship was sincere. Once he remained at the bedside of a sick
Mﬂulni,ﬂ:tmlﬁ.hurthznttmumjuthrﬁnnmm
examination. h-umgmmpum-mm-r-iuu
were in distress.

Hhhuﬂhhﬁmthtnuhnmmwmﬂdhgﬂltrofu
immoral act. Ifinth-mtuﬂhpmhtnmlcmmﬁ.nmmn-

hmmitrqumﬂmpmnhm.

!mm,mmimmmmmtm#Jw, I plead
mm-mmwmhtn--mummmnuwum
as soon as possible, furthmormrin-rriﬂlrhnh;ﬂmudnin
return for se long, fnrt.hﬂturmn.dntmﬂnhmiﬁqm
ntunﬂhrhﬂmdm.mdut.hth-mnltnmpﬂ forth his own

d!ntlinthhildinsntlpnutdim

Toholcu Imperial University
Asst, . Marata Kimio

Immmt:h-mmmtmﬂnunurﬂnuﬂﬂn&‘.
petition of Sendal, m,uawtummqmm

> IJ"‘"“‘?"'
%‘fm
ldeutenant (Jg), USHR,
Interpreter -
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Doo., 22463 HY/0
To: Commsnder, MARTANAS

I have know the defendant, SASAKI, Mitsuyoshi, since his middle school
days and was his instructor whem he entered medical school. Even after
graduation, he was under my direct guidance, so I am familiar with both his
personal and publiec life. For this reason, I wish to present a brief sketch
SASAKI'S upbringing and his character to you for your careful consideration. |

SASAKT lost his father two years after he was born, thereafter, he grew
up in an enviromment rich both spiritually and materially with just his
mother. 8ince he did mot have a father, his mother's lowe for him was vexy

deep. His mother worked hard to make Jjust, fine man. 8She selected
the medical profession for him so that he grew up he could serve the

.F'qﬂ-l-

He was one who would never cemmit a wrong even if he turend out the
losar, He was a person who constantly tried to be of some use to his fellow
men, Consequently, all of his friends loved him dearly. He is also very
obedient and never disobeyed his slders or his instructors. For this
reason he was loved very much by his elders and teachers.

As indicated by his physical makeup, he is a sportsman. He has alwasy
believed in fair play. Bven at personal sacrifice, he sought the welfare of|
others. A man like SASAKT, I firmly believe to be indispensable to the
future of JAPAN.

To his aged surviving mother, SASAKI, who has grown up as she had wanted
him to, has always been her pride.

What irony of fate that he dould stand trial as a war criminal
Eil.ﬂthﬂlhﬁlutﬂ:ﬂm:tuhumthﬂh-rmhum-ﬂhdnerhl
against humanity. Neither his friends nor his elders can beliewve it., More—
over, I do not believe that he can commit aven a mmall crime. I fimly
believe that if he were to be freed, he would serve his fellow men.

Please sir, I do not know what local orime he committed, but I as one |
Inl.lil.rrithh.‘l.lnhimhr, do not believe he can do any wrong.. Flease
study SASAKT'S character and give him a fair trdal.

MARUTA, Kimio MD

TOHOKU Imperial

University Medical College,
External Medicine Classroom.

I certify the above to be a true and correct translation of the criginal
petition of Maruta, Kimie, in Japmese to the best of my ability.

w’lm. USNR,
Interpreter.
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Petition for Sasald Mitsuyoshi

mmmmmmmm g
ik

His
But

ey had on his education, and was
son would take good care of her,
from her to go to war, and for a long period, his
anxiety over his satety. BEwen before the joy of

a fine young man with her owm weak
reunion was telt, he was again taken away from her, this time to be tried

» 1 believe that he has reflected upon his
further punisiment is necessary.

of gind
no

be
money

o
tle
1iwed
When I think of his mother, I cannot remain silent, and

I beg that you will consider her, whose health is declining because of her

as a war criminal.
anxiety and be lenient in dealing with her sen.

Date Ryoji

Sendai Loeal Court, Notary Judge.

H

lLieutenant (jg), USER,

Fuecck 77
FREDERICK F.

abome to be a true and correct translation of the original

Byoji, in Japanese to the best of my ability.
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huuurnrﬂl-qumhnorhuuﬂtw.

1 have been Sasald Mitsuyoshi's most intimate friend since his high
-mmmmunmmm. I know his nature and

knew them. He was also a skilled sportsman, and always stood strictly for
good sportsmanship, H-huthmnnphnj-ntwm-. As a
student of medicine, he was always striving for world peace, and made it his
goal in life to aid his people by his skill, Thus he devoted himeelf teo
mnﬂh,lmthntruhnturplnm,numnnhd.m:mpmw“,
his fellow students.

Iﬁmmtmupummr-mmmmnwmlmu
disposition, mpumum-nrmxnmnnamtummm-

possible,

Doctor Nishidate Tetsure
Miyagi Prefecture, Sendai, Nagamachi, Koejh 3.

Inmmmun.tmmmmhﬂu-unm
pmumuzumumm,unpnmummuqmm

FEEDERICK F.
Lieutenant (3g), U,
Interpreter
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| Petition for Clemency in the case of SASAKT MITSUYOSHI
| We Humbly submit the followingt

{
We are the teachers who taught Naval Surgeon Sasakl Mitsuyoshi during
bhis school days. We were shocked and strickenm with grief whem we heard
that Sasaki is suspected of a war crime and that he has been sent to the
distant island of Guam for trial. We have no way of lmowing with what
offense SASAKY is charged and we fully realise that your Homor will in-
vestigate his case very carefully and make a just decision in his case.

Purthermore we realisze that the verdicst will be immutable and that we
will be powerless to do anything about’s The accused was, in his younger days, &'
an extremely good and sarmest pupil, trusted and loved by his teachers
classmates, We wers indeed surprised and sorry to hear that such a fine
young man is to be tried for a war crime. Sasalki's father died soon afte

unf

E

H

Sasaki was born, and he has no brothers or sisters. Being the only child,
he was brought up by his mother's hand alone. His aged mother is an or=
tunate and lonely person whose only hope is her sn., We humbly beg that
your Homor will sympathize with this unfortunate mother and son and be
lenient in your decision.

le-m.pt-rhuhl-lpolbﬂuhrhlm;unduumnhitthi-
petition.

Former Teacher at

Miyagi prefecture, Sendal City, Second High Sechool, Ujie Tomie
Teacher at Prefecture, Sendal City, Second High School, Nemura Fuseo ol
Former teacher at . . " - .

Principal of Wakuys Girl's High School - a ~Jwatari Takeo
Teacher at Sendal Second.High Scheol Fulunags EKasutoshd

Iuﬂinrthmﬂtobcntmmdmrmttrmhumﬂmoﬂm
petition of the above nmmed persoms in Japanese to the best of my ability.

o

¥,
Lieutenant (jg), USMR,
Interpreter -
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Petition for Clemency in the Case of Sasuid Mitsuyoshi

I am a junior of Sasaikd Mitsuyoshi and one who has had the pleasure of
assoclating with him as a fellow member of the Katsura Surgery Room since

Jamary, 1946,

The accused indeed thoroughly sought after the truth, and was a most
conscientious scientist. On the other hand, he had a desp love for his
fellowmen and abhored any conduct or talk that would be injurious to other
pecple, He commanded the respect and admiration those who came into
contact with him, Furthermore the accused's f piety was well kmown by |
others, and as well as being a scientist, he was a man of great virtue. -

As I have just explained, the mcoused is an example of a very virtuous
man and is alweys thinking of his mother, Hes alse passionately desires teo
bring as much aid and comfort as he ean hibs fellowmen, Thus we who are
his frisnd and kmow it is quite that a man of such a fine
committed any sin. To have such a comsoientious, sincere, fathful and eager
student of medicine as the accused would be most fortunate for Japan, and
for the establishment of everlasting peace among the nations of the world.

Moreover, the mother of the accused is his only living relation and
he is this mother's only child, When I picture her immense suffering at
being deprived of .her beloved offspring 1 am moved to tears.

I have stated truthfully the nature of the aceused and beg that you
will set him free.

Motelkdi Kishio
Member, Katsure Surgery Room attached to Hospital,
Toholn Imge rial University.

be a true and correct translation of the original |
petition of Motolkdi Kishio, in Japanese to the best of my abdlity. [

" KIT
R
Ideutenant (Jg), USMR,
Interpreter




Petition for Clemency in the Cass of Sasaki Mitsuyoshi

When I lesarmed for the first time that Sasaki Mitsuyoshi was teo be
tried befere an American Military Cemmission, I was shocked and have taken
the liberty of telling what I know about him and beg your most lenient dis-
posal, OSasaki was a quiet and truthful student. As a student he
abselutely ebedient to erders frem superiors. Upon refleetion, I
that it was sense of absolute obedisnce to orders that was the most important
cause of his having to stand trial new,

When I heard that he was to go to the front I expected him
to return having fulfilled his duties to the best of his abdlity. How can
I believe him guilty of the charges made against him. I think that it was
because of this ™absclute obedience te erders®, which was the major defect
of the Japanese forces, that cansed this . When confronted with an order
from one's fuperiors, one's owm will does not one
is still obstructing the development of Japan. Any goed youth whe had been
.linhh-pntinﬂdhlnmdin;t-mlw. This is the rule of
forees, The reason he is such an wnfortunate position today is
tered an armed force which did not in the least allow him to exercise his
omn will or character.

Wasn't he a mere robot on the battlefisld and his real soul at home
ldthhilmthlrltﬂndl.i'l'

' As all Japanese warriers, he must have uttered his mether's name whem
| in deep sufferigg. I fervently plead that the sympathetic members of the
commission save him and his mother in the name of democrachy.

¥

Honory Professor, Tohokn Imperial University,
Fuse, Gennosuke.

I certify the above to be a true and cerrect translation of the original
petition of Fuse, Gennosuke, in Japanese to the best of my abdlity.




PETTTION
To Your Honor, The Commender Marianas:
Flease accept my lnmble petition writtem for

the
SASAKT Miteuyoshi, former Naval Surgeen (1t) IJN, who is being fried very
fairly, BSasaki and I were clasmates and were very clesely associated while

Pukuji, Setsuo
Doctor at the hospital attached

to the Tohoku Imperial Undiversity.

I certify ths above to be a true and correct trmmslation of the original
petition of Fulmji, Setsuo, in Japmmese to the best of my ability.

. .?E.?Mu?._._
F, TREMAYNE,
Lieutenant (Jg), USMR,

Interpreter.
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PETITION
(In THE CaSE OF MY BOSOM FRIEND, SaSaKI MITSUYOSHI)

Sasald Mitsuyoshi is a graduate of the same middle school, which I
attended, and in school we studied with our desks close together. He had

our friendship. In our medical school days, when I was the captain, and he
the co-captain of the rughy team, our friendship becams more intimate. His
ural virtue aided greatly in running the team. He hated the savage aspect
» d clean, gentlemanly spart,
his teamates. The bonds of our
friendship were strengthened as we suffered together on the playing field.
We encouraged each other, and had visions of a bright future.

Sasaki lost his father early in life, and was brought up by his loving
ther alone, His family was a lonely one, with only mother and child.
was the apple of his mother's eye. Although frequently in such a case,
e child is pampered and spoiled, in our social life Sasald shewed mo such
raits. As he was of such fine character, I became his bosom friemd, and
swore that we would share life and death together.

After he graduated from medical school, he was called to arms and sent
the front. Almost daily I went to see his lonely mother to comfort and
courage her, His mother was especially devoted to him. She no longer

te the delicacies she previously enjoyed and prayed for the safe return of
er son.

Fortunately, the war ended late last year. She welcomed her son safely
from the wars, and was able to relax for the first time, Unfortunately,
when they were about to start a new life full of hope forithe future,

was named as one who would be tried before your courts, and again was
orced to leave his mother. He left saying "I'll be seeing you", but it hee
three months since we have heard from him. Even the most courageous
would not be able to stand such anguish. His mother's hair grows
day and now she frequently finds herself unable to get up
or bed, She has been sustaining her aged body only on the hope that
son will come back to her and if she meets with further misfortune, the

prurinla htm ﬂﬁ'ﬁm t? S!’Jiﬂ utﬁrn ﬁﬁn&at%ﬁtrﬁ hi""ﬂﬂ. ﬂd M to
his mother as soon as possible. There is an ancient anecdote sbout the

person substituting for his friend in prison while the other was performing
his duties. I am resolved that though I undergo many hardships, 1 will take

on armything for his sake.

unable to watch his and his mother's suffering, I have written
this letter to plead th:t Sasalkl be returned to his mother as scon as
|pnldhll,udhuah11bcgthltmﬂllb-1m1mmd-ﬂhgﬂthhil.

Sendal Hospital, Japanese Red
Cross,
Doctor, Date Tadanao

o
il
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ted States
| - n‘ﬁ-wm July 28,1948.
lﬁ“ﬂﬂ =
:Hm-rnm -umrn—rnu\ﬁ\p- L

him intimetely sinoe childhood. Losing his father whem emly a
baby, he was brought up as a good dostor by hil wWothed
mmmmmruhuuu-tm.ﬂ .
 frou the Tohoku Medieal College, 1t was L Shet |
1 BiBio i, and e'was Toresd to the rrENE el |
ndlidea) Srficer. During his servise with ‘the Navy, Wil mether |
m"imWrn his #afe return. How great was his mother's |
deldght when he seme home safely from the battle last year.
Bat, Bow great was her shook and astonishment when he wes

\ oﬂ.ﬂlhmthm-ulttmswm“-m
!
r

suspees , His mother firmly believes that he is ,-m;‘.ﬁm
hﬁnmmzm-mmmm-.muw
for Mis early return.

I 14 Mmummwt“wmmmﬂht
A salrafiss, and lives omly for him, I believe that he asked
3 my/#ife’ that he wanted a gentle Suropsen doll whieh she sent
! asis- senfest kit which he always earried during the wers:
AfSEr the-war he was attached to thlhﬂl’ihllﬂl‘“'l
mammtu-mtlwmw

1dl'edek pasients all night whieh won him
' 1nth.1lnl‘lththd:ll.“ _' . |

+I trust every justice u.u,-tu.- M/ |

sturn to waiting mother, A 1-.




PETITION

To: Supreme Commander of Mariana Forces

Miteugoshl Sasaki who is under the trial of Your Excellency
ie my son's friend, He lost hier father wvhen herwas born and
brought up i the hande of hie mother, His mother, it is nmot
too much te say, lived for his son. He came home much delight
to his mother, But mo soomer than he came back, he was charged
wvith orimes whish are almost unbelieval to those who know him
well. All f*iends are ocalling om her mother im erder to comfort
her. However, the trial is to take plasce in dlistant land--

and, his mother 1s under unspeakable distress 0 much so that
we would not bear looking at her. My family are praying that

e may come hoSe soon and I beg your sympathetic attitude in view

of the above-msmtiomsd ociroumstances,

.

e i
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Te: Supreme Commander of Mariana PFeroes

Nr, Mitmyeshi Sasaki was always & gentle and kind uncle. ‘."
!iglﬂ‘lhhhltlnrurﬂrﬂtnguiitvlﬂulht“ '
eolder,

At home, his old mother is awaiting his return. He 18 not
& kind of man who will commit any crime. I bag yeu that you l
will make him ™eturn te hies mother as soon a® possible. .

30e
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PETITION '

10 Muly. 1946

To: Supresme Commander for Marians Foroces

The reason why I write this letter to Your Exeellemeoy
vhen I have no aequaintance, is about Mitsuyoshi Sasaki who is
about te be trisd by Your Excellemey. He is my intimate class-
msate, I write as 'I: pressume that Your Excellency, like all good
julges, wishes %o Mmow all about him before tPyimg. Throughout
four years of Nedieal Sehool at Tohoku Uniwversity, I atudied
with him as & good friend, He was tall and well-built. At first,
he wae hard to approach as he vas A man of few words. So I got
to know him, I soon realized that hies temperament is conservative
and gentlemamlike, He stood for justice and very oritiecal to
all evile, Mis physique and conservative character gives the
impression of insolence at first sight, This 19 sertaimly at
disadvantage 1in thies respeet.

It seems that he has been spending the life of gratitude.
He grew ia the everlacsting love of mother (as & only son and
he loet hde father when he was borm.,) His gretitulle for mother |
was great and hemee everything om sarth. 1:--11-:“
walking with him. I broke a tree-branch and be begged to n.t.nrtt.
This enly illustrete his tenderness to everythimg on earth,

#1 He 'was very semsitive to using snimelspfor ESAi6al experiment.

| |
- ~ i v




Tme, he was first to attend memoriale held for enimale killed

for exparimsmtation.
!-Mthltmmhn-rdllmul“ -

mnﬁtlﬂlutm:uﬂu#mr—m.
hu-uuhun-unuu_m-n-unm

and hie motives, ! wish that Your Excellemey will fully realise

mtmam-rm-mwunmuuuml

necessarily be dslaged if the nusber of promi sing young people

who were foreed to war become less.
:mmn«um;mn-mhmutﬂr-ﬁl

shall be mo¥e than pleased if my deposition of sharecter

testimony can be of help to you.

] 1 prey for Your Exesllency good-being and for the day whem

I oan meot my dear friend agaim.

Respeetfully Yours,
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1"?*“. Waenever he sees us, sfter he wveut in

July 12, 1946

To: Suprene Oosmander of Mariana Foroes and Juiges:--

1 have Emown Nitsugoshi Sesaki who is sbout to be trisd
Your Oourt fer sevemteen years. mnz--nmh'
Nigher School st Semdai, his mother took very good eare of B8
s boarder. At that time, Sesake was nine yoars' old. N

When he came heme from school, be wsuslly found her SOtHF
mmmnmm--«-wuw*
of youmg gimie. Ne was brought up im thies eaviremment.

Hie mother looked after studente like myself sway frem heme.
Neny studemts gathered around to this heouse, Sasaki was loved by
students and he grew up in this atmosphere,

Sasaki was brought up witheut any material setbacke unlike
so many children who lost father im early age. The reasom Why Bie
mother kept Dearders was that she thought they may have good
elusational influence & her ohild. Her mother 414 mot love NI
blindly. She made him & routine of house work everyday.

As he grew, he became & doetor, Mlﬂﬁ.ﬂll’ﬂ.“
atsobeys Mis order, sll he would say is "You better go if you
camnot obey By erder”. However, they, often tham not, returmed
40 have treated again.
ul““m”“ﬂ.m*

™ L

e —
e




‘ﬁ '

.
-

5

'-ﬂunu-uu-nﬂiﬂlm ™hie mast

' imgs that he had to other pesple, He sooner goes :
~ than to see the suffering of other pecple. B

| wﬁﬁ“ -- mentiomed m‘*“t

h-ﬁ-mmwnmhmm Hie

his mental sttituds durimg his serviee.

He grev obedient and tender having been beloved by meny
pebhls as & ehidd, stadent and dostor. & perecs o ",
as & ™ale, 12 in & position to love other PeOple.
returned home from overssas furing the war to
of materials in Jepsn. He left almest everythisg

fu,

There are so meny stories which illustrate his gool
However, I cemmot recall snything which assoeiste him nth & E
of erwelty. Above all, uimue‘w “
semblane® of oruelty. '-i*

Suprese Oommander and Judges! I was not & ~ )
bis eonduet during the war, m.“m"ﬂ
I do, I cannot believe that he shauld have any comnection Wil
any @88 of oruelty -- still more his sot of oruelty. ¢

In judge hie sotien, I beg Your Exesllency will take AsS

L




] ?i‘!it l-l ﬂlnlhnhh Ihlf such a man with uﬁ. ﬂrll &

standing snd cherscter can be tried ss'a wer qﬂa-l S :_*.'\
_ lim-m-nhaﬂﬂmwhi.nlhhm
y ‘t nlpuud war oriminel. " It is umm:ui_,.ﬂ mm':i 1- |
) high honor end charseter. We know him too well. Wo are -
Hull' with his face and charsoter, We Iuﬂ Mﬁh
;MHWM”H“I“]“I“M.M#
'ven Il‘l n:l.d, ﬂh age at which we mw Ihl same 'ﬂ-u-
hool, snd classes together, and singe them, for,nesrly na
s, we have been in constant touch with our old puhu.

ol friend, end therefore, with sbsolute faith and -‘h-r
mfidence, we vow that Sesaki nmtumnynruutrq.

hhmtﬂhhlﬁb}mmm .

}1‘ 1 vy I!'

Wu or long 'u.'u standing loat u- ht.hr tmt',
m Jeers ago, thet 1s, when Sesski was but two years -;‘*
nm-. nor m-. mnuhnntu-umr.. |
aﬁ Hglmt the highly nﬁtul. mmmmtm |
+ai-illinu.. sasaxty ,m-an muwmmu- M

J
2 ¥
b




il
it
il
H
?

_'I h.u-ﬂ' school .’ mmu-u- u-uumw
'nmuuuumnlmnm-mmﬂ Tt ee

' thet Sssaki took the part of Wonorsble Moom in'e e

'plsy, the title of which s pow forgottem, but the

n® part pleyed by Sesaki was 80 magnificient, we have,

-tlu, ull-d. him "Otsuki u.n' becsuse, likeé the full " '
» he casts his full rays everywhere and makes everyone :

~ Though he -thnﬂtd uhouu ‘during the era of high power mili- i ~.
Hglnl vhen everything was sacffrificed on the slter of. e

M

&N th- god of wer, he, Sasski, looked forward to ¥ the day whem
: ﬂu-m“m another person to ‘b- pressed U+
% into the militery serviee ;’lons with the rést of the numercus ‘, _.
mﬂtl of that time. . : = X
H*:I::  Sasaki is not a ﬁU1m -mutinx person. He kindly shares B 4

ﬁ I:tlh his luuut.u mt-nr he pnnnul hoping feor mutual

f@ hrppl.n-u lh.tnh comes from sharing with othert

'fi":" + He lln;n had muim: n@l, eand 1ittle or no foe to

,rr-

! o5 ] ‘speak nr, end mur hlﬂ we found Him nnrhnring. nor taking _“’ )

-
o

edvantege of the wesk, the :Hu.s-ﬂ, friends, relatives, etc. .;_
i ¢ His one motto was, "live, end let others 1ive likewise®, uh:l.n‘h e
u.: _,-M thgt he holds emple conslderation for the rightefd of _ :
I;WE‘..MM and th-ﬂrun will fg your High Oommend kindly see MI'

i. 2 - young llukl u s viotim of gross misunderstanding, and is




r ﬂntm judgement ¥ill find Sesski not guilty of ﬂk

1-

hell ﬂllp in her arms once more her son whom she ‘oo be- ﬁ

8 lmnut.

.' lm eng friends, snq h""ﬁ! TOqUSSS ShAS JOUF By ol OO

1111 be good enough to ¥ grant & fsvorsble comeiderstion :
to thn sbove matter, we remdin,

Yours respectfully,

Oremmar school ‘classmates
of ¥itsuyoshi Sasaki

W lw

M )bk, q .
‘fu& W: - e,

Wnioh are laid sgainet him, snd that his "1doved M




i oL 1m quy 1946
-t.:ru- Hllllilf'ﬂ.i rlﬁ
; P a former :I.lt. Lt. {-.d:lhl} Hﬂ h

z - t are the cleassmates nr Htlu]'nlh‘l m, rua-nﬂr was m-m

|
.:-:_ -"lib be held at your Wigh cu—lnd't nw:rt N : :
’ ‘h do not believe that ‘Samekid 1.- guutg of the charges hmgllt “i

k] ¥
i

'r‘.\ i

";E tno of &. nnu- to sbuse a fellowmen, friend or fos, ¥e re-
F"h lpllt Milqw our true friend of dong years -md:l.n;,‘:' he ﬁ ':.

I . I
‘L__"j-:_ e San of high chsrescter, of good morsl standing, end Hnﬂ end -G own
j : ma-nt.- to all. .
E1 Ii has no father. The father died when Mitsuyoshi wes 2 _'Z.,

*ﬂll‘l old. The mother took full responsibilities l.'.ﬂ rear Mi-

‘n--
ﬂ
"|
| ]

k
i

e ‘tnrum The mother's much yrﬁlu son was gilven lll ﬁmmi- .-iﬂ
i 5
’J' tln to sssociete only with the best of peoplp. and 1: mh Xy

e

.:..-r

TR

'nu'lm etmosphere & person samnnot but help sbsorb the bnt
of life, . ] X
. mmmhn-l mdrd.lrhm'hrutmumlnnhuhm '

qunﬁ u sppesr for aputloning 28 & lupum wer urh:lnﬂ. -

Fa R



o

'l ﬁ.’ll ululuu the truth thet Mitsuyoshi is not gu.ttr. 2 ek

The mother prays day and hight for the safe return of %
_ f son, and we pray that your ntyx umtnd too hers her m_.
.- i ll, the classmates, sympathize tith Mrs, anuu. and to '.-i"-
AP her, we ‘take turns visiting at her home for whet words .
L':%wﬂt we can give. - |

-

We, with lnlalutt faith that Mitsuyoshi is innocent of “m

:,} petition for his pardon snd relesse., We humbly peg request
_ .ﬂllt ri:ur nin' Command will pe so good as to give Mitsuyoshi
i Sasakl his freedom, {

T _ - Yours rlnptchrulljr,
A b, Wompe—

Classmates of Iit.mrolhil. Blukl,

Sendal 2nd Middle School,
" Sendal City. :




-Ilu.-hl of ﬁtlﬁj‘nlhi
uhm'.l. deys, sné therefore

. #e sre the classmates end under
ﬁ, oki during the latter's medical

7 h‘ ﬂ-*ﬁll entitled to npul freely of his nhlrlnm gs we found

Ilullli, ‘during bis school days , was never at losa for whole-

some friends. He wes umnnt.l: surrounded by
oted h.h high quutiu and good cheracter.

numercus edmirers

. ﬂh lhui rnbo

ot only §14 Sssski excell us 1n olasswork, as he aléo best

portsman Sasaki during hh school
our rowing teim; he undertook meny

us in lpurt.l. uﬁh was 8
% ]!o was the pride of
# rﬁwmihluuu. ‘ah:d slways looked well after the welfare

.! ‘his metes and subordinates. He slways lived a clesn life
we find him teking advan-

E?‘.F.‘Jl'ﬂ a student gentleman, snd never di
g beee of others. :
| We gredusted surtng the year 1942, during the widst of the
| "J“ lll', and like uhurt in' & ltron# breeze,
.ﬂl‘i ;ut-urod; to ﬁ- verious military operstionsal areas
"“ serve &8 -tﬂiul officers, OSesskl entered the Nevy.

LA wu:' Wtﬂin wss found aveilsble,
' 'm-ﬂu m. vho, somstantly preyed snd thought m; for |

we, the mediesl -tndmu :

% tmrt‘mduhﬂtﬂﬁurpuummhmfrmhuﬂ'-
we took turﬁlﬂllﬁﬂ.




. m ended 'lhln Saseki was demobilized last yilr. and

: 1dil son cannot be expressed in our words, This however was
bm to sn ebrubt stop when s“-ki wss ordered to appesr

o‘n never no-%t egeinst a fellowmen. .

IIH 1s subjected to ¥ stend trisl by your High Commend, that

Mrs. n::u - w:—&“n ©onoe .again,
that she ‘mt nrfrr -ntnl pains such that her hair is turfif

. ning grey from constant worrying sbout her son..
Mra. Sasseki preys day and nil:ght for the safe return of her

son, and we know thet life for 'her will never be the nﬂn. un-
less her son is pardoned and released -hyljnur High Command,

IIIIlki is e pesce loving :un who plans to meke medicine his
2 : lifetime cereer, and to sid alleviste the present medical
.. situstion of our wartorn postwar Japan. ‘

. We the classmates end under-clsssmates, hereby beg your

High Commsnd's pardon, snd plea for the immediate relesse of our
| Hlu"d comrade who is held ss a suspected war eriminsl which we

‘,;: hg;l:l.-n felse and unjustified considering Sasski's high morsl

7 n.naing end breeding.

I 'l
I
-

b Lo e

-

I,ﬁﬁm:mthnr-uiu twmumtnnmhmnu'm{’l

! __ thi‘k ﬁnum the mother experienced in greeting hll‘ long

rg‘b w-umg s o wollggmimbned.Lor ep te -uau e person as n-

- It 1s unfortunete for us end to the forlorn mth-r thlt Sa~




We remsain, '

Yours r;lpcetfully .

By, Tadunae Bnle ~

r-clsssmstes uf

" vitsuyoshi Sasaki,
Semmonbu Medical Course, ¥edical LR
Department, Tohoku, Imperisl University 5
Hoapitsl, Sendal C ' P
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'\ Surgieal Clinie, Tohoku Imperisl University Wospital. It was .

..-:l.nu theri he has had every opportunity to réeeive u-h.g of 13

! b "G l* [ ‘ ” _- ol
e ® - ( A8 FES AR R - |
L _‘.‘_’ il \-' _'l.' I Rl . 24 ; L] 1ﬂ‘ -"I .”

A At . ] A g ¢ - I-,-.

' : 717 July 1948 ‘7)1) o

. Oommending Officer, Merisnna Ares o

1 h-; :I.un to Wrnﬂuu myself as Dr, K. Maruta of Eatsura

under my direct care snd instructions that, ¥istuyoshi Saseki, :
® young msn who is suspected by your country s & violater of =~
the Inurnationll LI‘I'. nnd 1- thur-turu -u:putod a8 en war

scinece, I hl‘l'! known very well the sald Ssseki during his

T

’ |

eriminsl, lurn.d. his riuh-entnrr lmnthdga of medicsl ¥ \ﬁ
!

medieal school years n [ hﬂght young fellow, cheerful' and nq _
considerate of qtharl ‘Wever have I heerd of his deliberats .' |
wanton actions sgainst fellowmen. His bether qualities and s %
nhlrluturiltiu have been brought mr from h:ln udiul school

deys, end now I see:in him & bright rut:ur- u a doctor to

B &
e B

perticipste in the rehsbilitation of our devastated postwar
Japan. : ' . B R A

e e e LR
AR e L ROt P

d.
e 5

Sescki greMdusted from the Semmonbu Medicel Course, . 3

i S B

Mediesl Department, Tohoku Imperisl University. FHe was :qr

student-disciple considering the time he spent in my lecture

hcu:u ¢linic, snd therefore, from my perscnsl contact

with t.’ﬂ rms m. I feel thet I am untltlu to spesk of M.- ‘

as rhllnﬂ.ngt - ‘
a'.lnki wes but two years of age when he lut his rlth-r, ml

tﬂ'ql; ‘mothér's love and n:u

.'.#lnr 1 v ! "



2% His dead tlthlr lpft considersble FAYAEA weelth, and tuutm '-.
A4 be snd his mother REFL bbb/ KRG/ RAIA/ 2/ 4L vave aiweys
~1ived well. :

His ﬁnthar, wrs. Sesaki, mede every known sserifice for t-hl
seke of her son, thst he should become & men & mother lm
shell want to be proud uf that he shall occupy s gnod ltltl‘.un
in 1ife, and to carry on the good name of the long dead father.

Fis mother's wise wish- thet her son become s docter, snd his ; |
ﬂllin@tua to be one also, ‘b‘.l.r'unehi: him into my lecture room
and clinic, and my personal sontect. : o R )

I have hed smple opportunity to observe young Saseki in his 3
work snd play, and slso in-his home 1ife, to know that he asgo- 1

‘l?.ltld with the beat of um-niunl. His lesding s very clllln ; :‘;
1life,which is responsible #f/ for his present good charscter, | ‘!
is some are of w these deys. ' . !

Mlﬂ?Hﬂifuﬂ in numerous sports, nnd wes well known o ;
h:llll comrsdes ss & lp&rtlm with & very keen sense of fair play. --
1 earnestly beg your highallt considerstion for the ceuse of ’-

s young Seseki who 1s to be tried st your court and for whas .

charges thaet sre brought sgasinst him by your ﬁomﬁﬁ stating

thet he has deme wrong esgsinst fum!ty, because, Sesaki, as * ° 5.-

I know hil from my pllt experinece, 1s not nr low character teo _

do wrong ‘sgeinst menkind.

To .you no doubt, Sasaki is meérely just snother .I-p-mn youth,
| muu,h-hnMIaHtithnmtnrointheudullmu,__.,

,,L mmru-:[hqﬁt:mun nslint-okindlrglﬂm:m _#.

‘_ e ()

- X & ;_

* 1 .
i ‘ bl Lol . TN Fgsr ey o




i "T." prove that he cen be of good to the Jepsnese people, and
or medicsl science. ' '

e,
L
St

JJ:,-! T sincerely hope t-hlt your ngh Commend will be so pnd a8 u.-li" %
." (P o i
f:m a favorgble considerstion to the sbove Sasaki; thlt you ' £
© will be kind enough to pardon snd relesse him from what uhlrmtn %
C , that are Fught m,&ﬁ Iblh‘l.t- I remain,

Yours respectfully, - R
5%, : Lgr. A /’{ ;

Dr. K. Maruta

Eatsurs Surglecsal .Clinie,
: Tohoku Imperial University Hos-
| : pital, Sendal City

W undersign this pebteiem: L
@&1 S [t

arl. Dt M, ko . Strshbor l-h“f‘{;ﬁ*m
éjdr K Sk "M"I’f s

a&m y ]




ll'!-llﬂll of ﬂl‘ war,

: , mt we adovocate that he is by nltuﬂ lf.‘!‘lnli and mmt,
llln he showed us -.n;: kindn-llll as a senior man at. cul&g-

’Qpllml haveing an ;rr-utu: for him, we desire very soon his

tolumu! .

L]

nce before m In a view o:r this point, we beg rmutlr

Et..lttnll. oy
‘ Jusuke Tsukshara = ' _.
i M ° ¥ I'{"_u.

Genichiro Hasegawa

- Kenichi Aoki




. 17 July 1046 , 4-{“;, ;
nding Officer, Mariamma- Ares - s a3
‘I am tlu p-ﬂumr of mmnm lluh!l against -hn m ' l'f.' '
t.ﬂ' hll brought charges of = lulplutld war eriminsl, and who ._
L .lq be tried st your High Command's cowrt in Guam. ;
“-'._-.F'.ﬁ-'lflndlun. st the tender sge 6f two, lost his father, amd l

! i 1 F
-'im- then, my dsughter En, who is Mitsuyoshi's mother, slone
‘III herself, menasged to struggle ageinst mental odds to resr her
- h.‘l.: nfrlping, ) y ]

- i

~ My deughter never remarried following the debth of wit &2: ‘s
i‘hmr. thoughf she had ample opportunity to do so- Q’l"‘u be

|
1
'hl her dear desd husbgnd's wishes that she rear !ﬂ.tlnj'ﬂlh! I .5
3 i
J.'i.-..l . to perfect manhood, sc that he ¢an carry on tha fl!.‘.llr name ; _|’
:{'_7 m made majny sacrifices. }

I assure you that ¥itsuyoshi's mother spared no littlt‘pﬂ'ut

]ix for the welfsre of her son. He was alweys & good son to his

. mother, kind smd considerate to his friends, relatives and

. " others, snd his medical school fIFAF friends all loved him.
0 he
# grandson entered the militsry service after/finished his 0

Iud'.l.ull school training, shd urraﬂ g3 a medicsel officer in the
npl.nne Navy. Before his departure, and after his return home,
‘lho r-llthu and T were elways happy to know that Bn end her

‘ehild, l:l.t.lmahi ¢ould be so'eontented, and happy with
1 5 .. . ; :

m.r &ll. m- hu been hruhn vy g--nﬁm 1- ngnin tm
. mu- hu-l. from hn‘-ntju side, end &h t:l.-o by . ﬁ ‘

- . - e

]
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My grandson is not of eny character to harm his r;uuy menkind. ;
We 1s too kind and conglderate to all.
._ ' En, the -qther. comes fregquently to me snd weeps the poor .
| plight of ner only child, m:l I cannot help but shed my tears
’j. slso. I try to comrort her, that eéverything will be all r:l.ght.'
&4 hut; her mental blow has hteﬁ too mach. Fn has suffered fainting
spekls, and &t one time she waé in bed severasl days, snd hard-
- 1y ete sanything. _
Dear Commsnding Officer, I pray thet you kindly consider tha' \
- upheppy mother who never remarried all these 26 years for sake
of her only offspring, that he shgll bd- & great man, ;nd
ﬂ:;rt-h: of his dead fether's goed name. T beg of you to release
B tln boy to his mother. '
T beg of you to hesr the ples of this grandmother who 1s
' 'I'ﬂ years old this year, for the welfare of her grandson, who 1is
y innocent, yet who is to be tried by your High Tommand's court

Yours respectfully,

p - (wrs. ) Moto Takahashi

P

-

‘ders. of your country, tu"p- tried by your Hign Command's im
] .i. suspected war criminal which T believe cannot be trus. - 3N




I am En Sasski, the mother of the above Mitsuyoshi Sasaki,

| ﬁ, lﬂln; April this yesr, by am order of the Occupation i

m 'I'h-t was the Iut I saw of him. I understand thet he
,,,. was Mﬁﬂnﬂ within the dark walls of Sugemo Prisonm to await
f '_'ﬁh,'l... :I went to Tokyo recently hoping to meet my som urm_
ht‘- trial, nt upen arrivel in Tokyo, I was informed thet he -
. wes t:rmtm to Guam to sweit trial there at your High
' Commend's court. _

; I‘Illl \'Illhlliﬂlhll that my son ean be suspected ss a ;Ir
eriminel. I eam of faith ﬂut there is something n:l‘.li; I

4 huwhoimull, mtmnmt do harm to fellowman.

_‘-uhno;. gave the boy all the love a lonely boy meeds especially

; m h.l- father died when Mitsuybsh! was a mere babe of two g ht” =

.E: It 1s trus that o mother's love towsrds her only shild s a |

. one, especially so if the offapring ia her one and only
B ,but regardless, s mother knows best her child's traits

' mmuu.mwmmnn.u-ﬂm

X F &

i alile al e el
|1 - =

|'. lh'tn. was required teo appear in Tokyo for questioning as - R i

As & mother to her uﬁl;r som, I put him through s medical }_:

R
X
i P e .'I--il - .:" 1%
5 4 i L LR )

e N

i
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%Q " My only bope and desire of Witsuyoshi is thst he grow to . ¥ -
' pérfect manhood, be stromg in mind and body, be worthy ofrhh
dead tlth-r'- good name, and a man to stand on his own feet

to serve Ood and -lnkinﬂ in the medical field.

No one knows the numerous tears & mother cen shed at ud;i-
times when she thinks of her one snd only son's welfare,
I ﬁrq-d- that he be good, prayed Cor his safe return home from

|
!
|
]
{

, ~the wer, and now 1 pray day and night for his immediste per-
| don and release, which, only your High Command c¢an kindly
#!4 Pldcae hesr a mother's ples .for the safe return of her
~boy, that he can return to his home. Pl
God hli;l-d me with such & guiet, yet a cheerful child thgt
my relstives end friends -;11{1 envy me., Yes, I‘ln 8 proud mo-
ther. ;
ﬁtlugouhi was always :urrﬂul';dad with amisble companions
. a1l throngh his school days, snd never did I have to WOrry

B &
-
e e it =

about his keeping compsny with evil companions.
Cen you not know s mother's overflowing joy to have her son

(=]
= A e

return sefely from the wer? T enjoyed such s happy .,p.,i.n,.:.y;.i

o
i

lest year when Hﬂluj’olﬂi was demobilized from the Navy, and
hoped thet never again shall he be toen away. But alas, fortune
1; .I‘lillllt- me this time. My Iﬂn-i‘l'td be tried by your High

fe o—nd for charges which I know sre srongfully laid upon

B damsh 0 m(a) v i Sl 7

3:.!’ p. 4 . : i : : i W) Ty '14,&:;
_ o e , e 1 ¥ ¥




ﬁl m gave & single thought h r--rrrin;, and ml: for -;
?T Son's seke did I suffer a womsn's grief for the loss of her
. - omly husband. ;

Thet I shall slways be & good mother and a teacher to my ,' .:":j'_

I.II:L. I entered the realms of spiritusl self-control, snd ever,
. since then, I have followed the Way of Life. I have made mgny
-:m:rhu. 1 have dcp_urind myself of many petty tmitin
and luxeries all for the sake of my Witsuyoshi. g
;t ‘h:;r any opportunity I cen take the place of my son, who ' X
A is suspected as & war oriminal, and stand in his Ipllﬁl, I shall
gladly do se. I want my son to make & good success in life,

.. for he is young, his offpfile of 1ife 1s much longer them mine.
1 want my son to make a success as s mediesl docter.

"3 1 beg of 1&1.1 to hear the humble plt:lt:l:m of a mother who ;

~ loves her only child, that he, Mitsuyoshi, be given, w;@ - A iﬂ

. High Commsnd, & justified trial which I believe in my heert will =
show thet he not & guilty one of the nhu-gn- brought sgainst

j I _ : 3om (3) . B
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(¥re.) BEn Sasaki




hﬂ:l.: beg leave to pnut herewith & petition for
m relesse of ntmm Sasaki, sge 26, a former
Ilﬂ lldi.lll nrnm of lat. Lt. I'I.nﬂng.

f‘“‘ Burest m, e man of grod charscter, HIH’M
2ovea by e11, 'siid vho 1-:1-. considersble material muli st

1 Wuu-¢Mnm1u9w-mn-mﬂMnmmarm
)

".ﬁw - m Mre. Sasski, the widow, has faithfully folle
M ww'. qtpu tﬂtl:li extent thet ¥itsuyosbi -h




r

‘l'l. Sasaki 1s mri‘bh upnt over the loss of her only son

“who 1s sbout to be tried ss n:putud war criminal at rm mﬂ
Commend's court. She prays at |11 times thet you shall :H.nl ';
her boy innccent, that he. can soon return to her arms,.

‘l:ln relatives snd kin of the Sasski family join with me to
state that young Sesaki is not a war criminal, thet there e

. must be s gross mistakeé, misunderstending, that he has to e f_’;
i stand trial ss & suspected war eriminal of violating the ' I
Internationsl Law. 2 _ : . L“

: I humbly beg and pr-‘t:- that you kindly find young Sasaki 'Jf"‘.
 Admnocent, snd permit him to be released to the cere of his 1}

§ walting motler. h LA i § i,::‘
Hoping thet young Sasakl will receive your most fevoereble %3 ”;i
| sttention snd consideration, T remsin, - ,;»i i
B2y . Yours mespectfully, ‘f
¥ DNAsb O~ THABAGAP, 18 t‘

Measao luu:;n‘l'l

Representing the relatives and
kin of the Sesaki family
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Sanemasa, Count,

Second Class of Junier Court Ramk and
Third Order of Merit, Head of the Bureau
of Decorations,

This citation has been entered in the Reglster of Decorations as mumben
TT1,450, z

Fujii Yoshikete,

Fifth Senier Court Rank and
Fourth Order of Merit, ,
Recorder of the Bureau of Decoratlons, |

Imrtirrthn-bantub-ltrmmduupl-htrmuhtimtum
best of my ability of the original citation written in Japanese awarded
to Vice Admirel Mori, Kunise,

‘ .S"-Wa?ml-
ICK F. Z

¥

Lieutenant (jg), USHR.
Interpreter,




Second Order of Merit,
Head of the Burean of Decoratiomns,

This citation has been entered in the Reglster of Decorations as
number 893,271.

Yokota Gotsuke,

Fifth Senior Court Rank and

Fourth Order of Merit,

Recorder of the Bureau of Decorations,

Alkamine Tetsuo,
S8eventh Senior Court Rank,
Recorder of the Burean of Decorations,

I certify the above to be a true and complete translation to the
best of my ability of the original citation writtem in Japanese awarded
te Vice Admiral Morik Kuniszo,

7 A F T

lieutenant,
Interpreter.

T ——
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Hoaven, confers the Fifth Order of Meiji and the Order of Sached Treasure
and all the te and privileges accorded therete, upon Morl, Kumise,
Seventh Class of Senior Court Rank and Sixth Order of Merit.

The

EKodama Hideo, Count,

Fourth Class of Senier Court Ramk and
Second Order of Merit,

Head of the Burean of Decorations,

This citation has been entered in the Register of Decorations as
nmber 538,129,

Yokota Gotsuke,

Fifth Class of Senior Court Rank and
Fourth Order of Merit,

Recorder of the Bureau of Decorations.

Akamine Tetsuo, Seventh Class of Senior Court

Rank,
Recorder of the Bureau of Deccrations,

I certify the above to be a true and complete translation to the best
of my abllity of the original citation written in Japanese awarded to

Vice Admiral Mori, Kunise,
W},W

FREDERICK F, THEMAYNE,
Id.nhmt; {ji}p USHR,
Interpreter,




The Bmperor of Japan, who has succeeded teo the Imperial Throne handed
down through the ages in an umbroken line, and who possesses the Crace of
Heaven, confers the Fourth Order of Meiji and the Order of the Sacred
!rnmntndﬂlthnrighhudpﬂdhgummrdﬂthmﬂ,upminri,
Kunigo, Sixth Class of Junior Court Rank and Fifth Order of Merit,

The Imperial Seal is hereby affixed at the Imperial Palace in Tokyo,
January 27, 1926, 2,586 years after the ascension of the Emperer Jimmm
to the Imperial Throme,

Usami Katsuo,

Third Class of Junior Court Rank and
Second Order of Merit,

Head of the Bureau of Decorations,

669 This citation has been entered in the Register of Decorations as number
» 007,

EKoriyama Sated,

Fifth Class of Senior Court Rank and
Fourth Order of Merit,

Recorder of the Bureau of Decorations,

Ide Ko
Sixth Class of Senior Court Rank,
Recorder of the Burean of Decorations,

I certify the above to be a true and complete translation to the best
of my ability of the origimal citation writtem im Japanese awarded to

Vice Adumiral Mori, Kuniso.
: fjw-.g
m TREMAYNE

»
Lieutenant (jg), USKR.
Interpreter,
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X * 3

Citation for s Cesmemerative Medal for the Coronation,

A commemorative medal for the coromation is conferred upon MORI, Imi:ui
Iieutenant Commander, IJN, Sixth Class of Junior Court Ramk and Fourth
Order of Merit im sccordance with the Imperial Proclsmation Ne. 188 of
1928, on Nevember 16, 1928,

Amaoka hﬂmlﬂ..

Fourth Class of Senior Court Rank and
Second Order of Merit,

Head of the Bureau of Decorations,

This citation has been entered in the Register of Commemorative Medals
for the Coromation as mumber 203,082,

Ide Ko,
Fifth Class of Junior Court Rank,
Recorder of the Bureau of Decorations,

I certify the above to be a trus and complete translation to the

best of my ability of the original ocitation written in Japanese awarded te
Vice Admiral Meri, Kunisze,

-

Gudlosick T Tocomapns

Lieutenant (jg), USHR.,
Interpreter,




Shimojeo Yasumaro,

Third Class of Junier Court Ramk and
First Order of Merit.

Head of the Bureau of Decorations.

Thie citation has been entered in the Register of Decorations as
mmber 790,275,

Ide Ko,

Fifth Class of Senior Court Rank and
Fourth Order of Merit,

Recorder of the Buresan of Decorations,

I certify the sbove to be a true and complete translation to the best
of my ability of the original citation written in Japanese awarded to
Vice Admiral Mori, Eunize,

ICK F, TREMAYNE,
Ideutenant (jg), USHR.
Interpreter,




Citation for a Campaign Medal in the Incident from 1931 to 1934.

Mori Eunizo, Commander, IJN, Sixth Class of Senior Court Rank and
Third Order of Merit is given this campeign medal in accordance with the
Order for Campaign Medals in the Incident from 1931 to 1934, on April 29,
1934.

Shimojo Yasumaro

Third Class of Junier Court Rank and
First Order of Merit,

Head of the Bureau of Decorations,

This citation has been entered in the Register of Campaign Medals
in the Incident frem 1931 to 1934, as number 1,5, 648,

Ide Ko

Fifth Class of Senior Court Rank and
Fourth Order of Merit,

Recorder of the Bureau of Decorations,

I certify the above to be a true and complete translation to the
best of my ability of the original citation written in Japanese awarded

to Vice Admiral Mori, Kunize,
Fugclorich 7T onasgone
ICK F. .

Iieutenant (jg), USHR.
Interpreter,

B T =




c3 * 3

The Emperor of Japan, who has succeeded te the Imperial Throme
down through the ages in an unbroken line, and who possesses the Grace of
Heaven, confers the Cordon of the Rising Sun of the Order of Meiji and all
the rights and privileges accorded thereto, upon Meri EKunizo, Fifth Clase
| of Senior Court Rank and Third Order of Merit.

E

The Imperial Seal is hereby affixed in the Imperial Palace, April 29,
1940, 2,600 years after the ascension of the Emperor Jimmu to the Imperial
Throne

-

Shimojo Yasumaro,

Third Class of Junior Court Rank and
First Order of Merit,

Head of the Bureau of Decoratlons,

This citation has been entered in the Reglster of Decorations as number
| 2,364,037,

Murata Yachiho, Sixth Class of

Senlor Court Rank and

i Fifth Order of Merit,

Recorder of the Bureau of Decorations,

I certify the above to be a true and complete translation to the best
of my ability of the original citation written im Japanese awarded to
Vice Admiral Mori, Kuniso.

iy
Dreslerck T Trcmape

Lieutenant (jg), USNR.
Interpreter,




! Citation of a Campaign Medal for the China Incident,

Order of Merit, is given this campaign medal in accordance with the Order

| Mori Kunise, Captain, IJN, Fifth Class of Senior Court Ramk and Third
‘ for Campaign Medals for the China Incident, on April 29, 1940,

Shimojo Yasumaro,

Third Class of Junier Court Rank and
First Order of Merit,

Head of the Burean of Decorations,

| This citation has been entered in the Register of Decorations as
| hulblfl' 1.5%,%-

Murata Yachiho,

Sixth Class of Senior Court Rank and

_ Fifth Order of Merit,

' Recorder of the Bureau of Decorations,

! I certify the above to be & trus and complets translation to the
|| best of my abllity of the original citation written in Japanese awarded teo

Vice Admiral Mori, Kunizo, 7 5 TG
ICK F.

»

Lieutenant (jg), USNR,
Interpreter,




NS E\Rhﬂq’h% o

itfx G {J & Vi U L)

B R Y v TR

oW e

FA ek L are e RE TSR e R
ENE SR ERT DL L RN
SR R R =T URY wgel”
FRRQ PR W 2 xR B 1
“ﬁ@ﬁ“m“‘kh 0w Qa0 ??&Q ‘\*“l"- ﬁ\.{ 2
-@LWAwﬁﬂﬁwhﬁ.\m%ﬁ !‘&fwnéﬁ_ B W
R S I R e
/ ; = vIE LAt
R e = X BB E S K e

T R N L
i W A - ﬁg‘ﬁ %ﬁﬁ%h:&*&
. - A~ e IS

E:'& o e N e \-51\\ =
&’!ﬁ'_’:@kmﬁ =AW= = 3 tv-\-.l.&ﬁ"m?o 0D
O 9e P FER U B REG —~

#\‘%ﬁﬁ%‘mﬁ%ﬁw\(*l E-F'_'?:{Tr !ﬁ_ﬁ )]

L %ﬁ@"‘h% i
s s f

. e

A

ol Qe FWRRFT NN & 4
' 33 :




TO YOUR HONOR, THE PRESIDENT OF THE MILITARY COMMISSION,

FETITION FOR CLEMENCY IN THE CASE OF MAJOR MATOBA.

I humbly place my petition before your Honor, the President and the
Nembers of the Commission,

Major MATOBA was clever, had initiative, and was in good health and
high spirits from his childhood. Since he entered the Army, he showed
exocellent tactical sense, Besides, he had & strong will and was able to
execute any order, Therefore, he distinguished himself and the Order of
Golden Kite was conferred upon him during the Sino-Japanese Incident, He
liked liquor, gradually became addicted to drinking, and, at Chichi Jima,
he bebhaved rudely due to his drunkem frensy, but, at any rate, he was
honest in nature and in his service,

I beg the pesearch of experts of the U, 8, Medical Soclety comcerning
his vioclent alchholism and also your kind consideration concerning what I
| bave just mentioned, and that you deal leniently with him,

6 September 1946,

HORIE YOSHITAKA,
Major, IJA.

immmh;mﬂmetmﬂnmﬂmm
petition of Horle, Yoshitalm, in Japanese to the best of my l.b:l.'lity.\ |

EU E. .
. Lieutenant, USHR, |
. Interpreter,
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To Your Homor, the President of the Military Commission,

I bumbly place my petition before your Homor, the President and the
Nembers of the Commission conocerning clemency im the case of TACHIBANA.

I was transferred from Iwo Jima to the 1st Division im January 1945, asd
was appointed as the divisional adjutant and served TACHIBANA for a year.
He was s0 kind to me, and I was thankful to be his subordinate, He was
accept my advice in routine affairs, and if he thought it im=
kindly hinted that I should think it over again,

When I reported my departure for Chichi Jima to Colonal HORI, chief
of the staff of the Iwo Jima Division, he said, "Since his Excellency
TACHIBARA is conscious of his responsibility of defending Chichi Jime when
ch seriocus stage, he might be strict in enforcing orders

ocommanding the division, But, never mind, as he has a well rounded
character and 1s broad-minded, Do your best, and please remember me to the
di I stated before, he did not scold me even onoce,
and I enjoyed a good time in the every day matters and in cultivating our

The has

d |
g
8
2

his
His caly fault was drinking, He over indulged unintentionally because
per

I certify the above to be a trus and correet translation of the
eriginal petition of Yokoto, Sanichi, in Japanese to the best of my ability,
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PETITION FOR CLEMENCY IN THE CASE OF YOSHII SHIZUO,
To Your Honmor, the President of the Military Commission.
I, notwithstanding my humble position, hereby take the liberty of

submitting a petition to the Homorable President and the Members of the
Commission,

The character of former Navy Captain YOSHII, Shisuo who is now under-
going trial before your court is as follows:

The commanding officer of the redic corps was a straightforward and
warn~hearted person, and was a naval officer with a very fine spirit. The
reason I think this is because Captain YOSHII was a person who made
"aotion first" his motto, and the achievments of the captain at the
radle station were exceptional, In constructing air-raid shelters, in
clearing land and farming, he took the initiative and set an for
his men, BSo it was that although the radio station was subjected teo
the severest bombing, not one person died from this bombing, I believe
that this is all due to the commanding officer's unusual efforts, He
was also sasily moved, and when one of the men of the radio station died
by his own hand, the commanding officer visited his grave at every possiblsg

once I saw him crying before the grave and saying “why

pen L]

When our food situation became critical, he emphasized the importance
of farming, and getting up at 4:00 a.m,, he worked until late in the
evening with the men, Eilﬂ.nd troubled about the nourishment his
men were getting, and he made rrnrreﬂurttoprwidath-ﬂth-ph
food so that they would be fit when the time for battle came.

cannot believe th;thouﬂmuth-u_nddmurﬂmu_ith&
was done only to fire his men with fighting spirit, but thlth-hdthou;h“
what he was doing was truly for his country,

I beg that you take into consideration my hmhble petition and be
lenient in your declslon.

ﬂll-l

SUZUKI EKAZUNORI,
Former Petty Officer Second Class,

I ocertify the above to be a true and correct translation of the
original phtition of Susuki, Kasunori, in Japanese to the best of my
abllity,




e e e g T e e g e e
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To Your Honor, The President of the Commission,

Ii Commanding Officer YOSHII was a person who never allowed personal affairs
to interfere with public duty, He had fine character and uwnusual abllity
as a commanding officer, Oaptain YOSHII never stopped trying to better
the radio station and the welfare of his men, Even beyond the call of duty.
That the radio station did not suffer cne mortal casualty is due to nothing
else but the result of the captain's strong sense of responaibility and
his affection for his subordinates. Though he was of a bold and daring
Fuhmnhr,hmﬂmmymid&nh-ﬂhiambaﬁjﬂhnlmhdupu
him as if he were their father.

The commanding officer sincerely educated his men in the virtus of
leading a regular daily life, on ths need of reflsction, spiritual cultiva-
tion gratitude and hope, and he was the first to put these into action.

The commanding officer told us in his everyday talks that those who
have faith and believe are always happy and enriched. Everytime he passed
by the naval cemetery, he stopped not only when he was walking, but when he
| was riding on a car, stepped out and prayed before it as if it were one of
his duties.

I have just given a part of the commanding officer's character and I i
believe that it will suffice. I hope that you will gather the kind of a
person he truly is, fully consider his case, and give a lenient verdiot,

WATANAHRE TAKEJIRO,

I certify the above to be a true and correct translation of the original
| petition of Watansbe, Takejiro, in Japanese to the best of my ability.

D gt s

Iieutenant, USNR.
Interpretar,




I was a class-mate of the defendant Yoshii at the Naval Acedemy.
Although I have never served at the same with Yoghii I am well
soquainted with his character from our
association sinoe then, He was of a mild and gentls dispostion, wery
philanthropie and humanitarian with a strong sense of justice. Especially
outstanding was his humanitarianism, To quote an instance. While on
at Bonin Iglands in 1941 he helped in the tuition of the girls of the
ninistry official there stationed of a certain Mr, Amano, whi

appreciated.

Mereover Yoshii is strongly religious, taking a deep interest im
Buddhism and Christianity., His wife is an ardent Christian and it is
lieved her religious influence over him was quite considerable.

In face of the above character of Yoshii I cannot believe that he was
capable of the atroecious conduct such as of the present incident.

e
g
E

I beg for your mafinaninous generosity,

HIROO YOSHINE.
Former Captain, IJN.

I certify the above to be a true and correct translation of the
original petitiom of Hireo Yoshine, in Japanese to the best of my ability,

)

E. KERRICK, JR,
Lieutenant, USKR.
Interpeeter.

s
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FETITION
To Your Honor the President of the Commission

In spite of my humble position, I submit my petitiom to the Homorahble
Fresident and Members of the Commission, concerning Viece Admiral Mord
Kuniso, who has been arraigned before your court.

1 served as a staff officer under the Vice Admiral from August 194k to
the end of Jamuary 1946, a period of a year and a half, and received his
guidance, The Admiral has a lofty character, and his affection was unlimited
and he was respected and loved by his subordinates as if he were their true
father. We subordinates of the Admiral were shocked at hearing of this
incident, and find ourselves unable to suppress our smpathy.

I remember the Admiral said once "People often say that they can raise
morale by cutting down prisoners, but I am opposed to such ideas, To deo
such a thing would lower the morale.® At Chichi Jima, prisoners were not
under his jurisdiction but I am confident that the Adwiral's idea nsver

changed. :

I have heard that there were two or three cases of atrocities committed
against prisoners by the naval units at Chichi Jima, but it is true that
the Admiral did not khow of these happenings until the war ended.

When I think of the Admiral's kind heart now, 1 am moved with deep
sympathy. I am one who is praying day and night that good rortune may again
smile upon such a lofty person as Vice Admiral Mori.

I bumbly beg that you will take the above into your most kind eonsiderats
ion, and award a lenient decision.

j Miyasaki Kenjdi
| Lieut. Commander, LIN

I certify the above to be a true and correct translation of the original
petition of Miyasaki Kenji, in Japanese to the best of my ablility.

Fnedorik F Jpermayn
Lestensmt (35), USIR
Interpreter




To Your Honor, The President of the Military Commission:

In spite of my humble position, I hereby submit my petition for clemency
in the case of Vice Admiral Mori, who is being presently tried before your
court.

I served under Admiral Mori for two years after March 1944 and have
received his exceptional guidance. The Admiral was a person of umusually
great virtue, and was revered as if he were their true father by all of his
subordinates, We were all shocked and struck with grief on hearing of his
indictaent.

I still remember that the Admiral once told ws, "Some people say by
beheading prisoners, the morale can be raised, but I am opposed to such
thinking, To behead prisonsrs would only lower morale.” Though the handling
of prisoners on Chichi Jima was outside of the Admiral's jurisdication, I am
sure that the Admiral's strong belief did not change in the least.

hnusht-h-nhnnl;uu two or three inclidents of atrocities committed
against prisoners by the naval unite, it is absclutely true that the Admirel
was unaware of these happemings until the war ended.

I am one who has only the greatest sympathy for the Admiral whem I think
of bhis feelings today, and am praying for his good fortune.

I beg that you will take these circumstances into your kind sonsideration
and be lenient in the case of Admiral Mori.

Encmoto Shireldchd
Lieutenant, LJN

I certify the above to be a true snd correct translation of the original
petition of Enemoto Shirokichi, in Japsnese to the best of my ability,




PETITION
To Your Honor, The Fresident of the Military Commission:
I humbly submit my plea to the Honorsble President and the Members of the

Military Commission in the case of Viee Admirel Mori KEuniso, who has been
indieted for trial,

I am one who has served under Vice Admiral Mori for two years and two
months since FPebruary 1944 at Chichi Jima. The Admirel is a gentle person
and has a sterling character, with affection for everyone. He was looked up

personnel and wivilians on Chichi Jima as well, I fimmly believe, and
doubt that this merciful snd sincere Admiral did his best concerning
oners, 1 am praying that the Admiral will scom become a free pprson
, and will be able to help establish bonds of a new friendship between
country and ours, and alsc devote himself to bullding «F & new Japan

| which will live up to your expectations,

Your axcellsncy, The President of the Commission, I beg that you will
consider the sincereness of my tumble petition and give a lenient verdict
in the case of Vice Admiral Mori.

5

1

Salkai Tadashi
Lieutensnt Commander, (surgeon)
ﬂql:.-bor 9. 1946,

Iurﬂtythﬁtﬂﬂouhutmndmrmﬁtmhtimntthioﬁﬂnﬂl
petition of Sakai Tadashi, in Japanese to the best of gy ability.

to as a father not only by the personnel of the naval units, but also by the

L

Lisutenant (jg), USNR
Interpr ster, .




FPETITION FOR CLEMENCY
To the President and the Members of the Commission:

Adairal Mori is an ideal maval officer, with a firm nature, and was always
meticulously careful in solving with which he was confronted any preblem.
He loved his subordinates, and I had the utmost respect for him.

/5

For example, from June 3%, 1944, when the first carrier based planes
attacked Chichi Jima until September, during which peried mass attacks were
made on Chichi Jima from the task force, the admiral would stand
outside the alr defense command post during a raid where there was abeclutely
| no protection. Using his sword to support himself, the enly thing that
protected him at all was the steel helmet the Admiral was wearing. In this
manly posture, he observed in detail the conditioms of friend and foe, and
issued pertinent and detailed orders, All this time I was with the Admiral
and personally witnessed this encouraging scens,

This is an example which shows perfectly how he loved his suboerdinates,
Once, I was ordered to go and check on the damage sustained by the Ogiure
dispatched unit, while the naval base was still under heavy attack by planes
| of the task force., As the reads which I had to traverse were completely
destroyed in several places, my return to headquarters was delayed,

I heard from the officer of the day upon my return, that as several air
raids had ocourred after I left headquarters, the Admiral fearing for my
safety inquired several times of the officer of the day if I had not yet
returned. I was deeply moved at hearing this,

Tour Excellency, The President of the Commission — I beg that you be
| lenient in the case of Admiral Morj, a person whom I regard wery highly.
.1

MIYASHITA TSUNEGORO

i I certify the above to be a true and correct translatiom of the original
petition of Miyashita Tsunegore, in Japanese to the best of my ability.

Fudnid .?.'f,gg.,..,.’,,,
FREDERIOK ¥

» THEMAYNE,
Lieutenant (jg), USHNR
Interpreter
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PETITION for Clemency for Mori Kunise

To Your Homor, the Presidemt of the Military Commission.

I served at the Chishi Jima Special Naval Base as a subordinate of
former Vice Admiral Mori Eumise.

| He treated us as if we were his sons. His benevolence was so great in the
island that he was thanked and admired by us all.

However, he has been accused in this trial of being a war criminal. We
are very surprised at this.

We beg you with all our heart, to be lenient in dealing with MORT Kuniso '{
whom we loved as if he had been our father, l

Former Naval Officer

I certify the above to be a true and correct translation of the original
petition of Iijima Masayuki, in Japsnese to the best of my abdlity.

Fuetonckh %7
FEEDERICK

¥
Ideutenant (jg),USNR
Interpreter




PETITION FOR CLEMENCY IN THE CASE OF FORMER VICE ADMIRAL MORI KUNIZD
To Your Homor, The President of the Military Commission:

The accused, former Vice Admiral Mori Kunise had an especial affection
for his subordinates. During the war, when there were any wounded men, he
would visit them and comfort them. MNany times I saw the Adairal do these
merciful errands, and I was always deeply moved.

The personnel of the Chiehi Jima Naval Base was especlally aware of the
virtus of their beloved Admiral.

I fervently plead that you be lenient in your decision.

Matsumura Takeji,
Former Fireman 2/e¢, LJN.

| I certify the above to be a true and correct translation of the original
| petition of Matsumura Takeji, in Japamese to the best of my ability.

Fredime I Jetrragoe
FREDERICK F, {;ﬂlﬂl,
Lieutenant (Jjg),USHR
Interpreter




The defendant, Vice Admiral Mori Kuniso, was most considerate
in his relations with his subordinates.

After the war ended, the personnel of the Yapanese Fordes on Chichi Jima

were repatriated gradually, and only those people scheduled to come to Guam
remained. The admiral had tombstones erected for the war dead, snd went to

his respects at least once every week, placing flowers at each grave,
was deeply moved, and cannot forget the impression I received when I
witnessed this,

The admiral was a tender and sympathetic person, and furthermore, he was
very gentle and sincere,

. All the persomnel of the naval forces on Chichi Jima held inhigh esteem
| the virtuous character of the admiral.

I humbly beg that you will take into consideration the sterling charecter
of Mord Kunizo and be lenient in your fair decision.

Naval petty officer second class
YOSHIDA HARUICHI.

I certify the above to be a true and correct translation of the original
petition of Yoshida Haruichi, in Japanese to the best of my ability.

.’FM fw
FREDERICKE F., TREMATNE,
Lieutenshd (jg), USNR
Interpreter




PETITION FOR CLEMENCY IN THE CASE OF MORI EUNIZO.
To Your Honor, The President of the Military Commission,
I humbly submit my petition for clemency to Your Homor,

Vice Admniral MORI KUNIZO, who has been charged with war crimes in the
Chichi Jima case, is my superior officer. He was like a father to the
naval officers, petty s and menn, I served under him for two years
and imew him to be an ble perscn and a man of great character, He was
a fathsr to his beloved subordinates., There was not one person in
naval foroes under his command who ever said anything bad about him
he commanded the respect of all, The admiral was interested in each
» and the welfare of his family., He often questioned his junier
officers about these things and usually put them to shame because he kmew
more about their men than they did, His personality was such that ne one
could possibly have any malice towards him, He was almost too considerate,

I never would have thought that the admiral would be charged with any
war orimes, but he has been taken into custody to appear before you in ecourt,

BESE

I am confident that he is not a person capable of committing a crime.

Your Honor, The President of the Commission, we beg you will award a
lenient verdict to Vice Admiral MORI KUNIZO, whom everybody reveres as he
would his own father, |

HASEGAWA KAZUTOSHI,
Lisutengpt (jg), LJN.

I certify the above to be a true and correct translation of the originmal
petition of Hasegawse Kasuposhi, in Japanese to the best of my ability.

Fredosck F- Trvmazon
FREDERICK ¥, TREMAYHE,
Lieutemant (jg), USHR.

Interpreter,




| B TITION
I humbly this petition before your Honor, the President, and the

mambers of the commission.

I as a staff officer of vice-admiral Mori, Kunigo, the commanding
officer at the Special Naval Base, Chichi Jima since 194k4.

Mori was mild, sincere, amiable and honest. Not only the Naval
at Chichi Jima but also the Military Personnel and the civilians
loved and admired him as if he had been their father., I am
for the day when the Adwiral will be released and able to exert
both for the reconstruction of Japan and the friendly relationship
apan and the U, 8. With his kmowledge and personality, I belisve
live up to your expectations.

Honor, the President and the Members of the Commission, I beg your
consideration concerning what I have just mentioned and that you
leniently with him,

1l

(i

ER

& September 1946
YONEHARA, Minoru
To Your Honmor, the President and the Members of the Commission.

I certify the asbove to be true and correct translation of the original
petition of Yohehara, Minoru, im Japanese to the best of my ability.

' ﬁf,zm?,,.
j F. TREMATNE,
lieutenant (jg), USHR
Interpreter




1.

Eunigo Mori served under me for approximately one year in the capacity of
Senior Staff Officer (his rank at the time being Commander).

| 2-
gantle in nature, considerate to a famlt and mever acting on impulse.
was, moreover, & man of chivalrous character who had the courage at all
times to stand up for justice and fair play. His judgment was marked by
sound common sense.

in

2,

warrant his being held as a war atroeity suspect.

petition of Mitsumasa Yonai, in Japanese to the best or my ability.

Testimony the character of ex-Vice Minister
g g

In 1932, when I was in command of the Chinkai Naval Port (Korea),

He was a pesaceful man, placing high value on humanitarian principles,
He

His record in the Naval Academpy was outstanding. But owing to illness
his later career, his promotions were relatively slow.

It is my firmm belief that he is not a man capables of any act which would
Writtem in my omm hand, 20th August, 1946.
(signed) Mitsumasa Yonai,
Former Admiral, I.J.N.
I certify the above to be a true and correct translation of the originmal
Faeduick F Jerrays
FREDERICK F, TREMAYNE,

Lisutensnt (jg), USHR
Interpreter
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