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Pcrson Interrogetcd end Background:
FUCLIDA, Mitsuo, Capt. IJN,

Centain M. FUCHIDA, IJN, grrdurtcd fronm thce Nevel
Acendemy in 1924, He bcerme o flicr in 1927, treining ot
KASU .IGAURA. He cntercd the Neoval Vier Collerse in 1935
gradu~ting in 1937. Then in Scptembor he beerme
HIKOTAICHO sbesrd the RYUJO,. In Octobecr 1938 he becane
Staff Officcr =t SASEHC. In Novenber 1939 he borrded the
AKAGI »~s HIKOTAICHO., In Octobir 1940 hc beecrme Stroff Aldr
Officcr of the 3rd Cerricr Division, In August 1941 hc
borrdcd the AKAGI sgnin rs HIIIOTAICHO. In Novomber 1941
hco wrs promotcd to Commender. (The ARAGI prrticiprted in
2 numb.r of rrids--Pcrrl Harbor, Robaul, Port Dawson,
Ceylon, Midvey, etc.) At thc timc of the battlc of
MIDVAY hc wes cbonrd but wes operstcd on for an»hon-
dieitis riid =0 wrs hepptirlized til Octobor " hen he went
to the YOKOTUKA Air Group rs instructor in trctics. 1In
Dieecnber 1942 he vre given additionnl duty =s instructor
in tacties ot thco Arny ~nd Nevy Yer Collcges. In June
1943 hc beernme the Scnior Staff O0fficor of the 1lst Adr
Flcet. 1In April 1944 hc L.e-mcy with the rdvont of
Adrnirr1 TOYODA ~s CIKC Conbincd Flect, the Combincd
Flecct Air Cfficcr., In October 1944 he wrs promoted to
Coptain.

Coptein T'UCHIDA hrs hrd 3000 flying hours cs
pilot r&nd obscrvcer.

Where In$crvicwed: Mciji Building.

Intcrrogrtors: Lt. Comdr, Willirm H. Botzcr USNR
Lt. Comdr. F. Shrckclford USNR

Intcrpreter: Lt, Otis Cary USHR

Allicd Officers Proescnt: Nonc.
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SUMMARY

Captain Mitsuo FUCHIDA, IJN, a pilot with 3000
hours, led the attack on Pearl Harbor as Air Group
Commender of the Group based on the AKAGI and claims
for himself = dircet gOO kilogrem hit on one of the
battleships. He was in onv of the 50 torpedo planes
that bombed from about 10,000 feect in the first weve
which was comprised , in 211, 190 aircraft. 1In the
sccond waves there were 170 planecs.

The pilots were first briefed at Etorofu Islend,
Tanken Bay on 23 November 1941 (Tokyo time) 2nd on this
date werc given one map of the Hawaiian Islands and
anotl.cr of Oshu. It wrs tlien estimated that the target
would include 4 CV, 8BB, and 17-18 cruiscrs, and the
oxcet locotion of this shipping wrs indicatcd. This
briefing wes handled by Lt. Comdr., KANAMOTO, a former
nssistent Naval Attache in Washington, who wes scnt
spceially for the purposc by the Naval General Staff and
who, Captain FUCHIDA thinks, hed just come back from
Hawaii cnroute from Washington to Tokyo.

On 3 Dceember (Tokyo time) the pilots werc told
thot the aottack on Pecarl Harbor was definitec ond thet
i+ would be lounched on 8 Dccember (Tokyo time). A
dny later wership figurcs ~cre cheanged from 8 BB to 7,
from 4CV to 1 and from 17-18 cruisers to 10. Again on
7 Dceember the figures vere reviscd--no change in BB's,
from 1 CV to O, from 10 cruiscrs to 7. Two hours bcfore
takcoff the nilots were given lest minute informetion
and on mimcogreph shects thc werships eround Ford Island
and in the Navy Yord verc identificd by position ond, for
the most pert, by nrme.

The Pesrl Harbor mission as outlined on 23 Novcmber
wes to incrpacitate for six months the U.S. Fleet by
sinking or scriously drmeging 4 BB and 4 CV. Aftcr the
attack it was cstimated thot 3BB (Including the Utsh)
were sunk, 2 morc grcatly demeged 2nd 3 modcrately
dameged. Also reported were 2 cruiscrs,3DD, and 2
tronsports drmaged ond 250 plencs destroycd.

Captain FUCHIDA wes operated on for apncndicitis
the dey his cerrier (AKAGI) seilcd for the Battle of
Midway, but he did attend the bricfing on Midway bufore
his trsk forces sorticd., The steff intelligencc officer,
the steff communications officer-and an air officcr
hendlcd the briefing, outlining the plzn for ncutrnrlizing
the Midvay Airficld ~nd occupying thc Islend., It wes
cstimrtcd thet they would be attocked by 100 multi-
cnginc bombers rnd 200 fighters, with ¢ U.S. task
forcc opnosition cxpeceted until the 3rd or 4th dry after
Midwey wos hit. Still in bed rccupcrating during the
Battle, Coptain FUCHIDA discleimed knovledge of any of
the deteils oxecpt thot his carricr wes hit with all
plancs nborrd after the first wrve hed rcturncd for
rcfucling.

In comprring thc rdministrotive rnd intelligence
work of HIKOSHI(pilots who arc rcgulsr officcrs) with
YOMUSHI(rcserve officcrs), Ceptnin FUCHIDA cxpresscd
thc opinion thet the former were more competent and
hondlcd o number of dutics ~s constrasted to thc YOMUSHI
who usually werc limited to handling o singlc problemn.
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RESTRICTED
THANSCRIPT OF INTERROGATION(FUCHIDA,M. Capt. IJN)

Qe We 2re intercsted in obtaining certein informrtion
for historiecnl study purnoses, c¢specially conccrning
opcrational intelligence cud information. To begin,
will you tcll us bricfly ~hout your novy cercer and
background, commands you have hecld, numbers of hours
you heve flovn, cte.?

A, (Answer undecr bsckground on first prge aond number
of hours flown 3000 (s pilot =nd obscrver).

Qe I understond you were the lcad nilot in the Attack
on Pcarl Harbor., In whrt othcer bettles or strikes did
you toke prrt?

A. Robual, Port Darwin, € ylon, Columbo, Trincomanlcc,
I then ceme back to Jopan after vhich I wes ot Midvay.

Q. In vhit¢h corricr were you on, on the Penrl Harbor
Attack?

L. AKIGI,

Q. T know thrt you hrvc bocen interrogsotcd bofore. I
would likc you to chock arnd confirm sonc of cthe informetion
as shown hcre.

Qs How mrny esirercoft uscd in the ottack?
A, 4 totezl of 350.
Whet types wiere cmploycd?

In the firet veve: 50 High Lovel Katcs
40 TUTB Ketes
50 Dive Bombers Vals
50 VF Zckes

In the scecond weve: 50 High Level Katcs
80 Dive Bombocrs Vals
40 VF Zckes

How meny aircraft were lost?

29 in 211l. (9VF in the first weve and 15 dive
bombers ~nd 5 VIB in the sccond wave.

Which units of the flcet narticipeted in .the
Pcorl Herbor Attock?

BBs HIYE, KIRISHIMA

CVs LGAGI, KLGL, SORYU,SHOKLKU,HIRYU, ZUIKAKU
CAs TONE CHIKUM...

CL NAGARA.

DDs 20(Largc Typec)

How meny nireraft were employcd os CLP over the
Task Forcc?

50 VF from CVs plus 12 flort plrncs from the
BBs, CAs &nd CL,

(NOTE-The rc-t of *hc questions on this recheek
arc on ncxt pogc,)
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E
TRANSCRIPT OF INTZiROGATION:(FUCHIDLA,

- e e e e e e e

Q. Werc they in addition to the 350 plencs
uscd in the sectusl attack at Pcerl Herbor?

L. Ycs,

Qs How many wecre on strtion at o time of the
CAP?

A. About 1/3 of the 50 sireraft werc airborne
at a time.

Q. Any losscs from CLP, cithcr VF or flort
plencs?

A. Nonc.
O« Any additionnl plrnes crnnloyed as ASP?
L. Nonecy VF scrved as ASP as well as CAP,
@« How many pilots wcre lost in the attock?
A, L total of 29---nonc wecre rccovered fron
the 29 cirernft thet foiled to return.
(NOTE--The following qucstions were asked dircetly to
Captain FUCHID..)
In vhet type of planc 41id you fly at Pcarl Harbor?
In o typc 97 Torpcdo plonc(Keote),
You were the lcad plenc in the attack?
Ycs,

Lirc these figurics corrcet on the plq-nes thet took prrt
the attock? Arc there sny others not includcd?

L, Thrce groups of 18 plencs csch, 54 in 211, flcw CAP
ovcr the Force. Therc were 350 plencs sctunlly attacking.
50 of thcsc flew CLP over the torget ot the stert ond
later went in on the atteock.

Qe Will you give us = gencral desceription of the ottack?

A. (Scc Chort #1 attached)
FIGURES QUOTED:

270 Nruticel milcs ot 0130 Tokyo timc.

Spottcd OAHU, KAHUKU POINT at 0310

Formrntion, 50 »% high levcl, 10,000 fecct,
fightcrs o1l ~round.

Fightcrs scnt to v-orious points.

Attack =t 0330,

Rendczvous ot KAENA POINT, 0430,

Back to carricrs at 0630 (First Group)

Coursc of sceond group shown on chart.

Lost 10 plencs in first phaoso of attack,19 in Sccor

Sceond group lcft corricr 0215 Tokyo timc.

K/HUKU POINT rcechcd at 0400

Rendezvous point KAENA POINT 0530

Bock &t carricer 0730 - 211 plenes boack by 0900.
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RESTRICTED
TR SCRIPT OF INTELROG/TICH:(FUCHIDL,M.Capt.IJN)

Q. Did you bclicve you were sighted(esrricr forec)?

Le At 0830, n~fter the ntt-ck, woc belicved onc of our
submrrines wrs spotted by o flying bost. We hed o
subnerine picket line 20 miles below our tesk forece
between the forec snd KAHUKU POINT. Onc of those
subs sightcd en cenemy flying boot.

@. Did the submrrinc breck radio silcncee?
A. "By redio tclephone"., ¥Yes, he opened up.

Q. Coming bock to the cetivity going on aborrd the
errricr beforce you took off this prrticulrr norning
ot this point(indicating in chrrt o point 230 miles
north of KALHUKU POINT) for thc attack, of whrt did
your cctivity cnroutc consist?

Ls No plencs vwere flovm ot 21l. There wos o little
vorking on instrumcnts(boubardicr's).

Qe Uvhen did you first lerrn of the plqns to cttr-ck
carl H-rbor, cnd how long did you hove to preporce
for the rttnack?

i On the 23rd of November, nll officcrs to porticipate
in thc attack werce gonthercd together aboard the AKLGI,
ot TLNKIN BLY ond were tolds The preliminery bricfing
wes on the 23rd.

Q. You sorti.d TAYKAN BAY on the 26th of November.

While you were cnroute to Peorl Herbory did you study
th s ~rea in herc (indicrting Hoaweiien Islends in chert),
it; geogr-phy? Wh-t oth:ur informrtion wes given you?

L, Wc¢ were 2rilled all d-y thc 23rd on conditions ot
OLHU. Wc got *hrcc mepsy HAWAIIAN ISL/NDS, O.HU,
PZ/LRL HLRBCR.

Q. [Lnd vhet other inferr-tion wrs given you?

A. The Hlrns wvere gone over carcfully ~nd in dcteil.
The initirl plen wos to prevent fighturs from getting
off the ground. Thc mein function for the sccond weve
wrs to hit HICKAM FIELD so its hervy plancs couldntt
get to our tosk force.

Qe 411 this inform-tion was given to you on the 23rd?
Ao Yos,
Qs Whe gave you thet informetion?

A. A spcelrl mon from Naval General Staff did the
bricfing. He vee oo Lt, Comdr, who I think just crne
brek from HLWAII by lincr, I think,he wns ossistent
to thc Naval Attache in Wrshington. His nome wes
KLNLMOTO, He hes since Aicd, from sickncss=not combet,

Qe Hed you cver been to HAWAIT yoursclf, beforc the
~tt-ck?

Ly I was there in 1924 during my nidshipmen's cruisc.
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4 Do you believe thet meny of the pilots in the
ttack had been to HAWAII before?

Not onc spceinlly as far 2s I know,

These(reforing to maps attached) were given you in

lecture on the 23rd cnd then on the 26th you sorticd
TANKAN BAY. While cnroute, wrs any more infornntion given
to you concerning the target (Pearl Harbor)?

L.y Wec were given approximate informotion of what
composcd the Pocifiec Flcet based =t Pearl Harbor,
8 battleships, 12 heavy cruiscrs, 5 or 6 light cruiscrs,
25 dcstroyers, scveral submerincs, and 4 rireraft corricrs,
the LEXINGTON, 2 of thc ENTERPRISE elass, ond thc
SLRATOGL., We were informc” the SARITOGA wrs on the west
coret but might be back,

The orders werce to inerpreitate the Pacific Flcet
for ot lcast 6 months(orders of the 23rd). Thrt wrs the
objzetive of the attacks On the 24th ond 25th, we held
discussions and gencs on planning the atteck. In order
to ineopacitiatc the U.S, Pacific Fleet for six months,
ve flgured vie would hove to sink or scriously damage
4 battlec ships ond 4 circraft corricrs. We were told
thrt cruiscrs werc in the East Loc' . There wes roonm
for 12 here., On the 24th ~nd 25th, we discusscd in
detail how to best run our ottack. We wecre told thrt
there were battleship berthing focilitics here(Indicating
SE sidc of Ford Izland on chrrt).

Qs Was the date for the ctteck set on the 23rd
L. We werce told on 3 Deeanmber thet the attack would
trke pleec on the morning of 8 Dec.mber(Tokyo time).

Qe Wers there any onc officer who gove you r£ll this
information, or did many diffcrcnt officcrs give you this
infcrmation?

Ao A1l informetion wrs given us by Lt., Comdr. K/N/MOTO.

e When you sorticd TANKAN BLY, vhat other informrtion
wos given you while you werce cnroute?

L On the 3rd, we were told thet we would ottack on the
8th., On thc 4th, we were told thet therc were 6 battle-
shlps, the UTAH, onc eirernft ccrrier, ond sbout 10
cruiscrs, Four cruiscrs verc in this gencral orea
(indicnting Esst Loch), r~nd onc rirersft carricr in this
general crea(indienting NW end FORD), 4 battlcships

in thce battle ship berths(iford Islrnd), 2 brttleships ~nd
4 cruiscrs in the Navy Yard. For teorget designotion
purposcs, thce southoest side of Ford Islrnd and the Navy
Yord were designoted Toarget Arce "A". The northwest side
of Ford Island ~nd West Loch Arca were dcsignonted Terget
Arco "B". Eaost Lochy Tergcet Arca "C", Middle Loch,
Terget Arce "D". The arca to the south and enst of Ford
Island wes designnted Terget Apca "E", On the morning

of the 4th, we were told thrt there was nothing in "E
arcon, We were olso told that there werce about 10 nine
sweeps in "D" nrca, eruiscrs ond dcestroycrs in "C" arce,
the UTLH ~nd cne aireraft carrier in "B" arca, about
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RESTRICTED
TRLNSCRIPT OF INTEBROGLTION:(FUCHID&,M.Capt.IJN.)

4 bottleships on the Ford Islend side of AW aren, cond
2 brttleships ond 4 cruisers on the nrinlond sidc of
Al apcn, We veore informed they micht be lincd up
double, and aftcr thinking it ovcr we deceided that onc
would be on creh side of the berthing facility. Vhen
we mede the ottack, however, we found they were both on
onc sidc of the berthing facility tied together., As I
roeall, this informetion wes snid to be about twe wecks
cld nt the time it wos glven to us.

0. Where did you supposc that informrtion wrs gotten?

A, The informoticn was so anclcnt, zt the tinc we
thought perhaps it wes gotten from soncbody whe hnd come
from HAWAII, ~nd hod passcd the word, and thet it hrd
bcen prsscd to us merely indidcentally.

Q. Who gove you thet informetion, thc Commniing Officer
of the ship or cncther officcr?

Le The coptain informed ne and I, in turn, informcd ny
TCe

0. Whrt other speeific information was given you vhilce
you werc cnroute?

A. Lt 2330 Tokyo time on the 7th, rord erme in fron
Inpcrial Hendcunrters thrrugh the cormeniing officer of
thc chip, thot they belicved there werc no aireraft
cnrricrs, no hoavy cruiscrs, 4 "B" clrss(nediun heavy)

cruiscrs, 3 light cruiscrs(OMLHL Clcss), 17 destroycrs,
2 dcstroyer tcnders, 3 scoplanc tenfcrs, 2 tonkoers,

2 rcprir ships, 4 subnrrincs, 1 submrrinc mother ship
ship in Pecarl Herbor fer the weckend. Cruilscrs ore
vreken up into "A", "BY, ~nd ®1ight cruiscrs" nccording
to sizec,

Q. On bozrd your ceorricr wvhile enroute, hnd thore boen
drily scssions when you lcetured to the pilots?

L. We hrd a sessicn on tl: 4th, On the afternoon of
the 7th, we hed "skull practice,

Q. ALpproximetcly how mony flying hrurs 4id most cf
those flyers have?

L. An avernge of 2000 hours, pcrhops.

Q. Did you havec on intelligcnee offieccr or on officcr
cspecially chrrged with inforn-tion ~nd intclligence to
work with you, nttochcd tc the group?

L. Vic hod o "HIKOTLISHI", a Lt.(jg) who got togcther all
the intelligence meterirl ond Aistributed it. Inforn~tion
pickcd up on patrols ~nd infornetion from higher hecad=
qurrtcrs was disseninrted by this officcer.

Q. Did the HIKOTAISHI fly?

A, He is a flyer but vhile dring this type of work he
does not fly.
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REZTRICTED
TRLLSCLIPT CF INTLE ROCLTIONS (FUCEIDL,M.CoptIJN)

Did }t.c go on the Perrl Harbor Raid?

Lie - Yos,

Qe Do you rceall cxeetly ~het scrt of infernrtion the
pilots tyok with thcm in their pl-ncs ~hen they —ent on
the Penrl Horbor attock?

Ae (Hcre, 3 sizes of chrrts vere “cseribed). Incluicd,
in ninmcgrephcd chorts, were all possibilitics for the
nttack, Vo nerke? off specifie torgets(docks ~n” borrthe
ing arcas) A", "B, WCW, WDM, cte frr comrmnicrticns
cnl terget dosignntion purposcs. BErch ancheornge wrs
design-ted,

Qe Did rll pilote crrry thesc or conly lend nilots?

La C ~11 »nilets cnrri 7 thoen, One wes nlen prescil
cut Tor LLHAINL, Ve hed rlrecdyvritton of f LAHAINL rs
o possibility, hovever, LAHAINA hr? not boen uscrd
reeently os an nncherage ot 211 for rny floct rcetivitice.
Two hours before we took off, the lsst intelligence
"rcundup" vts given us ~nd ord wiog pessod thet ncthing
wes in LLEAINL. The flcet wruld be cither in Perrl
Herboer or te the scuth of Pecerl on heur's planc rife
frem OLHU. The flect usunlly lcft rn Tucstery rn? ecric
back -n Fricday, cr lcft cn Soturdey ond ernc boek in tine
for liberty the noxt veck-ocnd., Every cther sunley wes
spent aoshere,

Qs If ycu h~7 not foun?® t .o Ancrie~n Flcet in Pesrl
Herbor, di” yocu have suffici.nt snscline to Zo cnc hour
cut to sce ~nd nrke the ottnek therc, on? then return
tc your corricrs?

Ao Ycs, we hrd sufficicnt gescline to do thrt. Frur
cruiscr »lrncs left o h-1f heur before the ottacking
foreg, nt 1 L.M., to rcecnnciter this arcs te the scuth.
The ztt-ck plrnes vere preparcd te go as for re 150 milcs
tc the couth of Pearl Harber,: in vhich crse cur crrricrs
vould ccne in closer, As o protcetional nacrurc, - the
feur nl-ncs from the civiscrs me’c this prelinincry
rceonnolssence,

Qe Vere ecmmunicrtiens cpened up, roen-rting brek to

v

the errricr?

A; They reported Zircetly te ne in the ~ir, LAs o
natter of foety I had recturlly scen Perrl Herber

bufoie they reported in, hevever,

Qs Is this t ¢ type of infermrtion you earricd in your
plrnes(indienting Prgo 18, CINCPLC ‘cekly Intolligence
Eulletin, Volunmc 1, No. 22, “ntcd 8 Deceiber 1944)7%

A. Yosg, thots it,

Q. Vhere do.you supnose this infernetion vrs gothered
ond prepercd?

Ao Lt First Lir Flcet Herdourrtors,
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RESTRICTED
TRANSCRIPT OF INTERROGLTION: (FUCHIDA,M.Capt.IJN.)

Q. These vere nincogreonhed ond hended cut te the pilots?
A Ycs.

0. Will you dceeribe the sceone nn your cnrricr just
before tokeoff. ‘hrt finel instructions were given,
vho grve theny vhot tine?

A. The Commandiing Officer of the esrricr sinply scid,
A1l right, 211 thc pl-ns arc nnde, let's get going".

Q. ¥Wrs your plenc the first onc off the deck?

L. No. The fightcrs took off first, then the dive
bombers, the high level »nlencs, then the torpedo plrnos,
This wrs cur spot on the flicht dceks I hod the high
level group in the first »hosc otteck.

Q. Wcre there comunic-tions with the cnrricr after
you were in the ~ir or 4id you obs.rve silcnee con the
epproach to the targot?

L. There vere no cormmunicntic-nes until ve seow Peorl
Herbor. Ve were instructed thot sheuld it prove
nececcssary there vruld be comnmunicetions freom the

ship tc thc plencs.

Q. Whrt virs your first rcnert brck to the ship?

Le T hrndlcd the cntire flight
nysclf. My first cormmnic~ticns back te the cerrier
tros ot 0333, ~t vhich tine I reportced thet the attock
vns nrorressicg. At 0320 T hed orderced =11 forecs to
rttack. At this pcint the torpecdo bribers, the high
level benmbersy, ~nd eone of the oth r plenes pulled aviey
to hit thce v-ricus teorg.ts.

0. Did you yoursclf n~ttenpt te ncintain eoordinction
of the wntire ottock? Did you dircet it o~ftir your
izitiscl crder to ottock?

Ae I commrnded up to here(indicrting o point off VAILLID
on the ehrrt) ~nd ves in dircet chrrge ofter thrt of

thc 50 nlenc high lcvel feormetion. Othcr fermeticons
vere under inncdirte comncnd cf cther pilots.

Q. Did ycu find thesc ships in Pcerl Harbor vhore you
expeeted to find then?

Ao By ~nd lrrge, ycs. YWe did net heve to chenge cur
originrl plens r~dierlly. ‘e cxpccted o lot nore onti-
nirer~ft on this sidc(indicnting E side Battleship Row)
of Ford Islrnd thrn thcre was.

0. Whot typos of bonmbs werce carricd in yow high
lovel bombers?

L. L-nor picreing 800 Kilogreom brnbs.
0, Did you trke photcgrrphs?
L, Thcre vicre picturcs trken by porteble crnere,

nonc by fixcd cemereas.
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EELTRICTED
TRAN:CRIPT OF INTE ROGALTION: FUCHIDA, M, IJN, CLPT.)

Qe Did ycu rerort the sucecess of the attock vhile cnroute
brek to the earricr or did ycu report after you hrd
londed?

A. Lt obout 0350, I repcrted bock te the errricr, just
cn ny 50 plrne high lovel pert of the attock., M"Attock
conplceted = drnnge grocot'.

0. Did ycu run intc nuch nnti-rireraft firc?

Lsy Wc get srite rnti-rirercft obcut 0333, There ves

no AA fron Barber's Point. As vwe strrtcd te nrke our
run, ve gct scric rnti-rireraft frem Peorl Herber., My
plong susteined o hit sbrut 4" in dirneter. The scernd
plonc vrs hit in the b nb earrinsge, rclersing thc bemb
prcennturcly.

Q. Did the ships put up ruch ~nti-cireroft firc?

A+ The ships were the first to respond.

O« “hich typc of ship put up thc nost necurnte fire ond
in gr.ctcst quantity?

L. Cruiscrs rnd destreycrs., Battleships - not sc much.
Q. Did grcun? rnti-cireraft bether you very ruch?

Le Ground brtterics begrinn firing ot us on our vy bock
to the errricr, sterting ~bout the tine the first wove
ves lerving.

0. 4los thore much ~irbeuiiiz opnosition?

L, LAnout 5 or 6 fightcrs verc in the rir but 4id not
bother us much.,

N. Whrt type of pnleones vere those in the ~ir?

L. I wrs told by scne of the fighter pilots ~ftor the
~ttacks thot they vere P-40ts,

0. Ucrc you supriscd ot thoe lock of grooter oppositicn?

supriscd by tho cuick rcocticn.
end "hen de you think you verce first discovered?

Le Abcut the tine we reroched WAIALEE., It wes so ovir-
erst thrt ve hrd to cone quite clese to KAIUKU POINT.

I thought e viould get sence AA fire n~boit the tine we
got to BARBIR's POINT, but we didn't, LAftir being
dizecvered ot WAIALEE, I thought nbrut h-1f <ur plr-ncs
would be drnecged by the time ve were rondy to neke

our runs, but ss 3/ BiEIR's POINT did not throw up any
AA firc, such wrns not the ensc.

s 2 TRICTED -10-




TRANSCRIPT OF INTELROGATION:(FUCHIDA, M. Capt,IJN.)

Q. Vhot wns your priority cof targots?

A, Ve figurcd ~s follovs: We wented to get 4 bettle-
shins snd 4 sirernft carricrs. VWe hrd 50 hich level
bombers, 40 torpede plencs, 50 2ive bombers, »lus
50 fighters on the firet flight, sc vwe vould hit
WHOBLEL FIZLD to offsct fightcr oppesiticn. In the
sceond wove, 80 dive borbers would erne in on the
erricrs, snd 50 tc HICIZM FIZLD to kcep "big stuff"
(hervy brmbers) from getting cut te the teask forcc,
The rcenson battlceships actuclly beenne priority tergets
yirs beerusce thoere were no airereft cerricrs. Alrcraft
earricrs hrd turncd into battlcships for us s torgets
beeruse the enrricrs were not there. The Nos 1
priority target origin~lly hed been the cerricrs, to
kcep their fighters fron coning out to atteck sur
trsk forecc,

g, Vill you dcreribe thc sccne brek cn the corricrs
~fter you londed? VWhrt ves your cstinrte of drnege?
Who mode the report?

A I wos che of the lost teo cone sbonrd becouse
roited arcund here (indienting rcndczvous arca of
KLENLA POINT) 4 rendczv-us with the fightcers. By then,
thc HIKOTLAISHI wrs ccllceting the infermetion. Ve
collceted nll infermrtion ~nd ncde renorts to the 7
Comnrnding Off:cer of tl.c ship.

I
¢

Q. Whrot wos your imme’irte cstinate ~f the denoage?

Ly Fronm ny cbs.rveoticeng during thoe rttock, ~nd ffom
tha opinions of the pilots, I felt thrt ~t loest 4
bottloships hrd boucn cithor scricusly drneged or sunk,
st eny rotey, vere out of commissicn fer 6 nicnths.

I oy further drocge | ~d becn doncy, but this vwres the
report I hendod in.

Q. ¥Yhrt vre the total drnage report?

A+ Tho night of the rttack, ~ftor 11 roewmerts were
in, bufoic dcvcloping of photogrenhs, the dennpe wrs
cstiri~rtcd ot 2 brttleshins ~nd the UTAH d.finitely
sunk; 2 brttlcships grontly drmrgody 3 bnttleships
slichtly drorgod, 2 cruiscrs necdcrntely drnoged, 3
dcstreyers grectly dr-i- o4, 2 trensports greatly
drnrged, 250 fighters destreycds. After T turncd

in :y rcport, th. first vave preprrod te teke off
rgrine By thrt tine the reperts fren the sceend
vrve hrd ~lr.ndy crie in, then Adnirel NAGUMO dceided
re wruld ne nttrclk ~ third tinc.

Q. Do y:u knov when the tock foree first broke redio
silenec to report brek to Tckye cn thoe success of the
nttock?

A, Thc sceond dey, rs sccn rs ve belicved cursclves
cut of rrngc of ony ottacking possibilitics, ve
cormunicrtcod thoe report r~e given above, 4 cr §
drys nftcr the attack, ve scnt rnother report vhich
ineluded rosults ~s shovn by cur photographs.

ESTRICTED -11-




REEZEPRIETED
TAANLCRIPT OF INTELROGALTION:(FUCHIDA,!.Cont. IJl,)
D+a vou heve nrny niecturcs of the strike?
A. We Mo pbrut 20 picturcs.

Q. They confirmed the drnege reported in the crrlicer
cstinrnte?

A, About the sric, yes.
Q. On vhet coursc weas the retirenmcnt nnde?

A. Ve geve MIDUAY o 400 noutienl nile berth te
south of our fornotion.

0. To vhrt port in Jopen did you return ?
A. Through BUNGO CHLNNEL tc thoe IUL/ND CEA.

0. ALt whet speed wrs the retircment mrde ofter
attack?

A. 24 knots for 24 h urs ~nd then 16 knots the

Were you ntteocked at ony time during the retirencnt?®

Le I believe we vere ~ttocked by o U.E. subnrrine,
but there wos ne drnrge. Yo had plenned te attack
MIDULAY cn the wey bock, but boerucc of venthoer
cenditicns Aduirnl FAGUIO deceided not to,

0. Werc you sirhted by ~ny cncny forec during the

4

rctircinont?

L. Only by thce subnrrirce.

Qs Did yru dcliver on otteck?

A. Ycs, we scnt up 8 nlrncs to atteck it. I do noh
know if they sqnk it. 4 of thesc »l-ncs were fron the

{(AGA, 4 frem the AKLGI. Our crursc fcll off to the
scuth ofter we were sighted by this subnnrinc.

O; Where did you get thosc 3 chrrts thrnt verce given

[

you cn the 23rd of Noverber?

A, Ve 7ot tvo ot TAKIZN BAY. '“e kept thosc twe rnd
printced a third, a detoiled nsp of Perrl Harbor vhich
was prsscd out on the 4th.

0. Wos r rcvision of this m-p nrde cn the brsis of
infornction roecived cn the 1lost day?

A. V¢ dié hrve some detrils of Pearl Herbor, of the
snchorrges there ~nd of LAHAINA. We node up nnother
nne on the 4th, including the 1lntost infernction.




RETLTRICTED
TRANEC:.IPT COF INTZIROG!TION :(FUCHIDA,M.Copt.IJN)
., cne cn the 4th wes not chranged ngain?
cnc on tho 4th vrs 2 wecks old ot thrt tinc
vwas passcd cut ns beekground neterial., The dope
curs before the sttrck(toke-off) weos prsscd out
2 properly censidered in o "skull prrctiec" scssion.

Did Lt. Condr. KANLIOTO, vhe bricfcd you, o nlong
the nission.

No, he rcturncd te Tokyo.

Fron whrt oltitude did the high lovel beorbors drop?
At 10,000 fcct.

Did your plrnc drop o bhrnb?

A. Yos. My bonb hit here.(indierting stern of
gouth wostern nost cutberrd BB).

Q. Were £ll of thosc bonbs 800 Kilogr-ns?

4. Yes. Vic vorked in 5-plrnc formrticns(U "Sh-ped,
cr "Hors.shoc Prttorn® of bomb drep). We cstinrted
thrt ve vould get onc “ircet hit vithin creh 5-plrne
foerr~tion if ¢ bonbud ot 3,000 metors. Vg cstimeoted
further th-t within 10 five-nlene formrtinns, 5 of
thc boilb formrtions veurl” streggle » ship. Within
cne streddlc, cnc hit vould be certaine. Vithin

50 nlrna, thore v uld be 5 hits,

8. Vhot bombs did the “ive b-mbers carry?
A. 250 Kilogrom beubs.

Q. 1In the Pocrl Herbor Atteck, hov meny rcircreft
vere on the 6 corricrs?

A. About 450,

Q. How neny of thce 450 weuld you cstinrtc vere f£lyrble”
(opcrctional).

A. Ab ut 10 verc cut of comnission. 40 verc "prrg"
plrncs. Usurlly Loter in the war rb-ut o third of

cur nlrncs were inoper-tive., Ve tock spceirl care,

hovcver, vith this Penrl Herbor group.

When you nttoeked PORT DARWIN in Mey 1942, vhcre
¢ you brscd at thrt time?

KENDIRI in the CELLLIS,

Hov ninny Jopen.sc plencs were lost in thot attock?
15«

Vhet dringe did you inflict nt DARWIN?

7 trensports, 3 destroyers, 20 ploncs.

o




RESGTRICTED
TRAI “CRIPT OF INTERROG!TION: (FUCHIDA,!., Ceopt. IJN)
Q. On thc subjcet of Midvey, on vhet enrricr were
ycu basced in the MID LAY atteck?
A. AKAGI.

Q. Will you tcll us ~bout the attrek ~nd occupotion
information yeu rcecived coneccrning the MIDVAY plens?

A. I wes copercted on for cppendicitis the dny ve
seiled for MIDWAY ond éid nct pnrtiecipete in thet
nttrek.

Qs Before you were operrted cn, ~nd before the tosk
forec sailcd, hed yru reccived dctalls regrrding the
MIDVAY nttack?

A. Ycs, I know of thet,

§. Wheot inferuaction il you recclve?

L. Ve were instructed to ~ttock ~nd destroy the oir
pover ot Midrey snd do vhot ve could to damcge the
nirficlds, We plenned tc ceine up thru the MARSHALLS
fren the scuth to toke it(trensport forecs),

Q. In the ccurse of th~t bricfing, 4id you got
deteiled neps of o noturc sinilear to these obtained
fer the Penrl Herbor ottrek?

A, ¢ reecived rnc chert end r ninceogrephed sheet of
instructi-ns vhich h~d rs rmuch detnil a2s cculd be gother-
ed in nddition to thc chrrt.

0, Yho supplicd y'u with this in crantion? Vho
bricfed you?

L, 8t~ff Conmunicrtions rnd Air Intclligcocnece officcrs,

Q. Do you rcncmber the nrme of the Stall Intelligence
Officcr?

Ae Lt, Cordr,., YOCHIOKA,
Is he still ~live?

Hc wrs don ot CLAAK WIZID, I do not knovw if ho
nie through.

ho wrs the rir ofi'iccr vho bricfed you?
GENDA, Minoru.

he still nlive?

Is
Yese He ie in KYUCHU.

How n~ny drys bofcre MID LY vwrs ycur operctien?

A. 28 May 1942, I vns cperafed on the night we
ortice for [IDVAY.

LESTRIGTED




RE&ESPTRICTED
TRArSCRIPT OF INTERRCG/LTICN: (FUCHIDA,M,Copt.IJN)

. As cu recovered fion yeur oper-tion, did you
gwt ~ny norc dato regrrding the rttock?

No.
Qe Vhen your ship vwrs sunk vere you still in bod?

Ae I vrs tronsferred, by stretcher, to the NAGLRA,
o ligzht cruiscr,

Qe Vhrt cppesiticen 2id you expeet fren U.8., Forcos
in the battle of MIDUAY?

A, We bilicved you hrd 100 2-f;ngine " rnd 4- engine
plencs ond 200 fishters (1rnd brscd). We did not
cxpeet tc hrve te deeal vith your t-sk forec until
the 3rd or 4th dry oft.r ve hit MIDVAY.

Qs Aftcr you verce tronsferrcd frenm the ARAGI Aid
y~u get cny renorts of the brottle?

A+« I wrs put inte the dispensary, ~nd 4id nct get
much verd of its prorgress.

Qe Were neny plenes curht on the deck of your
crrricr vhen she wos hit?

A. The first vrve hed grne ~nd were beck for
refucling. The er~rricer ves hit ot thet time. Every-
thing wrs obrrrd, I horrd this lrter,

Qs e rre cxpeceinlly intorcsted in yowr intelligence
cfficcers ~ad their werk vith operaticn~l inforn-tion.
I understond you hoad intolligenece offiecrs only dovn

through the steff rnd flcet locvels., Is thet corrcct?

A. Ycs, DNothing below strff officcr level.

Qe You hrve hed 2~ grent decl of expericnce with
corricr brsed ~nd 1-nd bascd Nevel rircraft. Did yeou
nornelly hove sufficient infornntion cn vhiech to bree

rttrelis?

L{ T vr: never really satisificed vith the infornetion
until I s nctuelly cver the trrget. Our ottock
inferninticon vrs poor -s wes cur rcecnneisscnce.

Q. Generelly spenking, did you nrke nuch usc of
vhotorsrephic reconncissoncce?

A. Ve did nct usc very ruch of it.

0. Whrt in your copinion wns the turning point of
the wear os for ns the Jnpencse Navel Air Forces were
crnecrned,

A. Vhen ve lost the initirtive in the MARILANAE,
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REZTRICTED
TRAL:CLIPT OF INTELROG/TION:(FUCHIDA,M, Cept. IJN)

Q. VWh-t werc your "YOMUZHIM"?

L. They vere uscd aos rlninistrotive porscnnel.
probrbly bieruse they vere treincd too 1lrte.

How neny werce troinod?

Approxinntcly 4,000,

Whet was the origin-l plrn fer training then?®

To relicve regulrrs for neorce importent positicns.

A11 of those "YOLUCHIY were rcscrves?

Yes.
Q. How much trrining did they geot?
Ao 6 nenths os YCIUSHIL, After thet they nisht be sont
te vericus placcs for further troining cr dircet to
ossignicnts.

Q. Weos it plrnned thrt they be ~ttrched only to the
Novel Adr Forec?

Lo No. It wos intcnded they he uscd -ithin the Nevy
for generel scrviecc. On ships tco.

Qs 'hrt verc the "HIKOSHIM?

A. They were not speei~lly troined. They were pilots
pickcd frem the squedr:n or group. They viere regulrrs,

Qe Whot were their prineiprl dutics?

A. To pnss cn the crlers of the commanding officer
cf the greup ond to find out the noxt drys progren,
Te help the ermnrnding officer.

Q. Hov were the dutics of the "HIXOZHIM difforent fren
those of thce "YOIU“HI"?

L, The HIKCLLI verc e~nnble, vith nctunl cxpericncc,

cnd hondled o nuaber «f problins. The YCIUSHI hendlod
cnc problen ~nd vere ncet flyers.

Q. Looking genernlly ot the Nevel Alr Forces, tovierd

the end of the ver, vhet vould you s~y v-g the single,
nost eriticel iten -fucl, »ilots, rirplencs, cngincs?

Lo Fucl. Ve hrd cncue-h fer enerctionsl purposcs bhut
nt ¢cnouch for troinine nur-oscs.
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