Militery Cl—”

RRFE 42 30 March 1944

While Tokyo sees the danger of the development gf ﬁmgﬁi:ag sugs:g baces
fiden at her

in the Central and South Pacific, she is conf 8 A
ime when Nimitz"shouts abou

defenses cannot be penetrated. At a t

agvancing from the Centtl Pac to the China continent" he seee in his

bath the Japanese fleet. And when YacArthmr "shoute about the .

capture of the Philippines it is our Army force...which Xe seesd :

hie dreams." ", ,if the supply of om mighty invineible rmy an

Navy ie perfect, the destruction of the United Stateg,yill be an

insignificent problem." (March 19) )
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INTERRCGATION 1O:  (USBSS O, 37€) =13
(NAV NO. 75)

Subjects: Japanese Var Plans and FPeace lioves,

As I stated Yesterday, I personally believe that the
war as the Battle of Nidway; and at
Government and the tw
that the turning point had come and
accordingvy, Notwithstanding,
the Battie of iidway was an out Noreover, our
withdrawa’ from GUADAT CANAL, although that markeq a definite disadvantage
for the Japanese forces, was publicized as though it haed been a grand and
bubvime operation and tacticx on our rart. On the material side, avthough
it was Ynown from at there would be basical1y a shorta
» Pletion of what we had to
made known to the people as a whole, To be sure, in-
that there was a shortage in activities with which
concerned, that is true; but they were not given a
the overat shortage that was increasing from day to
hortage was kept under cover as a nationan secret, and
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PRECAUTIONS IN REGARD TQ SPEECH AT GATHERINGS ON THE SUBJECT OF THE TERMINATION
OF THE SAIPé? CAMPAIGN. .

Impress upon the minds of the people thot the war sltuatiom has reached a critical
itaga. and that the nation is mow at the crossroads which will determine the rise or all
of the Empire. Simltanecusly, the people must be aroused to appitch of burming hatred
of the arrogant my and their morale must be stirred to mew heights, The fact that the
People must indeed, now f with the determimationm that the 100,000,000
will die to defemd amd guard the Empire, must be strongly emphasized,

The people must be impressed with the fact that the war situation has reached a se-
rious stage and that the mgilland.igmgpgut to become a thester of war, and that no matker

what may arise, they must maintain a cool and colléétéd'épirit, overcome all difficulties,
and stand in the defemse of their respective posts if need be with their lives,
determination to forge ahead toward the fimel victory must be heightened

The people must be. persuaded of the fact that victory or defeat depends on the
gjxgngﬁhxomLueakneas of their will to continmue and it must be held out to them that they
should hold fast to the firm conviction in the finel victory and not be influenced by any

of the intervening developments.
: d

In speaking of any matter comnected with Saipan, in referring to the losses suffere
there or the war developments in that area, keep within the scope ofnthg_ipformation re-

leased by the Imperial Headquarters. Be especially careful not to stimilate any excite-
ment .

Military Difficulties——Saipan
RRFE 50 21 July 1944

men of the Imperdsl Forces on the Merienss Islende cince June 11,
Saipan Island has Binally fallen into the enemy's handg.nm

7
Fmphasized heeavy fighting and U.S.edmissions of severe losses




Military Reverses--Formose , Oct 12-14,194; C—
RRFE 57 27 October 1944

"e crushed American fleet fled in confusion."
leve that another threat to the homeland
and to China had been beaten off leaving the enemy in a bettered end
weakened coddition. “uch a report wes made by Xoiso to the Fmperor
who regarddd the occasion of gufficient importance to issue and
Imperial Rescript.

Militery (:_",4

RRFE 55 29 September 1944

Speech by Gen. Yoshitsugu Tatekawa, Chief of the IRAA Youth Corps, admits that
there are "quite g fepn people who are wer-weary Sept 14){ Caye, among
other things:
"Why of oBurse our fleet is still intact. it ie watching
glostingly for the opportunity to strike. Besides, warships
are not the deciding fector in the prerent navel warfere,
anymore. It ie the planes that do the decisive battle.
So, if we manufacture enogh plenes, we have all the chence
in the world to beat the enemy. Since the authorities are
telling us not to Worry, we can rest assured in that respect.
The Government admite that there ere quite o few planes
that are useless, but when you sey half of them sre useless,
that's absurd.n [ "Sound® reply to rumors)
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RRFE 57 27 October 1944
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Militery Reverses--Battle of Leyte Gulf <::
RRFF 57 27 October 1944

Described as another gret, victory brogt about by "the close teamwork
between our Air Force, surface units, and underses ereft "

Despite the "annihilating blows" suffered by the American fleet in the
Formesa bettle "the enemy made no changes in his strategica

In consequence, "the Impertel Fleeet, which patiently held

engage in bettle,..hse finally given the chance to manifest




Military Reverses C-
RRFE 64 2 Februsry k945

The latest convolution of Jap home front ppde is to sispense a fair measure

of reasomably accurate, and so unfavorable, war news. This shift beceme appaent
& few months(?) ago , cotnecident with £ indicetions of internal politieal
disunity. Althohgh blatant and obvious lies still exist, they are ihter-

larded with astonishingly frank statements, both official and unoffiecial,

ahout Japans present predicemeht.

Change seems to have occurred between 8 Dec and New Year's. Speeches at
letter time admitted thet "regrettable as 1t is our war results were not
the best during the past year" but still insisted thet "the turning
point has come elready." Since then less is said about the turning
point and more about "benirhing all optimigm."

Comnetetors no longer digress frequantly to gloss over the sit. Promises
of futme victories have almost disappeared in the past month. Such as do
crop upare vague and unconvineing.

Consolation by talk of enemy'c precarioms supply lines and losses of men end
materiale,

Kemikages exploited bo the full for the past 4 months, whth moral of emulation.

Philippines campeigns played up to eplc proportions with heavy emphgkis on
the stretegic necessity for retaining the islands.
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Mlitary sit
FRFF 64 2 February 1945

Report on Fhigemitsu's (for min) speech to opening of 86th D '
his statement "We have not the iphtest dount as fo oug gznﬁie:i::i:vzhat
was greeted by a burst of applause. Further said: "A war for justicé
always wig, snd for this Treesong our confidence in certain victory is
further solidified. Te should not exp cle come tb our

aid in this war which hearalds s grea

we must mx naturally expect to meet meny stérms."




Military
RRFE 68 16 Merch 1945 (1,
)

Vice
Attcked/ Admiral Turner, said to commend the amphibious forces on Iwo,
in Feb 21 brosdeast. Described as a "devil man" and héld him res—
ponsible for the deaths fo "dountless numbers " of Jep forces in the
CenPac area. Proniged that Tmrner "shall not return home alive--he must
not and shall not.n :

From Iwo comes a constent stream of stories of bravery and hardships
(L,calculated to inspre the Jap home front with courage and determimation
to live up to the raerifices so wfilingly offered by these doomed men.

Military Reverses
RRFE 68 16 March 1945 (::_‘_

ican occupation
Iwo: "Where will y at after Iwo Islang?v

"It is Very regrettable that an enemy invsion, which we sghould never have
let happen, Rag been permitted aginst Iwo.nm ;

March 6 hdesst said "we sre adopting a very advantageous tactic in facing
the enemy in the vieinity of our homelsnd, v

Koiso, Mar 11, to Teconvened 86th Diets war situstion "very serious®

with the enemy'"recklessly advancing" desnite heavy logsses, Calléd nation
to"be prepared for the time when our homelznd will be msde a battle
ground." Predicted that if bhe Allied forces should Ssucceed in effecting
a landing on the homelsdd "we w&ll annihilate them with sledge<hemmer
blows," ’




Militemy
RRFE 69 30 March 1945 (:.——

Announcements (21 March) of Iwo's fall eccompnied by numerous pep
talks and appenls for unity to meke the Jap pepole fully conseious qf
bhe situation crested by the islend's loss. The price which wef -
were willing to pay cited as &n indication of the islend's importance.

n----n-u--lli-u-m-nf-t:-

Military
RRFE 72 12 Vay 1945 C_—

florking overtime
8+.(Groundwork has

civ pp lep of

chance of o
calimedzgy ¢
Includes 15 carriers,




Military ~
RRFE 72 18 May 1945 C/

Derpite extravagant claimg of damege to U.S. fleet off Oki, civ population
warned not to "mix the war recults with the genersl way the wsr is going,"
Told that " we know that the gigantic war strength of the enemy is
,replacing hergd losses," and reminded of the events in the Philippines,
where the Japs "severely demaged the enmy, but were unahle to check"

his advance. (May 11)
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Military '
PRFE 72 18 May 1945 (_—

By early May the following indicaticne of a write-off of Oki:
Delcine in refs to Oki as Japens "divine opportunity® to infliet e telling
defest on the U.C.

Sharp drop in emphasis on the stretegic importence of the Ryukyue.
Increcce in stories ebout enemy reinforcemente ete.
Verious edmiseions of allied air superiority, sig in view of theity

early mil ana¥ysie, which steted thet, sir sppremacy is the key to
ultimste victory. ‘




MilitaryAOkiawa (:.—”
R 70 20 April 1945

People urged to greate
for the Ryukyus 1s one upon which
f the notion® reste upn the outecome
tries of the "terriblen pice exactéd of
American forces, esp by the increased Kumikaze attecks. Called the Ryukyu
& "graveyard 86r American 8hipe" and a "hell ocean for enmy America."
(Mar 31) Claimed 168 chips sunk by April 7, inclding 9 carriers, 6
battleships, vy criiserg or BBs, 30 cruisers etc.

Told thet Oki "mast" be held but given little encouragement thet +i would.
One commentador seid "unfortunately we heve less warshipe and.., legs trans-
ports" ang consequently "there ig nothing for us to do but wait for the
enemy to come to our homeland.n (331 March)

omplaints about fleet 1nactian, Vie Admiral Kondo
urged those s is the Navy doing?" to mgait patiently" and to
heve confidence in Navy Minister Yonai. Warned that impatience will lead

OVER

o OE
Respondent; Mr KIMURA Former news er editor rj?““‘ =
19 Dec 45 o0GaKT ) Pap or, OGAKI

5027 10

€. How dig Japean explain the losses of islands ag ¢

A. They told the people that these islands were small and ingi nifi
t, but that when

the enemy cape to the mainland, there would be hundp d Boua o

i 5. Sod Thig g win: undreds of thousandg of defenders, and




. Military
RREE 69 30 March 1945 C/

Steps teken after heavy March rieds snd fell of Iwo to prepere for_igﬂyﬂbn:

————————
Admissions by Koiso and other lezders that invasion g definite possibility.

Nationelization of key industries.

Announcement on 17 March that the Emp had grahted P.M. the right to sit
in on war strategy planning at I HQ, thus "closely releting” home ed
with home defense.

18March announcement that’all schools above the elementary grades to
be closed for 1 year to "fulfill the demed of the students for more
'blood and toil'w,

20 March introdution into the Diet of bill peraitting the govt to
mobilize everything—-people or proerty.

Alos reasrurances sbhout J's ability to cope with the ivastion.

A e g .
Militery
RRFE 68 16 March 1945 (:L’“

War Minister Sugiyume on Army dey, March 10, said"the énemy invastion of
out homeland ig imminent, warned that the situation had become very critical
and that the enemy will "stop at nothing." peked forces and civilisns to
malge the "suvreme sacrifice if necessary "for the immovable security of this
Imperial netion."

Maj Grn Mateumura, Chf Army Press Ced I4Q, seid, "we must enticipate the
bfattle of decision to be fought on our homeland," prasied the Jap
"bleedigg tacties" in the Philippines. An invoestion would be met

by "omr crack defeddere, who...are ready to become literally himan bullets,"




Interview with Mr. KOIZUMI, Chief, Police Bureau, 6034 (47)
Home Office, TOKYO, 23 Oct 45, [9 '

C.

A, During this reriod, especially from November 1944 on anq,dq;iggweaglyul945, morale

fell, but the government took continual measures to stir up public determination,

Q. VWhat measures did it take?

A. In general the government stressed the policy of perguading the people that.

probable SU-0Cﬁﬁﬁmtggh_tkle,jj?ﬁtmﬂQi_&}liiiﬂingwthe_wanemy within Japan's inner defense
1ines &n annihilating them there,

f,m:ﬂc. S 5035 s,
Special Interview; Respondent: Professor OTAKA, Vept of ocielogy, Tokyo Imperial U
Meiji Bldg Tokyo

A They said that even if Saipan or Okinawe fell, the situation was still becoming
favourable, because q;ﬁania_aupply lines were being shortened and her strength was

‘belng concentrated, ney assured the people that the enemy would be destroyed on our
home soil.




Interview with KUSUYANA, Yesutaro, President, NIPPON TIMES, 6034
TOKYO, 15 Dec 45, f .SCL

@'« Vhat would the government say?

A. TWell, they said, "Even if we have lost Saipan or Leyte, our Army 1s intact, Th?
Navy might not be able to defend. Americen soldiers are not strong so they can be smashed
easily " That was the last story. 01 coursge, there vere millions of stories. Such a
childich way of defending the land--bamboo gpears, and you may have seen the tunnels
(bokugo) around Tokyo, ' 5547 edan
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’PE"C':J 5036 1

TOYAMA CITY HALL REPORT
MEASURES FOR RAISING MORALE AND AGAINST ALLIED PROPAGANDA

As the war situation became adverse at about the time of the end of the war the
Imperial Rule Assistance Ass! ple's Volunteer Units, and,
on the pretext (TN:literal tra i ity of the people was
strongly urged. F het tﬁehﬁifimatg decisive
victory would take place in the Jepanese homeland, and the people in each town and each
village were made to do bamboo “spear drill.
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NTERROGATION NO: (USSBS NO. 378)- 13
(NAV no, 75)

Subject: Japanese War Plans and Peace lNoves,

Q. It is your bevief, then, that the people should have been told the
facts concerning the course of mititary operations throughout the

war?

Of course there were some things that the people could not be to1d

from a standpoint of conceating such certain facts from the enemy,

so that it would n £ to te11 them every=-
thing; but certain been given a chance through
acquisition of more information, at Teast, to understand and how the
War was progressing. One of the things that impressed me on your

side was the fact that Ambassador Grew, after his return to WASHINGTCN,
kept warning your people that JAPAN must not be he1d too 1ightry

and that JAPAN'S war strength was very deeply rooted. On the contrary,
the situation in JAPAN was that certain information coming from your
sgunxrxmwguld\be‘yﬁedpby our propagande organs in just contrary
fashion, For instance, the fact that more women were Joining industry

s STk

(d

Gemere1
RRFE 57 270ctoberis

Notes cempaing uner way to whip up hatred of Americe and Americans,
wmpeheisigng brutelity and desire to enclave or wipe out Japenese nation.

Race line mnd exploitetion.
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INTERROGATION NO:  (USSBS NO. 378)- 13
(NAV NO, 75)

Subject: Japanese War Plans and Peace Noves,

Q. It is your bevief, then, that the people should have been told the
facts concerning the course of mivitary operations throughout the
war?

Of course there were some things that the recple could not e told

from a standpoint of concealing such certain facts from the enemy,

so that it would not have been possibie otherwise to te17 them every=-

thing; but certainly they should have been given a chance through
information, at least, to understand and how the

War was progressing. One of the things that impressed me on your

side was the fact that Ambassador Grew, after his return to WASHINGTCN,

kept warning your people that JAPAN must not be he1d too 1ightiy

and that JAPAN'S war strength was very deeply rooted. On_the contrary,

the situation in JAPAN wag that certain information coming from your

ggun&nxhwnuld”be.uﬁed_by_qur propaganda organs in just contrary
fashion., For instance, the fact that more women were joining industry

RRFE 57 270ctoberss,

Notes campaing uner way to whip up hatred of Americs and Americens,
wmpehsicigng brutelity and desire to ensleve or wipe out Japsnese nation.
Race line and exploitetion.




SPECTAL INTERVIEW with Dr. SHIMMEI, Masemichi, Professor of ) 6030
Soclology at TOKOKU Imperial University at his home in ills .

SENDAI on 2 Dec 45.

"They lost confidence by the second year. Rumors were circulating, Many kinds, about
real war situation. Some seid we'd lost all battleships, Last fall government must
have feared loss of popular confidence, so made strong propaganda to rouse antagonism to
U.S. among people. Photograph of American girl with skull of Japenese soldier, as example,"

Mil ete
FUAD Japenece use of Amer ©
fo Cregtg Te st 18, lngtemets end Acte, Real or Alleged, in Ppda

Various examples of stut g
and tanr b o uoE atemente §y prominent Amergécens to created hatepq




