UNITED STATES STRATEGIC BOMBING SURVEY
MORALE DIVISIOM
(Pacifiec)

SPECIAL INTERVIEW WITH THE MAYOR OF NAGASAKI,
Jukichi Okada.

Interrogator: H. B. Fnglish
Interpretor : Andrew Fureda
Interview held at 1300 hours, 21 November 1945, at the city hall.

The Mayor had prepared a memorandum covering wartime morale of which
he presented us a copy.

E = Since your memorandum cevers the matter of confidence in winning the
war, will you please discuss with us the matter of the people's
coumittment to the objectives of the G.E.A. war.

0 = A% the time of the North China Incident, there was little talk of the
GBA co-prosperity sphere. That idea was propagated after Pearl
Harbor.

Having been in America, I knew her industrial power and knew that war
with American would not be easy. ZPBut the pecple were deceived and
it was difficult for me to lead them, If I told the truth, the army
would put pressure on me, So I went as far as I could without
incurring the army's objection. Now the people see that I took the
right attitude during the war and they are quite impressed.

~
The people thought that Japan was winning because they were told so
tut they began to have doubts after Saipan. The government very
cleverly suppressed foreign news dispatches and contreolled the radio.
The Police 4id a good job in suppressing people's ideas.

E - How did they do that?

0 = Plain clothesmen mingled with the people and arrested those who spoke
against Japan. (The phrase 'againet Japan' was used twice and is a good
translation) Both civil and military police.

D - What did they do after arrest?

0 = Most of them were kept a few days in jail and released. A few were
taken to court. Not many.

E - Do you imply that a warning was enough?

- fpa3) @)

0 - Yes.




Were there any group demonstrations for a compromise peace?
Never! Some may have wished it tut they did not dare.
I meant just three er four in small groups.

- We talked about such things with our intimate friends tut we shut up
when any stranger was around,

To what extent did the people support the idea of the co-prosperity
sphere?

The lower class more than the upper. Some upper class people believed
in it.

The Rotary Clubs were under suspicion because they were of American
origin. The govermment put on so mch pressure that many became afraid
and activities were suspended. I was president of the Nagasaki Rotary.

Do you think that the sort of people who were in Rotary supported the
idea of co-prosperity?

Perhaps a little at first but as the war wore on they were smart enough
to know that things were not going well.

I think it ie interesting teo note how little hostility there is here

to the Americans. One might think it would be different becamse of the
atomic bomb. But it is not. HNagasaki has had a long history of contact
with foreigners. It is easy to run ome city now in relation te the
occupation, There is no danger here. Elsewhere it may not be so true.

This will show how thinge are. There have been rumors that Chmngking
and Great Britain will send occupation treeps here. I have had
delegations from ¢he people to say that they hope it will not be so ,
they want only Americans. Therefore the Americans need not worry about

any possible danger.

I should like to know about the people's attitude toward the leadership,
both national and local. I know that this is a somewhat delicate subject
and would emphasize that we are not prying into your personal attitude
Put asking you to report what the situation was with the people during
the war.

0 = At first the people supported the leadership wholeheartedly. Then came
doubts. Most of the dissatisfaction was against the militarists,

E - Including the Navy?




0 = Yes, for us in Japan no distinction...... .You in America may consider
that the Army was guilty of more rathlessness but for us there is no
distinction. There was also some dissatisfaction with the Ken leader-
ship. There was little change in attitude toward the city. The prestige
of the army fell to the ground. Those in the prefectural government
who supported the army also lost prestige.

What about the chonaikail

That was various, Some were unworthy and the mayor removed them.
¥hat d4d the people think about them?

They cooperated becanse without them they got no-ratioms.

(We attempted to get a picture of group solidarity in non-war connected
groups. It appears that there are no such groups. A considerable dis-
cussion may be summsrized:) There were a few ultra~militarist societies.
If there were any othera, they had %o keep quiet.

What was the effect of the morale control measures?

That they were bothersome tut this is war and we are too busy to trouble.
They were immersed in the preblems of living,

What about the cabinet changes? The people lost interest in such changes.
There was no change in policy, only a change in the garg in power. Tojo
was very unpepular. I think no one ia Nagasakl has any use for him.
(Then?) They did mot like him much; they thought him a poor imitation of
Hitler.

Mr, Okada was graduated from the political sclence department of the
Tokyo Imperial University in 1813, He entered the Englneering works of the
Mitsubishi Dockyard. He rose to e vice-manager by 1936. In 1919 he took
a trip around the world studying post-war conditions for the Mitsubishl Co.

Stayed longest in America.

He first was elected mayor in 1941 and was reelected this year.
The election has to be approved by the Home Minlster and this year the
approval was so long delayed that Mr, Okada suspected that 1t had to be
referred to the Occupation Authorities.
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Special Interview with Eisuke Negishi, Assistent Dean of Students,
Hagasaki College of Industrial Management.

TIDEI{: 10:30 to 12:00, 7 December 1945.
INTERVIEWER: Mr. H. B. English

Mr. Negishi is currently acting as Interpreter for M. G. in Nagesaki
and was recommended to us by Major Lowery as a very good observer of the
contemporery scene. He was born in 1890, was educated in Engladd from age
6 to 15 - his father was agent in Lendon for N.Y.K. He returned te Japan
from 1905 to 1917, completing the middle schoel and the higher schoel. He
entered the Imperial University in the Literary Ccllege or Faculty but left
without a diplema. He returned to what his father called 'my Englend' where
he toek courses in London University and worked for N.Y.K. Upon his return
home he entered the employ of the Oriental Steamship Co. as a passenger clerk,
then in their Yokahoma office. For a time in 1923 he werked in the Hong Kong
office. After further service in Tokyo he came in 1925 to Nagasaki College
of Ind. Mgt. as a professor of English.

He was wounded in the atomic bombing and spent 14 months in bed, tut his
personal experience was slight - he saw a flash and the next thing he knew
he was under some debris. His wounds were a fracture and glass cuts.

As his English ie fluent and correct the interview was in english; H.
B. English acted as interrogator btut Kuroda was present and occasionally
interposed a question. There was complete frankness and lack of tension
thrcugh out.

E - Will you try to chart the curve of morale throughout the wer period?

B- Out students at the Nagasaki Commertial College were somewhat antagoniatic
towards the war as was natural considering their interests. Many of them
wanted to evade conscription as long as possible. In other higher schoole
one might find more of the natiomalistic spirit, Before the war it was
poesible for a college student to postpone his army service till he
finished or till he was 28 years old, During the war this was shor{ened
so that a man could be excused only if it would be possible for him to be
gradueted by 24; then it was cut to such an extent that no one had exemp-
tion when his time ceme. At this point many of the students began to
volunteer so that they might be sent into officer's treining. DBPut there
wes still & great deal of unenthusiasm for the war. 0Of course there was
no outward show of opposition. '

E - Can you estimate the percent?
N - At firet as hight at 80% were more or less opposed to the war but as the
war went on the government's propagenda began to take hold.
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B = Do you think it wae the propaganda or the course of the war?

N = Mostly, I think, the propaganda. At least in my school. In other achools,
I don't know.

T B - How about the general pepulation?

N = Outwardly everyone was glad to go to war but in the family circle there
vas & wish that the war wonld be over. By the end of 1944 the majority
felt that all was lost,

E - Vhat were the causes of the decline?

N - First of all, the bombing. It was very disheartening. Morale declined
after the bombing began this cpring by leaps and bounds. Of course if
one talked about it too openly, he would be taken in by the Kempeitai or
Thought Control Police.

E - Were there many who did?
¥ - Quite a few.

E - This the police deny.
D,

N - NHone the less there were many. It was forbidden to express doubt that
Japan would win. The Govermment seid that the spirit was mightier than
material resources. But a garbage collector spoke up and said that he
thought the countrgry was the case. He was arrested and severely lectured,

“~..__threatened. He told me about it the other day and said that it was a good
thing that Japan was defeated because now a man could say what he things.
I was under suspicion becanse I had lived in England and was shadowed.
English teachers were all under suspicion and although the classes were con-
timed, the time spent on English was cut in hslf. This enadled us to teach
the practical side of English but not to get them to apprecilate the spirit
of English literature.

The second thing was the food shortage. Much of this shortage was due to
poor distribution., Nothing in Japan moves horizantally; everything moves
up or down from the central administration. The shortage began in the winter
of '43, The ration was set nationally and at a minimum level.

The majority of those enticed into war work were enticed by the promise of
extra rations.

B - Did this meke for hard feelings?

N - Yes, 1t did. Workers got all sorts of ration favors. In Nagasaki there ts
really only one company, the Misubiehi, but in other places there might be
several companies and there was competition for workers by means of ration
favors. I have heard that in Tokyo the students took advantage of thias to

graft,




E -« Did all students have to do war work?

N - Yes, all except those physically unfit. They spent 8 hours a day, usually
in hard physical labor, They were supposed to have class work besides but
in fact they could not and did not. The Profs. just supervised their
ettendance and did the welfare work for the students, Thie began in July,
1944, The coll. was nearly closed.

Thus we received a call from the Misubishi for 250 laborers. We had 230 in
the third year class., Of these 45 were physically unfit and continued class.
That left 195 availlable for the manpower draft. We had to include 55 from
the second year class of 260. These 55 were rotated among the class in order
to be fair., Later the medical requirements were so relaxed that only 15

of the 3rd year students were exempt; they were really so unfit that they
vere sent home and the 3d year classes were abandoned.

You implied that the people were discontented with the food distribution.
Was there talk about this? Yes, but it had to be guarded, for fear of the
secret police.

May I say that I do not understand the way the secret police have been
retained. They have,to be sure, been dismissed from that bureaun which has
been abollished. But the same men have been reemployed in other places,
example the regular police. This does not give confidence to the oppositionm.
Many of us think that when the occupation is over, theold gang will came
back into power and take revenge on those who now collaborate with the

Americans. I think it will be twenty years before the Americans should leave.

The trouble is that the Japanese have been indifferent to politics. They
have been forced to follow. It will take & long time to educate them in
any other way.

What would you do in the way of education?

First I would reform the primary schools. That ia where you have to begin.
That's why I say it would take twenty years. We must show children what
democracy means by actually exposing them to democracy in the schools, not
merely talking about it.

Excellent! ‘But agaln how would you set about it?

Select for teachers persons who show promise of being really democratic.
Then import some American educators to train them in the ways of democratic
education. (This was expanded.)

Wae there any other cause of morale declinet?

(Long pause for thought - not embarrassed or trying to cover up). There
were too many regulations - this particularly irritated the better educated.
Then having to stand in line for hours in the wind sort of upsets the peace
of the household.




E - How the people's trust in information?

¥ -~ At first they tended to believe everything but later distruat grew.
(I probed on this a little but he really had no specific information.)

E - Hov about our propaganda leaflets? He did not think they accomplished
mch,

Besides radio and newspaper prepaganda, what morale control measures were
taken?

Patriotic Societies were formed. HNeighborhood meetings were mX called and
people were urged to join. There were directives te the tonari gumi -

most a lot of 1ies - which they had to pass on to the people. The Imperieal
Bule Assistance Soc. sent down an order that meetings must be opened by
bowing to the throne and a prayer. If any family did not attend and conform
they would lose their rations and would be held up to ridicule as unpatriotiec.
The same thing was true of a family which was not represented at the ry.
station when the ashes of a soldier from that Tonari gumi were returned.
Sometimes one had something else to do but d1d not dare be absent.

You saw quite a little of the industrial life of this city. What was the
manpower situation? I am interested in the mman side of it and in the
material as it bears on the human, Take the lack of materials; of course
that cuts down prodmction. But what of its indirect effects? Were there
any? (This directive probe was enly to get him started.)

Yes, it 414, The men could not do their best and accomplish things as
they wanted to do. So they grumbled against the management. (There was
skip here in N's thinking - not in my notes.)

There were supervisors in the faoiiory who had the anthority to beat workers
who seemed 1dle or not to be exerting themselves, They did too, and in a
few cases they beat men to death.

Was there any deliberate slowdown?
Scme.

Vhy?

Inborn laziness, I guess. Of course many of these men were drafted from
far off places and came against their will. Also they got homesick. Then
the conditions in the dormiteories were very bad - insanitary and verminous.
Some of the student workers sald that they were working only to make the
Misubishi fatter., I don't know how general such feeling was - it counld
only be expressed to one in whom you had complete confidence. There were
plainclotbcznen in the factories and ‘sven in the night schools.




One of our prefessors of economics was ecomplained o8 bty such an agent and
he was put in prisen for three months, dismissed from his post and exiled
to northern Korea. He expressed some sympathy with communiem,

E - (Indeavored to get the matter of freely organised groups other than the
patriotic and war effort societies.)

N - These do not exist. No society can exiet unless the government wishes it,

2 - I understood it must have government permission tut -

N - No, not merely that., Since the war, only if the goverament set up the
society can it exist at all, No merely private society can exist at all,
If you were to try to organize a small debating socliety, your request
would be denied and you would be under suspicion.

Nr. N. stayed to share a c-ration lunch with us and during the lunch
explained that the students worked for 60 yen a month., I inquired why they
414 not get Jobs as regular workers at mmch higher pay. First they worked
only 8 hours. Second they did net wish to resign from the college as 1t
was 80 hard to get in. Third they kept out of the army a 1little longer. Of
the 60 yen wages - which was set by the Tokyo government for the entire
country - 40 yen weant to school tuition and expenses, compulsory savings
and the like so that the take home wage was 20 yen a month,

T e e T L
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Special Interview with Dr. Hyoshi Takese, Professor of Psychiatry,
Nagasaki Medical College.

Contact with Prof. Takese had previously been made through
Prof. Baba of the N, Commerddal College. Takese is living in a
village about ten miles from Isahaya, more than twenty from
Nagasaki, to which he commutes by train. The interview took place
in his home, a very superior village home but inferior to what he
would have had in N. (He had been forced to move from his rented
house in N. by a strategm; this was fortunate since the house was
destroyed in the atomic bombing.)

Interrogator: H. B. English

Interpreter: Andrew Kuroda

Also present during most of the interview and papticipating in it
freely was Mrs. Takese.

Dates 1 December 1945

The interview will not be reported in the form of question and
answerj; few notes were taken and every effort was made to keep it on

the level of informality - in the main successfully. However the
interview was structured in much the usual fashionfor special
interviews.

Dr. Takese said that the seientists of Japan knew from the
beginning that it was hopeless to war with America, Thelr only
concern was to be ready to die with their families. Most people
were elated at first with the early victories but even then there
were some - probably many =- who realized the hopelessness of the

< conflict. As mmm long as the victories rolled in the people were
their belts but when things went against them,
lined. This began
The required
d to make
them pessimistic. It is a part of the Japanese character, however,
L to fight on even 1iterally to the death. Takese thinks and belleves
nis view 1is shared by others that Japan did enough in the war that
it need not be ashamed. Now nearly everyone realizes that their
previous ignorance of America was profound; most of them think that
the shaking up as a result of defeat may prove a good thing. Cer-
tainly this is the attitude of the intelligencia but it goes up
and down the social groups pretty generally.

At this point Mrs. Takese joined us. She was one of the
fice-presidents of the Nagasakl Women's Association. She confirmed
her husband's statement that the women began to slacken in
enthusiasm as the war went badly, though she believed that the
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women were more solidly committed than the men. She explained the
Women's Assn. It was fusion of two national groups, one primarily
patriotic, the other a sort of civilian defense outfit. The
national president was some very high noblewoman. They prepared
comfort kits for the soldiers, tried to promote farm production,
maintained nurseries for the children of working women. In June

of this year the Assn. was disbanded on the grounds that women
should be tending to their homes and the education of their children.

Prof. Takese added that the drafted manpowers was supposed to
have become much less efficient.

The question of the war'!s objectives was raised. First what

did the people think they were. They did not think. They were just
plunged into war, willy nilly. Few saw it coming and they were not
at all consulted. They were already tired out by the Chinese war
and apprehensive of the outcome. Taking on America too seemed like
too much. Had the people been consulted they would have undoubtedly
said no. This was particularly true in Nagasaki which has been so
much helped by American Missionary Schools., There was very little

~hostility to the Americans even during the war. And when the
American planes went over N. on the way of Omura and did not bomb
NeA'md of the common people thought it was because of the
traditional bonds between N, and America.

E. suggested that apparently the apathy thus described
evidently gave way to some enthusiasm for the Tojo co-prosperity
sphere idea. How much so and how was it done? Well the people
did not want war but when they were in it they tried to understand
what it was supposed to be all about. Intellectuals tried to
understand it first and then to help the common people understand.
It was really quite an increase in cultural standard. The idea of
co~prosperity eventually took hold. It continued to be pretty
firmly held until the end. Now, however, it is Jjust never men-
tioned - people seem to have forgotten all about it.

As to the machinery of morale control, there were public
meetings, newsreels, propaganda in the schools (some of it aimed
at the parents), ané Ken directives which were passed on through
the Tonari gumi. (E. had previously mentioned the press and the
radio.) Of them all, T. believed the newsreel most effective.

People resented the police control of rationing, did not
consider it fair. The work of the tonari gumi was on the whole

good.

E. asked whether the Tonari gumi might become an instrumentality
for democracy. T. replied that it was already a good example of
simple democracy. Mrs. T. sald it promoted neighborliness and
threw the rich and poor together (especially true in Japan where
rich and poor live cheek by jowl H.B.E.) And things were much
more effective when they were discussed. This talking things over
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is a peculiarly Japanese trait. (I think something was lost in
translation here: they mean some sort of peculiar sort of talking
things out, I believe). E. agreed with all this but pointed out

that the tonari guml mainly served to pass on orders from above,

It might be a democratic instrument but it was for undemocratic
purposes. Could the flow be reversed, let the tonarl gumi serve

more as the basic unit in policy making., T. agreed, A rather long
discussion of Democracy followed. Both R's felt that there was very
1ittle understanding of democracy. T. thinks that the movies may be a
powerful force in its development.

E. asked about the schools, Both were emphatic that the schools
were undemocratic in matter and method. There are some changes in
the content already under way but the change in the temper of the
schools will take a long time. E. raised the question of the
family pattern. The R's agreed that this was of crucial importance.
Japanese parents love their children but after they are very little
do not know how to show it. They begin to demand absolute obedience.
This is the very key of Japanese family life. Mrs. T, said that in
her judgment Japan lost the war because there was not enough love
in the Japanese national 1ife. In America a father can be a pal
with his sons but never in Japan., The admiring crowd of farm
children who stood in front of the big open wall of the room in
which the talk proceeded (with the temperature not much above 40
degrees F.) was commented on and T. pointed proudly to his motion
picture equipment with which he entertains the children as proof
of his own fondness for children.

Discussion then turned to the attitude of the Japanese toward
Americans. Mr. T. and to a less extent Mrs. T. could not free them-
selves from the bonds of their own attitudes. They do not belleve
that Japanese people ever came to hate Americans or that the
attitude fell very greatly during the war. E. ventured politely
to insist that they were talking of the better educated classes
‘and they with equal politeness implied that E. had been talking
to too many uneducated ones. As a compromise it was agreed that
the attitude spurted up after the occupation. T. believes there
will continue to be a great revival of pro-American everything.

T think he implied that the Japanese are suckers for the winner.

Finally we raised the question of the Emperor. T. agreed other
R's that the people venerate the Emperor and want him to remain.
They have not thought beyond that. They will accept any program
which leaves him a position of reverence.

Somewhere along the line, Mrs. T. brought up the position of women
and believed that there is a great movement toward a better position.
It was the conventional position, but obviously well thought out

and sincere.

I get the impression of a man who is not peculiarly sensitive
to the currents of opinion in his own country. He 1is a sincere
moderate, but not an active one, Like most of the intelligencia
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he does not seem to sense his own responsibility. Shoud another war
come it would again be a case of shikatanenal. Mrs. T. is probably
more vigorous than he and he obviously depends upon her judgment a
great deal. (That in Japan!)
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oG ‘ May.r of Nagasaki
Uyub}ﬁﬁléﬁrbskéagmwltn vhe May. g ’

Inverrogator: H,.B.Engliish
Interpretor: Andrew Furoda, '
Interview neld av 13 hours, Nov. 21, 1945 at the City Haldl,

The Mayor haa prepared s memorandum covering wartime morale
of which ne presented us s CODPYe

E, Since your memorandum covere the matuier ot confidence
in winning the war, wiii you piesse disCUss wiin us uhe matter
ot the people's commiiuvmen. vu vuc viujectlves oL wie G k,A,
war,

0. At un- uvime or une Nostn uhina Incident, there was l1itle
talk or the GEA coprosjoerity sphere., That ideag was urupagated
after rear. Harbor,

Having peen in America, I knew her industrial power and knew
that war with Am, would not pe easy. Bu. uhe peuple were deceivd
and it was diftricuit for we vo iead vhem, LT I told vhe truth,
the army woula putpressure on me, S0 I went us rar as I could
wiithuue ineurring uvhe army's ovjection. Now the peupie c=ee Lhat
I touvk une right atuvituae dur:ng Luc wai auu Luey ar'e yyite im-
pressed,

The peuple vnuugny wuaw Jupenu =as wlnulng pecause vusy aci-
Luiuw wo wlo vioy wepal v uavVe douves aiter Saigpan. Lo guvue
vVery clevesly sUpplecsced Tui@lmial 18w dispauCnes and Cuunuvlu..oda
bue iadlu. Tue Pullce a1a 4 gOud JOO 1N SUYPreSsiLuE Peuu.ie ' .
Laeas,

K, How uia they ao ivhat?

O. Plaincioivnesmen miugied Wluu wue preople ana arresvea unuse

WO spuxke againsy Japan. (The pirase 'against Japan' was ped
twice anu is a gooa translation.)ébﬁt(culrbﬁvfnuuééﬁyujfhoéiq&,
E, What did they do after arrestf
0. Most or vhem were kept a few days in jJali and released. A
few were taken to court Not meny.
g. YDu you imply that a warning was enough?

. es,
E., Were there any group demonstrations fur a cumpromise peace?
O. Never. Some may have wished it pucv vhey did no¢ dare,
E. I meant just three or four in small groups,
0. We talked abuut such Lhings with our intimate friends but
we shut up wnhen any stranger was around,

E. To wnau excent diu wue pOUpL® BUUPLrL vus LO8d ul Tne cu=
prosperivy sunere? O, Thc Lower CLANS Wul'® vudi uilo Uppel, Suue
Uppel’ Giave pooplo weasgved i Ly

® Liuv Hoval'y u.uws Were under susolclon vecauss tuey were of
American orizin, ‘rne EOVL.puL .n 30 much pressure thas many
beczme afraid and acuivivies weie susoenved, U1 was glesidBuu of
viic Nagasakl Rouary. ‘

E. Du you uvning ohav vae surt ot PeOYle wiu we.® Lu Rouasy
BUppolued vile _uus i GVt vopsL o uy f

Ve LOLla, - w Lluiae wu LAL'BU wue wS oild wal' woI'® ONn uvhey were
BMAary s Ugh vu KNow That TniNgs were nue guing wewl,

1 vudnk 1u 1 lateresting tu nute how L1Tole no L11l1lTy uhere
Lo or'® Lu ulw Allclivailse UNe wW1KNL GHINK 1T would DB d t'ierent
Decuu..@ o1 vuc avuiliv v wo. Buuv 1u 1o uov.e Nagasakl dus had
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a long nlsoury of evnvacu wibu ivieiguolue Llu Lo 8any LU
run ohn® ClUY Nuw 1N reéiulivn Lo LIS UGvUpLudi e Li.¥e Ls LU
daunger uere, Elcenuere 1T Mauy NOL De ou wLIUS.

Prle wili oliv  iie. bullgs are, There hnave péen rumors vhat.
Cnungxing end Great Brivain nlli send vccliputlon Lfivups uelre,
L 0aVe uwd uli@gacviuls Irim ule peuple To say vhat tney nope 1T
will no. ve su uvney want uvniy Americans. Tneretore the Americans
need 00i wolc'y abulu any DOSsS1DLle dALKeLs.

K. Ll _uaoUudiu 1K LW Kiduw abudb Lie pcuple'a atulitude uwoward cvhe
leadersnip, buuh navional ana iocal. I Know that Tvhls 1s & sOMe-
wnat deiicaie su.jeCt auu wOoUlu silullani, @ Luau © are NUL prying
inuu yuur personal attitude puu asxing you uvo re.orv wnat uhe Siu-
uation was with vhe peopie dur.ng uhe war.

0. A. tirst the peovple supported wne leadessulp wnoleneartvedly.
Then came duubtes. Must 0f Lhe uiBsavistaction was apuilst uvle mii-
itarisus, ‘ i

5, Inciud.ng uvhe Nay?¥

0. Yes, ror us i.n Japan no 0lstiNCeTloN.....YOUu 1n Am, may
cunpider Thau uhepr Army was Zulluy o1 More ruvfligssidBs vub Lol
Us vLhere 1s no disuvincuion, Il'nere w-s als0 some dissavisIacuiuvi
wiuih one Ken lieadership. There Litule cnange in atuvitude toward
the city. Tn. prestlge o Toc ariy I'eii to the ground. 1hose

1n vhe pretfectura. gOVU., .(U sUpPOrTed uiw aswy aisv LO0SL pres-
t‘lnep

k. Momi aucul the chonaulkal?

O. Tnst wad var.oUs. Sowe we.€ unwortny and the mayor removed
thnem.

E. What did the PeOple Lii UK ao-uv wuol?

Ve Tucy cuupsrated beCuuss wiifn ut them Ttney £OT nouratluils.

B, (we auv.empted to get a ,icture ot group solidarity in
nun=-war CuNNecuLed ,f'vup.. LU app@ul8 uvusau uuoi'~v i v wulll
groups. A considerap.e discussion may oe summar. eds)

PRLLIE wwiT w Leww ULLPa=Mlliluvali8u sotleuvles, LI vuv.e wauy
vuiel's, wilo) uau  wu KeopQy.cu.

B, Tia v .aZ vie €T 80T .l wus iuld.se cONTIUl measuresy

O. Thou viley WEre U.uvusSiB ue wuv Luloe lo wal aud ~€ uleé Tuu
DUnY Lu LIUURLG,. LUy woiv duwacaood .l Luo pl' wacus ol 1ivinge.
E, WOaL auvlb vue CaDillus vusugosf L. psopiec  losu Interest
lo suei vhanges. Tuer® was o cnunge in poslcy, ALY a chunKe

i - gang 1n power. Poju wae Viuy wiluyupPpUlel. I think no one
1u Nagasakl Nas auy dee icr aille (luvaf) Tney aid nuv Llke nim
much; ithey thuught him a pvor Zum lmivaviou vi HiuvicD,

pOLliulcal 8Cl, aept., of
Mr. Ukaas was gradusted Irum tugpTokyo Imperia. University
1. 19ls., He envered uviv Bumile d.upg wnolK8 i Ulle MlusuwlsBuls
DoChywsd. He 4wn® ve WO ViCe-Munager vy 1Y20, Ll 1YLy us woUK
& ull, al WU vus . ['aU svUuying pPusuL=war ¢ounaitions 1u0s uvhe
Mitsuovlsuil Uu. Buay.u .ongest .n Amer.

He 1irst wus c1€CTed Wayul' in 1Y+l aul wab ree.ecued Tuls youl
The ©.6CLiuUN Mas ue Ve & ppivVed uy uis Hulle MlNlouerl' and Lols
year the appluvar nas =u ionyk delayed vnat Mr. O, suspected
that 1T hau To pe reter.ed ou. wiue OeCUpauviuil Auvhositles,




N A
Ok UNITED STATES STRITEGIC BOMBING SURVEY
MORALE DIVISION
(Pacifiec)

Specisl Interview with Eieuke Nogiehi, Adsistant Dean of Students,
Bagasaki College of Industrial Management.

TIME: 10130 to 12100, 7 December 1945.
INTFRVIFWIR:  Mr. H. 2, English

Mr, Hegishi is currently acting as Internreter for M. G. in Nagnsaki
end was recomtended to ue by Mejor Towery as o very good observer of the
contemmorary scene. He was bora in 1890, was educated in Fnglafd from age
g to 15 ~ his father was agent in London for §.Y.7. He veturned to Japan
from 1908 to 1917, completing the middle school and the higher school., FHe
entered the Imperial University in the Literary Gollegze or Faculty hat left
without a diplome. He returned to what his father ealled 'my England' where
he took courses in Londom University and worked for %.¥.¥, Uvoon hie return
home he entered the emnloy of the Oriental Steamahip 0o, ns s passenger clerk,
then in their Tokahoma office. For & time in 1023 he worked in the fong Fomg
office. After further service in Tokyo he cams in 1925 %o Nggzasakl College
of Ind. Mgt. ns a professor of English.

fle was wounded in the strmic bowbing snd spent 1} monthe in bed, wat hie
nersonsl experlience was s1ight - he saw & f1a=h ond the nert thing he knew
he was under some. debris. ¥is wounda were & fracture and glasse cuta.

B

As his Fnglish 18 £1uent and correct the interview was in anglizh;
B, English acted &s ipterrogator but Xuroda wae nresent and oeccesionally
interposed & cuestion. There wes complete frapkness and lack of tension
thr ugh out.

¥ - ¥411 you try to shart the curve of morsle throughout the war period?

B Out students st the Hpgneakl Commeréial College were gomewhat antagoniatic
tBusrie the war as was nstursl considering thelr interesta., Muny of them
wanted to evade conmerintion as long &8 nosalble. In other higher schoole
one night find more of the patiopelistic spirit. Before the war it wes
rossible for a college student to nostpone his army service till he
finished or till he was 28 years 01d, TIuring the war this was shortened
a0 that a man could be excused only if it would be possible for him %0 be
gradnated by 243 then it wzs cut to such an extent that ne one hed exemn=
tion when his time ceme. At thie point meny of the students begen bo
voluntesr so that they might be sent into officer's tredining. Put there
ves still a great deel of unentlmsisem for the war, £ gouree there wae
no cutward show of opnosition.

can you estimate the percent?
At first as hight at 80% were wore or leea opnosed to the war bt as the

war went on the governnant's nropeganda began to take hold.

Y




B - Do ¥on think 41t was the propsgands or the course of the war?

¥ - Mostly, I think, the propagands. At least in my schoel. In other schools,
1 don't know,

E - How about the general novulatisn?

I = Oubwardly everyone was glad to go to war Tt in the family circle there
was & wigh that the war would de over, By the end of 1944 the majority
felt that all was lost,

P - ¥hat were the causea of the decline?

H - First of all, the bombing., It wae very disheartening., Horale declined
after the bembing degen this spring By leans and bounds. Of course if
one talked about 1t too openly, he would be taken in by the Kemneltsi or
Thought Centrol Police. ' :

Were there many who d1a7
- fpite a Tew,
- This the police deny.

- Home the less there were many. It was ferbidden to express doubt that
Japsn would win. The Govermment sald that the svirit was mightier than
material reseurces, DBut a garbage collector spoke up and ssid thai he
thought the countrgry wass the case, He wer arrested and severely lectured,
threatened. He %old me adout it the other day snd sald that it was 2 good
thing that Japan was defeated becsuse now & man could eay what he things.

! wes under suspicion becaunse I had 1ived in Englsend and was shadowed.
English teachers were all under suspicion and although the classes were con-
timied, the time spent on English wae cut in half. Thie enadled ue to tesch
the -ractical side of Tmglish but not to get them to apprreclate the spirit
of Tpnglish literature.

The second thing wes the food shertage. Much of this shortege was due %o
noor 4lstribtution. Hothing in Jenan waves horizantelly; everything woves
un or dowh frem the centra) sdmini-tratisn. The shortage hegan in the winter
nf '43. The ration was sed patisnally and at a minimam level,

The majority of thoze enticed ints war work were enticed by the nromlse of
extra rations,

® - D44 this make for hard feelingm?

F - Tes, 1% d1d, Workera got all sorts of ration favors. In Hegasakl there ts
really only ome company, the Mieubishi, but in other nlaces there might te
several companies and there was competition for workers by means of ration
frvors. I have heard that in Tokyo the students took advantage of this to
graft,




Ea Pidwll students have to do war work?

I - Yer, all except those phyeiceally unfit., They epent 8 hours a day, usually
in hard physieal labdor., They were supposed to have elass work beaides but
in fact they could not and did not. The Profs. juet supervieed their
sttendance and did the welfare work for the students. Thie began in July,
1944. The coll. was nearly closed.

Thuse we received a call from the Misudishi for 250 laborers, We had 230 in
the third year class, Of these 45 were nhyalocally unfit and contimued olass.
That left 198 avallable for the manpower draff. ¥We had to 1lnclude BE from
the secend year claes of 260. These 55 were rotated among the class in order
to be falr., Later the medical remirements werea so relaved that only 15

of the 3rd year students were exempt; thay were really so unfit that they
vere sent home and the 34 year claszes were absndoned.

You implied that the people were disoontantéd with the food dietributicn,
Was there talk about this? Yes, but it had to be gunarded, for fear of the
secret police.

May I say that I do not understand the way the secret police have heen
retained, They have,to be sure, been dismissed from thet buresn which has
been abollished., Iut the same men have been reemm)oyed in other nlaces,
example the regular police. This does not give confidence to the opnoaition,
Hany of us think that when the sccupation ie over, theold gang will cmme

back into power and take revenge on those who now collaborate with the
Americans. I think 1t will be twenty years before the Americens should leave.

The trouble is thet the Jopanese have been indifferent to nelitiecs. They
have bLsen forced %o follow. It will take & long time to educate them in
any other vay.

shat would you do in the way of education?
Firet I wonuld reform the orimary schoel:., That is where you have to begin.
That's why I say it would talte twenty yeors. W¥e muat show children what

demcoracy means by actuslly exnoeing them to demoeraey in the schools, not
merely talking sb-ut it.

Exeellent! “ut again how would you set about it?

Select for teachers persons who show promice of being really democratie,
Then import some American educators to train them in the weys of democratic
edneation. (This wee exranded.)

Was there any other cauee of morsle declinef

(Long pause for thought - not emberrassed or trying te cover up). There
wore too many regulatioms - thie particularly irritzted the better educated.
Then having to stend in line for houre in the wind sort of unsets the peace
of the household.




B - How the p;tpln'a $ruet in information?

N ~ At first they tended to bdelieve everything but later distrnet grew.
(I proded on thie a little but he really had no specific information.)

% - How about our propagsnds leaflets? He did not think they scoomplished
wuch,

2 - Besides radlo and newspaper propaganda, what morale control measuree were
taken?

¥ - Patriotic Socleties were formed. Keighborhood meetings were mk called and
people were urged to join, There were directives to the tonari gumi -
moet & 1ot of 1ies - which they had to pass on to the peonle, The Imperial
Mle Aesistance Soc. sent down sn order that meetings mat be opened by
Yowing to the thronme snd & prayer. If any family did not attend and conform
they would lose their ratioms and would be held up to ridicule as unnatriotie.
The seme thing was true of a family whiech was not renresented &t the ry.
station when the aehes of a soldier from that Tonari gumi were returned.
Sometimes one had something else to do but 4id not dare be abaent.

You saw quite a 1ittle of the industrial 1ife of this city. 'hat was the
manpower situation? I am {nterested in the human side of 1t and in the
naterial a& it bears on the human, Tseke the lack of materials; of course
that cuts down produetion., Put vhat of ite indirect effects? 'ere there
any? (This direetive probe wae only to get him stnrtnd.)

Yew, it d1d. The men conld rnot do thelr beat and acoomplish things as

they wanted to do. %o they grumbled againat the mansgement. {There was
ekip here in ¥'s thinking - not in my notes.)

There were supervieors in the factory whe had the authority to beat workers
who seemed 1dle or not to be e<erting themselvea. They did too, and in a
few cases they best men to death,

Wos there any deliderate aleowdown?

S~ms.

¥hy?

Inborn latiness, I guess, Of course many of these men were drafted from
fsr off places end came sgninat their will. Aleo they got homeelelk. Then
the cenditions in the dormitories were very %ad - insanitary and verminoua.
Some of the student workers sald that they were working only to make the
Mieublsht fatter. I don't knov how general such feeling was - it could
only be erpressed to one in whem you had complete confidence. There were
pleinclothesnen in the factories and even in the night schools,




\. Oms of our professors of economics was complained oF by such an agent and
he was put in prison for three months, dismissed from his post and exiled
to northern Xorea. He expressed some sympathy with communiam.

E - (Endeavered to get the matter of freely organised groups other than the
patriotic and war effort societies.)

B - These do not exist. No soclety can exist unless the government wishes it,

E - 1 understood 1t must have govermment permission Wt -

§ - No, uot merely that. Since the war, snly if the government set up the
society can it exist at all. No merely private soclety can exist at all.
If you were to try %o organize a small debating society, your recuest
would be deried and you would be under suspicion.

Mr. H. stayed to share a c-ration lunch with us and during the lunch
explained that the students worked for 60 yen a month. I incuired why they
d1d not get jobs as reguler workers at much higher pay. First they worked
only 8 hours. Second they d1d not wish to resign from the college am 1t
wvas #0 hard to get in. Third they kept out of the army a 14t'le longer. Of
the 60 yen wages -~ which was net by the Tokyo government for the entire
eountry - 40 yen went to school tuition and expenses, compul eory savings
and the 1ike sc that the take home wage was 20 yen a month. :
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pecial Interview wiun Elsuke Negisnl

1
;"“ : Assist, Dean oi BStudenus, Nagasaxl —C, 7/!5/6‘
I
Coiriege o1 fudustriel Management, SO 2 -
Mr. Negishi 1s currently acting as Interpreter tor M.G.
in Negasaki and was recommended to us vy Major Lowery as
as very good boserver of the contemporary scene, He was born
in 1890 ppt was educated in England from age © to 15 - nls
father was agent in London for N.,Y.K. He returned to Japan
from 1905 to 1917, completing the middle school and the
high-er school., He entered the Imperial University in tne
Literary College or Faculty bui lefv wiuvhiouuw a udiploma. He
returned to what hls father called 'my Emgland' wnere ne took
courses in lLondon University and worked for N.YK. Upon his re-
turn home he entered the employ of the Oriental Steamship Co.
as a passenger clerk, then in their Yokahoma office. For atime
in 1923 ne worked in the Hong Kong office. "After rfurtner ser=
vice in Tokyo he came in 1925 to Nagasaki College of Ind. Mgt.
as a professor of English.

He was wounded in the atomic bonbing and spent 1# monthsa
in ped, but his personal experience was slight =« he saw a
flash end the next thing he knew he was under s-me debris.

His wounds were a fracture and glass cuts..

As hls Engiish 1s fluent and correct the interview was
in English; H., B.English actea as interrogator but Kuroda was
present and occaslonally interposed a question., There was
complete rrankness and lack of tension throughout,

E. wili you try to chart the curve oif morale throughout
the war period?

N. Our students at ivhe Nagasakil Commerclal Coilege were
somewhat antagonistic towards the war as was natural consider-
ing their interests, Many ot them wanted to evade conscription
as iong es possible. In other higher scnools one might tind
more of the nationalistic spirit. Before the war 1t was
possible for a college student to postpone his army service
t111 ne finished -or till he was 28 years 0ld. During the war
thls was shortened so that a man could be excused only if it
would be possible for him uo ve graduated by 24; then 1t was
cut to such an extent th-at no one had exemption when nls time
came., At this point many of the students began to voiu nteer
80 that they might be sent int» officer's training. But there
wag 8tlll a great deal of unenthusiasm for the war. Of course
there was no outward show of opposition.

E. Can you estimate the %?

N. At rirst as high as 80% were more or lLess opposed to

the war put as the war went on the government's propagandg
began to t¥ke noid,

E. Do think it was the propaganda or the course of the war?

N. Mostly, I think, the propaganda. At lLeast in my school,
In otner schools, I don't know,

E. How about the generali population?

N. Outwardly everyone was glad to g0 to war but in the fam=-
ly circlie there was a wish that the war wouid be over. By the
end or 1944 the majority telt that all was lost.

E. What were the causes of the decline,
N. First ot all,
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tne bombing, It was very disheartening. - Morale declined
after the b mbing began thls spring by laps and bou nds,

Of course 1f one talked about 1u tvoo openly, he would be
taken in by the Kempei-tal or Thought Control Police..

E,' Were there many wno didgr

N. Quite a fTew,

E. Thlis the police deny.

N. None the less there were many. It was forbidden to
express doupt that Japan woulrd win., The Government said that
the s 'irit was mightler uvhan material resources., But a
garbage collector spoke up and sald that he thought the contrg
ary was the case. He was arrested and severely lectured,
threatened. He told me about it the other day and said that.
it was a good thing that Japan was defeated because now a
_man could say what ne thinks, I was under suspiclon pecause
I nad lived in England and was shadowed. Engiisn teachers
were all under suspicion and althouzh the classes were con-
tinued, the time spent on English was cut in nalf, 7This
enabled us to teach the practical side ot English put not to
get them uvo appreclated the spirit of English Lit.

The secund utning was the tood shortage., Much of this
shortage was aue tu poor distribution. Nothing is Japan moves
hori»antaily; everything moves up or down irom the central
administration, The shortage began in the winter or '43,

. The ration was set nationally and at a m inimum lievel

Tne ma Jority of' those enticed into war work were enticed
by the promise of extra rations.

E. Did this make Ior nard teelings?

N. - Yes 1t did. Workers got all soruts or ration ravors.
In Nagasaki there is really only one company, the Misubishi
but in otner olaces there might be severa. companies and there
was competitian for workers by means of ration travors. I have
heard that in Tokyo the students took ad vantage of this to
gratt, $

E, Did all student 8 nhave Lo do war work?

N. Yes all except those physically unfit, They spent 8 hrs
a aay, usually in hard physica' labor. They were supposed to
have elass work besides put in raet they couid not and did not,
'ne rrors, Just supervised their avuiendance and did the welfap
work for the students. This began in July, 1944, 1Tne coll,
was nearly closed,

Thus we recelved a cailL from the Misubishi 1or 250 laborers,
We had 230 in the third year class., Of these 45 were physical-
ly unfit and contlnued class. That Left 195 avallable ror the
manpower draft, We had to inciude 55 from the 2d year class
of 200, These 55 were prpr rot-ted among the ¢iass in order to
be ralr, Later the medical regirements were so relaxed that
only 15 ot the 5rd year students were exempt; they were
really so unfit th-t they were sent nome and the 5d yerr ciasses
were abandonned,

E. You impiled that the people were discontented with the
food distribution. Was there taix about uvnis? Yes, but it
had to oe guarded, for fear of the secret police.

t May T say that I do not undersvand the way the secret
potice have peen retailned. They nhave 1o be sure been dismissed
from that bureau wnicn nas peen apoiisued. But the same men

have peen reempioyed iu ouner places, example tne regualr
police. Thls does not give confidence uto vhe opposition,.
Many of us think that wnen the occupation 18 pvew
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is over, tne old gang wiil come back into powerand take revenge
on those wno now collaborate with the Americans, I tnink it
will be twenty years before the Americans should le ave,

The trouble 1s that the Japaneseg nave been indifferent

- to politics., They have been forced to tollow. It will uake
a long time to educate thnem in any other way.

E. What would you do in tne way oI educatlon?

N, First I would retorm tne primary schools., That 1s
where you have to begin. That's wny I say it woula take
twenty years. We mustu show children ‘wnat democracy means oy
acutually exposing ihem 1o democracy in the schools, not merely
taiking about it, ‘

E. Excellent! But again how would you set about 1t"

N, Select 1Oor teachers persons wno show promise oI belng
really democratic., Then import some American educators to tra ;
train them in the ways or democratlc education. (This was expanded, )

E. Was there any other cause ot morale decline?

N. (Long pause ror thought = not embarrassed or trying to
cover up). There were too many regulstions - this particular-
ly irritated the petuer educated. Then havéng to stand in line
Ior hours in the wind sort of u nsets the peace oI tne nousehold,

E. How the people's trust in intormation?

N. At rirst they tended 1o belleve everything but iater
distrust grew. (I probed on tnis a little but ne really nad
no scecitie informati-n,)

E. How apbout our propaganda leatlets? He did not think they
accomplished much,

E. Besldes radiom and newsoaper propaganda, wnac morale
control measures were taken?

N. Patriotic Societies were tormed. Neighbornood meetings
were cslied and people were urged to join. There were directi=
ives to the tonari gumi - most a 1ot of lies - whicn chey had
to pas s on to the people, The Imperial Rule Assistance Soc,
sent down an order tnat meetings must be opencned by bowing
to the throne and a prayer. If any tamiliy did not attend and
coniorm ihney would lose their rations and would be neld up to
ridticule -as unpatriotiec. ''he same thing was true of a fam-
1ly which was not represented at the ry. station wnen the ashes
ot a soldier trom thnat lonari guml were returned. Sometimes
one ned s-mething ekse to do but did notu dare be absent.

E. You saw quite a littie of tne industrial lite ot this
city. What was the manpower situation? I am interested in ¢t
the human side or it and in the material as it bears on tne hu-
man, Take tne lack ot materials; or course that cuts down
production. But what or 1ts indirect efiects? Were there any?
(This directive probe was only to get him started, )

N. Yes, 1t did, The men could not do their best and ac=-
complish things as tvhney wanted uvo do. So they grumbled against
the management. (There was skip here in N's tninking - not
in my notes,)

'nere were supervisors in the ractory who had the authority
to beat worrers who seemed idle or not wo be exerting themselves,
They did too, and ‘in a tew cases they beat men to death.

E. Was there any delilberave slowdown?

N. Some, E. Wny? N. Inborn laziness, I guess, Ot course
many o1 these men were drafted from 1ar orf places and came
against uvheir will, Also they got nomesick. Then une condiuvions,
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in the dormitories were very bad - insanitary snd verminous.
Some of the student workers sald that they were working only
to make the Misubishi fatter. I don't know how general

such teeling was - 1t could only be expressed to one in whom
you had complete confidence., There were plainclothesmen in

the factories snd even in -the night 8schoog.

One of our professors of economlcs was complained of by such
an agent and he was put in prison fror tharee months, dismissed
trom nis post and exiied to nortnern Korea. He expressed some
sympathy with communis m,

E. (Endeavored to get tne matter or freely organized
groups other then the patriotic and war effort socleties.)

N, Tnese do not exist. No society can e Xxist uniess the
government wishes 1T.

£. I understood 1t must have govennment permission but -

N. No, not merely that. ‘8ince the war, only 1I the gov.
set up the society can 1t exist at all. No merely priva.te
goclety can exist at all. It you were to try to organise
a smeli debating soclety, your request would be denied and
you would be under suspiclon..

. Mr. N, stayed to share aC-ration iunch with us and during
tne lunch explained that tne students worxed 1or oOyen a month.
T inquired why tney did not get jobs as regular workers at’
much nigher pay. First they w?rked only 8% nrs. Second they
did not wish to resign trrom uhe coilege as 1t was 80 nard to
get in., Third they kept out -of the army a llttle ionger.

Of the 60 yen wages - which was set by the Tokyo government
for the entire vcountry - 40 yen went to school tultlion and
expenses, compulsory sav:ngs and the like so that the takehome
wage was 20 yen a month.
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UNITED STATES STRATEGIC BOMBINB SURVEY

MORALE DIVISION
(Pacific)

Special Interview with Dr. Byoshi Takese, Professor of Psychiatry,
Nagasaki Medical College.

Contact with Prof. Takese had previously been made through
Prof. Baba of the N, Commerddal College. Takese 1s living in a
village about ten mlles from Isahaya, more than twenty from
Nagasaki, to which he commutes by train., The interview took place
in his home, a very superior village home but inferior to what he
would have had in N, (He had been forced to move from his rented
house in N, by a strategmj this was fortunate since the house was
destroyed in the atomic bombing.)

Interrogator: H. B. English

Interpreters Andrew Kuroda

Also present during most of the interview and participating in it
freely was Mrs., Takese,

Date: 1 December 1945

The interview will not be reported in the form of question and
answerj few notes were taken and every effort was made to keep 1t on
the level of informality - in the main successfully. However the
interview was structured in much the usual fashionfor special
interviews.

Dr, Takese said that the scientists of Japan knew from the
beginning that it was hopeless to war with America, Their only
concern was to be ready to die with their families. Most people
were elated at first with the early victories but even then there
were some - probably many - who realized the hopelessness of the
conflict, As mmm long as the victories rolled in the people were
willing to tighten their belts but when things went ageinst them,
their willingness to put out and to sacrifice declined. This began
with Guadalcanal and inecreased with Merienas campaign. The required
sacrifices became greater and the shortage of food helped to make
them pessimistic. It 1s a part of the Japanese character, however,
to fight on even literally to the death. Takese thinks and believes
his view iz shared by others that Japan did enough in the war that
it need not be ashamed. Now nearly everyone realizes that their
previous ignorance of America was profound; most of them think that
the shaking up as a result of defeat may prove a good thing. Cer-
tainly this is the attitude of the intelligencia but it goes up
and down the social groups pretty generally.

At this point Mrs. Takese joined us., She was one of the
fice-presidents of the Nagasaki Women's Association. She confirmed
her husband's statement that the women began to slacken in
enthusiasm as the war went badly, though she believed that the
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women were more solidly committed than the men. She explained the
Women's Assn, It was fusion of two national groups, one primarily
patriotic, the other a sort of civilian defense outfit. The
national president was some very high noblewoman. They prepared
comfort kits for the soldiers, tried to promote farm production,
maintained nurseries for the children of working women, In June

of this year the Assn. was disbanded on the grounds that women
should be tending to their homes and the education of their children.

Prof. Takese added that the drafted manpowers was supposed to
have become much less efficient.

The question of the war's objectives was raised., First what

did the people think they were. They did not think, They were just
plunged into war, willy nilly., Few saw it coming and they were not
at all econsulted. They were already tired out by the Chinese war
and apprehensive of the outcome. Taking on America too seemed like
too much. Had the people been consulted they would have undoubtedly
said no, This was particularly true in Nagasaki which has been so
much helped by American Missionary Schools, There was very little
hostility to the Americans even during the war, And when the
American planes went over N. on the way of Omura and did not bomd
N. many of the common people thought it was because of the
traditional bonds between N. and America.

E. suggested that apparently the apathy thus described
evidently gave way to some enthusliasm for the Tojo co-prosperity
sphere idea, How much so and how was it done? Well the people
did not want war but when they were in it they tried to understand
what 1t was supposed to be all about. Intellectuals tried to
understand it first and then to help the common people understand.
It was really quite an increase in cultural standard. The idea of
co-prosperity eventually took hold. It continued to be pretty
firmly held until the end, Now, however, it is Just never men=-
tioned = people seem to have forgotten all about it.

As to the machinery of morale control, there were public
meetings, newsreels, propaganda in the schools (some of it aimed
at the parents), ana Ken directives which were passed on through
the Tonari gumi. (E. had previously mentioned the press and the
radio.) Of them all, T. believed the newsreel most effective.

People resented the police control of rationing, did not
consider it fair. The work of the tonari guml was on the whole

good,

E. asked whether the Tonari guml might become an instrumentalilty
for democraey. T. replied that it was already a good example of
simple democraey. Mrs. T. said it promoted neighborliness and
threw the rich and poor together (especially true in Japan where
rich and poor live cheek by jowl H.B.,E.,) And things were much
more effective when they were discussed. This talking things over
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is a peculiarly Japanese trait. (I think something was lost in
translation hnrei they mean some sort of peculiar sort of talking
things out, I belleve)., E. agreed with all this but pointed out

that the tonari gumi mainly served to pass on orders from above.

It might be a democratic instrument but it was for undemocratic
purposes, Could the flow be reversed, let the tonari gumi serve

more as the basic unit in poliecy making. T. agreed. A rather long
discussion of Democracy followed., Both R's felt that there was very
little understanding of democracy. T. thinks that the movies may be a
powerful force in its development,

E. asked about the schools, Both were emphatic that the schools
were undemocratic in matter and method., There are some changes in
the content already under way but the change in the temper of the
schools will take a long time, E. raised the question of the
family pattern. The R's agreed that this was of crucial importance.
Japanese parents love their children but after they are very little
do not know how to show it. They bhegin to demand absolute obedience.
This 1s the very key of Japanese famlily life., Mrs, T, said that in
her judgment Japen lost the war because there was not enough love
in the Japanese national 1life. In America a father can be a pal
with his sons but never in Japan. The admiring crowd of farm
children who stood in front of the big open wall of the room in
which the talk proceeded (with the temperature not much above 40
degrees F.) was cormented on and T. pointed proudly to his motion
picture equipment with which he entertains the children as proof
of his own fondness for children,

Discussion then turned to the attitude of the Japanese toward
Apericans, Mr. T. and to a less extent Mrs. T, could not free them-
selves from the bonds of their own attitudes. They do not believe
that Japanese people ever came to hate Americans or that the
attitude fell very greatly during the war, E. ventured politely
to insist that they were talking of the better educated clasces
and they with equal politeness implied that E, had been talking
to too many uneducated ones. As a compromise it was agreed that
the attitude spurted up after the occupation. T. belleves there
will continue to be a great revival of pro-American everything.

I think he implied that the Japanese are suckers for the winner.

Finally we raised the question of the Emperor. T. agreed other
R's that the people venerate the Emperor and want him to remain,
They have not thought beyond that. They will accept any program
whieh leaves him a position of reverence.

Somewhere along the line, lrs, T. brought up the position of women
and believed that there is a great movement toward a better position.
It was the conventional position, but obviously well thought out

and sincere.
" I get the impression of a man who is not peculiarly sensitive

to the currents of opinion in his own country. He 18 a sincere
moderate, but not an active one. Like most of the intelligencila




he does not seem to sense his own responsibility. 8houd another ‘{l!‘
eome it would again be & case of shikatanemai. Mrs. T. is probably
more vigorous than he and he obviously depends upon her judgment a
great deal. (That in Japan!)
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USITED STATES STRATRGIC BOMBING SURVEY W
MORALE DIMBION -
(Pacific)
Interview With The Ken Police Officials Nakagasaki Ken.
INTERROGATOR: H., B. English (E)

Interpretor: Harry Fox (F)

Respondents: The Assistant Chief of Police, The Superintendent of Police
in Charge of Plain Clothes Work, and The Chief of Police.

Our appointment with the Chief was for 16 hours tut we finished our
other appointments at the prefecture by 1430 and decided to see whether
the Chief oould not push up the hour. We Sound the Assistant availadle
and began the interview with him. The other respondents enter as
indicated.

Date: 30 November 1945.

E -~ We are interested in iurning the effect of the war upon the general
morale of the people of Japan. Will you tell us what You think?

Mr. Yoshimatsu Tagaway Assistant Chief of the Keisatsubu: All feel
that the leaders made a serious mistake.

Ve want to know the state of morale during the war.
Bveryone thought that we were going to win,

We would like you to chart the curve of confidence in winning from the
beginning to the end of the war, typing changes to various events.

From the beginning to the end, everyone including myself, was perfectly
confident that we should win in the end. There was no change in this
right up to the end.

Not even after the atomic bomb hit Nagasaki? (This direct questien
was the product of my astonishment at such & stupid lie.)

Of course after the bomb it did seem doubtful.
(Vo decided that we would get nothing but the official line from this

respondent, who was obviously nervous and evasive; and turned there-
fore to "safer" topics.)

Will you tell us vhat measures were taken to maintain public morale?

T ~ The government did everything possible to encourage it.




What sorts of things?

The answer amounted to repeating "everything possible”.

Were there public meetings or rallies?
No,

At this point we were joined by Mr. T. Toyoshima, Chief of the section
of criminal affeirs. He had been asked by the Chief to be with him when
ve discussed the background report which the Chief had been asked to
make.

E - Suppose we turn to negative activities in support of morale. Vhat was
done when someone talked in favor of a compromise peace?

Toyoshima: If anyone had, it womld be the responeibility of the military
police. But no sach thing happened, posi¥ively nothing of the kind at
at all.

E - Suppose a workman in a factory talked aleng such lines in a cormer to
his associates?

Toyoshima: There were agents of the secret police in the factories but
absolutely nothing of the sort ever occurred.

B - How about the control of rumors?

Toyoshima: That would indeed be in the province of the Keisatsu (civil
police) but there was none - none at all.

E - Bow about the Koreana?

Toyoshima: They made no trouble at all - they did net even spread rumors.

E - Were there new police regulations with the war?

Toyoshima: Yes, there were many from the central government. For the
most part they were covered by the general regulation to do nothing
whichk would interfere with the prosecution of the war. We were short-
handed in the police department and they made us a lot of trouble tmt
it was mostly paperwork. The people obeyed the regulations but we had
a lot of work to see that everyone became acquainted with them and to
make many new reports. But there was no difficulty in enforcement.

E = Were there any public sports spectacles, whether commercial or not?

Toyoshima: No, they were prohibited after the war began.




At this time the Chief of Pelice came, much to our relief, since
it was clear that we should get nothing unzeful from this pair of
underlings. Mr. Tagawa bowed himself out with obvious relief and Mr,
Toyoshima henceforth contented himself with a watchful silence.

B - (Same question to open as was given to Tagaway)

Mr, Katsumi Mikawa, Chief of Police, Nagasaki Prefecture: I am only
recently come to the Police Burean = only about one month in this
office. Previously I have been in other civil service positions.
(There was a long preliminary talk in which it developed that Mr.
Mikawa had been, during the war, Asst. Chief of the Section of Public
and Social Affairs in the Home Affairs Ministry - translation on this
point not quite clear tut his curriculum vitee will be attached. Mr.
English therefore courtecusly cut short this recital.)

(contimming) I was closely connected with the problem of mobilizing
manpower for war work, At first it was very easy to get volunteers.
You had only to anncunce that you needed a thousand men and you

would soon have at least 9500. This was the case during the first year
of the war. The next year there were great difficulties in modilizing
for war industry. People began to think and to complain that the
officlale were arbitrary and asked too much. It was partly a matter of
menpower shortage as many young men went off to war and war industry
rose. The point is that the people no longer readily accepted the
necessery hardships tat complained. Beginning this yeer the difficulties
were reslly quite tremendous. People objected and downright refused
to work in the coal mines where there was a serious shortage.

Friction also developed becamse the military who were in charge of air-
plane production refused to release men for the mines, despite the
urgent need. As a total result, during this year the manpower mobiliza~
tion was not good. All of this bears on the question of morale. The
people's refusel showed that their spirit had changed. Two year's ago
they would have gladly volunteered.

Can you explain the change?

The pecple thought that we were too hard on them.

But formerly they did not think so., Why the change?

From the time of the Mariannes campalgn they were not so sure of
winning. They doubted the government propdganda. Hence the change
in attitude towards the manpower mobilization.

Will you discuss the degree to which the people were committed to the
objectives of the war. First what did they think they were?

The G.B.A, co-prosperity sphere. The government stage a Imge propaganda
campaign and the public was completely sold on 1t. Very completely!

Was thies true of all classes?
- 3 -
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M ~ Well a few so=called internationalists - they were really very few
indeed - dissented. Certainly all officials were with it save for
a very few whose dissent was mxmk extremely private.

E - How 414 the government sell this idea?

¥ _ 0of course the papers were full of it. News, articles, editorials.
The Premier made talks over the radie. I ought to add that most of
the people did not yet realize that there was serious prospect of
trouble with America.

Let me go back to my statement about general conditions. I neglected
to state that the worsening in living conditions particularly food had
a lot to do with the weakening of morale. This change came gradually.

E -~ How about changee in committment te the purposees of the war as time went on?

M - The suffering and discomforts of the war period gradually weakened
their sense of committment - they began to think more and more of their
own welfare, Yet even though they lost their spirit, very few changed
their opinion as to the desirability of the objectives.

E - You have already implied something about the people's confidence in
their lesders. Will you spesk more on this point? (F in interpreting
spoke of Tojo tlme structuring the reply.)

M « Tojo was illolized almost as a god at the beginning of the war. As the
war went badly, people lost faith in him, The hardships endured also
lessened faith in all leaders.

B - The morale was hight at first; what means were used to effect this?
We know about the newspaper campaign. What other means were used?

M - It is not mainly a matter of the means. Deeply embedded in the Japanese
spirit is the will to follow the leaders as they work for the national
good. All that was necessary was to have the people know that this was
their country's program and they would enthusiastically set to work on
ot. I must emphasize then that it is not mainly a matter of any par-
ticular means but of utilizing something very strong in our national
1ife. It did not have to be created. However there were some other
things. There was the fact of the thought police. They took in any
critics. There were not many.

"~ Then there was the newspaper - in the field of the means of morale
contrel this is the most important. One thing here. If any person
in any way gave voice to dubious views or even slightly obstructed
the war effort, he was held up to scorn in the papers. This was a very
strong factor,
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Did the Tonari Gumi play any part?

Yes, they were used to distribtuteproncuncements - an important part
in dissemination of what the peocple were to do and think.

Bt When were they organised?

Before the war, in about Sowa 4 or 6.

What 1s the present state of morale?

Resignation. There is no help for it. The people now recognize that
the war purposes were futile.

You speak of them as fulile; do you mean that they now feel that the
purposes were futile or that they were impossible of attainment by war?

Both. Yes, I think I mean both, Certainly they now recognize on all
hands that it was a great mistake to go .against a great country 1like
America. The attitude of the pecple toward the Americans (and the
soldiers) is one of respect and appreciation. The government had told
them that when the americans marched in civilians would be massacred and
raped but now they find the scldiers on the contrary most friendly.

On the other hend, there is a lot being said about adopting American
democracy but I think the people are more interested in food and other
living conditions.

At the time of the surrender, the people were more or less stunned;
how do they feel now?

The feelings of fear lasted until the occupation actually began. Fow
the people feel more secure. They were alao fearful about the Emperor -
even more than for themselves., Now they think that the Emperor will be
allowed to remain.

Anyone can easily find out that the Japanese people venerate the Emperor.
Put it 1s not easy to learn what they conceive his role to be. I think
they cannot verbalize their attitude. Can you do it for them?

The average person in Japen is politically fl11iterate. They simply
havn't thought that far. Nor has it been discussed in the papers.
There is just one thing in their feeling - they want the power taken
from the military and given back to the Emperor. (I do mot think that
this is quite what he meant; perhaps not quite what he said. He was
mainly objecting to the militerists, not thinking of increasing the
Emperor's prerogatives, Yet thet may be part of it. B.E.)

Wae there any increase in freak religions, etc? Any new prophets, etc.?
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M - No. There has been some increase or revival of interest in
Ohristianity since the end. Aside from the nmational religion, there
is no very great religiosity in Japan,

E - What about the .&mericunnleaﬂeu‘l'

M - At the first, they actually stimlated Japanese morale. Those which
predicted which city would be bombed next wscre, on the other hand,
vory effective.

I - How about the others? Ve have our theories and would like to compare
them with yours,

M - I sav only a few and don't remember them well. I never took them very
seriously and most people did not.

E - How about the radio?
M - The rules against listening were too strict. I did not listen.
E - Were not the officials allowed to listen?

M - No, they were particularly enjoined not to. Some of the soldiers heard
broadcasts and bdrought home reports. Short wave sets were collected
shortly after the beginning of the war.

At this point English drought the interview ostensibly to a close, had
his thanks expressed and started to rise. As an ostensible afterthought,
he said:t "I should like you to indulge in a little prophesy. This, I think
is the curve of Japanese attitude toward the Americans and things American.
(I drew a simple line showing a drop as we approached Pearl Harbor Day, then
& precipitous drop during the war and up to the atom bomb and the surrender.
Then I skipped the line but indicated a point qite high, almost up to the
pre-war level to indicete the present attitude. Both the officials were
rather visibly impressed; and of course they expressed complete agreement.)
Vhere will the lire go from now on? Mr. M, wes a bit reluctant tut said that
ke feared it would go down. Times will be hard and people will blame the
occupation. He is sorry but he thinks it inevitable.

Mr. M, then expressed a desire that we convey to the Occupation Authorities
his opinion that 1t is of the greatest importance to curd sex offenses on the
part of soldiers. He knows that this is a difficult matter. But it ie vital
to the contimmance of really good feeling. i

The interview was closed at 1630, Before leaving, Mr. English told Mr,
M. that he believe he had the most reslistic appraisal of public attitudes
of any one he hed talked with. This was said mainly for the benefit of Mr.
Toyoshima that he might see that the Americans were not taken in my the stupid
lies of the police. Mr. M. is a typical bureesucrat, perhape, but has not yet
learned to be a police bureauncrat.
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UNITED STATES STRATEGIC BOMBING SURVEY &3
MORALE DIVISION
(Pacific)

(Speetal Interview with Mr. Takejiro Nishicka.

Nakasaki, 16 November 1945. Began 1346, end 1610.

Interrogator: H. B. English,

Interpreter: Andrew Kuroda.

Also present: Lt. Comdr, Henry Taylor and Lt. (Jg) Lefko of the USSBS
regional G-2.

Mr. Nishioka's career is outlined in the appended document which seems
to bring him up to about 1942. Since then he has been under arrest and was
exonerated. He resumed the direction of the N. Newspaper about ten month's

ago.

A1l direct questions are by E. - certain questions by Taylor were put
after B. had concluded and are not here reported. Interpreter explained
Mr, English's mission as prescribed in the direction for special interviews
and directly interpreted the nature of morale as understood by the Survey.

E - Plesese ask Mr. N, to tell us alvut the attitude of the people during
the war. For example, will he deal with the guestion of their confidence

in Japan's abillty to win.

(Mr. N. had speech which required utterance; he 1s a parliamentarian )
By means of propaganda, & mejority of the people of Japan were led to
support the war policy of the government. However, they were not
unanimous., It is a conservative estimate that 18 million persons out
of 75 milllon did not support Tojo. The intellectuals were qui te
unanimous in their dissaproval but were powerless. Tojo gathered the
like-minded of the Diet together into the Imperial Assistance Party

and dissolved the Diet. Trememdous pressure was exercised by the police
in favor of the recommended candidates.

Did the majority favoring the war change as the war went on,

May I take things in my own erder? (Here followed a somewhat involved
description of the organizational activities of the Imperial Assistance
Party, especially of General Abe 'Who is now in prison! - said with
mch satisfaction - in organising youth groups.) All persons who did
not agree with Tojo were branded as pro-British and pro-American,
unpatriotic. This was officially done by the police who called in the
heads of the Heighborhood Asseciations and made them swear before the
gods to oppose the non~recommeanded candidates, Still about 3 million
votes wers polled by such candidates.

Government commniques magnified victories and minimized setbacks and
defeats. Newspapers were very closely censgred. My newspaper, founded
in 1925 as the Nagasaki Democrat, had 60% of the circulation in the

Ken as against for the other 14 papers combined. As a paper
conservation measure, all were ordered merged. To prevent me from
being made president as was my due, the government threw me into Jail
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on trumped up charges and while I was there madipulated the circulation
figures, Vhen I was vindicated and released, I was forbidden to even
go near the Nagasaki Shimbun, the new merged paper, though I owned 43%
of the property. Only ten months age was I able to resume direction of
my property. This is typical of the situation all ever Japan.

Vas there any change in asentiment from Tojols 4-to-l majority as the
war wore on!?

There was little change among the common people; they had no means of
learning about what was going on. The middle classes began to wake up
from adout the middle of the war on., If there had only been a free
press for just one day, the peoplke would have the attitude they now
have. Toward the end, however, even the common people cooperated less
well with the government. Doubts were fairly common among the middle
group frem Saipan on, certainty of defeat frem Okinawa on.

How did the people feel about the leadere who followed Tojo's fall?

They rejoiced more at the departure of a bad one than at the coming of
someone they trusted.

Why did Tojo fall?

Living conditions were very bad, people were losing relatives, the
conviction that the war must be going dbadly gained grouned all the
time. The intellectuals were quietly active in starting the view and
it spread gradually to all.

E - You have answered us in terms of the people's confidence in their leader-
ship; will you deal please with their belief in the purposes of the
Greater East Asia war,

-
N - Tojo spread abroad the slogan of emancipatien of Asiatics from white

| supremeacy or rather slavery. This the people accepted. There was
mch talk about the brutal imperialism of G. B. and America. Alse

! there was propaganda to the effect that the control of S. E. Asia by
the western powers meant the economic strangulatiocn of J’apan._) Most
accepted this theory, tut mot the intellectuals. Slowly there came

a change. Stories began to spread about the very bad way the soldiers
and the commanders acted in conquered territories. Thus the idealism
was not trusted so much, But moast contimued to believe in Japan's
cause till the end. )

I failed to speek earlier of the effect of the bombing. There was

mch propaganda about a new weapon with which to attack the U. 8.

Then the B-29's began to destroy the cities, At first there was good
interception. When that failed, the people lost heart. The communiques
as always minimized the damage but it could not be hidden. People saw
with their own eyes that what the papers were forced to print was only

1/10th the truth.
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People began to write anonymous letters to the papers and ask why the
trath about such and such a raid was not told. We got thousands of
them.

Can we get some of those letters? Do you have some?

Fo, all of ours were turned when our plant was destroyed by the atomic
domb,

Do you have any suggestions as to courageous editors who might have
preserved some of these letters? (Not answered.)

It was the same with the radioc as with the papers - they were very clesely
controlled,

Let me change to another aspect of morale. We are interested in greup
solidarity - not merely in respect te war activities but all kinds of
groups. Was there any change during the wart

(A rather long statement which came to the effect that as war confidence
decreases group solidarity breaks down.)

Any concrete instances?

The allied POW's at work for the shipyards noticed a elewing up in
Japanese workers; they became clock watchers,

Vhen was this?

I can't date 1it.

How about the American propagandal

Some of it was pretty clever, most of it was quite bad. The best was

an sppeal which was based on a Japanese classic story which is mch
beloved by the commonpeople - about a cat who assumed human features

and was finally detected,

I am going to Tokyo next week and would like to see someone on General
MacArthur's staff.

Commander Taylor could make no committment btut would see what could be
done.

SUMMARY: There ie no question of the sincerity ef Mr. N. but he impressed
me as & man who sees everything through the eyes of an"official line" -

a line which we are apt to find very congenial, but which may not coincide
too well with facte. He never missed an opportunity to excuse the

intelligentsia,
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Nakasaki, Nov.16, 1945. Began 1345, ended 1610.
Interogator: H.B. English. Interpreter:Andrew Kuroda.
Also present: Lt. Comdr. Henry Taylor and Lt. (jgs)

of the USSBS regional G=2.

Mr: Nishioka's career 1s outlined in the appended document
which seems to bring him up to about 1942. Since then he has
been under arrest and was exonerated. He-resumed the directi-
on of the N. Newspaper about ten month's ago.

All direct questions are by E. - certain questlonsby Taylor
were put after E. had concluded and are not here reported.
Interpreter explained Mr. English's mission as prescribed

in the direction for special interviews and directly interpreted
the nature of morale as understood by the Survey.

E. Please ask Mr. N. to tell us about the attitude of

the people during the war. For example; will he deal with the:
question of their confidence in Japan's ability to win.

N. (Mr. N. had speech which required utterancej he 18 a
parliamentarian). By 'meens of propaganda, a majority of the
people of Japan were led to support the war policy of the

government. However, they were not unanimous. It 1s a conser-
vative estimate that 18 million persons out of 75 milllon

did not suppcert Tojo. The intellectuals were quite unanimous

in their dissaproval but were powerless. TojJo gathered the:
like-minded of the Diet together into the Imperial Assistance
Party and dissolved the Diet. Tremendous pressure was exerclsed
by the police in favor of the recommended candidates.

E. Did the majority favoring the waf” change as the war went on.

N. May I take things in my own order? (Here followed a some-
what involved description of the organizational activ}ties of
the Imp. Assistance Party, especially of Géneral Abe==Who 1is

now in prison' - said with much satisfaction - 1n organising
youth groups.) All persons who did not agree with ToJo were
branded as pro-British and pro-American, unpatriotic. This

was officially done by the police-who called in the heads of

the Nelghborhood Assns. and made them swear before the gods

to oppose the non-recommended candidates. Still about 3 millicn
votes were polled by such cand idates.

Government communiques magnified victories and minimized
setbacks and defeat®. News papers were very closely censured.
My newspaper, founded in 1925 as the Nagasakl Democrat, had
60% of the circulation in the ken as against 40§ for the othe r
14 papers combined. As a paper conservation measure, all were
merged. To prevent me from being made presldent as was my
dug,the govt: threw me into jail on trumped up charges and while
I was there manipulated the circulation figures. When I was
vindicated and released, I wae forbiddedn to even go near the
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Nagasaki Shimbum,,tho I owne 43% of the property. Only
ten months ago weld B able to resume direction of n¥&/property .
This 1s typlcal of the sltuation all over Japan.

E. Wae there-any change in sentiment from Tojo's 4-to-1
mejority as the war wore on?

N. There was little change among the common people; they had

no means of learning about what was going om. The middle:classes
began to wake up from about the middle of the warw on. If there
had only been a free press for Just one-day; the people would
have the attitude they now have. Toward the end, however, even
the common people cooperated less well with the govt. Doubts
were fairly comm-n amoung the middle group from Salpan on, ce: -
tainty Bf defeat from Oklnawa on..

Eo. How did the people feel about the leaders who followed
To)d% fald]

N. They rejolced more at the departure of & bad one than at
the coming of someone they trusted.

E. Why did Tojo fall?

N. Living condifions were very bad, people were losing
relatives, the conviction that the war must be going badly
gained ground all the time. The intellectuals were quietly
active in starting the view and 1t spread graduelly to all .

E. You have answered us in terms of the people's confidence
in their leadership; will you deal please with their belief in
the purposes of the Greater East Asla war.

N. Tojo spread abroad the slogan of emancipation of Aslatlcse
from white sPFemeacy or rather slavery. This the people acc;pt-
ed.There was ‘much talk about the brutal imperialism of G.B-.

and Amer. Also there was propaganda to the effect that the con-
trol of S.E. Asia by the western powers meahcthe economic stran-
gulation of Japan. Most accepted this theory, but not the in-
fellectuals. Slowly there came a changes Stories began to
spread about the very bad ygf way the soldiers and the comman-
ders acted in c¢onquered territories. Thus the 1dealism was not
trusted so much. But most continued to belleve in Japan's cause
t111 the end.

I failed to speak earlier of the erfeéfbf the bombing. There
was much propaganda about a new weapon with which to attack the
U.S. Then the B29's began to destroythe citles. At firzt there
was good interception. When that failed, the people lost heart.
The communiques as always minimized the damage but 1t could
not be hidden. People saw with their own eyes that what the
papers were forced to print was only/Z/rY 1/10th the truth.

People began to wrlite anonymous letters to the papers and
ask why the truth about such and such a raid was not told. We
got thousands of them.
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E. OCan we get some of those-lattens? Do you have some?

N. No, all of ours were burned when our plant was destroyed
by the atomic bomb.

E. Do you have any suggestions as to courageous editorswho
might have preserved sgjme of these letters? (Not answered.)

N. It was the same with the radip as with the papers - they
were very closely controlled.

E. Let me change to another aspect of morale: We are interest-
ed in group solidarity - not merely in respect to war activities
but all kinds of groups. Was there any change during the war?

N. ( A rather 1&h statement which came to the effect that as
war confidence defreases group solidarity breaks down.)

E. Any concrete instances?

N. The allied POW's at work for the Shipyards noticed a slow-
ing up in Japanese workers; they became clock watchers.

E. When wae thise?
N. I can't date it.
E. How about the American propaganda?

N. Some of it was pretty clerver, most of it was quite bad.
The best was an appeal which was based on a Japanese classic
story which is much beloved by the commonpeople - about a cat
who assumed human features and was finally detected.

I am golng to Tokyo n2xt week and would like to see someone
0n Gen. MacArthur's staff.

> il i
Comdr.Taylor could make no committment but -vould see what

could be done.

SUMMARY : There 18 no question of the sincerity of Mr. N.
but he impressed me as a man who sees everything through the
eyes of an'official 1line'- a line which we are apt to find very
congenial, but which may not coincide too well with facts. He:
never missed an opportunity to excuse the intelligentsla.
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Mr. Takejiro Nishioka's career.

ne wng born rt Ginye-mochi, Nageseki cdty, MNagssaki
srefooture b ¥oy 3rd of Meliji(1890). The ploce of lomicile
is 80, Bokogowo=momhi, Beposokl oddy. The present place is
21, S=-chome, Ichig yo-Tomochi, Ushigomeku, Tokyo cliy.

one of Wission schocl at
H: i ind he graducsdd bl ow deportment of Whe Wesedo
e ot July in Bih raicho(1917).

He wo nge ged In physles abour nt Nagusakl and or 1n
Takyvo from ’8ih SHE R to 2rd of Taisho(1l¢ll).

Prom (ri of Trishe(1935) to July 5th of Teisho(l9l7;, that
1o sny:~ to the day the graduation of the Waseda Universit,
journslist for cbout one and o half years.

Srd of Trishe(1915) he cnlled %dogether those of the
of the University of the govermmeni or private
yient and ceterblished the young men's radical party
ome to be its leader and he ingtsted the decisive
the universal suffrage. Thds 1s the oripgin of the
sgltation In our country.

hina, Cores, Manehuria and Indie, twlce in ard
5ph of the some (1917).

hed & Bth of Paisho(l917) he published the initial
wrber of & magazine -'Seinenyuben® and hie hal been engaged
he politicul educatlion of young men 8 its pregident and
re he went sbraod for prosecuting his study.

1

chief editor hefo

In 6ih of Trisho(l21f), he was elected us & stonding
nnoger in the League of the Universal Suffrage esterblished
- his se-iors in €th of Puisho(1l918), and he madeevery

elforte to the o it tlon of the universel suffrapge, with

11e seniors.

In 8th of Teisho(192C; . he called together the
in the whole country
orpanized the Lec ue of tlhe Young Men's Reconstruct
xxix its lender, ho Jid its demonsdration gometimes ¢ went
convossing Lo the whole country. He visited Premier lara,
prince Yera;nta or Mr.K.Koto and insgsted the decisive ocction
of the universslpufircge cud he struggled for the propegution
f the universal suffroge.
In 9th of Teisho(1921), he formed the 1r ndent club will
senlors - Vesers.Y.0zoki, S.8himnde, K.Hetsumoto, 1 X

he was elected cg one of trucegled to




make the universal suffrage bocome a problem in the
Imperiel Diet.

In the meantime, he wog condemmed to a ocenalty seven
times, owing to a fotel slips of the pen and ths Adiscussion,
by the Govermment.

In the 10th of Talshe(1922), He went to Englandfor
prosecuting his study of parliamentarism and sociédl poliey,
mereover, he trevelled about United Siates of America,
French, Germony, Italy, Cheklko-Surovokiye,Ireland and other
countries. it Feberusry in 13th of Teisho(l925) he return-
ed to Jepan owing to the dissolution end stood ns a
candidate for elsction.

At Hay in 13th of Toisho(l1928), he stood as o condidate
of Negesakl Frefeecture. He defeated Mr.T. XHonda,- the
grentest influentiel pergson in Nogesckl Prefecture, that 4s
chodrman of the head offige of the Kenselkai and he
cequired the highest point and he was elected ng o membep
of parliament.

At Yovember In 13th of Tnlsholl926() he publishsd the
initlel mumber of the Nopgeseki Minyu Newapoper and he came
to be 1its president.

Owing to the menifesto and the speach ebout slx ;reont
promblempt Nagasaki - the problem of Kwermon Tumncl (hetween
shimonoseki/Moji) Museum and acqudrium ete., he woes
brought as action and came to be © guilty person. A
February in 1l4th of Taisho(l926), he was disguallifled for
o menmber of parliament.

He became o member of the Rikken Seiyukni.

At Pebru-ery in l4th of Teisho(1l926), he published the
initial number of the Sasebo Minyu Vewspeper at Saosebo cidy
and ceme to de its president.

At Februery in 3rd of Showa(1928), he stood ag @
condidePe of NWeagesaki prefecture and he aequired the highest
points and he was elected ns a member of parliament.

In 3rd of Shown(1l928), he become the stendihg sccretary
of the head office of the Rikkenseiyukei.

Ar February in 5th of Showa(1930), he acquired ihe high-
eat points in Nagnsnkl Prefeeture and he was selected ag 2
member of parliamemt. In the meantime, he had ef-ten
becn selected as & manager of the heed office, ¢ standing
manager of the head offlice abhd o monager in the louseof
Representetives.




e | ‘a ‘ﬁ) W~ o
: {“ 1. fﬂh!th ot‘ﬂhntd( 952), he came %o be a parliemeng

menager in the House ot'nopresentaiiqel.

) He wos ordered ag a member o{ comnittee of 'the
consideration meeting of resources.

l.He was ordered to be a committeo of the International Touriss
Committee Meeting.

» [ At Pwbruary in 1llth Showa(1936), he stood ag a
cendidate in Nagagaki Prefecture with 8, Kurcnepi(his
younger brother). He nequired the highest points and

he was elected and algo Kurenarl sequired ithe seoond pointcs !

and also he was elected ag = member of porlioment,

In 11lth of Showa'1936) , he was sent by the House of
Representatives as one of the repregentatives for ihe
inspection of all the region of Philippine and the South
Sea JIslands.

e wes elected og one o commitiee in the comittes
meeting of encouraging saving.

Ab April in 12th of Showa (1937), He stood as o
%o In Nagasaki Prefecture with Kursnari
Ota, five men w be slected and We , three men were
elected without aceldent.

In 12th or Showa (1937), as the hend of the consolatery

pérty in the Houge of Represeniatlves, ne was sent to
Shanghai and Permosa with 15 members .

He was appointed to g vice minister of the naval
political affairs at September of l4th of Showa (193¢8) .

He hud often been elected ns o Parlismentery Manager
of the House of Repregent:tives.

He received the sehior grade of the f£irth clogs courdt
rehk and the third class of Rising Sun.
In the general elsction ot April in 17th of Showa (1942)

e gteod asg 2 candidate under Pojo Cabinet og a unre commend-

er,
He wos greatly intervened by all the suthorities at
Hoegogeki -police, prefecture, gendermerie, the municlpal
the public procurator's office, Yokuganksi and
onendan and he wag the Person obtaining the next
number and he faileq to be elected.

At present he 1s the president of Nagoaseki Hewsprper off ice

which is only dne newspaper office at Nusoki Prefecture.

The enak.




UNITED STATES STRATEGIC BOMBING SURVEY
MORALE DIVISION ‘
(Pacific)

Special Interview with Sadao Urakaml, Assistant Ration Officer for
Nagasaki,

Interrogator: H. B. English
Interpreter: Andrew Kuroda

Mr. Urakami had been very useful to the Sampling Team and it
was thought that he might serve as a special respondent. As will be
seen, this hope did not prove.

E = Will you tell us a little about food conditions, etc. during the
war?

U - As you know, food was insufficient, especially toward the end of
the wgr. Even if one had the money there was not enough to go
around.

Will you tell us, not your own opinion, but your estimate of the
: i

opinions of the people about Japan's ability to win the war?

I think that about 50% of the people were confident that we would
win, This % gradually decreased. Others hoped for a compromised
and there was toward the end a great deal of desire for the
intervention of some third party. This feeling grew after
Saipan. However at the beginning most of the people trusted what
they read in the newspapers. Later they became more skeptical.

What was the attitude of the people generally toward the pur-
poses or objectives for which Japan was waging war?

The government issued propagnada about Japan's belng encircled
by her enemies. There was hope for a settlement by negotiation
but when the U. S. froze the funds of Japan in the U. S. xkx

it began to look hopeless. Then the shipment of oil from the
Dutch Indies came along. The U.S. insisted on the evacuation
of Japanese troops from China and that was too much for nearly
everyone in Japan. If Pres., Roosevelt had granted more
generous terms the war could have been avoided. As the war
wore on, the reasons for starting it were less important. It
had to be finished.

What about the leadership?

There was great confidence at first in the leadership of the
country. The many cabinet changes made the people uneasy.




Was this uneasiness when the Tojo government fell or was it when T.
began to take over so many posts?

Both. We felt that it was impossible for one person to hold
down so many posts effectively. (Note the fallure to object
on other grounds). Personally Mr. Urakaml hoped for greater
strength when a new cabinet was formed.

How about local leadership?
The local leaders merely transmitted orders from Tokyo.

There is still a function for local leadership. Did people have
_faith in their fairness and ability?

The people knew very little. The leaders were responsible., Now
the papers begin to tell the truth. They could not speak during
the war., The ken government was more concerned with enforcing
the orders of the central government than with the welfare of the
people. The governor himself was fair but many of the middle
leaders abused their privileges.

How about the chonailkaicho?

There were some 260 of them and of course they differed. Some
were unworthy, others were greatly respected.

How about group solidarity, not only in war efforts but in
other assoclations?

Organizations like the Ladies Assn. or the Reserve Assn. are
all directed from above.

Did the spirit of group activity change with the war?
As 1living conditions worsened, group solidarity weakened.
Were there troubles about rationing?

People grumbled about the special ratlons given to the workers
the Misuibishi plant and other factories.

How about officials?

They had no special rations but some of them abused their positions
to get special favors. This was known and objected to by the
people but they could do nothing about 1it.

What about the present and future for Japan?

For two years we shall undoubtedly have very hard living conditions,
but after that we should be able to get up to above prewar con=-
ditions. Also Japan should be democratized.

-2-




How will the people bear the hardships?

If they have enough food to sustain life, there will be no riots.

What will their attitude be?

They will still be inclined to follow their leaders. For too
long they have been fed too little truth.

Urakaml was born in 1905, attended the Nagasaki Commercial High
School. Worked for a Taxi company in Osaka. Attended a police school
in Formosa for six months and became foreman of penitentiary guards
for twelve years, He came to Nagasaki six years ago in the secretariate
of the finance department, transferred to the ration department
last January. He 1s in the third class of the lower civil service.

The interview reads better than it sounded. U. was evidently very
hesitant to express any opinion, and was not quite intelligent enough
to see that we offered him an "out" when we asked him to report the
attitudes of others rather than his own. We shortened the interview
because both the interviewer and the interrogator felt that it was

not productive.




Spechz2l Interview with
Mayor of Tokitsu Murs,
Nakasakl Ken.

Interrogator: H. B, English
Interpretor: Jun Okasaki.
Dec. 4,1945,

The nature »f our mission and my particular requirements
of the Mayor were explained in the regular manner.

E., Please tell us about the conditlions of livellhood

in your mura during the war. ’

Mayor: As conditions of scarcity devel-ped, the black
market came into being. The farmers got along quite well
by dealing in that market, even tho they were often un-
able to get things they wanted.

E, When did this black market get going?

M. Some time in 1942,

E. ~Please tell us about the people's c-nfidence in win=-
ning the war - any changes from bezlnning to end.

M. At the beginning near 1y everyone thought that the
war could bes won but after the raids »n Omura began and
the planes went overhead here all the time, they began to
wonder. Also gonds became more scarce, Then the draft
of workers for war factories made people uneasy.(Apparent=-
1y he means this as a factor in c-nfldence, not of resent-
ment). By Aoril of this year there were frank doubts,

E. When was 1t that the planes began to come over on th
way to Omura?

M. I believe it was in 1943,

E. Was 1t after the fall of Saipan?

M. Yes, I tnilnk so but there were a few from China bases.
E. Did you have many evacuess here before the bilg bomb?
M. Not very many, but after the atomlec bomb very many.

E. What arrangements were made by »ublic suthorities?

M. The evacuess pald for their ilving quarters and food.
Those in need got money from the Ken on recommendation of
their home mayor. There was s me ~Trivate charity. Local
people here helped by finding nleces for them t-o rent.

F. Did evacuatlon cause crowding?

M. Tremendous. Even before it began, people were belng
forced to utill_e attles and outbulldings.

E, Did the crowding lead to any compiaints? (P) E.g. ws
there trouble about children being in the way or not get-
ting along.

M. Things worked out very satisfactorily. I thought
that we should treat the evacues k%indly and told the
villagers so,

E., Did the evacuees work on the farms, etec.

M, Very few., ¥fIn answeeto your last question, I

should say that there was some complaint by evacuees about
high orices for rent and food. As to work, there was some
surprize that so few were able to work on the farms. But
the evacuees were mostly old peoole =and small children.




o~
Some of the younger people commuted to Nagasakl to work.
E. In addition to propaganda by newspaper and radio,
what steps were taken to support morale? .
M. The Imperial Assistance Assn. and the govt. = these
I may add were really almost the same thing - held meetlngs
through the tonari cumi urging more food stuff productlon
and greater savings. It worked like this: The mayors
of the machi and mura of a gun would meet and be given a
talt by someone from the regional offlce of the ken (chi-
hojimusho) or perhaps from the ken office 1tself. Then
the next day the mayors would meet with the heags of the
burako snd they in turn would pass things on to the
tonari gumi.
E. Was there any attempt at negatlive measures- by the
police, for example?
M, No.
E. Was there any trouble with the labor mobilization?
M. I don't xnow., There was o speclal office in the ken
for that.
E. What was done about neople soreading rumors?
M. In the countr y this in not much of a problem, Noth-
ing was done. I was ordered t» form an antl-esplonage
gociety but I ignored the order as there was no need here
E. Were many leaflets drooped here?
M, Quite a few.
E. Contents?
M. I did not see many and don't remember much. One dealt
with Salpan as the last five mlnutes before Japan's destruc-
tion. It told us to urze the Emperor to end the war.
E. Which »f the leaflets did you c-nsider the best?
M. I doubt that the leaflets any of them have any very
exp lcit effect. Were not consclous of any change in mor-
ale. But they were part of the total pleture. When Jap=
anese interception falled and the enemy cou:d take time
safely to drop leaflets, theat was rather impressive.
E, What about ARP.
M, It was nominal.

Bombing?

M, 16 bombs were dropped near the school in Mar,45.
It was when the first flights over Japan (the word used
was 'task force') were beines mede. I think 1t was before
the big Tokyo raids. The only damage was windows.
E. (The rather directive structuring about the seople's
being unable to speak thelr tru thouzhts about the Emperor
and my hope that he as a more intelligent ocerson could 1in-
teroret their feelings.)
M. 211 desire the Emperor's retention. As to his role-
th2t is too biz 2 question for me. But the people all
thin® that the Emoeror is a true lover of peace. The
notion of the 8 corners »f the world 2nd all peoples under
one roof shows that. They believe that the end of the war
was due to his benevolent desire to syare his people and
" others., |

The Mayors vita 1s attached. He was oretty uneasy
during the interview and -ften too% out time to think,
But I think that he was reasnably sincere in his replies.
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Speclal Interview with Eiji Nozawa:
Principal of the Youth School,
Tokitsu, Nagasaki Ken.

Interrogator: H.B.English
Interpretor: Jun Okdzaki l?'/‘f ,‘fg

The field team was using the Youth School
Building for interviews. As the. Youth Schools
are pecullarly nationalis tiec,Llt seemed worth while-
1t.o endeavor to get the point of its principal.
E. Will you kindly describe this mura for me since we
have Just arrived.
N. At present we have about 8000 inhabitants. The
population formerly was around 6000 but we have received
many evacuees from Nagasaki. The mura is mainly agricultural
but there 1s some part-time fishing for additional reg-
venue. One baraku has a number of people who commute
from Nagasakl - mostly laborers but some white:collar workers.
The community is a reasonably prosperous one as villages:
g0 1n Japan.
E. Were there any air raids?
N. Yes fifteen bombs were dropped not very far from the.
school, No one was hurt and the damage was negligible.
There was much broken ¥ glass and a few roofs were blown
partly off. A few fishermen and farmers along the coast w
were straffed but no one was Jurt. There were some
more windows and roofs damaged at the-time of the
atomic bomb on Nagasaki. Of course the planes went
overhead constantly on their way to Omura. (Naval Base.)
Es Were there any changes in the people's confidence of
winning the war? 3
N. They seemed full of confidence from begin-
ning to end but after a tims they used to ask me, 'Honorable:
Teacher, do you think we win?' Ferhaps the asking of
such cuestions showed some doubts.
E. wWhen were such questions begun?
N. I believe at the time when the air raids were beginning
to get heavy. - about May of June, 1945.
E. Did the children ever ask any questions showing lack of
confidence in winning? (A posltive answer was not ex~
pected but would have been significn-t if obtained. W/No.
Certainly not many. You reali-e that the children were led
to believe that we should certainly win.
E. What was the reaction to the surrender?
N. The people were dissapointed. The Negasakl bombing
was on the 9th of Aug. This school was a reception ceater.
The Army doctors here doubted that the news was authentic.
It was perhaps fHFfé€ a day befors they would accept it.
E. What were the children taught as to the purposes of the.
war?
N. They were taught on the basis of the Imperial Rescript.
E. Could you tell me about that? (Probe) For example,
gbgggg?they taught that the war was for the co-prosperity
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N. Yes. They were also taught to lay down their lives for
the Emperor, because he asked it. (some unwillingness. to
continue).
E. Was there-any change in the people's attitude to loceal
leaders?

N. N_.
E. Te know thatthe peopleof Japan venerate the Emperor.

But most of them are unable to put in words what they
think should be his role. Can you as-a more intelligmmt
perscn lnterpret to us what they think? (F) The role
of the Emperor changed from the time of the Shogunate to
the present quite a_lot. What will it be now?
N. You must reall e that our attitude to the Emperor transs
cends the light of reason. We have faith in him but not as.
to a human leader.
E. What should be his relation to his Cabinet, etc.
N. The officlals of all ranks try to understand the will
~.0f the Emperor and then to do it as they understand it.
E. Will that continue to be the relation?
N. Yes. (Pause). There will be no change in that but
if we get a democracy, then the Emperor will be closer to
the people.
E. Many people express some such idea. They speak of bar=-
rlers between the Emperor and the people. How may these bar-
riers be removed?
'T'N. If the Diet becomes more representative of the peo=-

i ple, then the will of the Emperor will be more clearly made
known to the Diet. We must elect representatives of the
people - true representatives. 1In that case, the government
will be one in which full confidence can be placed.

—

E. Do you think that the people are ready for more local
self government?

N. Yes through the development of democracy. But the people
do have much political consciousness. Unless they ®me fursther
trained 1in self government, it will be a> more then a large
noisy meetinz o¢ the unreformed.

Mr. Nozawa wes born and educated 1in Nagasaki Ken, went to
a small town agricultural school and tuen to normal school
He was a grode school teacher for 8yrs., and 14 years teacher
in the youth sch o0l. He came to Tokitsu 1 yr. ago,

I belleve the interview rather clearliy expresses his
mystical nationalism, his essentlally anti-democratic
blas, together with some 'popular' leanings.
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USITED STATES STRATHOIC BOMBIRG SURVEY
MORALE DIVISIOR
(Pacific) 12/6/45

Special Interview with the
Frincipel of the Methodiszt Middle School
for Girla,

This took the form of an informal evening's conversation between
Andrew Eurods, Mr, Moto and H, B, Englieh., Ko notes were taken at 211,

- KMr. Moto thought that the committment to the purposes of the war
wes very high, On the other hand, he did not think that the governmentsl
campaign of hatred to Americans was effective. In thelr hearts the
Japsnese did not hate them, even though some resentiment of the enemy is
natural, He wae most emnhatic in attributing thie to the common nesple
and not merely to the intellectuals.

The democratic tendenmecy in Japan is admittedly rather superficisl
bat Mr. Moto has high hopee for the new suffrage arrangements. The rept
is & matter of education.

Pressed for a program, he would establish a demonetration school
and show what a Christian demooratic schoel can be like. Mr. Fnglish
expressed hearty approvel of this but pointed out that such demonstraticn
schools in smerican - there are some fifty or more of them of one sort or
another - have not made very fast progress. “hat would one such school
de for Japan? Isn't there. something else?

M ¥r, Hoto fell back on the need to Christianize Japen, Was thie not
& pretty distant prospeet? BHe thought not. Indeed he thinks that the
Emperor may be converted soon znd carry the whole nation with him into
Christianity.

State Fhinto in the schools did not seem to him maeh of a problem.
The veneration of the Zmperor is merely the expresszion of resmect. Of
course as a Christian he regerds the Fmperor as merely a man but he deee
respect him and thinke he is a good man, And he is the eymbol of national
unity. If he were removed there would be & terrific national upheavsl,

Apparently during the war Mr, Moto wes a go-alonger in & guarded way,
“hat else could he do? For his faith he wes willing to die. Whak But
when his country was at war, he thought 1t his duty to suvport it., How
he was in trouble with the educaticnsl officer of M. G. who smnarently
thinks thet Christianity should be put above allegiance to Japan, though
he would certainly not annly that standard to America.

I am impressed anev with the relative Tutility and sterility of the
intellsctuals of Japan. Mr., Moto is a good administrator of his school
and may be a considerable influence for good in thet way., Pat that ies 211,




